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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This field guide was prepared under the direction of the Species Identification and Data Programme of the 
Marine Resources Service, Fishery Resources Division, Fisheries Department, Food and Agriculuture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Rome, Italy. Preparation was supported by UNDP, project code 
SOM/86/036 (responsible Project Operation Officer, R. Ziesler). 


During a survey cruise of the Norwegian research vessel "Dr FRIDTJOF NANSEN" which is directed from 
the Institute of Marine Research in Bergen the need for detailed information on Somalia became evident. 
Parts of the Western Indian Ocean, and the Red Sea are well investigated but marine faunal surveys of 
Somalia are very limited. Furthermore, due to the particular physical and geological conditions, the findings 
from the Red Sea and Kenya cannot be confidently extrapolated to Somalia. 


It was not possible for the authors to travel to Somalia and sample fish in the field or to visit local fish 
markets. Therefore this guide is compiled entirely from the literature. Basic references were the FAO 
Species Identification Sheets for Fishery Purposes - Western Indian Ocean (Fishing Area 51), and more 
recently published FAO Species Catalogues (FAO Fisheries Synopsis Series No. 125). It was not possible 
to compile a complete checklist and therefore this guide should be viewed as a tentative list of species that 
may occur in Somalia. The authors expect that many new records will be discovered from Somalia and 
would appreciate any additional information users may find. 


Technical Editors: K.E. Carpenter, C. Sommer and N. De Angelis, FAO, Rome. 

Illustrators (for material presented here for the first time): E. D'Antoni and P. Lastrico, FAO, Rome. 
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Sommer, C.; Schneider W.; Poutiers J.-M. 

FAO species identification field guide for fishery purposes. The living 
marine resources of Somalia. 

Rome, FAO. 1996. 376p., 32 colour plates 

SUMMARY 

This field guide covers the major resource groups likely to be encountered in the 
fisheries of Somalia. This includes shrimps, lobsters, bivalves, gastropods, 
cephalopods, sharks, batoid fishes, bony fishes, and sea turtles. Each resource 
group is introduced by a general section on technical terms and measuremnts 
pertinent to that group and an illustrated guide to orders and families of the 
group. The more important species are treated in a subsequent guide that 
includes scientific nomenclature, FAO names in English and French (were 
available), local names used in Somali, diagnostic features, one or more illus- 
trations. maximum size, and notes on fisheries, habitat, and biology. The guide 
is fully indexed and a list of further literature is appended. 
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INTRODUCTION 


S omalia has a marine fauna that is difficult to 
characterize because of its position in the 
Indian Ocean, its particular oceanographic 
conditions and its history. It is in a transition zone 
between the typical tropical fauna of eastern Africa 
and the unique fauna of the Red Sea and the 
Arabian Peninsula. A seasonal cold water 
upwelling zone in the centre of the Somalian coast 
is bordered by rich coral reefs and tropical 
demersal areas in the South and North. 

Furthermore, specimens of nearshore fishes 
from Somalia are very much underrepresented in 
museum collections around the world and there- 
fore species distributions often must be guessed. 
In addition, at the time this guide was written, it was 
not practical to do field work in Somalia and there- 
fore the species list was compiled from available 


literature. Because of these historical and geo- 
graphical factors the species list needed to compile 
this guide was tentative. 

Oceanography 

Somalia has a coastline of around 3300 km, of 
which 2000 km fringe the Indian Ocean and about 
1300 km fringe the Gulf of Aden. Along this coast- 
line the continental shelf is relatively narrow, rarely 
exceeding 15 km. It is more extensive only in the 
extreme east, near Ras Hafun and Ras Asir, where 
it has a width of 60 to 80 km, and in the very 
northwest, at the border to Djibouti, where it is 
about 100 km wide (Fig. 1). 

The currents, salinity, and temperature of the 
water masses around Somalia are highly variable. 



Fig. 1 Map of Somalia and the continental shelf 
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They depend not only on the main current system 
in the Indian Ocean, but also on seasonally chang- 
ing monsoons winds. 

The Southern Equatorial Current traverses the 
Indian Ocean ail year. It encounters the coast of 
Tanzania and moves northward forming the East 
African Coastal Current. On the eastern coast of 
Somalia this current comes under the Influence of 
the changing monsoon winds, which create a com- 
plicated system of currents, counter currents, and 
whirls. 

From March to October, the strong Southwest 
monsoon reinforces the East African Coastal Cur- 
rent and drives the waters strongly in a north- 
eastern direction along the Somali coast. With a 
maximum of 7 knots speed, this current is the 
fastest known current in the world and it is called 
the Somali current (Fig. 2a). 

Between 5° and 9°N, depending on the time of 
the year, the Somali Current leaves the coast, turns 
eastward and creates a wide clock-wise circular 
current, which brings some of the water back in the 
direction of the Southern Equatorial Current. From 
June to September, the Somali Current is strongest 
and creates on its northern flank a large gyre 
known as the "Great Whirl." This whirl leads to a 
strong upwelling in the area of Ras Hafun (Fig. 3). 

From October to March, the Northeast monsoon 
slows the northerly water movement of the East 
African Coastal Current, and eventually reverses 
the current direction on the east coast of Somalia, 
forming the Somali Counter Current. This current 
can reach as far as 4°S during years when it is 
strong, before it turns westward and leaves the 



Fig. 2 Main 


coast (Fig. 2b and 3). Due to the reversed currents, 
the "Great Whirl" and the upwelling in north So- 
malia break down. 

The waters in the Gulf of Aden are also influ- 
enced by the changing winds. The Southwest mon- 
soon drives a strong current from about Socotra 
Islands, across the Arabian Sea, in the direction of 
Pakistan. This current influences also the water 
masses in the Gulf of Aden. The main current 
direction in the Gulf of Aden is eastward during this 
time of the year. However, along the northern coast 
of Somalia exists a counter current that flows west- 
ward, fed by northeasterly flowing waters passing 
between Socotra Islands and the mainland into the 
Gulf of Aden (Fig. 2). 

From October to March the currents are re- 
versed. The Northeast monsoon drives waters 
across the Arabian Sea. and into the Gulf of Aden. 
The main current direction is westward, but along 
the north Somalian coast there exists an eastward 
counter current. 

The seasonally upwelling water in the northern 
Somali basin has a great impact on the physical 
water conditions not only on the Somali coast, but 
in the whole northern Arabian Sea. Upwelling water 
is generally cold, has a high concentration of nutri- 
ents and is undersaturated with oxygen. This con- 
dition promotes phytoplankton and zooplankton 
blooms and influences the occurrence of fish spe- 
cies. 

During the Northeast monsoon, when the up- 
welling breaks down, the water near Ras Hafun is 
warmer, less nutrition rich, and saturated with 
oxyen. 
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Fig. 3 Possible flow pattern of the Somali Current 


In Kenya and Tanzania the finfish catch is low | 
during the Southeast monsoon and high during the ] 
Northeast monsoon (McClanhan, 1988). Even 
though it is uncertain to which extent the various 
factors of fishing effort, fish population changes, 
and environmental conditions influence the catch 
rates, it can be assumed that also in Somalia 
catches undergo distinct seasonal changes. Dur- 
ing an acoustic survey of the Norwegian R/V Dr. 
Fridtjof Nansen between Ras Asir and Ras Hafun 
in 1984. the estimated biomass of small pelagic 
fishes varied from 245 000 1 in February and March 
to 115 000 t in August. This seasonal change in 
stock estimates was attributed to a migration of the 
fish to avoid the oxygen-depleted upwelling waters 
(Stromme, 1984). 

The ecosystem of the Somalia east coast is 
eutrophic and of low biological diversity. It is truly 
an upwelling ecosystem. However, it cannot be 
easily compared with the upwelling ecosystems in 
western Africa, or Peru. These systems are con- 
stant and known for their high annual production. I 


In Somalia the upwelling occurs only during a lim- 
ited period of time and the annual production is 
therefore restricted. 

The ecosystem in the extreme northwest of So- 
malia is related to the Red Sea. It is primarily a coral 
reef system with high species diversity, water sur- 
face temperatures in July reaching over 28‘’C, and 
salinities over 3,6%. The ecosystem in southern 
Somalia below the equator is related to the tropical 
warm water system of Kenya and Tanzania, and is 
also predominated by coral reefs and benthic pro- 
ductivity associated with low-nutrient, warm water. 

The cold upwelling water may act as a zoo- 
geographical boundary between the areas of 
warm water in the south and the northeast. The 
species composition is therefore not the same 
along the entire coastline. Further research is 
needed here to clarify how fishes and other ma- 
rine animals cope with the distinct seasonal 
changes in the enviroment. 
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Fisheries 

The annual fisheries production between 1980 
and 1988 varied between a minimum of 8 730 t in 
1982 and a maximum of 19 939 t in 1984 (FAO, 
1985). It is difficult to estimate to what extent the 
civil war effected the annual production. Estima- 
tions for 1993 give total catches and landings of 
about 14 850 I (FAO, 1995). The major part of the 
catch are marine finfishes (14 000 t), while fresh- 
water fishes (250 t), tropical spiny lobster (350 t) 
and cephalopoda (250 t) were caught only lo a 
minor extent. 

It is important to note, that in all years the total 
estimated annual production never exceeded 
20 000 1. Results from research surveys conducted 
by the Norwegian RA/ Dr. Fridtjof Nansen and 
many other trawlers, indicate a much higher poten- 
tial yield. The potential annual sustainable yield 
alone of small pelagic fishes between Ras Asir and 
Ras Hafun could be 75 000 t (Van Zalinge, 1987 
and Stromme in UNEP 1987), 

The total potential annual catches for Somalia 
are estimated up to 200 000 t (World Fishing - 
anonymous) or 300 000 t (Pierconti, 1993). 

In the 1 980's. the Somalian government empha- 
sized the development of fisheries. Several bi- and 
multilateral projects were launched to increase 
fisheries production. However, during the civil war 
all of these efforts were interrupted and most of the 
fishing gear, processing plants, and equipment 
were either lost or destroyed. A strong concerted 
effort will be necessary not only to reestablish the 
Somalian fishery sector, but also to exploit the full 
potential yield. 

Species included in this guide 

This guide is designed as a working tool for 
fisheries workers within Somalia. Monitoring fish 
stocks and fisheries managment is necessary for 
a sustainable fishery and therefore the correct spe- 
cies indentification is important. The species in- 
cluded in this guide are primarily those of present 
or potential interest to fisheries. Also included are 
species that occur less frequently in catches but 


can be confused with important ones, species that 
may be of importance in the food chain of fisheries 
organisms, and species that are of interest to the 
aquarium fish trade. 

Presentation and format 

This guide is divided in major taxonomic groups. 
Each group is introduced by a schematic illustra- 
tion showing the main body parts of a typical rep- 
resentative species and some measurements and 
technical terms of general use to fishery workers. 
In order to facilitate identification, the chapters on 
bony fishes, sharks, batoid fishes, lobsters, 
shrimps and prawns, and bivalves and gastropods 
are preceded by an illustrated guide to the different 
families. The family guides and the order of the 
families within the species guides are arranged in 
phylogenetic (systematic) order. The arrangement 
of species within a family is alphabetical by genus 
and species. 

The information tor species contains valid sci- 
entific names; vernacular English (En), French (Fr) 
(where available); local names (where available); 
size (maximum or common size, usually as total 
length, unless otherwise specified as fork length, 
standard length, or other measurement); fisheries, 
and habitat and biology. Synonyms or misidentifi- 
; cations are also noted, particularly of species pre- 
viously recorded in the FAO Species Identification 
Sheets for the Western Indian Ocean, edited by 
Fischer and Bianchi, 1984. 

The official vernacular English name is the one 
recommended by FAO. The local Somali names 
included are those found in Parisi et. al. (1988). It 
should be noted that many of these names are not 
unique and therefore should not be used for statis- 
tical purposes. Many local vernacular names were 
not available, and it is hoped that users will add 
these directly to the sheets and also make them 
available to FAO. 

Each species is illustrated by a line drawing, on 
which the most Important diagnostic characters are 
indicated. Furthermore, the identification of many 
species is facilitated by the presentation of colour 
illustrations. 
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Guide to SuborA^rs and Families 


SHRIMPS AND PRAWNS 


TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS 


•6 abdominal] scgmcfUs (or M>mites) 
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longitudinal 

suture 
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diHNai crest 


antennal ^ 
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antennal 

scale 


third 

maxilliped 


pteopod' 


petasma (male) 


UTX.>pod 


percitipods or 
legs 


epigastric (or 1“ rostral) i<H«h 


rostral teeth 


apical portion 
(lip) 


postorbital spine 


suprahcpatic spine 
ccrs'ical groove 
hepatic spine 


antennal crest ^ 
orbito-antcnnal groove 


orbital margin 


hepatic ciest 


gastrofntnial 

crest 

gastrofrttnlal 

gnx)ve 

gastro-orbiial 

crest 


bratK-hiostcgal spine 


submarginai crest 


carapace (lateral new) 


cndoptxj 

(carpus) 


pincer 


median groove 


propodus 


pivvtrosirul crest dactylus 
adrostrai groove 
acln>siral crest 


cmkifKxl 

(merus) 


exopod 

arthrobranch 


non>groovcd 

carapace 


coxa 


carapace (dorsal view ) 


pleunthranch 


pereiopod with branchiae 


ptKiobraiKh 


left pereiopod of 
4'^ pair 


penultimate 
thoracic - 
segment 


left pereiopod of 
/ 5* pair 


last thoracic 
segment “ 


thelycum of a 
female shrimp 
(ventral view) material 


fixed spines 


movable spines 


abdomei 


types of spined telsons 
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Shrimps and Prawns 


GUIDE TO ORDERS AND FAMILIES 


Suborder CARIDEA • Caridean Shrimps 

Pleuron of second abdominal segment overlapping those of first and 
third segments. First 2 pairs of thoracic legs, or only the second, 
ending in a pincer; the last 3 pairs with a simple claw. Eggs carried 
by the female. 



sc^riK'tii nvcrIupN K>lh 
1“ and 3'** scjrmonK 


uhdonu* 



Palaemonid shrimps 

To about 34 cm. Marine, estuarine, and 
freshwater; benthic. About 5 species of in- 
terest to fisheries and included in the Guide 
to Species. 


2"^ pair ot pereiopKids wiih pincers 
and more robust than I*' pair, olten 
\er>' ion^ and strong in adult males 


carpus on 2**^ perciopodv 
unscgmcnicd 


without 

pincers 
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Macrohnehium 


\ematopataemon 


PALAEMONIDAE 


ALPHEIDAE 



I '* pilir pcrciop(xls s cr>- 
heavy, usually unequal 


2"^ pair of perciopods 
slender and short 


Snapping shrimps 

To at least 42 cm. Marine, shallow coastal 
waters. Of minor interest to fisheries, none 
included in the Guide to Species. 


rosinjin small, 
without teeth 
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I** pair of perciopodv uiih 
diviinci pincers, u liiilc nMire 
mhusi ihan ihc following legs 
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Cock shrimps 

To about 8 cm. Shallow marine or estuarine 
waters. One species of interest to fisheries 
and included in the Guide to Species. 


carpus irf 3™* pair of 
pereiopoJs dis ided into 
nuns vegmenis 


HIPPOIA TID.AE 
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Pandalid shrimps 

To about 15 cm. Marine, deepwater; benthic. 

Two species included in the Guide to Spe- 
cies. 

I'* pjirof pcrciopods vct> slender, 
pincers microscopic or absent 


ntstmm often long 


PANDALIDAE 
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SOLENOCERIDAK 


Solenocerid shrimps 

To about 14 cm. Marine, benthic, noctur- 
nal. Two species included in the Guide to 
Species. 




posiiirbilut spine 
present 


ccrsical gmovc aMching 
(«ir almost aMching I to 
dorsal iiurgin of carap.K'e 
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Shri mps and Prawns 


ARISTAEIDAE 


Aristaeid shrimps 

To about 33 cm. Marine, benthic deeper 
water. Three species included in the 
Guide to Species. 



cyestalk 



without posiorblial 
spine 
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PENAEIDAE 
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Penaeid shrimps 


To about 35 cm. Marine and estuarine, 
benthic. Around 18 species of interest to 
fisheries. 





Sergestid shrimps 

To 48 cm. Marine and brackish water, 
benthic. One species included in the 
Guide to Species. 


Page 20 


mstnjm shorter than 
cyestalk 


SERGESTIDAE 
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PALAEMONroAE 
Palaemonid shrimps 



hepatic ^f»tne kxralcd 
ai kmcr level than 
antennal spine 


in adult males 2”^ pair of 
perriopiHis ver^- lar^te and heav>. 
all segments covered w ith a short 
and dense pubescence 


posterior 
margin of 
tclwm distinct, 
w ith 2 pairs of 
spines 


FAO names: En - Hairy river prawn: 

Fr - Bouquet velu. 

Locai names: 

Size: To 13 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps and cast nets. 
Habitat and bioiogy: Occurs in fresh and 
brackish waters. 


carpus of 2"^ pereiopod 
longer than mervs 


Macrobrachium rude iWeWcT. 1862) 


Maerobraehium scabriculum (Heller, 1862) 

FAO names: En - Goda river prawn: 

Fr - Bouquet goda. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 7 cm, females 6.2 cm. 
Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in fresh and 
brackish water. 



anterior part of carapace 



daLi>lus of 3"* pereiLtpod-s extremely long and thin, 
much larger than pn>poJus and carpus ccMnhincd 


Size: To 7 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with stakenets. bagnets, 
shore seines, boat seines, and cast nets. Of 
some commercial value. 


FAO names: En - Spider prawn: Fr - Bouquet 
araignde. 

Local names: 


2*f> ventral 
teeth 


Habitat and biology: Inhabits shallow coastal 
waters to depths of about 20 m as well as in 
estuarine and brackish waters. 


PALAEMONIDAE 


rostrum with a small suhdistal tooth 
and an elevated ltcsI of 4*7 teeth 


rostrum long, extending 
distinctly heyoTKl 
antennal scale 


Semaiopalaemon rmuipn ( Henderson. 1893) 
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Palaemon concinnus Dana. 1 852 


■Shrimps and Prawns 

PALAEMONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Mangrove prawn; Fr - Bou- 
quet mangrove. 

Local names: 

Size: To 6.6 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow fresh, brack- 
ish, and salt water. 


abdom 




carapace (lateral view) 


pleura of 5“' segmcni 
ending in strong tooth 


Palaemon paciftcus (Stimpsun. I860) 


PALAEMONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Indian bait prawn; 

Fr - Bouquet zelateur indien. 

Local names: 

Size: To 5.3 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Purely marine, littoral. 


abdomen 




carapace i lateral view) 


HIPPOLYTIDAE 


Cock shrimps 



'ostrum with 3>4 widely spaced dorsal teeth and 
an elevated crest of 7- ) 2 closely spaced teeth 


FAO names: En - Hunter shrimp; 
Fr - Bouc chasseur. 


Local names: 


Size: To 7,9 cm. 


Fisheries; Caught with trawls. Of some com- 
mercial value. 


7-16 nxMV Of less equally 
spaced ventral teeth 


Habitat and biology: Occurs over sand and 
mud bottoms in shallow water. Often occurs 
together with NemutopitUu mon leimipes. 


Z*** p.iir of pcrciop»xls with snull 
pincers, carpus kmg and divided inu» 
iiKtre than 7 articles 


Exhippolysmata ensirnstris (Kemp. 1914) 
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PANDALIDAE 
Pandalid shrimps 


Helentcarpux taevigatm Bate. 1 888 

FAO names: En - Smooth nylon shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette nylon inerme. 

Local names: 

Size: To 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On sandy bottoms or 
on sandy mud bottoms from depths of 302 
to 1156 m . 



1 uxHh on 3"* and I 
<in 4“' segment 



Heterocarpus woodmasoni Alcock, 1901 

FAO names: En - Indian nylon shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette nylon indienne. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 13 cm. females to 15 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. Of po- 
tential commercial value. 

Habitat and biology: On mud bottoms from 
depths of 290 to 640 m. 



PANDALIDAE 


2 longiiudinul crcsiA. both 
rcM-hing to p«>Nicrior 
margin ol' carapace 


Plesionika alcocki (Anderson. 1896) 

FAO names: En - Gondwana striped shrimp; 
Fr - Crevette gondwana. 

Local names: 

Size: To 2.2 cm carapace length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs at depths of 500 
to 1170 m. 


rostrum with 2 dorsal teeth 
restricted to basal pun of 
rusirum. and 4>7 veninil teeth 


length of rostrum uKiui 
1 .6 times carapace length 


nu illustration available 


PANDALIDAE 


no longitudinal 
crests on carapace 
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Shrimps and Prawns 



PANDALIDAE 


no Inngiludinal 
crests 


Plesionika martia (A. Milne Edwards, 1883) 


M-56 ventral teeth 


FAO names: En - Golden shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette doree. 

Local names; 

Size: To 16.9 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Over mud bottoms from 
depths of 180 to 2100 m. 


anteriour margin of 
rostrum smooth 


colour: reddish pink; eggs 
bright blue 


SOLENOCERIDAE 
Solenocerld shrimps 



flagellum of dorsal 
and ventral antenula 
lamellate 


FAO names: En - RIdgeback shrimp; 

Fr - Salicoque balafrbe. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 9.5 cm, females to 13 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On soft bottoms 
depths between 75 and 110 m. 


uropods dark red 
with white areas 


at 


crest markedly 
elevated and laminose 


Solenocera choprai fiaXan]. 1945 



FAO names: En - Deep-sea mud shrimp; 

Fr - Salicoque des vases profondes. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 12.7 cm, females to 13.8 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On soft bottoms at 
depths between 115 and 500 m. . 


SOLENOCERIDAE 


branchiucardic crest 
distinct and L-shaped 


Solenocera hextii Wood-Ma.son & Alcock, 1891 
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ARISTEIDAE 
Aristeid shrimps 



(cImni with 4 pain 
of movable spines 


FAO names: En - Giant red shrimp; Fr - Gam- 
bon rouge. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 17 cm, females 22.5 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy bottoms, at 
depths of 250 to 1000 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed 


rostnim long in fcnuilev. 
shorter in males, with 
4- 10 dorsal teeth 


hepatic \pitte present 


Aristaeomorpha foliacea {Kif.^ 0 , 1827) 



Amfeus ofcocA:/ Ramadan. 1938 

FAO names: En - Arabian red shrimp; 

Fr - Gambon d'Arabie. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 5 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy bottoms, at 
depths between 270 and 1086 m. 



carapact (lateral view) 


telson with 3 pairs 
of mov^te spines 



esopud of 2^ 
maxilliped long, 
covered with hair 


FAO names: En - Scarlet shrimp; Fr - Gambon 
ecarlat. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 19 cm, females 33 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy bottoms, be- 
tween depths of 274 and 1850 m, most com- 
mon between 400 and 900 m. 


ARISTEIDAE 


cenical sulcus almost 
reaching dorsal midlirte 


Plesiopenaeus edwardsianus (Johnson, 1868) 
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Shrimp s and Prawns 


PENAEIDAE 
Penaeid shrimps 



FAO names: En - Velvet shrimp; Fr - Crevette 
chamois mogi. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 6.9 cm, females to 9 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy to muddy 
sand bottoms from depths of 5 to 50 m. 


rosirum » till 9 
diftsal tccih and no 
vi'iural leelh 


6‘^ segment 
shorter than 
tcison 


diwsal margin of 
segriwnt unit a distinct 
median griHnc 


MetapenaeopsLs mogiensis (M.J. Rathbun. 1902) 


icison reaching lips o| 
untpods. anned with fixed 
and nxts able spines 


Metapenaeus moiioceros (Fabricius, 1798) 

FAO names: En - Speckled shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette mouchetee. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 15 cm, females to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, boat seines, 
shore seines, and gillnets. Of major impor- 
tance to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: Found from the coast 
line to depths of about 70 m, on mud, sandy 
mud, or silt bottoms. 



PENAEIDAE 


telson armed only 
with spinulcs 


rostrum with 9-12 di>rsal teeth 
and no ventral teeth 


mcrus of 5'’’ pcrcioptxl with a 
strong spiniform pnKCss and 
a row of tubercles 



HKms of 5*** pcrciopi>d w iih 
a keel-shaped pnx'css 


postmstral crest 
erKling about here 


PENAEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Peregrine shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette faucon. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 11 cm, females to 13.9 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, stak- 
enets, castnets, and pushnets. Of major im- 
portance to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: Found on soft bottoms 
from the shore to a depth of about 90 m. 


lolson V 


Metapenaeus slebbiiigi Nobili, 1904 


rostrum with 7-10 
dorsal teeth and no 
vcntnil teeth 


tcison armed only 
w ith spinulcs 


I 
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Parapenaeopsis acclivirostris (Alcock. 1905) 

FAO names: En - Hawknose shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette aquiline. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 4.7 cm, females to 7.3 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls, gillnets, and 
seines. Of minor interest to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: Found from near the 
coastline to a depth of about 50 m. 



PENAEIOAE 


and icison 
dari red 




rosinini with 6-K 
dor>al tccih and no 
ventral teeth 


hranehiostegal 
spine present 


FAO names: En - Neptune rose shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette neptune. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 7.8 cm, females to 10.7 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Over sand and mud 
bottoms from depths of 50 to 274 m. 


e\5>p«Hl>d on S* 
perviopod absent 


longitudinal suture not 
easily detectable unless 
dned on surface 


PENAEIOAE 


telson armed 
with 1 pair of 
fiAcd lateral 
spines 


Parapenaeus fissiirus ( Bate, 1881) 



FAO names: En - Explorer shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette rose chercheuse. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 7.6 cm, females to 8.2 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: From depths of 220 to 
1240 m. 


hranehiostegal 
spine present 


PENAEIOAE 


suture 
distinct 


telson 
armed with 
1 pair of 
fixed lateral 


spines 


Parapenaeus investigatoiis Alcock & Anderson, 1899 
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Shri mps and Pra wns 



PENAEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Flamingo shrimp; Fr - Crevette 
flamand. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 7.6 cm, females to 7.9 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Found between depths 
of 10 and 90 m. 


hnuichiostegal 
spine absent 


rostrum with 6*7 <lorsa] teeth 
and no ventral teeth 


longitudinal 
suture present 


Parapenaeus longipes Alcock. 1905 



mstrum slightly 
cuned, pointing 
downwards 


PENAEIDAE 


no longitudinal 
suture 


Penaeopsis baksi Ivanov & Hassan, 1976 


FAO names: En - Scythe shrimp. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 12.8 cm, females to 15 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs on soft sand and 
mud at depths between 280 and 980 m. 


teUon 


icison with 1 pair 
of fixed spines 
and 2 pairs of 
movable spines 



FAO names: En - Gondwana shrimp. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 10.7 cm, females to 13.8 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs mainly on soft 
bottoms at depths between 180 and 680 m. 


telson 


PENAEIDAE 


no longitudinal 
suture 


rostrum slightly 
curved, pointing 
upwards 


Pemieopsis jerryi P6re/. Farfante, 1979 


telson w ith I pair 
of fixed spines 
and 3 pairs of 
movable spines 
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gasln>ort>ital crest ending 
close to hepatic spine 


PENAEIDAE 


Size: Males to 18.4 cm, females to 23 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with trawls, driftnets, set 
gillnets, and other net gear. Of major interest 
to fisheries. 


Habitat and bioiogy: Inhabits shelf areas 
from the coastline to depths of about 90 m. 


FAO names: En - Indian white shrimp; 
Fr - Crevette royale des Indes. 

Local names: 


rostrum with 
7-9 dorsal 
and 4^ 
teeth 


hepatic 

absent 


Penaeus (Fenneropenaeus) indicus H. Milne-Edwards, 1837 


uropods green 
or red distally 


Penaeus (Fenneropenaeus) penicillatus Alcock, 1905 

FAO names: En - Redtail prawn; Fr - Crevette 
queue rouge. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 16.3 cm, females to 21.2 cm 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Found between depths 
of 2 and 90 m. 


PENAEIDAE 






hepatic 

crest 

absent 



telson 

unarmed 



last band not reaching 
ventral margin 


FAO names: En - Kuruma shrimp; 
Fr - Crevette kuruma. |" 

Local names: 


rostrum banded 


Size: Males to 20 cm, females to 23.5 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with trawls, driftnets, and 
set gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits shelf areas 
from the coastline to depths of about 90 m; 
most common in less than 50 m on sandy 
bottoms. 


PENAEIDAE 


rostrum with 9- 1 1 dorsal teeth 
and 1 ventral tooth 


Penaeus (Marsupenaeus) japonicus Bate, 1 888 


ial 
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Shrimps and Prawns 



lavi Kind ivjching lo 
vcninil margin 


PENAEIDAE 


■ Witch prawn; Fr - Crevette 


rosimm wiih I dorvil 
teeth and I \cntral KNUh 


FAO nantes: En 
sorciere. 

Local names: 

Size: Males lo 14.5 cm, females to 18.2 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with trawls, stakenets, and 
bagnets. Of little interest to fisheries 

Habitat and biology: From the coastline to 
depths of about 50 m. 


Penaeus (Melicertes) canaliculatus (Olivier, 1811) 



(elson armed w ith 
? pairs of small 
movable spines 


Size: Males to 16.2 cm, females to 20 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with trawls. Of little Interest 
to fisheries. 


Habitat and biology: From the coastline to 
depths of about 80 m; on sandy or muddy 
bottoms, with a clear preference for sand. 


FAO names: En - Western kingprawn; 
Fr - Crevette royale occidentale. 

Local names: 


PENAEIDAE 


rosinim wi(h ^ 
dorsal iceth u 


Penaeus (Melicertesi UuLsulcalus Kishinouye. 1896 


odniNtnil crcsl and gnMivc 
extending lo about here 



PENAEIDAE 


} pairs of 
nnuable 
spiives 


Size: To 20.5 cm. 


Fisheries: No Information available. 

Habitat and biology: On sandy or mud and 
sand bottons, from the coastline to depths of 
300 m. 


FAO names: En - Aloha prawn. 
Local names: 


rostrum with 8-IOdocval icvih 
and 1*2 Ncnlral iccih 


Penaeus (Meliceiius) marginatus Rundall. 1840 


adrosirul crest and griMtvc 
extending almost lo posterior 
btHxler of carapace 


Coi ighled mat :;al 
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FAO names; En - Giant tiger prawn; 

Fr - Crevette g6ante tigrPe. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 26.8 cm, females to 33.7 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls, glllnets, boat 
and shore seines. Of major interest to fisher- 
ies. 

Habitat and biology: From the coastline to 
depths of about 150 m; on mud or sand bot- 
toms; juveniles in mangrove swamps. 


PENAEIDAE 


pale yellow and 
dafi bn>wn bar* 


iclM>n 

unanned 


Penaeus (Penaeus) monodon Fabricius. 1798 


rosirum with 7*8 dorsal teeth 
and .1-4 ventral teeth 


uniennoc unifonn 
pink-brown 


^1 



antennae banded 
while and brown 


FAO names: En - Green tiger prawn; Fr - Crevette 
tigree verte. 

Local names: 

Size: Males to 18 cm, females to 23 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls, driftnets, boat 
and beach seines. Of major interest to fisher- 
ies. 

Habitat and biology: Continental shelf from 
the coastline to depths of about 130 m; on 
mud, sandy-mud, or sandy-grit bottoms. 


PENAEIDAE 


hepatic 

crest 

present 


icison 

unarmed 


Penaeus (Penaeus) semisulcatus De Haan. 1 844 
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Shrimps and Prawns 


ion^ituilina] 
suture shun 


rustnim w ith 7-1 1 dorsal teeth 
and no \entnil teeth 


PENAEIOAE 


Trachypenaeus curvirostris Slimpson, I860 


FAO names: En - Cocktail shrimp; Fr - Crevette 
cocktail. 

Local names: 

Size; Males to 8.1 cm. females to 10.5 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls and gillnets. 
Habitat and bioiogy: On sand and mud from 
depths of 10 to 300 m. 


cxopod on 
5"' petciojxid 
present 


lelson iimied with 
3-4 pairs of small 
movable spines 


SERGESTIDAE 
Sergestid shrimps 


Aceles erythraeus Nobili, 1905 


rustnim short 


FAO names: En - Tsivakihini paste shrimp; 

Fr - Crevette tsivakihini. 

Local names: 

Size: To 48 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with pushnets, bagnets, 
and seines. 

Habitat and biology: Marine and brackish 
habitats; on muddy or sandy bottoms to 
depths of 55 m. 


carapace rlaleral view) 


4'^ iuul 5“' pair, 
of pcrek^xls 
cnliiely lacking 


right half of teLson 
(dorsal view) 
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Lobsters 


GUIDE TO FAMILIES 


NEPHROPIDAE 


Page 23 



True lobsters 

To 15 cm. Marine, mainly deeper water; on 
soft substrates. Three species off the north- 
ern coast of Somalia. 


1'' pair of 
percloptxJs large 


pair of pereioptids 
with chela 


PALINLRIDAE 


Page 24 


Spiny lobsters 

To about 50 cm. Marine; mostly shallow 
water; coral and sand stone reefs, some 
species on soft substrata. Nine species from 
Somalia. 



SCYLLARIDAE 


Slipper lobsters 

To about 25 cm. Marine; shallow and deep 
water, down to depths of 484 m; on soft sub- 
strates. Six species from Somalia. 



Page 28 
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NEPHROProAE 


True lobsters 


Nephropsis ensirostris Alcock. 1901 



median iktrsul 
Carina on 
somite 


FAO names: En - Gladiator lobsterette. 

Local names: 

Size: To 6 cm body length. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in deep waters, 
off the northern coast of Somalia. 


rostrum without 
lateral teeth 


tmlcriur carupace (dorsal view) 



Nephropsis stewarti Wood-Mason. 1 872 


NEPHROPIDAE 


FAO names: En - Indian Ocean lobsterette: 
Fr - Langoustine indienne. 

Local names: 

Size:To 15cm body length, common to 10cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs on muddy sub- 
strates between depths of 170 to 1060 m off 
the northern coast of Somalia. 




anlcrior carapace (dorsal view) 


Nephropsis suhmi Bale, 1 888 

FAO names: En - Red and white lobsterette. 
Local names: 

Size: To 11 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy substrates 
between depths of 780 and 2030 m off the 
northern coast of Somalia. 



anterior carapace (dorsal viewl 
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l-obsieni 


PALINURIDAE 


Spiny lobsters 

Linuparus somniosus Berr>' & George. 1972 



FAO names: En - African spear lobster; 

Fr - Langouste javelot d'Afrique. 

Local names: Aarigoosto. 

Size: To about 35 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On rough substrate with 
sand and mud from depths of 216 to 375 m. 


fronul horns 
fused lo hnnul 
project K>ns 


anterior carapace (dorsal view) 



Palinustus mossambicus Barnard. 1926 

FAO names: En • Buffalo blunt-horn lobster. 

Local names: 

Size: To 9.5 cm body length. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Reported from muddy 
substrate from depths of 59 to 406 m. 



anterior carapace (dopial view ) 


PALINURIDAE 



firsi segment of 
anicnnulor peduncle as 
long as the 2 segments of 
antennal peduncle 
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Panulims homarus (Linnaeus. 17.58) 


PALINURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Scalloped spiny lobster; 
Fr - Langouste festonnee. 

Local names: Aarigoosto-Shiikgaaley. 

Size: To 31 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught with baited lines, baited 
nets, and traps. Of major importance to fisher- 
ies. 

Habitat and bioiogy: inhabits shailow waters 
between depths of 1 and 90 m; found among 
rocks, often in the surf zone; gregarious and 
nocturnal. 



4 

large .spines 


antcnnular plate 



vviih iruiiNvcrM* 

griKuc 


margin <»t | 
iransvervc c i 
scaDopcil I 


Panulirus longipes (A. Milne-Edwards. 1868) 


FAO names: En - Longlegged spiny lobster; 
Fr - Langouste diablotin. 

Local names: Aarigoosto-Shiikgaaley. 

Size: To 30 cm body length, average between 
20 to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mostly by hand by divers, or 
with spears: also with traps, tangle nets, and 
lobster pots. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits clear or slightly 
turbid waters at depths of 1 to 18 m; in rocky 
areas and on coral reefs; nocturnal. 


PALINURIDAE 
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Lobsters 


PanuHrus ontatus (Fabricius, 1798) 


PALINURIDAE 



lar^c near 

buM.' of pleura 
aetompunicd h\ an 
oblique pale sircak 


FAO names: En - Ornate spiny lobster; 
Fr-Langousteomee. 

Local names; Aarigoosto-Deelley. 

Size: To 50 cm body length, common between 
30 and 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mostly by hand by divers, or 
speared: also with handnets. Of major impor- 
tance to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits shallow, some- 
times slightly turbid coastal waters, usually at 
depths of 1 to 8 m; on sandy and muddy sub- 
strates, but also on coral reefs and on rocky 
bottoms. 


aniennulur plate 


Panulirus peniciUatm (Olivier. 1791 ) 


FAO names: En - Pronghorn spiny lobster; 
Fr - Langouste fourchette. 

Local names: Aarigoosto-Deelley. 

Size: To about 40 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught with hand by divers, or 
speared: also with trammel nets. Of major 
importance to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: In clear waters over 
rocky substrates from depths of 1 to 4 m; 
nocturnal. 



PALINURIDAE 



alxlomiiiat 

\4>iniie\ with 
iransverNc gri*ovc 
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Panulinis I'm/co/or (Lalrcillc. 1804) 


FAO names: En - Painted spiny lobster; 

Fr - Langouste barriolee. 

Local names: Aarigoosto-Sharaxley. 

Size: To 40 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught by divers, either by hand or 
with spears. Of major importance to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: in shallow waters, from 
the sublittoral down to a depth of 15 m; on 
coral reefs, often on the seaward edges of the 
reef plateau; nocturnal. 



antennulur p 


PALINURIDAE 



cafiipuce uhiii\h 
with ucll defined 
^huTf>i> dclimticd 

utV4)s of bluivh hluL'k 


abdominal 

NomitCK 

irans\ci\e gnxne 


Puerulm angulatm (Bale. 1888) 


PALINURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Banded whip lobster. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 21 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Experimental fishing with various 
types of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Over sand or mud sub- 
strates from depths of 274 to 536 m. 



unleriur carapace (dorsuO leu) 



Hagclla of 
anicnnulc 
vcf> shori 


ntedian 
kcc) with 
5 teeth 
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Lobsters 


Puerulus sewelli Kamadun. I*J3S 

FAO names; En - Arabian whip lobster; 

Fr - Langouste fouet arabe. 

Local names; 

Size; To about 20 cm body length. 

Fisheries; Caught with trawls. Of major im- 
portance to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology; On substrate of coarse 
sand, hard mud, and shells at depths between 
180 to 1300 m. 



anterior carapace (dorsal view) 



SCYLLARIDAE 
Slipper lobsters 


Scyllarides haanii (Dc Haan in von Sicbold. 1841) 

FAO names; En - Aesop slipper lobster. 

Local names; 

Size; To 50 cm body length. 

Fisheries; Caught with lobster pots. 

Habitat and biology; Known from depths be- 
tween 10 and 135 m. 



2 diMinci lateral 
vpots and I k&s 
dark central spot 


distinct median 
hump on 
abdt>minat 
set‘n»cnis 
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Scyllarides squammosus (H. Milne Edwards. 18.^7) 


SCYLLARIDAE 


FAO names: En - Blunt slipper lobster; 

Fr - Cigale grenue. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 40 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught usually by hand by divers, 
also with traps. 

Habitat and biology: Occurring on reefs and in 
rocky areas, mainly between depths of 20 and 
50 m; nocturnal. 



Scyllarides Iridaciiopliaga Hollhuis. 1967 


SCYLLARIDAE 


FAO names: En - Clamkiller slipper lobster. 
Local names: 

Size: To about 30 cm body length. 

Fisheries: No Information available. 

Habitat and biology: Found at depths of 5 to 
112 m; the species has been observed to open 
live Tridaaui shells; eats also other molluscs 
and dead fish. 
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Lobsters 


Scyllarus hatei Holihuis. 1 946 


FAO names: En - Soft locust lobster; Fr - Cigale 
douce. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 7 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On sandy and muddy 
substrates, from depths of 160 to 484 m. 


SCYLLARIDAE 



carjpucc uith few 
luhcrvlc^ and cMcnsisc 
mihkkH aivas 


UivUnct oblique 
cafiiia on 4'* 
antcnnul 
sc^mcni. hut no 
tubercle 


Scyllarus rugosus H. Milne Edwards. 18.37 

FAO names: En - Hunchback locust lobster. 
Local names: 

Size: To 6 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Usually on sandy and 
muddy bottoms, mainly between depths of 20 
to 60 m. 


SCYLLARIDAE 


)/ 
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Thenus orienlalis (Lund. 1793) 


SCYLLARIDAE 


FAO names: En - Flathead lobsters; Fr - Cigale 
raquette. 

Local names: Aarlgoosto-Baxareed. 

Size: To about 25 cm body length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. Of importance 
to fisheries. 

Habitat and bioiogy: On mud and/or sand 
bottoms, from depths of 8 to 100 m. 



eyes on Mtic 
t>f curjpucc 
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Bi\ ulvcs 


BIVALVES 

TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS 



Adductor muscle: Muscle connecting the two valves of a shell, tending to draw them together. 

Byssus: Clump of horny threads spun by the foot, by which a Bivalve can anchor to a hard substrate. 
Chomata; Small denticles and corresponding pits located on the inner margin of the valves (families 
Ostreidae and Gryphaeidae). 

Concentric; Parallel to lines of growth. 

Equilateral; The condition of a valve when growth on either side of umbo is symmetrical. 

Equivalve: The condition of a shell when valves are of same shape and size. 

Hinge; Top interlocking margin of the valves, often with shelly projections (teeth) and corresponding 
recesses (sockets). 

Ligament: Horny, elastic structure joining the two valves dorsally. 

Mantle; Fleshy sheet surrounding vital organs and composed of two lobes, one lining and secreting each 
valve. 

Muscle scar; Impression marking the place of attachment of a muscle inside the shell. 

Pallial line: A line near internal margin of valve, marking the site of attachment of the mantle edge. 
Radial (or radiating): Diverging from umbo, like the spokes of a wheel. 

Socket: See hinge. 

Tooth: See hinge. 

Umbo (pi. umbones): The first formed part of a valve, usually above the hinge. 

Valve: One of the main shelly halves of a Bivalve. 
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GUIDE TO FAMILIES 



Pearl oysters 

To about 20 cm. Marine. Two species in- 
cluded in the Guide to Species. 


inicriitf uilh 
nacreous layer 


ftiilhul line 
uiiht)iit sinus 


ligunK'nt cxiemuK 
elongate and sunken 
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posterior adductor 
scur large 


iige line straight, teeth 
reduced to absent 


shell compressed, 
with scaly to 
lanK’iliitc surface 


PTERIIDAE 



}\illial line 
u ithmii sinus 


hinge line straight, ssith 
well devehiped eais 


umho median 


To about 11 cm. marine. Two species in- 
cluded in the Guide to Species. | bwsai n..uh ..n 


Page 36 


ligament internal, 
pointing under umho 


single pttstcrior 
adductor scar 


Scallops 


shell more tir less 
incijuisaivc. with vseil- 
developcJ radial ril>s 


PECTINIDAE 
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single posterior 
atlduetor scar 


shell structure vesicular 
(itMisi visible near 
internal margins) 


ligamenlal anra with 
shallow median 


Oysters 

To about 30 cm. Marine. One species in- 
cluded in the Guide to Species. 


chomaia long and 
sinutnis. branched 


shell irregularly shaped. 
inot{uivalvc. cemented to 
substrate by leti valve 


GRYPHAEIDAE 
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Bivalves 
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PTERIIDAE 



n.iav<»uv 
iitdfgm vers Jiuk 


hinvc uilhtHil 
teeth 


FAO names: En - Black-lip pearl oyster; 

Fr - Pintadine a levre noire. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell height to 20 cm. 
Fisheries: Coilected for its edible muscle, na- 
creous shell and ability to develop pearls. 
Shell used in the mother-of-pearl industry. 
Habitat and biology: Gregarious species, 
often forming natural beds in littoral and sub- 
littoral zones. Attached by byssus, at least in 
the young stages. 


Pinclada margaritifera (Linnaeus. 1758) 


anlciior iiuu^in stntn^ly 
pnHnidin^ lip o( 

anicn»>r car 


«tuisi«Jc ^rcvtvh bn*wn 
(»r grey, with radial 
sinpev ol white spots 


nacrv^His aa-a oMcn 
wiihilari h(»rtlcr 


shell rather ihiek aiHl lur^e. 
suhureuliu' in iHJilinc 




PTERIIDAE 


antenor margin slightiv 
pnitrudmg or twK at all 
beyond tip ol antenor car 


outside tan to brown or 
rcdtlish. ttlicn with 
darker hkIijI bands 


Pinctada radiata ( Leuch. 1814) 


shell rather thin and siiull. 
sulx)uadrate in outline 


FAO names: En - Rayed pearl oyster; 

Fr - Pintadine radi6e. ^ 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell height to 9.5 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected for its edible muscle, na- 
creous shell and ability to develop pearls. 
Habitat and biology: Byssally attached to 
seagrass leaves, rocks, dead corals, and vari- 
ous hard objects. Often forming natural banks, 
from low tide levels to depths of about 30 m. 
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Bivalves 


PECTINIDAE 


Chlamys senatoria (Gniclin. 1791 ) 


FAO names: En - Senatorial scallop: 

Fr - Petoncle senateur. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell height to 8 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected for subsistence by 
coastal people. 

Habitat and biology: Attached by byssus to 
hard elements, usually In sandy to muddy 
bottoms with gravel, coral and shell debris, or 
rocks. Littoral and sublittoral zones. 



amcm>r car much 
ihan postCTKir 


colour viiriahlc. yellow 
lo reddish brow n with 
LTcamy patches 


GloripaUium pallium (Linnaeus. 1758) 


FAO names: En - Royal cloak scallop: 

Fr - Petoncle manteau. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell height to 11 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected by coastal people for 
subsistence purposes. 

Habitat and biology: Attached by byssus un- 
der coral heads and rocks, in the Intertidal and 
sublittoral zones, to a depth of about 30 m. 
Can actively swim for some distance when 
detached. 



uhoul 1 large radial rihv 
with stmngly pmjcciing 
iransscrsc lamellae 


colour in vanmis shades 
of deep reddish purple, 
w iih roughi) LXMiL'cnlric 
whitish maculalions 


anterior ear slightly 
hirger tkin posterior 


GRYPHAEIDAE 


Hyotissa hyolis (LInnucus. 1 758) 


shell large and thick, 
suhorhiculur in outline 



radial nhs large, w ith 
imhncaic\t gnmih lamellae 
gising a few tubular spines 


FAO names: En - Honey comb oyster: 

Fr - Pycnodonte geante. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell height to 30 cm. 
Fisheries: Locally collected for food by fisher- 
men. 

Habitat and biology: Cemented to hard sub- 
strates. mostly in coral reef areas and In littoral 
to shallow subtidal zones. 


M'siculur Nhi't) strudun* (vnluruedt 








inicritir milky while, 
becoming brown to 
black oft pcnplwry 
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OSTREIDAE 

Dendosirea folium (Linnaeus. 17.‘iX) 



mc-dun gnxnc 
tvtixlcrcd h> 
spmosc 
pn>j<x'tii>ns «Hi 
lower vulve 


FAO names: En - Leaf oyster; Fr - Huitre 
feuille. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell height to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Locally collected for subsistence 
by fishermen. 

Habitat and biology: Attached to rocks or 
seawhip stems, in marine and estuarine, litto- 
ral to sublittoral environments. 


man> >hiirp radial ribs 
gi\ing /ig-/ag tiurgins 


surface w ilh many tine 
C4«nccntrK‘ gntu Ih scales 


shell slightly incquivaivc. 
elongate ovale, purple 
hr\)wn in colour 




Size: Maximum shell length to 20 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected by fishermen for subsis- 
tence purpose. 

Habitat and biology: Attached to rocks or 
corals by clasping spines of the left valve, from 
low in the intertidal zone to a depths of about 
30 m. 


a few shurp-cxIgcJ 
radial (olds 


surl'acc rtHighcncil hv 
mans small mornied 
prmuhcranccs 


peripheral margin 
finely granulose 


FAO names: En - Cock's comb oyster; 
Fr - Huitre cr6te-de-coq. 

Local names: 


lutplia cristagalli (Linnaeus. 1 758) 


shell suhequivalve. 
dull brown lo deep 
purple in ctilour 




inicmal margins deep 
purple to black 


cre>ceni-like 
|)aliial imprints 


chomula well 
developed 


OSTREIDAE 


FAO names: En - 
capuchon. 

Local names: 


Hooded oyster; Fr - Huitre 


recess under hinge 


Size: Maximum shell height to 20 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected for food by local fisher- 
men. 


Habitat and biology: Attached to various hard 
substrates in marine to estuarine environ- 
ments. Intertidal and shallow water. Gregari- 
ous species, often forming dense colonies. 


Saccostrea cuccullata (Bom. 1778) 


shell exceedingly 
vanahlc in shape 
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Bivalves 


TRIDACNIDAE 


Tridacna maxima { Riiding, 1 798) 

FAO names: En - Elongate giant clam; 

Fr - B^nitier allonge. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell length to 35 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected for food by local fisher- 
men in coral reef flats. 

Habitat and biology: On reefs, partially em- 
bedded in coral, in littoral and shallow subtidal 
waters. 


>hcll inequiluteml. 

{sa'viHJi while, 
oflcn linked with 
>cllow or orange 



Moul Ncaly 
radial lihs 


uinhoncs siiuatcd 
anicriorly 


posterior end 


lonuaied 


spaces helween 
nbs narrow 


h>ssal tipening 
hnuJ 


Tridacna squamosa Lumurck. 1819 


umho suhmeJian 


t 


TRIDACNIDAE 



spaces between 
nbs large 


byssal opening 
reduced 


FAO names: En - Fluted giant clam; 

Fr - Benitier ecailleux. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell length to 40 cm. 
Fisheries: Locally collected for food by fisher- 
men in coral reef areas. 

Habitat and biology: Attached by byssus to 
the surface of coral reefs, in littoral and shal- 
low waters. 


sliel] suhequilaiL'ral. cohuir 
greyish white someiinws 
tinged with orange 
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GASTROPODS 


TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS 

I 



Aperture: Opening of shell, at the last formed margin; in a spiral shell, the margin nearer to the coiling axis 
forms the inner lip, and the opposite margin the outer lip. 

Axial: See sculpture. 

Base: Lower part of shell, anterior to level of periphery of body whorl. 

Body whorl: The largest, last turn of the spiral in a coiled shell. 

Callus: Thick secondary deposit of lime, generally shiny and porcellaneous. 

Columella: Coiling axis of shell, forming the lower part of inner lip. 

Lip: See aperture. 

Nucleus: Earliest formed part of the operculum. 

Operculum: Horny or calcareous part attached to the foot, sealing aperture when animal retracts within 
the shell. 

Sculpture: Relief pattern on shell surface. When parallel to the curve of whorls, sculptural elements are 
spiral: when parallel to the coiling axis, they are axial. 

Shoulder: Distinct spiral angulation of a whorl. 

Siphonal canal: Trough-like or tubular extension of aperture anteriorly, for inclosure of a fleshy siphon. 
Spiral: See sculpture. 

Spire: All the whorls of a shell, except the last one. 

Suture: Spiral line or groove of shell surface, where adjacent whorls meet. 

Umbilicus: Opening at base of shell made around the coiling axis when columella is hollow. 

Varix (pi. varices): Axial rib-like thickening of the outer surface of shell, representing a previous growth 
halt during which the outer lip of aperture thickened. 
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GUIDE TO FAMILIES 




TURBINELLIDAK 


Vase shells 

To about 15 cm. Marine. One 
species included in the Guide 
to Species. 


shell thick 
and heavy 
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wulpture mugh, 
Mith blunt spines 


colutnellu with 
strung folds 


siplional canal 
present 
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TROCHIDAE 



iHIItT lip vcr> 
ohlique 


FAO names: En - Dentate top shell; 

Fr - Troque pyramidal. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell length to 8 cm. 

Fisheries: Collected for Its shell and edible 
flesh which is also used as bait by fishermen. 
Shell valued for mother-of-pearl, exported to 
the Sudanese market. 

Habitat and biology: Common on shallow 
reef flats where it grazes on algae. 


ccniral pan of haw tinged blue tir 
green and ctMitcnlncally stnalcd 


>piral nm of 
'^(ntng rounded 
knobs aho\e 
suture of each 
whorl 


ohtu|ue fine 
gmo\cs cn»ssing 
lou a.\iul sculpture 


Tectus denUitus (fotsskal. 1775) 


shell pyramidal with 
a Hal hose, colour 
dull greyish pink 


STROMBIDAE 



6 more or less 
developed digiuiions 
on outer lip 


aperture and 
lips simxith. 
creamy pink 


strong knohs on 
spire whorls 


Ijamhis truncata ( Humphrey, 1 786) 


FAO names: En - Giant spider conch; 

Fr - Ptbroebre geant. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell length to 30 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected for food by local fisher- 
men. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow water of coral 
reef flats, mainly on sandy, algal, and coral 
rubble bottoms. 


siphitnai canal 
slightly rtvursed 


outer coltHir 
creamy tun to 
dark hrow n. 
only slightly 
tTHMtled 


strttmhoid notch 
shallow 





Stromhiis triconiis Humphrey. 1 786 


STROMBIDAE 



posleritH' expansion of 
outer lip long artd nam>w 
in the adult shell 


FAO names: En - Three-knobbed conch; 
Fr - Strombe tricorne. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell length to 15 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected for food by fishermen 
in the Gulf of Oman. The operculum is 
exported to Sudan, to be used as a base 
for perfume manufacture. 

Habitat and biology: Common on sandy 
bottoms in very shallow reef flats. 


rounded knohs 
on shoulder 


siphonal canal short 


and lips smooth, 
whitisi) lo fKiic pink 


siromhoid 


notch deep 


outer colour w hilish. 
often suffused and 
strongly flecked with 
soft hmw ns 
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Gasiropods 


MURICIDAE 


Chicoreus ramosus (Linnaeus. I7.‘>8) 



siphiinat canal 
TiKHlcruldv long, hmad 
ami slighiK curved 


FAO names; En - Ramose murex; Fr - Murex 
rameux. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell length to 32.5 cm. 
Fisheries: Collected by local fishermen for 
food and bait. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy gravel and 
coarse sand bottoms of coral reef flats, in 
littoral zone and shallow subtidal water. 


3 axial varices 
per u horl. each 
with strong. 
Imnd-likc spines 


aperture while. 
sutTusodwith 
pink to orange | 
red im lips i 


colour whilish. 
nujfc ttr less 
tinged with 
brown 


Chicorem virgineus (Riiding. 1798) 


MURICIDAE 


FAO names: En - Virginal murex; Fr - Murex 
virginal. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum shell length to 16 cm. 
Fisheries; Locally collected by fishermen for 
subsistence or bait purposes. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow water, often 
half buried in sand of reef flats. 



aperture while, 
often nmmed with 
pink on lips 


3 axial varices per 
whorl, each with a 
short, stoui pointed 
spine on shtnildcr 


Mphonal canal 
nuidcraielv long, broad 
and slightly recurved 


colour w hile to 
light brown, often 
with scattered 
brow n flecks 
between varices 


TURBINELLIDAE 


Vasum lurbiitellus (Linnucus. 1 758) 


FAO names: En - Top vase; Fr - Turbinelle 
cornue. 

Local names; 

Size; Maximum shell length to 8.5 cm 
Fisheries: Collected by hand on the reef flats. 
Used as food or as bait by the fishermen. 

Habitat and biology: On sandy or stony bot- 
toms. specially in coral reef areas. During the 
day, often sheltered under dead coral rocks of 
the reef flats. Feed on marine worms. Abun- 
dant In intertidal and shallow subtidal waters, 
to a depths of few meters. 



vhnuldcr w ilh a row 
of long, cun L*d. 
blunt spines 


coUnir whitish, with 
dari brown spiral 
harkis between the ribs 


sho|vc biconical. with 
a rather short spire 
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CEPHALOPODS 

TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS 
AND GUIDE TO ORDERS 


Order SEPioiDEA - Cuttlefishes 

Sepion (internal shell) large, chalky, rigid; 8 arms and 2 retractile tentacles. 



^entriil vien 

diagram of basic cuttleHsh features 



ventral vievt dorsal view 

cutlleboiie 
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C-cphalopod; 


Order TEUTHOIDEA- SquidS 

Gladius (or internal shell) chitinous, Ilexible, pen-shaped; 8 arms and 2 non-retractile tentacles. 




gladius uf squid 


composite diagram illustrating basic 
squid (tculhoid) Tcatures 


example of liectocotylized 
arm in male iHtex) 


Order OCTOPODA - Octopuses and Argonauts 

Internal shell reduced or absent; 8 arms, no tentacles. 




diagram of hi‘ct(K'ot\lus 
shoeing ligula measurement 
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Cuttlefishes 
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Sepia arahica Massy, 1916 

FAQ names; En - Arabian cuttlefish; 
Fr - Seiche d'Arabie. 

Local names; 

Size; To 7 cm mantle length. 
Fisheries; Caught with bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology; Unknown. 




Sepia australis Quoy & Gaimard. I S.t2 


SEPIIDAE 


□ 


FAO names; En - Southern cuttlefish: 
Fr - Seiche australe. 


Local names; 

Size; To 5.5 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries; No Information. 

Habitat and biology; Demersal, abundant on 
the upper shelf from depths of 50 to 100 m. 

Remarks; Presence In Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 




U'nlui'ular club 


dorsal sicH 
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Cephalopods 


Sepia latimanus Quoy and Guimard. 1 8.^2 


SEPIIDAE 



FAO names: En - Broadclub cuttlefish; 

Fr - Seiche grandes mains. 

Local names: Ouusho-Dhuleed. 

Size: To 50 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, jigs, set- 
nets. and spears. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters of 
tropical coral reefs to depths of 30 m. 


a \cvs n)c'dian 
suckers eniar^’cJ 


5*6 suckers tn 
iransversc rows 


tcniilcular cluh 



icniacular 
cluhs hull 
nKKtn-shapcd 


dorsal view 


I 


Sepia murrayi Adam & Rees. 1966 


5-6 >ubcqiiul 

FAO names: En - Froa cuttlefish; f 

•r - Seiche 

irunsccrvc row s 


grenouille. 

Local names: 

Size: To 4.5 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: A nerltic demersal species. 



SEPIIDAE 



U-nlacular dub 


dnnail view 



X suckers III 
Iransvcrsc rows 


SEPIIDAE 


Ivntaculur club 


^ dorsal view . , 

Copy: ..;nal 


FAO names: En - Pharaoh cuttlefish; Fr - Seiche 
pharaon. 

Local names: Duusho-Ohuleed. 


Size: Males to 43 cm mantle length, females 
to 33 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with trawls, jigs, and trolls. 

Habitat and biology: A neritic demersal spe- 
cies occurring from the coastline to a depth of 
about 110 m; during the reproductive season, 
when the species migrates shoreward, more 
abundant in depths of around 40 m. The egg 
clusters are attached to plants, shells and 
other substrates. 


5*6 mcJian vuckers 
qtiiic cnlur^cJ 


Sepia pliaraonix Ehrenbergh. 1 8.1 1 
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Sepia praslituli WwQkvt'onh. 1936 


FAO names: En - Hooded cuttlefish; Fr- Seiche 
capuchon. 

Local names: Duusho-Dhuleed. 

Size: To 14 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: A demersal shallow 
water species: from the coastline to a depth of 
over 40 m . 


8 nmA of suckers 
forming obhque series 


2-3 median suckers 
greatly enlarged 


anterior margin of mantle 
reaching level of anterior 
margin of eyes 


SEPIIDAE 



Icniacular rliih 


Sepia sav’ignyi Blainville. 1X27 



FAO names: En - Broadback cuttlefish; 

Fr - Seiche gros dos. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 3 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: A neritic demersal spe- 
cies: depth range from 25 to 70 m. 


K suhci|ual suckers 
in transverse rmns 


tentacular club 


SEPIIDAE 



Sepia trygania (Rochebrunc. 1X84) 


FAO names: En - Trident cuttlefish; 

Fr - Seiche trident. 

Local names: 

Size: To 5 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology: A demersal species 
occurring from depths of 35 to 415 m. 


about 5 suckers 
gicallv enlarged 


tentacular club 





4K 


Cephalopods 


Sepiella iaennis Orbigny, 1 848 


SEPIIDAE 



FAO names; En ■ Spineless cuttlefish: 

Fr - Sepia inerme. 

Local names: 

Size: To 12.5 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, beach seines, 
and fixed bagnets. 

Habitat and biology: A demersal shallow- 
water species occurring to depths of about 
40 m. 


If»*24 minulc 
suckers in 
transNcrsc nm s 


It'nUcuUr club 


LOLIGINIDAE 


IjtUgo duvauceli Orbigny. 1 848 



FAO names : En - Indian squid: Fr - Calmar 
indien. 

Local names: Duusho-Baxareed. 

Size: To 29 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls and seines. 
Habitat and biology: A neritic shallow-water 
species occurring in depths between 30 and 
170 m. Forms large aggregations during the 
spawning season. Feeds on crustaceans, 
fishes, and squids. 


4 mu s of 
suckers 
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Loligo forbesi Sleenslrup. 1 856 


FAO names: En - Veined squid; Fr - Encornet 
veine. 

Local names: Kalamaare, Duusho. 

Size: Males to 90 cm mantle length, females 
to 41 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, and jigs. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in tropical and 
temperate waters. The entire depth range ex- 
tends from about 100 to 400 m. Feeds mainly 
on small and juvenile fishes, but also on other 
cephalopods, crustaceans, and polychaetes. 


left arm IV of male 
hcctoeotylized 


Sepioteulhis lessoniana Lesson. 1 830 




LOLIGINIDAE 



length of fins 
about 3/4 of 
mantle length 


posterior 
margin slightly 
concave 


dorsal \iew 


LOLIGINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Bigfin reef squid; Fr - Cal- 
mar tonnelet. 

Local names: 

Size: To 36 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with lure-hooks, seines, 
and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Neritic, occurring from 
the surface down to a depth of at least 100 m. 
Feeds mainly on prawns and fishes, occasion- 
ally on stomatopods and crabs. 


left arm IV of muk‘ 
hcctocotyll;red 





length of fins 
almost lOO'iit of 
mantle length 


dorsal vieM 
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Ccph^lopix^ 


ONYCHOTEUTHIDAE 


Oiiycholeulhis hanksi (Leach, 1817) 


FAO names: En - Common clubhook squid: 
Fr - Cornet crochu. 


Local names: Toolone. Duusho. 


Size: To 30 cm mantle length. 


Fisheries: Caught with dipnets. 



Habitat and biology: An oceanic species oc- 
curring from the surface to a depth of 150 m. 
but may be found as deep as 800 m. 


I ’>*23 targe 
rlavk'ULe 
in 2 nms 


tentacular dub 



dorsal view 


OMMASTREPHIDAE 


Ommaxirephes hartrami (la;.Sueur. I82I ) 


FAO names: En • Neon flying squid: 

Fr - Encornet volant. 

Local names: Tootone. Duusho. 

Size: Females to 50 cm mantle length, males 
somewhat smaller. 

Fisheries: Caught with drift gillnets and jig- 
ging machines. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, occurring from 
the surface to depths of about 1500 m. 




golden or 
silvery \lripe 
iitong ventral 
mtdiinc 


light organv 
embedded 
under vkin 



tentacular club 


left arm IN' of male 
hetiocol>li/ed 


central vie^ 


dorsal >ie>« 
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Symplectoteuthis ouataniemis (Lesson. 1830 ) 


FAO names: En - Purpleback flying squid: 

Fr - Encornet bande violette. 

Local names: Tootone, Ouusho. 

Size: To 35 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with dipnets and jigs. 
Habitat and biology: Oceanic, occurring from 
the surface to probably depths of 1000 m. 



U-nlacular club 


leri arm 1\' of mule 
hcciuculvlized 


OMMASTREPHIDAE 




THYSANOTEUTHIDAE 


Thysanoteulhis rhombus Tmschcl. 1 857 

FAO names: En - Diamondback squid: 
Fr - Chipiloua commun. 

Local names: Duusho. 

Size: To 1.0 m mantle length. 
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C'cphalojVKjs 


OCTOPODIDAE 

Octopuses 



lip of hccliH'citvIized 
right urni III uf mule 


d»rs4il 


FAO names: En - Sandbird octopus; 

Fr - Pouipe des sables. 

Local names: Yaambo. 

Size: To 30 cm total length (10 cm mantle 
length). 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, traps, and 
hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: A benthic species, com- 
mon on the continental shelf from depfhs of 30 
to 120 m. 


ligula short, with 
\cr> shullow 
5-8*'f of 
jnii length 


Octopus aegina Gray. 1 849 


Octopus cyaiteus Gray. 1 849 


FAO names: En - Big blue octopus; Fr - Gros 
pouipe bleu. 

Local names: Yaambo. 

Size: To 1 .2 m total length. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps and with spears 
at night. 

Habitat and biology: A benthic species occur- 
ring in shallow waters on coral reefs. 



a ringed ocellus on each side 
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Octopus defilippi Verany. 1 85 1 


FAO names: En - Lilliput longarm octopus: 
Fr - Pouipe ^ longs bras. 

Local names: 

Size: To 9 cm mantle length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: A benthic species, found 
over sandy or muddy bottoms from depths of 6 
to 60 m, occasionally down to 200 m. 



Octopus macropus Risso. 1 826 


OCTOPODIDAE 



FAO names: En - White-spotted octopus: 

Fr - Pouipe tachetd. 

Local names: Yaambo. 

Size: To 1 .5 m total length. 

Fisheries: Caught with spears, hooks, lures, 
trawls, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: A benthic, shallow-water 
species occurring in coral reefs, reef flats and 
on open bottoms. Feeds on crustaceans, mol- 
luscs, and occasionally fishes. 
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Cephalopods 


Octopus memhranaceus Quoy and Gaimard. IS32 

FAO names: En - Webfoot octopus; 

Fr - Pouipe a quatre yeux. 

Local names: 

Size; To 30 cm total length. 

Fisheries: Caught with pots and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: A benthic shallow-water 
species occurring down to a depth of 60 m. 
Hides in holes on flat bottoms. 


OCTOPODIDAE 



dursal 


Octopus vulgaris Lamarck. 1798 


FAO names: En - Common octopus; 

Fr - Pieuvre. 

Local names: Yaambo-Baxareed. 

Size: Males to 1.3 m total length, females to 
1.2 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with lures, hook-and-lines, 
pots, spears, and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: A benthic species occur- 
ring from the coastline to the outer edge of the 
continental shelf, fo a depth of 200 m; over 
rocks, on coral reefs and seagrass beds. 
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OCTOPODIDAE 
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Argonauts 
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Argonaiita argo Linnaeus. 1 758 

FAO names: En - Greater argonaut; 

Fr - Argonaute papier. 

Local names: 

Size: Length of shell in females to 30 cm, 
mantle length to 1 2 cm; males dwarf size, only 
1 .5 to 2 cm total length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: An epipeiagic, oceanic 
species, occurring in near-surface waters. 



female 
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Sharks 


SHARKS 

T he purpose of this guide is to ensure correct identification of all shark families recorded from Somalian 
waters. In order to avoid erroneous identification, certain families of no interest to fisheries, but which 
might be contused with important ones, are included here. 

Note: Families in the guide are arranged by order using the classification adopted by Eschmeyer (1990) 
which best reflects current use. Page numbers refer to those families that are treated in more detail in the 
species identification guide. Ail features utilized in the guide apply only to the species which occur in 
Somalia. 


TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS 
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GUIDE TO ORDERS AND FAMILIES 

Order Hexanchiformes- Frilled and Cow Sharks 

Six or 7 pairs of gill slits: single dorsal fin; anal fin present. 


HEXANCHIDAE 


Sixgill sharks 

To 1 .8 m. Mainly demersal, from depths of 90 
to 600 m. Of little interest to fisheries. A single 
species: Hexanchus viiuliis Springer and Wal- 
ler. 1969. 



Order Orectolobiformes - Carpet Sharks 

Five pair of gill slits, often the fifth overlapping the fourth; 2 dorsal fins without spines; mouth traverse, 
confined to well in front of eyes, usually with barbels {Khincodon typus with broad head and wide mouth). 


RHINCODONTIDAE 


Page 61 


Whale sharks 
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Sharks 


GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE 

Nurse sharks 

To 3.2 m. Demersal, from the intertidal zone 
to a depth of at least 70 m. Two species. 



origin of 1*' dorsal I'm 
shghilN antL*rioror 
behind pclvic-fm origin 
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Order LAMNiFORMES - Mackerel Sharks and allies 


Five pairs of gill slits: 2 dorsal fins without spines; anal fin present; mouth 
strongly arched, extending well behind eyes; no movable nictitating eyelid; 
intestinal valve of ring type. 

no niotnhk* nictitatinu i’>did 



LAMNIDAE 


Mackerel sharks 

To 4 m. Mainly epipelagic, from the surface 
to depths of at least 152 m. A single spe- 
cies. 


ALOPIIDAE 


Threshersharks 

To 5.5 m. Pelagic, but also near the bottom 
in greater depths, from the surface to depths 
at least 500 m. Three species. 


Page 62 
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Order CARCHARHiNiFORMES - Ground Sharks and 

i/T)\ 

allies 


Five pairs of gill slits; 2 dorsal fins without spines: anal fin present: 

iiio>2il)le iiii'titaliiiK 

mouth arched, extending behind anterior end of eyes; a movable 


nictitating eyelid; intestinal valve of scroll or spiral type. 




PROSCYLLIIDAE 

Finback catsharks 

To 46 cm. Demersal, from depths of 70 to 
766 m. Two species. 



TRI.AKIDAE 


Page 66 


Houndsharks 

To 1 .5 m. Demersal, from the intertidal region 
to a depth of at least 1 000 m. Three species. 


HEMIGALEIDAE 

Weasel sharks 

To 2.4 m. Demersal, from depths of 1 to 
30 m. A single species. 






intestinal valve of spiral type 
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Sharks 



inltstinul \alve of scroll t\pe 



Order SQUALIFORMES - Dogflsh Sharks and allies 

Five pairs of gill slits: 2 dorsal fins, usually with spines in front of each fin or without spines; anal fin 
absent. 


SQUALIDAE 

Dogfish sharks 


j I vpinc I 


Page 75 

no spine 


To 25 cm. Epipelagic, from depths of 200 to 
500 m. One species. 
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RHINCODONTIDAE 
Whale sharks 


Rhincodnn lypus Sm'nh. 1828 


FAO names: En - Whale shark; Fr - Requin 
baleine. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 12 m, possibly to 21 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with floating gillnets and 
trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: A pelagic filter feeder, 
occurring singly or in schools: often near the 
surface. Feeds on small pelagic crustaceans, 
schooling fishes, and squids. 



lower lobe verv strong 


iniemul gill slits inside inouth 
cavity w ith lllier scivens 


STEGOSTOMATIDAE 


Zebra sharks 



FAO names: En - Zebra shark; Fr - Requin 
zdbre. 

Local names: Farluuq Shabeellow. 

Size: To possibly 3.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, floating 
and fixed bottom gillnets, longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Very common on coral 
reefs. Feeds on molluscs and crustaceans. 


Stegostomafasciatum (Hermann. 1783) 


caudal Hn uKhjI half 
of lota) length 



young 


GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE 


Nurse sharks 



1 * dorsal-fin origin over 
middle of pels k'-fin base 


barbies shtni. mil 
ivaching mnuih 


FAO names: En - Shorttail nurse shark; 

Fr - Requin-nourrice ci queue courte. 

Local names: Libaax, Gacan Jebis. 

Size: To about 75 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: A sluggish, bottom- 
dwelling, shallow-water shark. 


Ginghmostoma hrevicaudatum Gunther. 1 866 


vcntrul vicM of head 


tooth 
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Sharks 


Nebrius ferrugineui (Lesson. 1830) 


FAO names: En - Tawny nurse shark; 

Fr - Requin nourrice fauve. 

Local names: 

Size: Reported to 3.2 m, common to 2.5 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with gillnets and line gear. 
Habitat and biology: In shallow waters from 
the intertidal zone to a depth of at least 70 m. 
Demersal, on coral and rocky reefs, in lagoons 
and on sand flats. Feeds on a variety of bottom 
invertebrates and small fishes. 



GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE 


1'* ik>TN;i)-rm ongin over 
pels ic-fm origin 


hiirhlcN longer. 
alimtM reaching 
mouih 


one large 
cusp 


ventral view of head 


tooth 


ODONTASPIDIDAE 



Sand tiger sharks 


I'* dorsal fin closer to pelvic 
fins than lo pecioruls 


FAO names: En - Sand tiger shark; Fr - Re- 
quin taureau. 

Local names: 

Size: To 3.2 m, common between 2.2 and 
2.8 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear. 


Carcharias taurus (Rafinesque, 1810) 


Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, usu- 
ally near the bottom; migratory. Feeds on 
small bony fishes, small sharks and rays, and 
occasionally on crabs and lobsters. 



ventral view of head 



LAMNIDAE 


Makos 


hunts oxyrinchus Rurmesque. 1810 


FAO names: En - Shortfin mako; Fr - Taupe 
bleu. 

Local names: Cawar. 

Size: To 4.0 m, common to 2.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with drifting longlines. 
Habitat and biology: Oceanic and coastal, 
usually in surface waters. Feeds on schooling 
fishes, also attacks sharks. 

Remarks: Considered dangerous, responsi- 
ble for unprovoked attacks on swimmers and 
boats. 



colour blue on hoL'k 
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caudal fin lunale 


Copyrighted material 



Guide lo Orders and l•anlilie^ 


63 


ALOPIIDAE 

Threshersharks 


Alopias pelagicus Nukuniura. IK35 


FAO names: En • Pelagic thresher; 
Fr - Renard pelagique. 


forehead neurlv straight, 
withinil grumes 


Local names: 

Size: To 3.3 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, epipelagic. but 
sometimes caught near shore, from the sur- 
face to a depth of 1 52 m. Presumably feeds on 
small fishes and squids. 



Straight and 
hn tad tipped 


Alopias superciliosus (Lowe. 18.39) 


ALOPIIDAE 



FAO names: En - Bigeye thresher; 
Fr - Renard d gros yeux. 

Local names: 


Size: To 4.7 m. 


Fisheries: Caught with longlines. fixed bottom 
and pelagic gillnets, and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, in depths to 
500 m. Feeds mostly on pelagic and benthic 
fishes, but also on squids. 



dnnuil view of head 


Alopias ru/pinu.v (Bonulerre. 1788) 


ALOPIIDAE 


FAO names: En - Thintail thresher; 
Fr - Renard. 


fttrehcad arL'hcU. 
uiihtHii grismes 


Local names: 

Size: To 5.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with pelagic longlines. 
Habitat and bioiogy: Coastal over the conti- 
nental and insular shelves and epipelagic far 
from land; young often close inshore and in 
shallow bays. Feeds mainly on small school- 
ing fishes, but also on cephalopods and pe- 
lagic crustaceans. 
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Shatfai 


SCYLIORHINIDAE 

Catsharks 


Apristurus indicus (Brauer, 1906) 


FAO names: En - Smallbelly catshark; 
Fr - Holbiche artouca. 


Local names: 

Size: To at least 34 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught probably with bottom 
trawls. 



Habitat and biology: Little information avail- 
able; in deep waters from depths of 1289 to 
1840 m. 


unuJ fin rcjching 
close lo cauibi lln 



Cephaloscylliiim sufflaiis (Regan. 1921) 


SCYLIORHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Ballon shark; Fr - Holbiche 
soufflue. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs offshore on the 
continental shelf and uppermost slope at 
depths from 40 to 400 m. Feeds on a variety 
of bottom-dwelling animals. 



Halaelunis boesemani Spnn^cr &. D' Aubrey. 1972 


SCYLIORHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Speckled catshark; 

Fr - Holbiche mouchetbe. 

Local names: 

Size: To 48 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught probably with bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Bottom-dwelling on the 
continental and insular shelves, at depths of 
37 to 91 m. 



irrcgulur blotches unJ spots 
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Hahelurus lularius Springer & D’ Aubrey. 1972 


SCYLIORHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Mud catshark; Fr - Holbiche 
des vases. 

Local names: 

Size: To 39 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught probably with bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Bottom-dwelling on the 
continental slope, at depths of 338 to 766 m. 
Feeds on cephalopods, small bony fishes, and 
crustaceans. 



Hataelurus quagga (Alcock. 1899) 


SCYLIORHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Quagga catshark; Fr - Hol- 
biche quagga. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 35 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs on or near the 
bottom at depths of 54 to 186 m. 


\criicull}i Hiripc’d 
colour p.iilcrn 




Holohalaelurus regani (Gilchri.st. 1922) 


SCYLIORHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Izak catshark; Fr - Holbiche 
isard. 

Local names: 

Size: To 61 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On or near the bottom 
on the outer continental shelf and upper slope 
at depths of 160 to 740 m. Feeds on cephalo- 
pods. 



rclicuiulcd colour p;ittcni 
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Sharks 


PROSCYLLIIDAE 
Finback catsharks 


Clenacis fehimanni (Springer, 1968) 


FAO names: En - Harlequin catshark; 

Fr - Requin chat arlequin. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 46 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Poorly known; bottom- 
dwelling on the outer continental shelf. 



hfo» II haiuls. 
>p»t4s. aiul blnccbes 


Eridacnis radclijjei Smith. 1913 


PROSCYLLIIDAE 


FAO names: En - Pygmy ribbontail catshark: 
Fr - Requin chat pygme. 

Local names: 

Size: To 24 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: A deepwater benthic 
shark often found over mud bottoms on the 
upper continental and insular slopes and the 
outer shelves at depths from 71 to 766 m. 
Feeds primarily on small bony fishes and crus- 
taceans. 



TRIAKIDAE 

Houndsharks, smoothhounds, topes 



Size: To 58 cm. 


FAO names: En - Bigeye houndshark; 
Fr - Requin-ha a gros yeux. 

Local names: 


Fisheries: Caught with gillnets and handlines. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in deep waters 
from 110 m or less to depths of at least 10(X) m. 
Feeds on bony fishes and cephalopods. 


lagn omanensis (Nomiaii, 1939) 


origin of I'* dorvil I'm far 
lbr\\urd. over pccUHul-fin base 


Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 
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(Higin of M ik>rvii I'm over 
rear end of pcclitral fin 


TRIAKIDAE 


FAO names: En - Arabian smooth-hound; 
Fr - Emissole d'Arabie. 


Local names; 


Size: To 1.5 m. 


Fisheries; Caught with bottom trawls, fixed 
bottom and floating gillnets, and line gear. 
Habitat and biology: Bottom-dwelling in in- 
shore and offshore waters, also on coral reefs. 
Feeds on small bottom fishes, molluscs, and 
crustaceans. 


Mustelus mmis Homprich & Ehrcnbcrg. 1 8W 


HEMIGALEIDAE 
Weasel sharks 


Hemiprislis elongatus (Klun/ingor. 1871 ) 


FAO names: En - Snaggletooth shark; 

Fr - Milandre chicor. 

Local names: 

Size: Reported to 2.4 m. most adults below 
2.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating and fixed bot- 
tom gillnets and floating longlines. 



Habitat and biology: Occurs in coastal wa- 
ters. Feeds on inshore pelagic and bottom 
fishes. 


sntMl 

hlunilv 

rounJL*d 



undi'rsidtf of head 



CARCHARHINIDAE 
Requiem sharks 


Carcharhinus alhimar^’inatm (Riippell. 18.17) 


FAO names: En - Silvertip shark: Fr - Requin 
pointe blanche. 

Local names: 

Size : To 3.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and gillnets. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs inshore and off- 
shore from the surface to a depth of 800 m. 
Feeds on both bottom and pelagic fish, includ- 
ing rays and cephalopoda. 



CARCHARHINIDAE 


inicruorvil nuge 


pnrscnl 


Remarks: Potentially dangerous to divers. 
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Sharks 


Carcharhinus amblyrhynchoides (Whitley, 1934) 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Graceful shark; Fr - Requin 
gracile. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 1 .67 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines and drifting 
gilinets. 

Habitat and biology: An inshore, coastal pe- 
lagic species. Probably feeds mainly on 
fishes. 



no inicnJoral nd^c 


ail tins ol'icn black or 
dusky -lipped 


Remarks: Potentially dangerous to people 


>m>ui yveJgO'sbapcd. 
much sJioncr than 
mouth width 



vcntnii vicH of head 



FAO names: En - Pigeye shark; Fr - Requin 
Palestine. 

Local names: 

Size: To 2.8 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines, and gilinets. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs inshore as well 
as offshore, from the surfline to a depth of 60 
m. A bottom-feeding shark, preying on fishes 
and shrimps. 

Remarks: Potentially dangerous to people. 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


I '* iktrsal fin at least 
.'^.2 lintes higher than 
2*^ dorsal fin 


Carcharhinus amboinensis (MUIIer and Henic. 1839) 


fin lips dusky 
tespecially in young) 



ventral view of head 



Local names: 


Size: To 2.8 m, common to 2.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with drifting gilinets and 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. A fast-swimming shark that sometimes 
leaps out of the water. Feeds on schooling 
fishes and squids. 


FAO names: En - Spinner shark; Fr - Requin 
tisserand. 


white hand (often 
rnti C3Hispicuous) 


origin of I** d»»rsal I'm 
ttver or behind rear (ip 


CARCHARHINIDAE 

nt> intcrdorsal ridge 


Carcharhinus hrevipinna (Muller and Henle. 1839) 


smtui long 

\ 

upper lahiul 

ami pointeil 


lurrows eUmgated 
and prominent 


underside of lieud 
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Carcharhinus falciformis (Bibron in Muller «& Hcnic. 1839) 


falcate and iiKHlerate-si/ed 
I'' dorsal fin 



CARCHARHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Silky shark; Fr - Requin 
soyeux. 

Local names: 

Size: To 3.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits oceanic waters 
near and beyond the continental slopes but 
also found in coastal waters; usually near the 
surface, but also found at depths to 500 m. 
Feeds mainly on fishes, squids, and pelagic 
octopods. 

Remarks: Reported to be dangerous to hu- 
mans. Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 




Carcharhiims leucas (Valencienne.s in Mtiller& Hcnie. 1839) 


FAO names: En - 
bouledogue. 

Local names: 


Bull shark; Fr - Requin 


Size: To 3.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines and gillnets. 
Habitat and biology: In coastal, estuarine 
and lacustrine waters, usually found close in- 
shore in marine habitats; occurs from depths 
of 1 to 152 m. Omnivorous, feeding mainly on 
fishes, invertebrates, and carrion. 


Remarks: Known to be dangerous to people, 
probably one of the most dangerous sharks. 




CARCHARHINIDAE 








Tin lips dusky 
(especially in young) 


B 


underside of head 


Carcharhinm Hmhatus (Valenciennes in Miiller& Henie, 18,39) 


CARCHARHINIDAE 



Local names: 


Size: To 2.5 m, common to 1 .5 m. 


FAO names: En - Blacktip shark; Fr - Requin 
borde. 


no inicniorsal ridge 


Fisheries: Caught with floating longlines and 
floating gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs In coastal as 
well as offshore surface waters. Fast-moving, 
sometimes leaping out of the water. Feeds 
mainly on schooling fishes. 


snout moderaicly 
long, its lengili about 
equal to mouth width 


bund on Hank 


only black spttt on 
pcivics always present 


upper labial 
I'umm s short 


underside of head 


origin of I'* dorsal fin 
over peciorul fin 
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Sharks 


Carcharhimis hmnimanus ( Poey . 1861) 


FAO names: En - Oceanic whitetip shark: 
Fr - Requin oceanique. 

Local names: 

Size: To 3.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating longlines, drift- 
ing gillnets, and handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in oceanic wa- 
ters but also occasionally in coastal waters. A 
sluggish species, often accompanied by pilot 
fishes. Feeds mainly on fishes and squids. 



>ifr> ljq:c anti 
hroudly rourulcd 


vcr> long and 
bnxidly rounded 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


usually a low 
inicrdorsal ridge 


Corc/ior/rimM macfofi (Muller and Henlc. 1839) 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Hardnose shark; Fr - Requin 
a nez rude. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 .0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating gillnets, bot- 
tom gillnets, and longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in inshore and 
offshore continental waters. Feeds probably 
on small fishes, cephalopods, and crusta- 
ceans. 



inner margins of I'* dorsal 
fin extrcrndy long, about 
2/3 of fin base 


no ImerdtkTsal ridge 


A 

hypcrculcined 

rostrum 



FAO names: En - Blacktip reef shark: 

Fr - Requin pointes noires. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1.8 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines and gillnets. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs inshore and off- 
shore on continental and insular shelves: pre- 
fers shallow water on and around coral reefs. 
Feeds on small fishes and cephalopods. 


hluck. hi^hli^hlctl I 
below w ith w hile j 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


no inlerdursai ridge 


Carcliarhinus meUmoplerus (Quoy and Gaimard. 1824) 


snoul short ami 
bluntly munded 


iindiTsidi* of hi‘ud 
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Carcharhinus plumheus (Nardo. 1827) 


FAO names: En - Sandbar shark; Fr - Requin 
gris. 

Local names: 

Size: To possibly 3.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines, hook-and- 
line, and bottom set nets. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal-pelagic, found 
on continental and insular shelves and in 
deeper water adjacent to them; from the inter- 
tidal zone to a depth of 280 m. Feeds primarily 
on small bottom fishes. 


CARCHARHINIDAE 



origin of 1'^ dorsal fin 
over pectoral fin 


no conspicous 
markings 


Carcharhinus sealei ( Pietschmann. 1916) 


FAO names: En - Blackspot shark: Fr - Requin 
a taches noires. 

Local names: 

Size: To 95 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and gillnets. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in coastal wa- 
ters on the continental and insular shelves, 
from the surf line to a depth of 40 m. Feeds on 
small fishes, squids, and prawns. 



CARCHARHINIDAE 


Carcharhinus sorrah (Valenciennes. 1839) 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Spottail shark; Fr - RequIn a 
queue tachetee. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1.6 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating gillnets and 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in inshore and 
sometimes offshore waters; often found 
around coral reefs: from the surface to a depth 
of 140 m. Feeds on small bony fishes and 
cephalopoda. 



2*^ tttxsj! Hn U»w. 
u ith long rear lip 


hiack 

edge 
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Sharks 


Carcharhinus wheeleri Garrick, 1982 


FAO names: En • Blacktail reefshark; 

Fr - Requin a queue noire. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 .8 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and gillnets. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in inshore and 
offshore waters, associated with coral reefs: 
from the surface to a depth of 1 40 m. Feeds 
on surface and bottom bony fishes and cepha- 
lopods. 


CARCHARHINIDAE 



aKispk'oufi 
hnKHl bbck 
margin 


It) intcniorsal rklgc 


Galeocerdo cuvier (Pemn and Le Seuer, 1822) 


FAO names: En -Tiger shark; Fr - Requin tigre 
commun. 

Local names: 

Size: Exceptionally to 7.4 m. common to 4 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with floating and bottom 
gillnets and line gear. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in inshore as 
weil as offshore waters, near the surface and 
bottom; often found in shaliow inshore waters, 
including rivers and estuaries. A voracious, 
indiscriminate predator feeding on all kinds of 
fish, marine mammals, turtles, seabirds, sea 
snakes, squids, moliuscs. and crabs. 
Remarks: One of the most dangerous sharks: 
attacks divers, swimmers, and even boats. 


CARCHARHINIDAE 



up|X'r lubiu) furruus 
ver> long, exicnding 
to fntnl of even 



undersicii* of head 


Ijnxodon maernrhinus Muller and Henle. I8.t9 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Sliteye shark; Fr - Requin 
sagrin. 

Local names: Libax, Jeer-Jeer. 

Size: To 90 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating and bottom 
gillnets and line gear. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Occurs in tropical, 
coastal, clear waters, near the surface and 
bottom; at depths from 7 to 80 m. Probably 
feeding on small fishes and crustaceans. 




undepiide of head 
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Negaprion acutidens (RuppcII. 1837) 


FAO names: En - Sicklefin lemon shark; 
Fr - Requin limon faucille. 

Local names: LIbax, Farluuq. 

Size: To 3.1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating and bottom 
gillnets and line gear. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in shallow in- 
shore and offshore waters near the bottom; 
often around coral reefs and sandy plateaus 
near coral, at depths down to at least 23 m. 
Feeds on fishes. 


CARCHARHINIOAE 



FW«/mces/aMca (Linneaus, 1758) 


FAO names: En - Blue shark: Fr - Peau bleue. 
Local names: 

Size: To 3.83 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with pelagic longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic-epipelagic, 
usually well offshore near the surface. Feeds 
on bony fishes, smali sharks, squids, pelagic 
crustaceans, and occasionally sea birds and 
carrion. 

Remarks: Considered a dangerous shark. 



CARCHARHINIOAE 


weak lalcnil 
keel present 


fins long 
and pointed 


colour; dark blue on hack. 
siiJcs hrighi blue 



undiTsidc of head 



Rhizopriimtidtm acutus (Riippcll. 1837) 


CARCHARHINIOAE 



FAO names: En - Milk shark: Fr - Requin a 
museau pointu. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1.78 m, common to less than 1.1 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with longlines and trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs inshore and off- 
shore, from the surfline to depths of at least 50 m. 
Feeds on small bony fishes and small crustaceans. 


unal-fin inigin anterior to 
2"^ dorsal-fin origin 



underside of head 
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Shark-s 


Scoliodon laticaudus Miillcrund Hcnie. 1838 


CARCHARHINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Spadenose shark; Fr - Requin 
epee. 

Local names: Libaax. Baal Madoobe. 

Size: To 74 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, longli- 
nes, floating and bottom gillnets, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs close inshore on 
the continental and insular shelves. Feeds on 
bottom-living bony fishes. 



pectoral finv 
hrojdly triangular 


head 

tkprcNNcd and 
troucl-shapcd 


Triaenodon obesus ( Riippell. 1 837 ) 


FAO names: En - Whitetip reef shark; 

Fr - Requin corail. 

Local names: Libaax. Daaha. 

Size; Said to attain 2.13 m, common to 1 .6 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with floating and bottom 
gillnets. and line gear. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in coastal clear 
waters, usually on and around coral reefs. 
Feeds on wide variety of reefs fishes, but also 
on cephalopoda and larger crustaceans. 
Remarks: Attacks on divers have been re- 
ported. 



CARCHARHINIDAE 


eye with u 
posicrior 
notch 



underside of head 


SPHYRNIDAE 

Hammerhead sharks, bonnethead sharks 


Sphyma lewini (Griffith and Smith. 18.34) 


FAO names: En - Scalloped hammerhead: 
Fr - Requin-marteau halicorne. 

Local names: Manyaaso. 

Size: To 4.2 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating and bottom 
gillnets and floating longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in estuarine and 
inshore waters, also well offshore and semi- 
oceanic. Feeds on pelagic fishes, squids, lob- 
sters. shrimps, and crabs. 



margin 

convex 


posterior margin of 
eyes at ahtnii level of 
front of ntouth 


ventral view of head 


non 

falcate 
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Sphvma mokarran (RUppcII. 1837) 


SPHYRNIDAE 


FAO names: En - Great hammertiead: Fr - Grand 
requin-marleau. 

Local names: Cawar. 

Size: To 6 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with floating gillnets and 
floating longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Semi-oceanic, also in 
inshore waters, often found around and on 
coral reefs. Feeds on bony fishes, other 
sharks, squids, and lobsters. 



aniemtr margin 


nearly straight 



c 


poMcntir margin «>f 
eyes ucll antcnitc lo 
I'mni of miHith 


^vntrul of hpad 


SQUALIDAE 


Dogfish sharks 


Squalioltis laticaudus .Smith & KudclilT. 1912 



FAO names: En - Spined pygmy shark: 

Fr - Squale nain. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 25 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelagic. at depths 
from 200 to 500 m. Feeds on deepwater squid 
and deepwater fishes. 



all Tins vMlh conspicuous 
light nurgtns 
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Buluid Fishes 


BATOID FISHES 

T he purpose of this guide is to ensure correct identification of all batoid families recorded from Somalian 
waters. Families which are of little interest to fisheries, but which might be confused with important 
ones, also are included here. 

Note: Families in the guide are arranged by order using the classification adopted by Eschmeyer (1990) 
which best reflects current use. Page numbers refer to those families that are treated in more detail in the 
species identification guide. All features utilized in the guide apply only to the species which occur in 
Somalia. It should be noted that the taxonomy of batoid fishes is in a confused state, and many families 
are in urgent need of revision. 

TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS 
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GUIDE TO ORDERS AND FAMILIES 


Order PRISTIFORMES - SawfisheS 

Body shark-like with a saw-like elongated snout bearing a row of strong lateral teeth on each side. 


PRISTIDAK 


Page 80 


Sawfishes 

To 7.3 m. Demersal in shallow marine waters 
and estuaries, enters freshwater. Three spe- 
cies. 




sTHHit cKtrcmcl) pixtUmgcd. 
hladc-like. armed wiih 
llRHh-llkc MOKlurcs 



Order TORPEDiNiFORMES - Electric rays 

Pectoral fins greatly expanded and fused with head and trunk, forming a large oval disc; tail stout, 
without a spine. A large electric organ on each side of head, usually visible through the skin as a pat- 
tern of hexagonal markings. 


TORPKDINIDAK 


Page 81 
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BiUoid Fishes 


Order RAJIFORMES • Guitarfishes and skates 

Body elongate and shark-like with pectoral fins expanded and fused with head and trunk; tail stout, 
not marked off from body, and without a spine. 


RHINOBATIDAE 


Page 81 




Order MYLiOBATiFORMES - Stingrays 

Body flattend with pectoral fins greatly expanded and fused with head and trunk; tail slender or wip- 
like, usually with a spine; usually with a single dorsal fin, but no caudal fin. No electric organ. 
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GYMNURIDAK 


Page 86 


Butterfly rays 

To 2.5 m disc width. Demersal, inshore wa- 
ters and offshore banks. A single species. 



disc at least 1.5 
lirne^ hn>ader 
than long 


spine usually present 


tail slerxier. 
shorter than disc 


MYLIOBATIDIDAE 


Eagle rays and Cownose rays 

To 2.3 m disc width. Demersal, but often 
swim above the bottom, coastal waters. 
Three species. 



1 or 2 subfosiral 
Uibcs 


Page 86 


Spine pTvseni in 
some species 


head marked off 
from trunk 


MOBULIDAE 


Page 87 


Manta rays and Devil rays 

To at least 6.7 m disc width. Pelagic, in 
coastal and oceanic waters. Three spe- 
cies. 
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Buloid Fishes 


PRISTIDAE 

Sawfishes 


I 

1 

Anoxyprislis ctispidatiis {Liilham. 1794) 


FAO names: En - Narrow sawfish. 

Locai names: 

Size: Reported to attain 6 m. 

Fisheries: Caught for its flesh in parts of Asia, 
liver rich In oil. 

Habitat and biology: Inshore coastal waters, 
enters freshwater. 



suhciiitilal K)bc 
Jislinct 


Pristis peclinala Latham, 1 794 


PRISTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Largetooth sawfish; 
Fr - Poisson-scie tident. 


Local names: Libaax-Miinshaar, Zaraacimo. 
Size: Probably to 7.6 m, common to 5.5 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with line gear and bottom 
trawls. Flesh of good quality. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow bays, la- 
goons and estuaries, also enters freshwater. 



nislml lL*cth cvenK 
spUL'cil. vl;irting near 
ro.stral Klsc 



Pristis zijsron Bleekcr, 1 85 1 


PRISTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Longcomb sawfish. 


Local names: 

Size: Reported to reach 7.3 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and bottom 
trawls. Flesh of good quality. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters, also 
enters freshwater. 



n>slrul iLVth oi basal pairs disiincUy 
nuMv spaced than unicriitr pairs 
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TORPEDINroAE 



Electric rays 


nrar end ol I ** 
dorsal-fin base 
anterior to rear end 
of pcIvic-fin base 


c>es mtxicralc. 
as large as 
spmclcs 


FAO names: En - Panther electric ray. 
Local names: 


Size: To 1 m. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
hook-and-line. 


Habitat and biology: On mud or sandy bot- 
toms, from shallow water to depths of 110 m. 

Can deliver a strong electric shock. 

Remarks: A third species that may occur in 
Somalia is ToqH'itofimomaculaut Peters, 1855. 

It can be distinguished from T. panitwra for 
having the eyes much nearer to the spiracles 
than to the anterior margin of the snout and for 
having a greater distance between the first and second dorsal fin than the distance from second dorsal to 
caudal fin. 


Torpedo panlliera Olfers, 1 83 1 



at ICtTsi hull of the I** 
donaMln Kisc 
behind posterior eml 
of peUic-fin base 


FAO names: En - Marbled electric ray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 .3 m total length, 90 cm disc with. 
Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and bot- 
tom trawls. Flesh edible. 

Habitat and biology: Inshore waters over 
sandy bottoms, down to a depth of 200 m. Can 
deliver a strong electric shock. 

eyes snullcr 
than spiricles 


TORPEOINIOAE 


Torpedo sinuspersici Olfers. 1831 



RHINOBATroAE 


Guitarfishes, Shovelnose rays 
Rhino ancylostoma Bloch and Schneider, 1801 


FAO names: En - Bowmouth guitarfish; 

Fr - Angelot. 

Local names: Oolo-Oolo Tuurey. 

Size: Reported to reach 2.7 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawl. Com- 
mercially caught off Asia. 

Habitat and biology: A bottom living species 
that occurs close inshore and on offshore reefs, 
from depths of 3 to 90 m. Feeds on crabs and _ 
shellfish. L 

Remarks: Some authors place this species in 
a separate family, Rhinidae or Rhynchobatidae. 



snout riHirxlcil 
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Fishes 


Rhinobatos granulatus Cuvier. IS29 


RHINOBATIDAE 



FAO names: En - Granulated guitarfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 2.8 m. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, in inshore 
coastal waters. 


•4n>ng ihoTDv 


NtHHii Itmjt 

ondpt>intcd 


Rhinobatos halavi (FoiNskal. 1775) 


RHINOBATIDAE 



FAO names: En - Halavi's guitarfish. 
Local names: 


Size: To 1.2 m. 


Fisheries: No information available. 


Habitat and biology: In shallow coastal wa- 
ters, from the surface to depths of about 
40 m. 


Rhimfbatos schlegelii MUIIer und Henic. IK4I 


RHINOBATIDAE 



FAO names: En - Yellow guitarfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 m. 

Fisheries: Edibie, dried fins are used for 
shark-fin soup. 

Habitat and biology: On sandy-mud bottoms, 
down to a depth of 200 m. 


vnoul long 
and poinied 


Rhynchobatus djiddensis (Fors.skdl, 1775) 


FAO names: En - Giant guitarfish: Fr • Pois- 
son paille a pois. 

Local names: Oolo-Oolo Shabeelley. 

Size: To at least 3 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear. Reasonable 
food fish, fins sought after in Asian markets. 
Habitat and bioiogy: Occurs in shailow in- 
shore waters, on sandy bottoms, from depths 
of 2 to 50 m. Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 



RHINOBATIDAE 

I dor>al fin 
ahu«e pdvM; flnv 


snoul tong 
and poinl^ 
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DASYATIDIDAE 

Stingrays 

Dasyalis kuhlii (Miiller and Henic. 1841 ) 


FAO names: En - Bluespotted stingray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 38 cm disc width and about 67 cm total 
length. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, to a depth of 
90 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 



tail with 
dark handN 


disc greyish (o 
hnmnish, w ith 
dark -edged hlue spots 


lower tail 
Told slender 



tail sesenil times 
longer than disc, 
w ithout upper or 
lower (olds 


FAO names: En - Sharpnose stingray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 90 cm disc width, total length to about 2.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear, beach seine, and 
bottom trawls. Flesh excellent eating, but not popular. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow inshore waters, over 
sandy and mud bottoms, to a depth of 50 m. 


DASYATIDIDAE 


Himaiitura gerrardi (Gray, 1851) 


disc slightly 
w ider than ItMig 



Himantura imbricatus (Bkx;h and Schneider. 1801) 


DASYATIDIDAE 



toil scseral times longer than disc, 
without upper or lower folds 


colour uniformly 
hmwnish 


FAO names: En - Scaly stingray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm disc width. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, in inshore 
coastal waters. 


disc as wide 
as long 
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Baloid Fishes 


Himantura jenkinsii (Annandulc. 1909) 


DASYATIDIDAE 



FAO names:En - Pointed-nose stingray; Fr - Pas- 
tenague a nez pointu. 

Local names: Shafane. 

Size: To at least 1 m disc width and about 2 m total 
length. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and long- 
lines. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal water to a depth 
of about 50 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 


Util not hundcil. uikJ 
^pol^ on tit'rsal 
viirlAcc oi disc 


longer ihan disc. 
Vi ilhiHit upper and 
loucr tail folds 


disc slightly 
wider than long 


Himantura uamak (Fors.skal. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Honeycomb stingray; Fr - Pas- 
tenague Ibopard. 

Local names; Shafane Shabeellow. 

Size; To 2 m disc width and more than 6.0 m total 
length. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear. Flesh palatable, 
but not highly esteemed. 

Habitat and biology: On sandy bottoms and in 
shallow estuaries and lagoons, to a depth of 50 m. 
Feeds on bivalves, crabs, shrimps, and worms. 


DASYATIDIDAE 



Pastinachus sephen (Forsskal, 1775) 


DASYATIDIDAE 



FAO names: En - Cowtail stingray; Fr - Pas- 
tenague plumetee. 

Local names: Shafane Cordaal. 

Size: To at least 1 .8 m disc width and about 3 m 
total length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, estuaries 
and freshwater, down to depths of about 60 m. 


lower lalllold vcr\ promincni. 
tcmiiruitmg bcl«>rv tip of Uiil 
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Taeniura lymma (foKskM. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Bluespotted ribbontall ray: 
Fr - Pastenague queue a ruban. 

Local names: Shafane. 

Size: To at least 30 cm disc width and about 
70 cm total length. 



DASYATIDIDAE 



Uiil burdl> longer 
than discs 


colour goldcn-hnmn ssith blue 
spois on disc and 2 broad blue 
Ivinds on Lul 


Fisheries: Caught with line gear. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters over 
sandy bottoms, to depths of at least 20 m. 


lower lailftdd 
prominent, 
extending to tail tip 



tail hardly 
longer than 
disc 


DASYATIDIDAE 


lower lailfold 
protnirtcnl. 
extending to 
tail tip 


FAO names: En - Blotched fantail ray: 

Fr - Pastenague eventail. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 1.8 m disc width and 3.3 m total 
length. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Most common between 
depths of 20 and 60 m, but known to occur in a 
depth of 450 m. 


blackish sptKs and 
blotches on Miush 
gres backgnHind 


Taeniura meyeni MUIIcr and Hcnic. 1 84 1 


I 


L’rogymnus asperrimus (Bloch and Schneider, 1801) 


DASYATIDIDAE 



FAO names: En - Porcupine ray. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 1 m disc width. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, in inshore wa- 
ters. 

Remarks: Often recorded as U. africamis 
(Bloch & Schneider, 1801). 


disc and tail 
with 
large, slrarp 
tlutms 


no slinging 
spine on tail 


disc subcircular 
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GYMNURIDAE 
Butterfly rays 


Baloid Fishes 


Gymnura poecilura (Shaw, 1804 ) 


FAO names: En - Longtail butterfly ray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 2.5 m disc width. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, inciden- 
tally by hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Inshore waters on 
sandy bottoms and offshore banks. 



no tcnuic lc a( rear 
angle of ^plrack‘ 


vpinc usuall> 
prcMMU 


tail distinclK 
cntss-huniteil 


MYLIOBATTOIDAE 
Eagle rays, Cownose rays 


Aetobatus nariiiari (Euphrusen. 1790) 


FAO names: En - Spotted eagle ray: 

Fr - Aigle de mer leopard. 

Local names: Maylan. 

Size: To at least 3 m disc width and 8.8 m 
total length when tail undamaged. 
Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
harpoons. Flesh edible. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in coastal wa- 
ters, to depths of 60 m. Can leap out of the 
water. Feeds mainly on bivalves, but also 
on shrimps, crabs, octopus, and worms. 
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Aetomylaeus maculatus (Gray. 1 S34) 


MYLIOBATIDIDAE 



yellowish spots arnl 
hloichs's arrungcil in 
iransserse hands 


FAO names: En - Mottled eagle ray. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 2 m disc width. 

Fisheries: No information available. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs In Inshore 
coastal waters. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


7 series ol‘ icelh 
in each jaw 


Rhinoplera javanica Miiii Henie, 1841) 


FAO names: En • Javanese cownose ray; 

Fr - Mourine javanaise. 

Local names; Mayia-Cadde. 

Size: To 1.5 m disc width. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, shore 
seines, setnets. and trawls. Edible. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters. Gre- 
garious, often occurring in large numbers. 
Feeds mainly on bivalves. 

Remarks: Placed by some authors in a sepa- 
rated family, Rhinopteridae. 



MYLIOBATIDIDAE 


7 scries of tCLih 
in each juw 


suhmstral 

lobes 


B 


MOBULIDAE 
Mantas, devil rays 

Manta hirostris ( Donndorff. 1 798) 


FAO names: En - Giant manta; Fr - Mante 
geante. 

Local names: Gaangish. 

Size: To at least 6.7 m disc width and about 2 
tons in weight. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, occurs in 
coastal and oceanic waters. Can leap out of 
the water. Feeds on plankton. 




uncierside of heud 
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Bjtoid Fishes 


Mobula eregtHtdtHrtenkee (Cuvier. 1829) 


MOBULIDAE 



FAO names: En - Pygmy devilray. 

Local names: Gaangish. 

Size: Probably to at least 1 m disc width. 
Fisheries; Caught with line gear, glllnets. and 
harpoons. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Pelagic, occurs in 
coastal and oceanic waters. Feeds on plank- 
ton. 

Remarks: Previously often misidentified as 
M. tiiaholiis (Shaw, 1804), a species that does 
not occur in Somalia. 


hc4il anJ cephalic 
finv elongate, 
cephalic-fm length 
more than 16 ^ «>f 
disc width 


iiHHith on lower 
surface of head 


underside of heud 


.t/uAu/<] A'li/i/ii (Valenciennes in Muller and Henle. 1841) 


MOBULIDAE 


FAO names: En - Lesser devilray: Fr - Petit 
diable. 

Local names: Gaangish. 

Size: Probably to at least 1 m disc width. 
Fisheries: Caught with line gear, glllnets. and 
harpoons. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, occurs In 
coastal and oceanic waters. Feeds on plank- 
ton. 

Remarks: Previously often misidentified as 
A/, iliuholiis (Shaw, 1804), a species that does 
not occur in Somalia. 



underside of heud 
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BONY FISHES 


T he purpose of this guide is to ensure correct identification of all families recorded from or are aspected 
to be found in Somalian waters. In order to avoid erroneous identification, certain families of little or no 
interest to fisheries, but which might be confused with important ones, are included here. The guide also 
allows the identification of some genera, particularly in the case of some highly polymorphic families. 
Note: Families in the guide are arranged by order (and suborder in the case of some Perciformes) using 
the classification adopted by Eschmeyer (1990) which best reflects current use. Page numbers refer to 
those families that are treated in more detail in the species identification guide. The species identification 
guide does not include those families which are of interest only to the aquarium fish trade, except where 
they may be important also as food. The features utilized in the guide apply only to the species which occur 
in Somalia. 

TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS 



(ieneral Nomenclature of the External Morpholo}>y 


1 ** ik>r\al Tin 
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Bony Fishes 




most common types of teeth 



gill ;ovh 


gill nijmenis 


gill arch 
(Icmcr limb} 


gill raken, |'i ijf, gill arch 



gill filamcniN 


P* left arch 


central-gill raker 


rudiment 


branchio>icgal rays 




position of saftitta inside head position of swimbladder inside body cavity 

(dorsal view) 



spines 

(unscgmcnlcd. 
always unhrancheil) '‘‘’b rays 

(segmemetl. 
usually hnincheJ) 

example of a continuous dorsal fin 
of a spiny-rayed fish 



outer margin outer margin 

smooth toothed 



cycloid ctenoid 

schematic examples of 
"normaf'scales 



I'orked 


most ettmmon types of caudal fin 


pointed 


p(»inicd and separated 
from the drtrsal ai>d 
anal fins 
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GUIDE TO ORDERS AND FAMILIES 


Order ELOPiFORMES - Tarpons and allies 

Fin spines absent; a single dorsal fin located above middle of body; pelvic fins in abdominal position; 
lateral line present; branchiostegal rays 23-25; upper jaw extending past eye; tip of snout not overhang- 
ing mouth; colour silvery. 


KI.OIMDAK 
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Ladyfishes 

To 90 cm. Coastal marine waters and estuar- 
ies; pelagic. A single species. 



underside of 
head 



MK(;AI.Omi)AK 


Tarpons 

To 55 cm. Coastal marine waters, estuaries, 
and freshwater; pelagic. A single species. 
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Order ALBULIFORMES • Bonefishes 

Fin spines absent; a single dorsal fin located above middle of body; pelvic fins in abdominal position; 
lateral line present; branchiostegal rays 6-16; upper jaw not extending as far as front of eye; tip of snout 
overhanging mouth; colour silvery. 
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Bony Fbhes 


Order ANGUILLIFORMES - EelS 

Body very elongate; fin-spines absent; pelvic fins absent; usually scaleless. 


ANGUILLIDAE 


Freshwater eels 

To 120 cm. Mainly freshwater but enter estu- 
aries; benthic. Of interest to fisheries. The 
presehce of possibly 2 species In Somalia 
needs to be confirmed. 


MORIN(;UlDAE 


Spaghetti eels 

To at least 50 cm. Marine; mostly inshore 
waters; benthic, burrowing by day, but pe- 
lagic at night. Of no interest to fisheries. 
Perhaps several species. 


CHI.OPSIDAE 


False morays 

To about 50 cm. Marine, from shallow coastal 
waters to depths of at least 300 m; benthic. 
Of no interest to fisheries. Perhaps several 
species. 



Morays 

To 400 cm. Marine, mostly in shallow water 
to a depth of 1 65 m; benthic. Twenty species. 

iktrsal und anal fins 
rcMricicd to po>tcnor end 
of body in >onK species 


SYNAPOBRANCHIDAE 


Cutthroat eels 

To about 100 cm. Marine, coastal waters to below 
a depth of 4000 m; benthic. Of no interest to 
fisheries. Perhaps several species. 
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OPHICHTHIDAK 


Snake eels, worm eels 

To 100 cm. Marine and estuarine, one spe- 
cies entering fresh water; benthic. Numerous 
species but poorly known, 3 species included 
in the Guide to Species. 




CONGRIDAK 


Conger eels 

To 80 cm. Marine, coral reefs, and mud 
banks; benthic. Many species, of which 2 are 
included in the Guide to Species. 



MURAENESOCIDAE 


Pike congers 

To 250 cm. Marine, shallow coastal waters, 
and estuaries to a depth of 100 m; benthic. 
Three species. 


large Iccih in 
miJlinc of vomer 
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Order CLUPEiFORMES - Herrings and allies 

Fin spines absent; a single dorsal fin located above middle of body; pelvic fins in abdominal position; 
lateral line absent; a row of scutes along ventral profile (except in Chirocentridae, some Clupeidae and 
some Engraulididae); colour silvery. 


C'lA'PEIDAE 

Sardines, sardinellas 


To 25 cm. Coastal marine waters, estuaries and 
freshwater; mainly pelagic. Twenty species. 



Page 142 
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Bony Fishes 



Order GONORHYNCHiFORMES - Mllkfish and allies 

Fin spines absent: a single dorsal fin located above middle of body; pelvic fins in abdominal position; 
lateral line present; branchiostegal rays 4; mouth small, jaw/s toothless or teeth reduced; colour silvery. 


CH.\NIDAE 


Mllkfish 

To 180 cm. Marine and estuarine waters; 
pelagic. A single species. 


Page 152 


I wulcN snull 



I 4 hrjnchioslotial ray*, | 


Order SILURIFORMES - Catflshes 

Barbels present around mouth: a strong spine usually present at front of dorsal and pectoral fins; an 
adipose fin often present; scales absent, but a bony head shield often present. 


.ARIIDAE 
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Sea catflshes 

To 180 cm. Coastal marine waters, estuaries, and 
freshwaters; benthic. A single species. 



cx|H»ed hcjd 
shield 


dfirsal view of head 
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IMOrOSIDAK 
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Eel catfishes 

To 41 cm. Marine, entering brackish and 
freshwaters: benthic. Two species. 



Order sALMONiFORMEs - Argentines and allies 

A diverse assemblage of families characterized by the inclusion of the maxilla in the gape of mouth; fin 
spines absent: adipose fin often present. 


ar(;kmtmi)\i: 


Argentines 

To about 40 cm. Marine, from depths of 80 to 
about 400 m; benthopelagic and peiagic. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Perhaps several 
species. 


Ai.KPot i:i>iiAi.ii)Ai; 


Slickheads 

To about 70 cm. Marine; usually at depths of 
below 1000 m; benthopelagic. Of little inter- 
est to fisheries. Perhaps several species. 






B ATHMAtJIDAK 




Deepsea smelts 

To about 20 cm. Marine: from the surface to 
a depth of below 200 m, epipelagic to bathy- 
pelagic. Of no interest to fisheries. Probably 
one species: BailnUiftiix imuin iU u.t Gunther, 
1878. 



IM.AIA I ROt ITDAi: 


u tube behind shoiilikT girdle just 
below lateral line leading to a large Nac 
containing luininmis fluid under >kin 


Tube shoulders 

To about 20 cm. Marine; between depths of 
200 and below 4000 m; meso- and bathy- 
pelagic. Of no interest to fisheries. Perhaps 
several species. 



anaUPin origin not 
behind diHNal fin 


iat 'lal 
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Bony Fishes 


Order STOMiiFORMES - Hatchetfishes, Viperfishes and allies 

Deepsea fishes, having light organs (photophores); chin barbels present in some; premaxilla and maxilla 
both with teeth, and included in gape of mouth; ventral adipose fin present in some. 


GONOSTO.MATIDAE 


Bristlemouth 

To about 25 cm. Marine, mostly deeper water at 
depths below 200 m; meso- to bathypelagic. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Several species. 

I 12-16 branchius«galni)s] ^ Tnplophus 

4 

CycUuhone 




STERNOFFYCHIDAE 


Marine hatchetfishes 

To 20 cm. Marine, from the surface to depths 
below 300 m; meso- and bathypelagic. Of no 
interest to fisheries. Several species. 


[6-10 brunchiostctijl rays 



CHAULIODONTIDAE 


Viperfishes 

To 40 cm. Marine, deep water, often migrat- 
ing to near-surface at night. Of no interest to 
fisheries. A single species: Oumtiodus sUmni 
Bloch and Schneider, 1801. 



STOMIIDAE 


Jofsal fin 



far hack 


Scaly dragonfishes 

To about 40 cm. Marine, deep water, often — ■ 

migrating to near-surface at night. Of no in- 
ferest to fisheries. Several species. / 




ASTRONESTHIDAE 


Snaggletooths 

To about 20 cm. Marine, from a depth of 
about 150 m to below 2000 m; mesopelagic. 
Of no interest to fisheries. Several species. 
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Order AULOPiFORMES - Greeneyes, Lizardfishes and allies 

Premaxilla forming the gape of the mouth (maxilla excluded); upper jaw not protrusible; adipose fin 
present; caudal fin forked. 


CHLOROPHTHALMIDAE 


Greeneyes 

To 17 cm. Deep water, from depths of 150- 
379 m; benthic; often in great abundance, 
and of potential interest to fisheries. Two 
species. 


Page 1 54 




PARALEPIDIDAE doMl-lm origin behind 

middle of slundurd length 


Barracudinas \| 

To 13 cm. Marine, from shallow water to '$^1© ■)■< — 7 


depths of 2000 m; pelagic. Of no interest to 
fisheries. Several species. 


EVERMANNEEIDAE 



Sabertooth fishes 

To 12 cm. Marine, mesopelagic, but raising 
to the surface at night. Of no interest to 
fisheries. Several species. 
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Bony Fishes 


Order MYCTOPHiFORMES - Lantemfishes and allies 

Fin spines absent; adipose fin present; light organs (photophores) sometimes present; deep sea fishes. 


MYCTOPHIDAE 


Lantemfishes 

To 30 cm, but most species less than 10 cm. 
From the surface (at night) to depths below 2000 
m; mesopelagic to bathypelagic. Currently of little 
interest to fisheries. Numerous species. 



NEOSCOPELIDAE 


Neoscopelids 

To about 30 cm. Marine, from the surface to 
depths below 500 m; pelagic or benthopela- 
gic. Of no interest to fisheries. Probably a 
single species: Scopeleleiigvs tristes Alcock, 
1890. 



Order GAOiFORMES - Cods, Hakes, and allies 

No sharp spines in fins (except in dorsal fin of some 
macrourids); pelvic fins below or anterior to pectoral fins 
and widely separated from each other, usually entire, but 
reduced to filaments in some species: barbels often pre- 
sent on chin. 



underside of head 


BREGMACEROTIDAE 


I'* ditrsal Hn 
uilh u single ray 



To 10 cm; but usually smaller. Marine, from 
the surface to depths of 2000 m; pelagic. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Perhaps several 
species. 


MACROURIDAE 
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Grenadiers 

To 52 cm. Marine, from depths of about 200 
to 1000 m; benthopelagic. Of little interest to 
fisheries. Numerous species in the Indian 
Ocean, most poorly known, 2 species in- 
cluded in the Guide to Species. 
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MORIDAE 


Codlings 

To about 25 cm. Marine, in deeper water; 
benthopelagic. Of no Interest to fisheries. 
Several species. 



Order OPHIOIIFORMES - Cusk EelS, BrotulaS, 
and allies 

No sharp spines in fins; pelvic fins absent in some species; 
when present, these fins are placed anterior to pectoral fins, 
sometimes far forward on underside of head; they are 
always close together and filamentous, each with not more 
than 2 rays; caudal fin separate or joined to dorsal and anal 
fins; snout without barbels. 



OPHIDIIDAE 


Cusk eels 

To 50 cm. Marine, at depths of 650 m; ben- 
thic. Several species, of which 1 is included 
in the Guide to Species. 


dorsul-fin ruyv usually cquut or 
longer ilun opposing anal'Pin rays 
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pcKiC'fin rays 


anus behind lip 

tikimenlous 


ot peeioral lin 


CARAPIDAE 


Pearlfishes 

To about 20 cm. Marine, shallow coastal wa- 
ters; benthic, living as commensals in 
holothurians, molluscs and ascldians, which 
they enter tail first. Poorly known; of no 
interest to fisheries. Several species. 
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Bony Fishes 


Order BATRACHOIDIFORMES - Toadfishes 

Head large arid depressed, body compressed: two dorsal fins, the first with 2 or 3 spines: pelvic fins 
under throat: gill openings restricted to sides of head: one to several lateral lines on body. 


BATRACHOIDIDAE 


Toadfishes 

To about 20 cm. Coastal waters: benthic. Of 
no Interest to fisheries. Probably a single 
species: Thalassoihia cirrhosa (Klunzinger, 
1871). 



Order LOPHiiFORMES - Anglerfishes and allies 

Body globulose or depressed; first spine of dorsal fin modified to form a 'fishing pole'; gill openings small 
and circular, usually located below or behind pectoral fins. 


I.OPHIin.AE 

Anglerfishes 

To 45 cm. Marine, mainly deep water, at 
depths of 70 to 500 m; benthic. Two species. 
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KirheN arkl fla|>\ 
often present 


hod) 

depressed 


ANTENNARIIDAE 


Frogfishes 

To 25 cm. Marine, coastal and surface waters 
to a depth of 100 m; mostly benthic. Of little 
interest to fisheries. Several species. 



gill opening small 


pcctorol'fin lohe 
cl«>ngalc 


Ivxly 

ghihuktsc 
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CHAUNACIDAE 


Sea toads 

To about 45 cm. Marine, offshore waters in 
depths of about 300 to 1000 m; benthic. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Probably several 
species. 



OGCOCEPHALIDAE 



Batfishes 

To 20 cm. Marine, coastal and deep water to 
at least a depth of 2000 m; benthic. Of no 
interest to fisheries. Several species. 


dorsal view 


lure vcrj- short, 
hidden hclow ihc 
pointed snout 


Kxly 

depressed 


HIMANTOLOPHIDAE 

Footballfishes 

To about 60 cm. Marine, from near the sur- 
face to depths below 500 m, pelagic. Of no 
interest to fisheries. A single species: Himan- 
tolophus gnieiilaiulicus Reinhard, 1837. 




Order GOBIESOCIFORMES - Clingfishes 

Pectoral fins joined to form an adhesive disc on ventral surface of body at juncture of head and body; 
1 dorsal fin without spines. 


GOBIESOCIDAE 


Clingfishes 

To 15 cm, but most species less than 8 cm. 
Marine, entering also estuaries and fresh- 
water; benthic. Of no interest to fisheries. 
Several species. 



pectoral fins join to 
form sucking disc 
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Bony Fishes 
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Silversides 

To 15 cm. Coastal marine waters, estuaries, 
coastal lagoons: pelagic. Three species. 


2*4 spines 


Order ATHERiNiFORMES • Silversides and allies 

Small fishes: 2 well separated dorsal fins, the first spiny, but often inconspicuous: a silvery stripe on 
sides. 


ATHERINIDAE 


Kh 1> without 
ked venirally 



Surf sardines 

To about 9 cm, Marine, coastal surf waters. 
Of no interest to fisheries. A single species: 
Iso nalalensis Jordan and Starks, 1901. 


KkIn e»>niprcvH'd. forming 
sharp ked scnirall) 


.^•6 spines 


NOTOCHEIRIDAE 


Order BELONiFORMES - Flyingfishes and allies 

Either snout beak-like with upper or lower jaws greatly prolonged, or with enlarged, wing-like pectoral, 
and sometimes also pelvic fins: lateral line near ventral profile of body; a single dorsal fin consisting of 
soft rays: pelvic fins abdominal. 


BELONIDAE 
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Needlefishes 


To about 150 cm. Marine, coastal and off- 
shore waters, estuaries and freshwater, near 
the surface. Five species. 



elongate 


lateral line near ventral 

t(H>thsludded 


proHle of body 

jaws 




HEMIRAMPHIOAE 
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Halfbeaks 

To 44 cm. Marine, coastal and offshore wa- 
ters. some entering estuaries and even 
freshwater: generally pelagic, swimming 
near surface. Six species. 




latcnil line near ventral 
proHle of body 


lower jaw greatly 
prolonged except in 
()x\fMtrhtimphu.s 


( fxypttrhamph u s 
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EXOCOETIDAE 


Flyingfishes 

To 30 cm. Marine; pelagic in surface waters; 
capable of jumping out of the water and glid- 
ing for long distances. Twelve species. 



Order LAMPRiFORMES - Opahs and allies 

A diverse group of often strange looking fishes. No true spines in fins; pelvic fins under bases of pectoral 
fins. 


LAMPRIDAE 


Opahs 

To 180 cm. Marine, well offshore; epipelagic. 
Of little interest to fisheries, but flesh excel- 
lent. A single species: Lampris niutatus (Bun- 
nich, 1788). 



REGAEECIDAE 



Ateleopodids 

To 180 cm. Marine, from depths of about 200 
to 660 m; benthopelagic. Of no interest to 
fisheries. At least one species: Awteopus 
mituleiuis Regan, 1921. 



I 
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Bt>ny Fishes 



Slimeheads 

To about 60 cm. Marine, from depths of about 
100 to 1000 m, rarely below 600 m; benthic. 
Where they occur in abundance of potential 
interest to fisheries. Probably several spe- 
cies. 


3-S wide-spaced, 
stmng spines 


2-3 spines 


Order BERYciFORMES - Squirrelfishes and allies 

Head spines or crests well developed; fin spines well developed; scales heavy and strongly ctenoid (rough). 


TRACHICHTHYIDAE 


ANOMALOPIDAE 


Lanterneye fishes 

To 30 cm. Marine, from shallow water at 
night to depths below 100 m; benthic. Of no 
interest to fisheries. A single species: Pho- 
lohleplumm xieiniizi Abe and Haneda, 1 973. 



DIRETMIDAE 


Diretmids 

To 15 cm. Marine, from depths of 500 to 700 
m; benthic. Taken as bycatch, of no interest 
to fisheries. A single species: Diretmusargen- 
rms Johnson, 1863. 



BERYCIDAE 


Alfonsinos 

To 70 cm. Marine; from depths of 200 to 
600 m; bathypelagic. At least 2 species, 
which are both included in the Guide to Spe- 
cies. 
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Bonv Fishes 



Order GASTEROSTEiFORMES - Tubesnouts, Seamoths, and Sticklebacks 

Reduced number of branchiostegal rays (1-5); small mouth, often tubular snout; body covered with 
armour of dermal plates in most members. 


PEGASIDAE 


Seamoths 

To about 16 cm. Coastal waters; benthic. Of 
no interest to fisheries. At least one species; 
Eurypegusus draamis (Linnaeus, 1 766). 



pectoral fins large 
und horizontal 


dorsal view 


nxiuth hcncaih 
long msirum 


caudal peduncle 
quadrangular 


Order SYNGNATHiFORMES - Pipefishes and allies 

Body elongate, snout tube-like, mouth small; scales sometimes modified to form series of body plates. 
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FISTL'LARIIDAE 
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Cornetfishes, flutemouths 

To about 200 cm. Marine, shallow coastal 
waters. Two species. 


CENTRISCIDAE 


Snipefishes and shrimpfishes 

To about 20 cm. Coastal marine waters to 
depths of 80 m. Of little interest to fisheries. 
Perhaps 3 species, the presence of 
Macn>rumphosii>, scoloptLx [Linnaeus. 1758) in 
Somalia needs to be confirmed. 




Jorvjl anJ anal 
fin ventral 


\tacntramphosus 


SOLENOSTOMIDAE 


Ghost pipefishes 

To about 15 cm. Marine, coastal waters. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Perhaps 2 species. 


SYNGNATHIDAE 





Svagnathus 


HipptKampm 


Pipefishes and seahorses 

To about 30 cm. Coastal marine waters to 
depths of about 90 m. littoral pools, lagoons, 
estuaries, and freshwater: mostly benthic. Of 
no interest to fisheries, some species of in- 
terest to the aquarium trade. Many species. 


IhhIv eiK'aM.*d in 
numenHis 
Kwy nngv 
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Bony Fishes 


Order SCORPAENIFORMES - Scorpiopfishes and allies 

Cheeks with a bony strut (posterior extension of suborbitai bone to preopercie), usuaiiy weii developed 
spines on head and prominent spines in dorsal fin; pectoral fins usually rounded, sometimes greatly 
enlarged; membranes between lower rays often incised; caudal fin rarely forked. 


SCORPAEMPAE 

Scorpiopfishes, rockfishes 

To 40 cm. Marine, from the coastline to 
depths of 400 m; benthic. Eight species. 


CARACANTHIDAE 


Velvetfish 

To about 5 cm. Marine, coastal waters; de- 
mersal, usually associated with corals. Of no 
interest to fisheries. Perhaps 2 species. 


APLOACTINIDAE 


Little velvetfish 

To about 12 cm. Marine, coastal waters. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Perhaps several 
species. 




pelvic fins 
inconspicuous 


prickly scales 
giving a velvety 
appearance 


body oval. 

laterally 

compressed 


usually single 


dorsal rin 
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sining pungent 
spines 


single 
dorsal fin 
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pntoral fin 
extremely large 


2 free 


dorxal-nn 


hoinev 


2 tHK\a fin\ 


Flying gurnards 

To 40 cm. Marine, shallow coastal waters; 
benthic. A single species. 


dorsal \iew 


pectoral fin 
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Spiny fiatheads 

To too cm. Marine, on sand or mud bottoms 
down to a depth of about 70 m. Several 
species. 8 included in the Guide to Species. 
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I** dorsal-fin 


DACTYLOPTERIDAE 


PEATYCEPHAUDAE 


Order PERCIFORMES: PERCOIDEI - Perch-Mke FisheS 

Shape extremely variable: either 2 dorsal fins, or 1 dorsal fin with anterior elements being sharp spines; 
pelvic fins usually with 1 spine and 5 soft rays, placed well forward on ventral surface of body; maxillary 
bone not included in gape of mouth, but dorsal to the tooth-bearing premaxllla. 


AMBASSIDAE 


Perchlets, giassfishes 

To about 15 cm. Shallow coastal waters and 
estuarine, entering freshwater. Of no interest 
to fisheries. Perhaps 2 species. 



single dorsal fin 
deeply noicScd 


I ^pinc I 


6-8 spines 


hod) often 
scmilransporcni 


ACROPOMATIDAE 

Glow-bellies, splitfins 

To 30 cm. Marine, from depths of 100 to 
600 m; benthic. Three species. 
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Bony Fishes 


DINOPERCIDAE 


Cavebasses 

To 65 cm. Marine, on rocky reefs to depths 
beyond 50 m; benthic. Of no interest to fish- 
eries. A single species; Dinopenra peiersi 
(Day, 1875). The presence of this speices in 
Somalia needs to be confirmed. 


SERRANIDAE 



Groupers, seabasses, rockcods, 
hinds, combers, coral trouts, 
lyretails, soapfishes 

To 250 cm. Marine, from the coastline to 
depths beyond 380 m; also in lower reaches 
of estuaries; mostly benthic; a large and di- 
verse family. 41 species. 


PSEEDOCHROMIDAE 


Dottybacks 

To about 10 cm, but most species less than 
5 cm. Shallow coastal waters, especially 
coral reefs, to depths of about 100 m; ben- 
thic. Of interest to the aquarium trade. Nu- 
merous species, poorly known. 




lateral tine in 
2 parts 


I spine and 4 soft rays, 
t" ray thickened and 
bifurcate 


3-16 spirtes 


Roundheads 

To about 25 cm. Marine coastal waters. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Perhaps several 
species. 


PLESIOPIOAE 
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Bom Fishes 





RACHVCENTRIDAK 


Cobias 


To 200 cm. Marine, pelagic in coastal waters, 
occasionally in estuaries. A single species. 


Remoras, sharksuckers 


To about 90 cm. Marine, pelagic; attaches to 
larger marine animals such as sharks, tur- 
tles, and marine mammals. Several species, 
1 included in the Guide to Species. 
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CARANGIDAK 


Jacks, trevallies, scads, queen- 
fishes, runners, pompanos 

To about 165 cm. Marine, from the coastline 
to a depth of 200 m; a few species entering 
brackish waters: benthic, coastal pelagic or 
oceanic pelagic: a large and diverse family. 
42 species. 






4-H vpincs. \cr> 
shtifl and cmhctkJcd 
in siime vpecio 
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usuall> 3 vpinc'i. the I'* 2 dcuchcd 
(embedded in large carangidsf 


finlets preseni 
in some species 
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Bonv Fishes 


MENIDAE I 

Moonfishes 

To 24 cm. Marine, coastal waters, entering 
estuaries. A single species. 



pehic-fin rays in 
udulls dongaie 
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no spines in 
dorsal and 
unul fin 


sharp edge | 


I.EIOGNATHIDAE 


Ponyfishes, slipmouths, tooth- 
pomes 

To 21 cm. Marine, coastal waters to a depth 
of 25 m and estuaries: schooling, benthic. A 
single species. 
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Bony Fishes 
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MULLIDAE 


Goatfishes, red mullets 

To 50 cm. Marine, from the coastline to a 
depth of about 1 00 m; occasionally in estu- 
aries; benthic. 17 species. 


t fxiirofhurhels 
»l (ip of chin 



PEMPHERIDIDAE 


Sweepers 

To about 17 cm. Marine, coastal waters. Of 
no interest to fisheries. Several species. 


KYPHOSIDAE 


Seachubs, rudderfishes, 
stonebreams 


To 75 cm. Marine, reef areas; benthic. 
Three species. 



individual tooth 
lateral vle^ 



upper jau 
M'cMi'd from below 



B 
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DREPANIDAE | 

Sicklefishes 

To 40 cm. Marine, mud banks, to a depth of 
40 m; benthic. Two species. 



b(Kjy laterally 
compressed 


13*14 spines 
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long 
pccUKal tin 


mouth 

protractile 


EPHIPPIDAE 


Spadefishes, battishes 

To 75 cm. Marine, shallow waters on mud 
banks; benthic. Four species. 
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Triptcrodon 


kxly lalcratly 
comprevsctl 


profile 

convex 




5-9 spines 



Page 266 


KkIv laterally 
compressed 
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SCATOPHAGIDAE 

Scats 

To about 30 cm. Marine and estuarine. A single 
species. 


CHAETODONTIDAE 



single dorsal 
fin deeply 
notched 
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body laterally 
compressed 



eye hand 
usually 
present 


Butterflyfishes 

To about 20 cm. Marine, usually in shallow 
waters but occasionally to a depth of 
about too m; benthic. Of no interest to 
fisheries; some species of interest to the 
aquarium trade. Several species. 


h-16 spines 




body laterally 
compressed 


mouth small, 
protrusihlc 


POMACANTHIDAE 


Angelfishes 

To 50 cm. Marine, from the coastline to 70 m 
depth; benthic. Several species, 8 included 
In the Guide to Species. 




hones of head 
mostly e\p«>sed 


Armourheads 

To 35 cm. Marine, on continental shelf 
and slope at depths of about 400 m; ben- 
thic, A single species. 


3'*' and 4'^ spines 
enlarged 


PENTACEROTIDAE 
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Bon\ l ixht's 


OPLF.GNATHIDAE 


Knifejaws 

To 75 cm. Marine, from coastal waters to 150 
m depth, benthic. Of some interest to fisher- 
ies. The presence of possibly 2 species 
needs to be confirmed. 



CIRRHirilME 


Hawkfishes, curleyfins 

To 30 cm. Marine, in shallow waters to depths 
of 120 m; benthic. Smaller species of some 
interest to the aquarium trade. Several spe- 
cies. 2 included in the Guide to Species. 



CEPOl.lDAE 


Bandfishes 

To about 52 cm. Marine, from shallow water to a 
depth of about 475 m; benthic. Of little interest to 
fisheries. Perhaps several species. 



()pist()(;nathii)ae 


Jawfishes 

To about 35 cm, but most species smaller 
than 11 cm. Marine, in shallow water to 
depths of 200 m; benthic on sandy bottoms. 
Of little interest to fisheries. Several species. 
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Order PERCIFORMES: MUGILOIOEI - MulletS 

Body elongate; head flattened; mouth small; pectoral fins high on body; 2 dorsal fins; sides silvery; no 
lateral line. 


MUGILIDAK 


Mullets 

To 90 cm. Coastal marine, estuaries and 
freshwater, at shallow depths (less than 
20 m); mostly benthic in food habits, but usu- 
ally swim near the surface. Eleven species. 



Order PERCIFORMES: POLYNEMOIDEI - Threadf inS 

Snout conical, projecting beyond mouth; pectoral fins in 2 parts, the lower with 3 or more free filamentous 
rays. 
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Threadfins 

To 45 cm. Marine coastal waters, estuaries, 
coastal lagoons and freshwater river mouths: 
benthic. Two species. 


1 1 JtMsJ finv I 


ioucr pecioral-nn 
ra>v liliifncnUHis 


POI.YNEMIDAK 


IIMHIlh 

infcmir 


Order PERCIFORMES: LABRoiDEi - Wrasses and allies 

Well developed teeth, coalesced into plates in the Scaridae; scales usually large and cycloid (smooth); 
body compressed; usually colourful species. 


POMACENTRIDAK 


Damselfishes 

To about 25 cm. but most species smaller 
than 5 cm. Marine, coastal waters usually in 
depths less than 20 m; also in estuaries: 
mostly benthic: some species of interest to 
the aquarium trade. Several species. 



I 1(1-14 \pmcs 


u vingk* 
iKi'klrit 
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Bony Vishcs 



I usually 3 spinc^^ 
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Cheiiio 


LABRIDAE 


Wrasses, hogfishes, coris, 
tuskfishes 

To about 200 cm (but most species less than 
25 cm). Marine from the coastline to a depth 
of about 160 m; benthic. A large and diverse 
group, of which 62 species are included in 
the Guide to Species. 


lips 
pminincni 


jau (eelh 
Ncpunitcd 


niouih 

pnMnjsihk 



SCARIDAE 

Parrotfishes 
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Order PERCiFORMES: TRACHiNoiDEi - Weeverfishes and allies 

A diverse assemblage of families difficult to characterize as a group; this suborder must be regarded as 
provisional. 


CHAMPSODOMIDAK 


Gapers 

To about 20 cm. Marine, from surface at night 
to a depth of 500 m, mesopelagic. Of little 
interest to fisheries. Several species. 



pelvic fiHN larger 
than pocloral tins 


prcopcrculur 

spine 


AMMODYTIDAE 


Sandlances 

To about 30 cm. Marine; from the coastline 
to a depth of about 50 m; benthic or pelagic. 
Too small to be of importance, but good eat- 
ing; used as bait. Perhaps several species. 



I timer jaw pmjcclinj] 
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Bony Fishes i 



Order PERCiFORMES: BLENNioiDEi - Blennies and allies 

Dorsal fin long: pelvic fins reduced, with 1 hidden spine and 2 to 4 soft rays, located ahead of pectoral 
fins; tentacles often present on head; 2 anal-fin spines (one of them often difficult to see). 


TRIPTKRYGIIDAE 


Triplefins 

To about 6 cm. Marine, in shallow coastal 
waters; benthic. Of no interest to fisheries. 
Several species. 



CLINIDAE 


Clinids 

To about 20 cm. Marine, usually in shallow 
water; benthic. Of no interest to fisheries. 
Numerous species. 




gill o|)cning either 
rcMricted lo sitlcN 
or amiinuous 
acn»s underNido 
of head 


To 20 cm; marine. Coastal waters (usually at 
depths less than 20 m), estuaries and coastal 
lagoons; benthic. Some species of interest 
to the aquarium trade. Numerous species. 


unhrunched seginenicd rays 
outnumbering vpincA 


Blennies 


often rugi»se 
swellings 


fringed flap 


BLENMIDAE 
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Order PERCIFORMES; CALLIONYMOIDEI - DragonetS 
A sharp preopercular spine: a small gill opening on upper part of head: size usually less than 25 cm. 


CALMONYMID.AK 


DragonetS 

To about 25 cm. Marine, mainly from coastal 
reefs: benthic. Some species of Interest to 
the aquarium trade. Numerous species, of 
which one is included in the Guide to Spe- 
cies. 
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Order PERCIFORMES: GOBioiDEi - Gobies and allies 
Usually small fishes with pelvic fins either very close together or united into a single cup-like structure. 


KI.KOTKIDIDAK 


Gudgeons 

To about 30 cm. Adults generally in freshwa- 
ter, but entering brackish and coastal marine 
waters: benthic. Of little interest to fisheries. 
Several species. 



(;()|{iii)Ai: 


Gobies 

To about 30 cm, but most species less than 
10 cm. Marine and brackish waters and a lew 
in freshwaters: usually in shallow water, but 
a few species to a depth of below 150 m: 
benthic. The largest family of fishes: of no 
interest to fisheries, but some species of 
interest to the aquarium trade. Numerous 
species. 





pelvic fins scpuralcd 
«tr untied 




l*eriophthalmu\ 



fins uniti'd 
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Order PERCIFORMES: ACANTHUROIDEI - SurgeonfisheS 
Small scales: one or more strong, moveable, fonivard-projecting spine(s) mid-laterally on caudal peduncle. 


SIGANIDAE 
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ZANCI.IDAE 


Moorish idol 

To about 20 cm. Marine, coral reefs. Of no 
interest to fisheries. A single species: Ztw- 
fliis (•onwiii.s (Linnaeus. 1758). 



ACANTHI RIDAE 


Surgeonfishes, tangs, 
unicornfishes 

To about 70 cm. Marine, in shallow waters, 
associated with reefs, usually at a depth of 
less than 50 m: benthic. 27 species. 
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2-.r \pincs I 
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Order PERCIFORMES: SPHYRAENOIDEI - BarraCUdaS 
Body elongate, generally silvery on sides; head and snout txith very long; teeth strong; 2 dorsal fins. 



lur^c nu>uih. 
shaq» teeth 


To 180 cm. Marine, from the coastline to a 
depth of about 100 m; pelagic neritic. 
Eight species. 


SPHYRAKNIDAE 

Barracudas 


Order PERCIFORMES; scoMBROioEi • Tunas and allies 

Finlets usually present at posterior ends of dorsal and anal fins; 1 to 3 keels on either side of caudal 
peduncle (except in most species of Gempylidae). 


GKMPYI.IDAE 


Snake mackerels, barracootas, 
escolars, oilfishes 

To about 200 cm. Marine, from the surface 
(at night) to depths below 600 m; pelagic. J 

Seven species. 
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I 2 scpjrju\i (liirml fin, 

7 ^ 


nimnismn. 



(iempyUts 
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Bony Fishes 




SCOMBRIDAE 

Albacores, bonitos, kawakawas, 
mackerels, seerfishes, tunas, 
wahoos 

To 250 cm. Marine, from surface waters to 
depths below 200 m; pelagic. 15 species. 


Page 317 
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Order PERCiFORMES; STROMATOiDEi - Harvestf ishes and allies 

Shape variable; snout blunt and thick; toothed saccular outgrowths (pharyngeal sacs) present in the 
gullet immediately behind the last gill arch; teeth small, approximately uniserlal. 


CKNTROI.OPHII) AE 


Ruffs 

To 20 cm. Marine; between depths of 250 
and 300 m; mesopelagic to demersal. Nu- 
merous species, of which one is included in 
the Guide to Species. 



NOMKIDAK 


Man-of-war fishes, driftfishes 

To 18 cm, Marine; deeper water of the conti- 
nental slope; epi- to mesopelagic. Perhaps 3 
species. 2 included in the Guide to Species. 


Page 321 



pectonl fins Ion}! 
and wing'likc 
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Bony Fishes 


Order PLEURONECTIFORMES - Flatfishes 

Flattened body shape; eyes present on one side of body only. 



PLELRONECTIDAE 
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Righteye flounders 

To 17 cm. Marine, mainly in deeper waters. 
Several species of which one is included in 
the Guide to Species. 
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SOLKIDAK 


Page 326 


Soles 

To 32 cm. Marine, shallow coastal waters; 
some species in estuaries: benthic. Several 
species of which 6 are included in the Guide 
to Species. 



cyno(;l()ssidak 


Tonguesoles 

To 46 cm. Marine from shallow coastal wa- 
ters to depths of about 200 m; benthic. Sev- 
eral species of which 5 are included in the 
Guide to Species. 


Page 327 



m» Irctf 


prctkpcrvubr 


pCLtoral fins 



jhvcni 


Order TETRAODONTiFORMES - Pufferf Ishes and allies 

Pelvic fins absent or strongly reduced: a small mouth with strong teeth, frequently coalesced into a biting 
plate: a small gill optening: skin thick or rough, sometimes with prickles, spines or scaly plates. 


TRIACANTHODIDAE 


Spikefishes 

To 25 cm. Marine, from depths 30 of to 300 m; 
benthic. Of no interest to fisheries. Several spe- 
cies. 


BALISTIDAE 


Triggerfishes and durgons 

To about 70 cm. Marine, from the coastline 
to a depth of about 100 m; mostly benthic, a 
few bentho-pelagic. 19 species. 
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Bony Fishes 



Filefishes, leatherjackets 

To 1 m, but most smaller than 10 cm. Marine, 
from the coastline to a depth of about 1 00 m; 
mostly benthic. Numerous species of which 
9 are included in the Guide to Species. 


Page 335 

skirt nnigh, with 
iiiinuie scales 


MONACANTHIDAK 


OSTRACIIDAE 


Boxfishes, cowfishes 

To 50 cm. Marine, from the coastline to a 
depth of about 100 m; benthic. Not eaten, 
but some of interest to aquarium trade. Sev- 
eral species. 



TETRAODONTIDAE 


|2 t(xxh plates' 
incuchjdw 


Puffers 

To about 100 cm. Coastal marine waters, 
estuaries, brackish lagoons, and occasionally 
freshwater; from the coastline to a depth of 
about 180 m; benthic. Poisonous and not 
eaten. Numerous species. 


DIODONTIDAE 


Porcupinefishes 

To 60 cm. Marine, from the coastline to a 
depth of about 100 m; mostly benthic. Per- 
haps several species of which 6 are included 
in the Guide to Species 

a single tmxh 
plate in each jaw 
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.MOLIDAE 


Molas, ocean sunfishes, 
headfishes 

To 300 cm or more. Marine, from the surface 
to a depth of about 360 m; pelagic oceanic. 
Three species worldwide. 
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caudal tin remarkablv 
tiimcatc. mdder-like. 
without visible rays 
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Elops machnata (Fop>skal. 1775) 

FAO names: En - Tenpounder; Fr - Guinee 
saumon. 

Local names: llweyn. 

Size: To 90 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets. and 
handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. entering lagoons and estuaries. Feeds 
on crustaceans and small fish. 




MEGALOPIDAE 

Tarpons 


Megalops cyprinoides ( Broussoncl. 1782) 


Iplair 1. 1) 



•icolcs very large. 
in lateral line 


loM diirval-fin ni> 
filameniou> 


FAO names: En - Indo-Pacific tarpon: 

Fr - Tarpon indo-pacifique. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 1 .0 m, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets. seines, and 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. entering lagoons and estuaries. 



undersidt of hi‘ud 
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ALBULIDAE 

Bonefishes 


Bony Fishes 


Albida glossodonta (Forsskal. 1775) 



FAO names: En - Roundjaw bonefish; 

Fr - Banane levre ronde. 

Local names: 

Size: To 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with glii nets and hook-and- 
line. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic neritic; over 
trawling grounds. 


Upper juv*. shttrt. 
3.05*3.25 in hejtl length 


Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed, previously often misidentified as 
A. viilpes. 


vnoul 




parnsphenotil 
iiHtih patch 


nM>r <»f nirmlh 


2 phar>'iigo*hr.mchial 
loixh patch 


hasihranchial 


itKHh patch 


floor of mouth 


Albula forsleri Valenciennes, 1 846 


ALBULIDAE 



FAO names: En - Sharpjaw bonefish; 

Fr - Banane levre aigue. 

Local names: 

Size: Maximum to 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gill nets and hook-and- 
line. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic neritic; over 
trawling grounds. 


upper jaw 2.45-2.JI5 
in head length 


Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 
Previously misidentified as 4. vulpes and A. 


neogmnaua. 


snout 




piiraspltenoid 
t(M>th patch 


2'**^ phar>ngo*brat>chiiil 
ttMith patch 


hasibrunchial 
tooth patch 


HMir of mouth 


floor of mouth 
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MURAENIDAE 


Morays 


l-'chidna nehuhsa (Ahl. 1 7X9) 

FAO names: En - Starry moray ; Fr - Murene 
etoilee. 

Local names: Kal. 

Size: To about 80 cm, common to 50 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught incidentaliy with various 
hook-and-line gear, nets, traps, and spear. 
Habitat and biology: Benthic In shallow reef 
areas, from depths of 2 to 30 m. 



htxK yclUtwish brown, with 2-3 
longitudinal scries of darker. Mar-shaped 
bloiclK's, with a yellow centre 


Icelh blunt, molar-iikc 
on roor*»rm»»uth 


Echidna potyzona (Richurdson. 1X45) 


teeth hlunt. molur-like 
on roof ol mouth 


MURAENIDAE 



FAO name: En - Striped moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 60 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: No information avail- 
able. 


juvenile 


adults mottled dark brown 


brown, with 25*.^0 
greyish yellow bars 


Echidna zebra (Shaw. 1 797) 


teeth blunt, molur-like 
on roof of mouth 


MURAENIDAE 


FAO names: En - Zebra moray; Fr - Murene 
zebree. 

Local names: Marisa. 

Size: To 150 cm, common to about 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught incidentally with hook-and- 
line, net. trap, and spear. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
reefs, from depths of 10 to 50 m. Feeds on a 
variety of small reef animals. 





Gymnothorax favanineus (Bloch and Sclineidcr. ISOI ) 

FAO names: En - Blackspotted moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 1.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic in shallow 
water, on coral and rocky reefs, from depths of 
5 to 40 m. Feeds on cephalopods and small 
fishes. 


MURAENIDAE 



teeth on r<M)l 
of mouth 
sharp, fang- 
likc. ill I row 




Horn Kidiei 


l.% 


(iymnothorax Jlarimarginalus (RiippcII. 1830) 


MURAENIDAE 


FAO name: En - Yellowmargin moray. 

Local names; 

Size: To at least 1 .2 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-llne. 
Habitat and biology: Benthic in shallow 
water, on coral and rocky reefs, from depths 
of 3 to 60 m. Feeds on cephalopods and small 
fishes. 


t>n i\M>i 
riMiuih 
\harp. f^n^E- 
likc. in I nm 



gill tipcmng in a 
Hjck hkKch 


>cllimish hnmn. lAilh dark 
hnmn motiling iw \piiltiitg 


Ciymnothorax javanicus (BIccker, 1856) 


MURAENIDAE 



FAO names: En - Giant moray. 

Local names: 

Size: Probably to 3 m. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on coral and 
rocky reefs, from depths of 10 to 50 m. 


iccth on KHif 
ol mouth 
durp. fang- 
tike, in I nm 


gill opening in a 
Hack blotch 


hnmn iMth dark hnmn 
hlolchrx and spia> 



MURAENIDAE 


Local names: Kal. 


Size: To 120 cm. common to 80 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught mainly by different nets, 
traps, and spear. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on coral reefs 
and rocks, to depths of 36 m. 


hod) dark tmmn. kiih 
sinail >cll«m >pol\. Icsv 
than c>e diarnetct 


(iymnolhorax meleagris ( Shaw and Noddor. 1795) 


FAO names: En - Turkey moray; Fr - Murene 
vole laetde. 


iccih on niof of mtHiih 
sharp, tang-hke. in I nm 


Oyiniwlhorax nwnochrous (BIcekor. 1856) 

FAO names: En - Drab morey. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 56 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
coastal reefs. 



tccih on nHif of iiMHilh 
slurp, fang-like, in I nm 


MURAENIDAE 


uniforml) light 
hnm n. h ithout 
darker markings 
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Gymnothorax nurfiromer (Playfair and GUnlher, 1 866) 


MURAENIDAE 



Size: To 1 m. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in deeper 
coastal areas, from depths of 4 to 165 m. 


inside ol' mtHilh 
ydluv. 


FAO names: En - Yellow/mouth moray. 
Local names: 


no iccih on nH>l 
ol tiiouth 


distinct yelKm 
sp<»t> on tail 


Gymnolhorax punctatus (Bkx:h and Schneider, 1801 ) 


MURAENIDAE 



FAO names: En - Whitespotted moray. 

Local names: ^ ^ 

teeth on rtHtl of mouth 

Size: To 90 cm. •.harp, fung-likc, in I nm 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, In shallow 
coastal coral and rocky reefs. 

body puq>livh hrtmn. 

uiih uhite dots 


Gymnolhorax ruepelliae (McClelland. 1 845) 

FAO names: En - ROppell's moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 55 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
coastal reefs, from depths of 3 to 30 m. 



MURAENIDAE 


iccih on nH>f of mttuth 
sharp. fang>likc. in I row 




Gymnolhorax undiilatus (Lacepedc. 1803) 

FAO names: En - Undulated moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 150 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on coral reefs 
and rocks, deeper water, to a depth of about 
30 m. 


MURAENIDAE 



body yclUm or 
orange. Miih 
irregular nisvei 
hUttches 
in 
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Bony Fishes 


Pseudechina hrummeri (Blecker, 1858) 


MURAENIDAE 


FAO names: En - Brummer’s moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 1 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Benthic, In shallow 
coastal waters. 




icelh ftn r<H>l of 
itMmlli sharp, lany- 


FAO names: En - Grey moray. 

Local names; 

Size: To 65 cm. 

Fisheries; No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
coastal waters, on coral and rocky reefs, to 
depths of 40 m. 


bodv whiiish. densely imuiled 
Hilh liehl hrimti spoK 


pores ttn head black. 
Iftmtin}! lines 


Siderea grisea (Lacepede, 1803) 


Siderea picta (Ahl. 1789) 


FAO names: En - Speckled sidereal moray; 
Fr - Murbne siderale. 


leeih on txHif of mouth 
sharp, fang-like, in 2 rows 


MURAENIDAE 


Local names: Maguungi. 

Size: To 140 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with various types of nets, 
traps, and spear. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
coastal waters, on coral and rocky reefs. 
Feeds on small reef animals. 




adults greyish t«r whitish, with 
irregular dark spots 
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Thyrsoidea macrura (Bleeker, 1854) 


MURAENIDAE 


FAO names: En - Giant slender moray; 

Fr - Murfene fil geante. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 4 m, common to 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with various hook-and-line, 
traps, and sometimes in offshore trawi nets. 
Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
coastal waters, muddy areas, estuaries and 
river mouths. Feeds on different smaii fishes 
and crustaceans. 



Vropterygius concolor IRiippcII. 1835) 


MURAENIDAE 



bixly uniform 
nrildish hmwn 


FAO names: En - Brown moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries: No information avaiiable. 

Habitat and biology: Reefs and shallow wa- 
ters. 


dorsal and anal fin reduced 
lo rudimcnis on tip of mil 


Vropterygius marmoratus (Laccpede. 1803) 


MURAENIDAE 


FAO names: En - Marbled moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Reefs and shallow wa- 
ters. 

hod\ yellowish or 
brownish, liglilcr below 
and finely or coarsely 
marbled with darier 
brow n spots 



Vropterygius tigrinus (Lesson. 1829) 


MURAENIDAE 



body brown w ith 
large black blotches 


FAO names: En - Tiger moray. 

Local names: 

Size: To 105 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: No information avail 
able. 
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Bony Kishcs 


OPHICHTHIDAE 
Snake eels, worm eels 


Ijunnostoma orientalis (McClelland. 1844) 


FAO names: En - Oriental worm eel; 

Fr - Serpenton oriental. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly in nets and by hand. 
Used fresh as bait. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in estuaries 
and inshore areas of turbid waters. 




Muraenichthys schultzei (Blecker. I8.S7) 


FAO names: En - Mained snake eel; 

Fr - Serpenton manchot. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm; common to 8 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly in bag or nets, or by 
digging. Used live or fresh as shark bait. 

Habitat and biology: In inshore waters and 
tide pools. Burrowing in soft sediment. 


OPHICHTHIDAE 



Pisodonophix horo iHumilinn-Buchunun. 1822) 


FAO names: En - Rice-paddy eel; Fr - Serpen- 
ton des rizieres. 

Local names: 

Size: To 100 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught incidentally, for example in 
bag nets. Used fresh as bait. 

Habitat and biology: In Lagoons and estuar- 
ies. entering freshwater and paddy fields. 


(ccih tm riH>f ul nunjih 
granular to nKilariform 


OPHICHTHIDAE 
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CONGRIDAE 
Conger eels 



FAO names: En - Longfin African conger; 
Fr - Congre oiro. 

Local names: Maguungi. 

Size: To 1 .0 m, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls and hook-and- 
line. 


Habitat and biology: Benthic, on reefs, active 
at night. Feeds on a variety of small reef 
animals. 


Conger cinereus cinereus (Riippcll. I828) 


(Mitcr row ol iccilt torming a 
conspicuous culling cilgi; 


L’roconger lepturus (Richardson. 1848) 


FAO names: En - Slender conger; Fr - Congre 
gracile. 

Local names: Maguungi. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught in fine-meshed shrimp 
trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Offshore, on soft sandy 
mud. Feeds on small bottom-living crusta- 
ceans. 



iccih inuiliM^riul. lomiing a 
harkl. hul no cutting edge 


CONGRIDAE 


lip of tail 
pointed 



MURAENESOCIDAE 


Pike congers 


Congresox talabonoities (Bleeker, 185.4) 


FAO names: En - Indian pike conger; 

Fr - Morenesoce indien. 

Local names: 

Size: To 2.5 m, common to 1 .8 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines, trawls, drift 
nets, and bag nets. Marketed fresh. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in coastal wa- 
ters and estuaries, on soft bottom down to a 
idepth of 100 m. A nocturnal fish, feeding on 
I bottom fish and crustaceans. 



peciorul fin 
shun 
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Bony Fufao 



MURAENESOCIDAE 


Local names: Maguungi. 

Size: To 1 .8 m. common to 1 .5 m. 


Fisheries: Caught with longlines. trawls, drift 
nets, and bag nets. Marketed fresh. Good 
eating. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Benthic, on soft bottom 
to depths of about 100 m. A nocturnal fish, 
feeding on bottom fish and crustaceans. 


FAO names: En - Common pike conger; 
Fr - Morenesoce common. 


lecih tin vomer 
triangular. Modc-likc 


Xturaenesox bagio iHumillon-Buchunun. 1822) 


inlcixirhilal uitith ahtHJl 
1U.7 timcN in head length 


dor>al \ lew tif heud 


Muraenesox cinereus (Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Daggertooth pike conger; 
Fr - Mor^n^soce dague. 

Local names: 

Size: To 80 cm. common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines. trawls, drift 
nets, and bag nets. Marketed fresh. Excellent 
eating. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on soft bottoms 
to depths of 100 m. also in estuaries, lagoons 
and shallow coastal inlets. 




MURAENESOCIDAE 


teeth on vomer 
triangular. hlaUe-td.c 


dopiul of head 


CLUPEIDAE 


Herrings, shads, gizzard shads, sardines, sardinellas, pellonas 


Amhiygasler leiogaster ( Valenciennes. 1 847) 


FAO names: En - Smoothbelly sardinella; 

Fr - Sardinelle daniva. 

Local names: 

Size: To 23 cm, common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets. and 
shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 



hellv rounded, uiih 
weak scutev 


[ twxlv vuhcylindrkll 


7-14 rnmto-pancui 
vinoe 


vtngle median niw 
of predorval waJe^ 


lower-gill 
rakerv on I" afvh 
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Amblygasler sirm (Walbaum. 1792) 

FAO names: En - Spotted sardinella; 
Fr - Sardinelle tachetee. 

Local names: 

Size: To 23 cm, common to 20 cm. 



7> 14 tronto-piinctal 


CLUPEIDAE 


a single mciiian mw 
of prcdorsal scales 



u scries of 10-12 
golden-grccn sptus 


holly rounded. vMih 
weak scutes 


Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets, and 
shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 


3.^-43 lower-gill 
rakers on I arch 


hndy suhcylindrical 


Dussumieria acuta (Valenciennes, 1847) 


CLUPEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Rainbow sardine; 

Fr - Sardine arc-en-ciel. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with setnets, beach seines, 
purse seines, and shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in inshore wa- 
ters. 



holly ntunded. 
wiihoiK >ciile\ 


1 2- 1 5 hranchioviegal mys 


Dussumieria elopsides Blecker. 1 849 

FAO names: En - Slender rainbow sardine. 
Local names: 

Size: To about 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: A pelagic Inshore spe- 
cies. 


CLUPEIDAE 



no striae on 
posterior part 
of scales 


I 13-17 hranchioMcgal rays [ 


belly rounded, 
uiihtiul scutes 




Etrumeus teres (De Kay, 1840) 


CLUPEIDAE 



FAO names: En - Round herring; Fr - Shadine 
ronde. 

Local names; 

Size: To 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines. 

Habitat and biology: A pelagic inshore spe- 
cies. I ; ^ 1 

12-15 hranchiosiegul rays 


>elvic-hn origin 
below last 
dorsal-fin ray 


10-13 soft rays 
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Bony Fishes 


Herklotsichthys lossei Wongratanu. 1983 

FAO names: En - Gulf herring. 

Local names: 

Size: To 8 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal, pelagic, 
schooling. 



CLUPEIDAE 


I black hlntch 


3-8 rronl(vpuhcl;il 
slriiiL* 


Herklotsichthys piinctatus (Riippell. 1837) 

FAO names: En - Spotted herring; 

Fr - Hareng tachete. 

Local names: 

Size: To 8.5 cm, common to 7 cm. 



Fisheries: Caught with seines, liftnets, and 
shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 



prrdorsal scales 



Herklotsichthys quadrimaculatus ( Riippell, 1 837 ) 


3-8 Ironio-panoial 
striae 


a median row of 
hidden scales 


CLUPEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Bluestripe herring; 

Fr - Hareng a bande bleue. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 4 cm, common to 1 0 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, liftnets, and 
shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 


prcdnrsal scales 
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FAO names: En - Reunion herring. 

Local names: 

Size: To 8.5 cm, common to 7 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal fishing gear. 
Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 


CLUPEIDAE 


dark bkrteh | 


no iLiri \pots 
on (lunlks 


flerklotsichthys spilurus (Guichcnoi. IS6.4) 


3-R fronuv-paricuil 
striae 


Hilsa kelec (Cu\icr. 182^1 


CLUPEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Kelee shad: Fr - Alose palli. 
Local names: Aarijoog. 

Size: To 24.4 cm. usually between 14 to 18 cm. 




Fisheries: Caught with seines, drift gillnets, 
liftnets, and shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. enters estuaries. Feeds mainly on phy- 
toplankton but also on zooplankton. 


upper jau u ith a dislinci 
median miieh uhen seen 
from front 



Nematalosa arahica Regan. IUI7 


CLUPEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Arabian gizzard shad. 
Local names: 

Size: To 16.5 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 
Habitat and biology: Pelagic. 



lasi dor^l-l'in fay hlamcnurus | 
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Fi^hc^ 


Pellona ditchela Valenciennes. 1 847 


CLUPEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Indian pellona: Fr - Alose- 
ecaille indienne. 

Local names; Aarijoog. 

Size: To 16 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines and llftnets. 
Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. also estuaries, lagoons, and rivers. 




c)c ver> larjtc 


Itmcf J4W promincni 


I 



FAO names: En - White sardinella: 

Fr - Sardinelle blanche. 

Local names: Aarijoog. 

Size: To 14 cm. usually to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets. and 
shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. Feeds on zooplankton and phytoplank- 
ton. 


41-Mt lowcr-jiill nikcrv 
iai 4-15 L'm \iaiklan] length) 


(plaU-lll. 20) 


CLUPEIDAE 


a \mail bla^k vpoi 
at d(>f^al•^ln i>ngin 


ptrtkWNai Mralo 
paired and 
overlapping 


Sardinella alhella ( Valenciennes. 1 847 ) 


tuvuaJly .^>-32) wuicv 


scille diwontinuuuv 
vtriac 




FAO names: En - Goldstripe sardinella: 

Fr - Sardinelle doree. 

Local names: Aarijoog. 

Size: To 17 cm. common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets. and 
shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 


CLUPEIDAE 


45-5’i hmcr-gill rakers 
(al 6-17 eni Mand.inl length) 


scule 


.42-34 scutes 


a snull Mack sptti 
at dtirsal-fin itrigin 


Sardinella gibhosa (Bleeker. 1849) 


prcdorsal scales 
paired and 
overlapping 
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Sardinella longiceps (Valenciennes. 1847) 


FAO names: En - Indian oil sardine: 

Fr - Sardinelle indienne. 

Local names: 

Size: To 23 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with boat seines, gillnets, 
shore seines, and castnets. 

, Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
I ters. Feeds on phytoplankton and on small 
I crustaceans. 



CLUPEIDAE 


t hninched and 
K unbruncheU 
pcUic-fin ra>s 


predorval scales 
paired and 
overlapping 


150-253 lower-gill rakers 
(al K-15.5 cm standard length) 


7-14 lYonlo-parielal 
striae 


Sardinella melanura (Cuvier, 1829) 


FAO names: En - Blacktip sardinella; 

Fr - Sardinelle queue noire. 

Local names: Aarijoog. 

Size: To 12.2 cm, common to 10 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets, and 
shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic In coastal wa- 
ters. 



Ups black 


predttrsal scales 
paired and 
overlapping 


7-14 fronto-parietal 
striae 


28-30 scutes 


Sardinella negleda Wongratana. 198.1 


FAO names: En - East African sardinella. 
Local names: Buraasow. 

Size: To 13 cm, but probably grows larger. 
Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, in coastal wa- 
ters, from depths between 1 to 60 m; also in 
bays. 

Remarks: Often misidentified as Scmiinella 
longiceps Valenciennes, 1847. 



I branched and 

H unbrunched 

pcivic-lin rays 


CLUPEIDAE 


7-14 fronto-panelal 
striae 


predorsal scales 
puirvil and 
overlapping 
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Bony Fishes 



FAO names: En - Sind sardinella: Fr - Sardi- 
nelle miyako. 

Local names: 

Size: To 17 cm, common to 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines and trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Pelagic. In coastal wa- 
ters. 


3H-77 Umcrgitl rakers 
(i»cr 5 an slutiiiard len^llu 


CLUPEIDAE 


fesv 


prcuvraiions 


Sardinella sindensis ( Day. 1878) 


predorsal scales paired 
and overlapping 


7*I4 litMiUvpanetal 
striae 


Spratelloides delicalulus ( Bennett 1 8.1 1 ) 


CLUPEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Delicate round herring; 
Fr - Hareng rond. 

Local names: 

Size: To 7 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, In shallow wa- 
ters. 



hell) rounded, 
u iihtHJl scutes 


6-7 hranehiosiegal rays 


body cylindrical 


Spratelloides gracilis (Temininek and Sehlegel. 1846) 


CLUPEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Striped round herring: 

Fr - Hareng gracile. 

Local names: 

Size: To 9.5 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, In shallow wa- 
ters. 



belly munded. 
tt ithmit scutes 


6-7 hranchiosiegji rays 


striae 

diH'onlinuuus 
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ENGRAULIDIDAE 

Anchovies 


Encrasicholina devisi (Whitley, 1940) 


FAO names: En - Devis’ anchovy; 

Fr - Anchois clevis. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 8 cm, common to 7 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught vidth seines and stakenets. 
Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 



a small silver)' plale in 
front of isthmus 


underside of head 



aiiat*rin ongin behind base 
t>f last dorsal-fin ray 


silvery stripe with a 
thin blue line abosc 


3 unbranehed dorsal* 
and anul-tln rays 


no ptist-pclvic scutes 


tip uf nu.xilla pointed 


Encrasicholina heteroloba (RiippcII. 1837) 


ENGRAULIDIDAE 


FAO names: En - Shorthead anchovy; 

Fr - Anchois douanier. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 8 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines, 
ringnets, stakenets, and dipnets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 



a smalt silvery plate in 
fn>nt of isthmus 



si lvery stnpc | 


no post-pelvic scutes 


origin behind ha.se 
of last iktrsal-fin ray 


underside of head 




Encrasicholina punctifer Fowler. 1938 


FAO names: En - Buccaneer anchovy: 

Fr - Anchois boucanier. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 9 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines and stakenets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 



a small silvery plate in 
front of isthmus 


underside of head 


ENGRAULIDIDAE 



stripe 


no p»>st-pelvic scutes 


3 unbranehed dtirsal- 
und unul-fm rays 


iH-igin behind base 
St dorsal-fin ray 


luxiila rounded 
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Hons l-ishc' 


Engraulis capensis Gilchrist. IS46 


ENGRAULIDIDAE 


FAO names; En - Southern African anchovy. 


Local names: 

Size: To 13 cm. common to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines and trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters, but down to a depth of about 400 m. 
Feeds on planktonic organisms. 

Remarks: Often misidentified as Engraulis 
japoniais Schlegel, 1846. which does not oc- 
cur in Somalia. 





anai-tln origin well 
behind dorsal-fin 


no scales 


Slolephorus cummersonii Lacopede. 1 803 


ENGRAULIDIDAE 


FAO names: En - Commerson’s anchovy; 
Fr-Arx:hois bombra. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 10 cm, common to 8 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with seines. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal 
ters. 


wa- 


no posi-pcKic sculcs 



anal-fin origin bekm 
dorsal-Hn base 


pels ic-fin tip reaching 
bevond dorsal-fin origin 


ma.xiiia long, reaching 
lo gill opening 


silver^' band 


Slolephorus indiciis (van Hassell. 182.3) 


FAO names: En - Indian anchovy; Fr - Anchois 
indien. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 15.5 cm, common to 12 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with seines, trawls, and 
stakenets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. 


ENGRAULIDIDAE 



pelsic-fin lip not teaching 
lo dorsal-lln origin 


silvery band 


unal-fin origin below 
dorsal-fin base 


maxilla short, not reaching 
to gill opening 


no posi-pcK ic scutes 
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I 



ENGRAULIDIDAE 


double pi^mcni line on 
hack behind dorsal fin 


anal-fin origin below 
dorsal-fin base 


Stolephorus insularis Hardenberg. 1933 


FAO names: En - Hardenberg's anchovy. 
Local names: 

Size: To 6.4 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, trawls, and 
stakenets. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Pelagic, schooling in 
coastal waters. 


muxilla hp poinicil. 
teadiing Ui or lK>ond hind 
httnlcr pre-t«peivulum 


no posl-peUic scute 


caudal fin 
deep yellow 


Thryssa haelama ( Forsskal. 1 775 ) 


FAO names: En - Baelama anchovy; 

Fr - Anchois-moustache sardin. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 10.8 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines and shallow 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, mostly in in- 
shore waters as bays, lagoons, harbours, 
mangrove pools and estuaries. I maxiiia sHihi 



Thryssa setirostris (Broussonet. 1782) 


ENGRAULIDIDAE 



FAO names: En - Longjaw thryssa: 
Fr - Anchois-moustache cornu. 


Local names: Samaduul. 


Size: To at least 15 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with boat seines, gillnets. 
and shallow trawls. 


km: liiucr- 
gill nikers on 
!'• iifch 


Habitat and biology: Pelagic, mostly 
inshore, entering bays and estuaries. I 
mainly on crustaceans. 


WTUlCN pa'scni hetorc and behind the pelvic-fin base 




Thryssa ritirostris (Gilchrist and Thompson. 1908) 


ENGRAULIDIDAE 



FAO names: En - Grangemouth anchovy; 

Fr - Anchois-moustache cristal. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 17.8 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with boat seines, gillnets, 
and shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, inshore, enter- 
ing estuaries and lagoons. 


muxiila 
bcvtmd base t>f 
pccloral-fm ray 


sculcv prcNcnt bclorc and 
behind pelvic-l'm base 


inside of gill 
cavity bright 
orange 
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Bony Fishes 


CHIROCENTRIDAE 

Wolf-herrings 


Chiroceiitnis dorab (Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names : En - Dorab wolf-herring; 

Fr - Chirocentre dorab. 

Local names: Sanbelag. 

Size: To 1.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, gillnets, seines, 
and shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. from the shore to a depth of about 120 m; 
probably feeding on small fish and crusta- 
ceans. 



pccUmii fin shoficr than Jisiancc between 
eye centre arKi hind border of gill cover 


Chirocentrus nudus (.Swainson. IS.19) 


CHIROCENTRIDAE 


FAO names: En - Whitefin wolf-herring; 

Fr - Chirocentre sabre. 

Local names: Sanbelag. 

Size: To 1.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps gillnets. seines, 
and shallow trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters. from the shore to a depth of about 150 m. 
Feeds on small fish and crustaceans. 



pcci«>ral fin limger than distance between 
eye centre and hind border ot'gill cover 


CHANIDAE 

Milkfish 


Chanos citanos (Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Milkfish; Fr - Chanos. 
Local names: llweyn. 

Size: To 1 .8 m. common to 1 .0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with scoop nets, dragnets, 
setnets, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: A coastal pelagic spe- 
cies. entering estuaries, rivers, and lakes. 
Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 



mouth very 
snuill 
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ARIIDAE 


Sea catfishes 

Anus Ihalassiniis (RiippcII. 1837) 


FAO names : En - Giant catfish; Fr - Mdchoiron 
titan. 

Local names; Funi, Bacoore. 

Size; To 1 .85 m, common between 20 and 70 
cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters, down to 
a depth of about 100 m; often found in estuar- 
ies, but rarely in freshwater. Feeds mainly on 
crabs, prawns, and mantid shrimps. 




young 




prcttrbiial 

pmluhcruncc 

V-shapctI 


teeth on nnif of mouth 


PLOTOSIDAE 

Stinging catfishes, coral reef catfishes, eei catfishes, barbei eeis 


Plotosus Umbatus Vaienciennes, i 840 

FAO names: En - Darkfin eel catfish; Fr - Balibot 
aile noire. 

Local names: Koonbile. 

Size: To at least 41 cm, common to 30 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, seines, 
and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: In estuaries and along 
open coasts. Feeds mainly on crustaceans, 
molluscs, and fishes. 


PLOTOSIDAE 




Remarks: The dorsal and pelvic spines are venomous and may be fatal! 


Plotosus linealus (Thunberg. 1787) 


FAO names: En - Striped eel catfish: Fr - Balibot 
raye. 

Local names: Koonbile. 

Size: To about 30 cm, common to 25 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, seines, 
and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: On reefs, along open 
coasts, in estuaries, and tidal pools. Feeds on 
small crustaceans, molluscs, and fishes. 


PLOTOSIDAE 



Remarks: The dorsal and pelvic spines are venomous and may be fatal! 
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CHLOROPHTHALMIDAE 

Greeneyes 


Chlorophihalmus agaasizi (Bonaparte. IK50) 


FAO names: En - Shortnose greeneye; 

Fr - Verdocil nez court. 

Local names: 

Size: To 17 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic. Inhabits shelf 
and offshore waters In depths between 150 
and 980 m. Feeds on Invertebrates. 



no prttjccling 
ilcnlicuijlc plalc 
on kmcr jaw 


Chlomphihalmus hicornis (Norman. 19,19) 


CHLOROPHTHALMIDAE 


FAO names: En - Spinyjaw greeneye; 

Fr - Verdocil barbu. 

Local names: 

Size: To 15 cm. common to 12 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic. Inhabits deeper 
offshore waters, from depths of 270 to 370 m. 


kmer jaw 
tenninating m 
a pntjccling 
(Icnticulaic 
plaic 




undepiide of head 


SYNODONTIDAE 

Lizardfishes 


Harpadon neherem (Hamilton-Buchanan. 1822) 


FAO names: En - Bombay-duck: Fr - Bumalo. 
Local names: 

Size: To at least 40 cm. common between 10 
and 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow grounds in in- 
shore waters and estuaries. 

Remarks: This species was placed in the fam- 
ily Harpadontidae In Fischer and Blanchi. 
1984. 



lateral line etlending 
onitt median lohc of 
caudal fin 
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Saurida gracilis (Quoy & Gaimard. 1824) 

FAO names: En - Gracile lizardfish; Fr - Anoli 
grele. 

Local names: Anishow. 

Size: To about 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: In shallow waters, In 
sandy areas near coral reefs. Feeds mainly on 
fishes. 


155 

SYNODONTIDAE 



Saurida tumhil (B\och, 1795) 

FAO names: En - Greater lizardfish: Fr - Anoli 
tumbil. 

Local names: Anishow. 

Size: To at least 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy bottoms be- 
tween depths of 20 and 60 m. Feeds on fishes, 
crustaceans and squids. 

Remarks; Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


SYNODONTIDAE 



9 pel vic-fm ravN. inr»cr 
barely longer than outer 


pectoral fin not 
cxtcnUing to 
iktrsal-nn origin 


Saurida undosquamis Richardson. 1848 


FAO names: En - Brushtooth lizardfish; 

Fr - Anoli a grandes ecailles;. 

Local names: Anishow. 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy bottoms from 
depths of 20 to at least 200 m. Feeds on fishes 
and invertebrates. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



9 pelvic-fin ray**, inner 
barely longer than outer 


SYNODONTIDAE 


sp«)4s only tin 
2"^ dorsui ray 


pectoral fin long. 

extending to 
dorsal-fin origin 


no spots 




Synodus binotatus Schultz. 1 953 


SYNODONTIDAE 



Size; To at least 16 cm. 


Kpcl vic-fin rays, inner 
much longer than tHiler 


FAO names: En - Twospot lizardfish; Fr - Anoli 
a deux taches. 

Local names: 


flap long 
and hroad 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters, usu- 
ally at depths less than 10 m. 


2 conspicutHis 
black spots 
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«>eries i>f m^uotcJ 
hlolchc> along 
lateral line 


Bonv Fishes 


SYNODONTIDAE 


Synodus dermalogenys Fowler, 1912 


FAO names: En - Banded lizardflsh; 

Fr - Anoli bigarr6. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters to 
depths of 20 m. 

Remarks: Often confused and in Fischer and 
Bianchi, 1984, reported as S. voriei’iitiis. 


nasal flap tong 


and slender 


8 jKlsic-Hn rays, inner 
much longer than outer 


Synodus indicus (Day, 1873) 


SYNODONTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Indian lizardfish; Fr - Anoli 
indien. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm, common to 12 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters be- 
tween depths of 20 and 100 m. 



nasal Hap long, triangular. 

— M ' 

often notched dislally 




SYNODONTIDAE 


8 pcIvic-fin rays, inner 
much longer than outer 


FAO names: En - Triplecross lizardfish; 

Fr - Anoli croix. 

Local names: 

Size: To 18 cm, common to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Apparently prefers 
deeper waters from 35 to 1 50 m. 


Synodus macrops Tanaka. 1917 


Synodus rariegatus (Lacepede. 1803) 


SYNODONTIDAE 



|Kominent streak 
along lateral line 


FAO names: En - Variegated lizardfish; 

Fr - Anolie bigarre. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters to a 
depth of 10 m. 


8 pelsic-fin rays, inner 
much liHiger than outer 


Remarks: This species has been reported as 
S. engkmam Schultz, in Fischer and Bianchi, 
1984. 


nasal flap short 
and triangular 
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MACROURIDAE 

Grenadiers 


Malacocephalus laevis (Lowe. 1843) 


FAO names: En - Softhead grenadier; 

Fr - Grenadier barbu. 

Local names: 

Size: To 52 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthopeiagic on the 
continental slope, from depths of 200 to 
1000 m. 



M:alcv prc5cm on 
hranchimie^al rays 


Ventrifossa petemoni (Alcock. 1891) 

FAO names: En - Peterson’s grenadier. 
Local names: 

Size: To 42 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with trawls. 


MACROURIDAE 


Habitat and biology: Benthopeiagic, from a 
depth of about 300 m to at least 1000 m. 



(ccth small, in 
2-3 rows 



OPHIDIIDAE 
Cusk eels, brotulas 


Rrotula multiharhata (Temminck and Schicgel. 1846) 


FAO names: En - Goastbeard brotula; 
Fr - Brotula barbe-deboue. 


Local names: Koonbile. 

Size: To at least 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, in 
traps, and in bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on continental 
shelf and slope, to a depth of 650 m. 
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Bony Fishes 


LOPHIiDAE 


Anglerfishes 

iMphiodes mutilus (Alcock. 1893) 



FAO names: En - Smooth angler; 

Fr - Bandroie marache. 

Local names: Shafane. 

Size: To 45 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found at depths 
between 300 and 500 m. 


Irontal riilgcs 

MThHIth 


gill (^*ning extending in Imnl 
of pecitfral'fin hasc 



LOPHIIDAE 


FAO names: En - Blackmouth angler; 

Fr - Bandroie bouche noire. 

Local names: Shafane. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found at depths 
between 70 and 250 m. 


Root of mouth 
with reticuluied 
pallcrn 


gill opening below and 
behind pectoni-fin base 


iMphiomus setigerus {Vahl, 1792) 


ATHERINIDAE 

Silversides 


Atherinomorus lacuiiostis (Forster, 1801 ) 


FAO names: En - Hardyhead silverside; 

Fr - Atherine tetu. 

Local names: Nusiye. 

Size: To 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with seines. 
Habitat and biology: An ubiquitous species; 
during the day aggregating in large inactive 
schools close to the shore. At night feeding on 
planktonic eggs of Crustacea and small fish. 



often a dark blotch 
<tn pcciomi I’m 



preinaxillii 
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Hypoatherina barnesi Schultz. 1953 


ATHERINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Barnes' silverside; 

Fr - Athdrine de Barnes. 

Local names: Nusiye. 

Size: To 6.5 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with seines. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in coastal wa- 
Jters, lagoons. 

I 

I 



1 5-19 gillrakers on lower 
limb of I'" areh 


ascending 

ptxKess 

long 


prcmaxilla 


Hypoatherina temminckii (Bleeker. 1 853) 


ATHERINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Samoan silverside: 

Fr - Atherine samoan. 

Local names: Nusiye. 

Size: To 1 1 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with seines. 
Habitat and biology: Appears to be restricted 
to coastal waters. 



20-25 gillrakers t>n lower 
limb of r‘ arch 



BELONIDAE 

Needlefishes 


AMennes Mans (Valencienne.s. 1846) 


FAO names: En - Flat needlefish; Fr - Orphie 

plate. I 12-14 hiotciKs 


Local names: Shoolii. 

Size: To 1 .2 m total length. 

Fisheries: Caught by casting or trolling lures 
near the surface, also with seines and drift- 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: A pelagic species inhab- 
iting surface waters. Carnivorous, feeding on 
small fish. 
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Bony Rshe» 


Platybelone argalus ptatyura (Bennett, 1837) 


BELONIDAE 



24-37 dorNul-fin rays 


FAO names: En - Keeltail needlefish; 

Fr - Orphie carene. 

Local names: Shoolii. 

Size: To at least 38.2 cm standard length, 
common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly by casting and troll- 
ing lures near surface; also with seines and 
trammelnet. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in offshore wa- 
ters. 


Uiienil keel pre>eni 


b(xl\ ruundeci in 
cixtss section 


Stnmgylura /eir/ro (Bleeker, 1850) 


BELONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Banded needlefish: 

Fr - Aiguillette ruban. 

Local names: Shoolii. 

Size: To 73 cm total length. 

Fisheries: Caught with driftnets, shore 
seines, and purse seines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal areas, 
also entering estuaries. Feeds on small fish. 



Tylosums acus melanotus ( Blcekcr. 1 850) 


BELONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Agujon needlefish: 

Fr - Aiguille voyeuse. 

Local names: Shoolii. 

Size: To 90 cm total length. 

Fisheries: Caught by casting or trolling lures 
near surface: also with gillnets and seines. 
Habitat and biology; Pelagic, inhabiting off- 
shore waters, but also found in coastal waters. 
Feeds on small fish. 



lyiosuriis crocodilus crui-odiliis (Peron and Lc Sour. 1821) 


FAO names: En - Hound needlefish: Fr - Aiguille 
crocodile. 

Local names: Shoolii. 

Size: Reported to 1.5 m total length. 

Fisheries: Caught by casting or trolling lures 
near surface: also with purse seines and drift- 
nets. 


BELONIDAE 



Habitat and biology: Pelagic in more coastal 
waters, but also found offshore. Feeds on 
small fish. 
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HEMIRAMPHIDAE 

Halfbeaks 


Euleptorhamphus viridLs (van Hassell, 1823) 

FAO names: En - Ribbon halfbeak. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets and shore 
seines. 

Habitat and biology: Well offshore: capable 
of leaping out of the water and gliding above 
the water. 



Hemiramphus far (Forsskil, 1775) 


FAO names: En - Blackbarred halfbeak; 

Fr - Demi-bec bagmard. 

Local names: Qaraare. 

Size: To about 45 cm. common to 27 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with gillnets and dragnets. 
Habitat and biology: Chiefly in areas of rich 
submerged vegetation: adults feed mainly on 
sea grasses. 



pectoral Hns short, less than 
20'S of siamlard length 


scales absent 
on snout 


(plate 1, 2) 


HEMIRAMPHIDAE 

12-15 soft rays | 


Remarks: A similar species that may occur in 

the Gulf of Aden is Hemiramphus maqi'inimis (ForsskSI, 1775). It can be distinguished from H. far by lacking 
darks bars on sides and for having its lower jaw shorter than head length. 


Hyporhamphus affinis (Giinlhcr. 1866) 


FAO names: En - Tropical halfbeak. 

Local names: 

Size: To 26 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with shore seines and 
purse seines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits clear waters, 
particularly around reefs. 


HEMIRAMPHIDAE 



Hyporhamphus gamherur (Lacepede, 1 803 ) 

FAO names: En - Red Sea halfbeak. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines. 

Habitat and biology: Common around reefs. 



HEMIRAMPHIDAE 


1 5 soft rays | 


pectoral fins short, less 
20^^^ of standard long 


usuuIIn 14-15 soft ra\ 
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Bony Fishes 

HEMIRAMPHIDAE 


Oxyporhamphus microplerus microptenis (Valenciennes, 1846) 



FAO names; En - Shortwing flyingfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 19 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines and drift- 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, oceanic. 


pectoral fins long. 
of standard length 


Rhynchorhamphm arabicus Parin & Shcherbachev, 1 972 


HEMIRAMPHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Arabian flyingfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: No information avail- 
able. 




pectoral fins short, less than 
of standard length 


scales present 
on snout 


nasal papillae 
fimhriate 


nasill papillae 


EXOCOETIDAE 

Flyingfishes 



ps'ctordi fins 
broutiish u itii 
numontus 
se.uiercd spt^is 


Fisheries; No information available. 


dorsal fill \siih 
14-16 rays 


Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of both oceanic and neritic areas: leaping 
out of the water from time to time and gliding 
for long distances above the surface. 


FAO names: En - Glider flyingfish; Fr - Exocet 
planeur. 

Local names: 

Size; To about 30 cm. 


anal-fin origin ^ rays or 
mi>re behind dorsal-fin origin 
and only the I'* pectoral-fin 
ray is unhranched 


Clieilopogon alrisignis (Jenkin.s. 1904) 
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Cheilopogon cyanopterus (Valenciennes. 1846) 


EXOCOETIDAE 




pectoral (In 


FAO names: En - Margined flyingfish; 

Fr - Exocet cadene. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 29 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of both oceanic and neritic areas: leaping 
out of the water from time to time and gliding 
for long distances above the surface. 


pcL'ioral tins blue in life 
svithi>u( a pale transverse 
stripe t>r dark spots 


itrsal fin with 
12-M rays 


anal-fin origin 3 rays or 
imvrc behind dorsal-fm origin 
and only the I** pceiorul-nn 
my is unbmnched 


anal fin with 
9-1 1 rays 


Cheilopogon furcatus (Mitchill. 1 8 1 S ) 


EXOCOETIDAE 



pectoral fins greyish 
w ith a pule margin 


pectoral fin 


FAO names: En - Spotfin flyingfish: 
Fr - Exocet tachete. 


Local names: 


Size: To about 30 cm. 


dorsal fm m>i 
pigmented, with 
lM4rays 


anal fin with 
9-11 rays 


Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of the open ocean: capable of leaping out 
of the water and gliding above the surface. 


central portion crossed by 
a pale transverse stripe 


anal-fin origin 3 rays or 
more behind dorsal-fin origin 
and only the I'* pcclural-fin 
ray is unbranched 



Cheilopogon nigricans (Bennett. 1846) 


EXOCOETIDAE 



dorsal fin with a 
prominent black sptH 
and 13-15 rays 


FAO names: En - African flyingfish: 
Fr - Exocet africain. 


pectoral fins black 
with a pule margin 


Local names: 


Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of the open ocean: capable of leaping out 
of the water and gliding above the suilace. 


central ponitMi 
crossed by a yellow 
<ir greyish yellow 
transverse stripe 


I fin w ith 

I I rays 


Size: To about 24 cm. 


anal-lln origin 3 rays or 
more behind dorsal-fin origin 
and only the 1'^ pccttM’al-fin 
ray is unbranched 
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Bony Fishes 
EXOCOETIDAE 


Cheilopogim suttoni (Whilley and Colefax. 1938) 



pccitiral ilns g.rev or 
brownish with numerous 
scattered dark spots 


FAO names: En - Sutton's flyingfish; 

Fr - Exocet de Sutton. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 28 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of both neritic and oceanic areas: capable 
of leaping out of the water and gliding above 
the surface. 


dttrsal tin with 
I2l4nyx 


anul-tln origin .1 rays or more behind dorsat-tin origin 
and only tlte P' pecloral-nn ray is unhranched 


Cypselurus iiaresii (Giinlhcr. 1889) 


EXOCOETIDAE 



FAO names: En - Pharao flyingfish: 

Fr - Exocet pharaon 
Local names: 

Size: To about 21 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of both neritic and oceanic areas: capable 
of leaping out of the water and gliding above 
the surface. 


pectoral tins uniformly brownish, 
unpignicnlcd heh»vs the ray 


anal-fin ongin rays or m«>re behind dorsal-fin origin 
and only the I”' pcctoral-fin ray is unbranebed 


Cypselurus oligolepis ( BIceker, 1 866) 


EXOCOETIDAE 



FAO names: En - Largescale flyingfish: 

Fr - Exocet ^ grandes ecailles. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 17 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of inshore areas: capable of leaping out of 
the water and gliding above the surface. 


pectoral fins greyish bn»wn. lower 
|)ortion and posicritir lip colourless 


anul-fin origin .1 rays or itMire behind dorsal-fin origin 
and only ilie I" pccuiral-fin ray is unbrunchixl 


drial 
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Cypselurus poeciloptenis (Valenciennes. 1846) 


EXOCOETIDAE 



FAO names: En - Yellow-wing flyingfish; 

Fr - Exocet aile jaune. 

Local names: 

Size: To 21 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in neritic sur- 
face waters, rare in the open ocean; capable 
of leaping out of the water and gliding above 
the surface. 


pectoral fin 


pcciural fins brounish grey 
(yellowish hruwn in life) wiih 
numerous dark spots 


anuMln origin 3 rays ur more behind dorsal-Hn origin 
and only the I" peclorui-rin ray is unhranehed 


Exocoetus monocirrhus Richardson. 1 846 


EXOCOETIDAE 



FAO names: En - Barbel flyingfish; Fr - Exocet 
boue. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic In open sea 
surface waters; capable of leaping out of the 
water and gliding above the surface 


$111 rakers 
on I '•arch 


pclue I'ins ^hon. closer (o pcctoral-Hn 
origin lhan (o anai nn origin 


dorsal- and 
anal-fin bases 
opposite 


Hirundichthys coromandelensis (Horncll. 1923) 


4 »< 


EXOCOETIDAE 



FAO names: En - Coromandel flyingfish; 

Fr - Exocet Coromandel. 

Local names: 

Size: To 19 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in surface wa- 
ters of both neritic and oceanic areas: capable 
of leaping out of the water and gilding above 
the surface. 


pectoral fins dark with u 
broad pale transverse stripe 
and a wide pale margin 


pectoral fin 
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Bony Fishes 


I(i6 


Parexocoetus brachypterus (Richardson. 1846) 


EXOCOETIDAE 


FAO names: En - Sailfin flylngfish; Fr - Exocet 
voilier. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in neritic sur- 
face waters, rare in the open ocean; capable 
of leaping out of the water and gliding above 
the surface. 





Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in neritic sur- 
face waters, absent in the open ocean: capa- 
ble of leaping out of the water and gliding 
above the surface. 


donal lin I 
hi^sh I 


FAO names: En - African sailfin flyingfish; 

Fr - Exocet voilier africain. — 

uppl'l jju 

Local names: pn>iruMhtc 

Size: To about 10 cm. 


Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



dorsal fin aimosi reaching to 
origin of upper caudal-lln 
lobe u hen depressed 


pecuiral fins noi a^aching beyond 
posierior pari of anal-fin base 


Prognichthys hrevipimm (Valenciennes. 1846) 


FAO names: En - Shortfin flyingfish; 

Fr - Exocet aile courte. 

Local names: 

Size: To 19 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in various types 
of gear. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in neritic sur- 
face waters, rare in the open ocean: capable 
of leaping out of the water and gliding above 
the surface. 



EXOCOETIDAE 


1“ pcctoral-ftn 
rays uiihranched 


pccioral tins grey 
abtne. loucr ]Xin .iml 
tip iransparent 
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BERYCIDAE 

Alfonsinos 


Beryx decadaclylus Cuvier. 1 829 


FAO names: En - Alfonsino; Fr - Beryx com- 
mun. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 60 cm, common to 35 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with longlines and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Bathypelagic, usually 
over the continental slope in depths of about 
200 to 600 m. Feeds on crustaceans, small 
fish and cephalopods. 



16-20 dorsal- 
fin rays 


body depth 1. 9-2.3 
limes in standard length 


Beryx splendens Lowe. 1 834 


BERYCIDAE 


FAO names: En - Slender alfonsino; 

Fr - Beryx long. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 70 cm. common to about 40 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with longlines and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Bathypelagic, over the 
continental slope, in depths from about 200 to 
600 m. 



I.VI,<id«r.al- 
fin rays 


body depth 2.5-2.S times 
in siundurd length 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 



Squirrelfishes, soldlerfishes 



dorsal scales with dark 
blue margin 


Size: To 35 cm, common to 25 cm. 


FAO names: En - Shadowfin soldlerflsh; 
Fr - Marignan ombrd. 

Local names: 


27-2K scales in 
lateral line 


I dark margin 


Myripristis aduslus Bleekcr, 1853 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, gill- 
nets, and by spearing; caught at night. 
Habitat and biology: Prefers shallow waters 
around coral reefs; hides in caves during the 
day. 


1-2 UuHh patches 
on lo^^crJa^v 
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Pishes 



2K-31 scales in 
laicriil line 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


FAO names; En - Blotcheye soldierfish; 
Fr - Marignan k oeilleres. 

Local names: 


dorsal scales w«h 
dark red margin 


Size: To 29 cm. common to 22 cm. 


Myripristh herndti Jordan & Evermann, 1903 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and gill- 
nets; caught at night. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow waters around 
coral reefs; a cave resident by day. 


a single pair of 
UKrth patches at 
front of lower jaw 
outside nHiulh 


Myripristh kuntee (Cuvier. 1831) 


FAO names: En - Shoulderbar soldierfish; 
Fr - Marignan ardoise. 

Local names; 


Size; To 20 cm, common to 16 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and gill- 
nets; caught at night. 


Habitat and biology; Shallow waters around^ 
coral reefs. 


a single pair of 
tixrfh patches at 
front of lower jaw 
outside tmiulh 


1 1 spines \ HOLOCENTRIDAE 





4 groups of teeth at 
front of lower jaw 
outside moiilli 


low er jaw 


frontal view of mouth 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


sv’ales silvcr> while, 
edges rimnted with red 


Size; To 28 cm, common to 24 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with hook-and-line and 
trawls. 


Upper jaw 


FAO names; En - Blacktip soldierfish; 
Fr - Marignan pokle. 

Local names: 


Habitat and biology; In moderate to deep 
water, generally more than 30 m; by day in the 
shelter of reefs, over open bottoms at night. 


Myripristh melanostictus (Bleeker, 1863) 


ci'mcr of prct'percle 
wiilu'ul sharp spine 
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Myripristis murdjan {FoTsakSt\. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Pinecone soldierfish; 
Fr - Marignan pomme de pin. 

Local names: 


Size: To 23 cm, common to 18 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and gill- 
nets; caught at night. 


Habitat and biology: A coral reef species 
hiding in caves and crevices by day. 


a single pair of 
loolh patches at 
fmnt of kmer jaw 
oulsitk; mouth 



27-32 scales in 
lateral tine 


margin of JtMAal [ HOLOCENTRIDAE 

scales hrown 


I 



FAO names: En - Violet soldierfish; 

Fr - Marignan violace. 

Local names: 

Size: To 23 cm, common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and gill- 
nets; caught at night. 

Habitat and biology: A coral reef species of 
shallow waters. 


a single pair of 
tooth patches at 
front of low er jaw 
outside mouth 


margin of dorsal scales dari blue 
or dark brow n to nearly black 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


27-2^ scales in 
lateral line 


Myripristis violacea Bleeker, 1851 


Seoniphon opercularis (Valenciennes. 1831 ) 


FAO names: En - Blackfin squirrelfish; 

Fr - Marignan aile noire. 

Local names: 

Size: To 32 cm, common to 23 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: A reef species found in 
shallow to moderate depths. 



corrwT i>f pfcoper 
with a sharp spii 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 
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Bony Fishes 



Ci*mcrof pnropercic 
uiih u shaip spioc 


Size: To 28 cm, common to 23 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Associated with coral 
reefs; most often in shallow waters of bays and 
lagoons. Feeds at night on crabs and small 
fish. 


FAO names: En - Sammara squirrelfish; 
Fr - Marignan tachete. 

Local names: 


reddish bluck spoi 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


Ijst dorsal'fin spine 
than penuliimaie 


Neoniphon sammara ( Forsskal. 1775) 



nu spine on 
preoperde 


Ostichthys archiepiscupus (Valenciennes, 1862) 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


FAO names: En - Straighthead soldierfish; 

Fr - Marignan cuirasse. 

Local names: 

Size: To 28 cm, common to 24 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls and hook-and- 
line. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs at depths of 
about 200 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



FAO names: En - Silverspot squirrelfish: 

Fr - Marignan rouge et argent. 

Local names: 

Size: To 24 cm, common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Associated with reefs. 


comer oj' prcopcrck' 
with it sharp spine 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


siKcrv sjddic-hke 
blotch on caudal 
peduncle 


last dorsaldtn 
spine shtHicsi 


Sargocentran caudimaculalum iRiippell. 18.18) 
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Sargocentron diadema 1803) 


FAO names; En - Crown squirrelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 16 cm 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: A coral reef species, 
usually found in depths of 2 to 30 m; tends to 
occur in aggregations. 



KhIv n.*d<iiNh wiih 
light hands 


I comer of prcttpcrcic 
I uiih a sharp spine 


spinous ilorsjl-fin membranes 
alinosi entirei) hhiek with 
ktbliquc while hands 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


46-48 scales in 
lateral line 



red. lips white, and a 
series of white tkHs in 
the middle 


inner base of pes'toral j 
Tin with black spot 


c<*mcr of prcopcrcle 
with a sharp spine 


FAO names: En - Samurai squirrelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 17 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: Associated with coral 
reefs. 

Remarks; Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


last dorsal-fin 
spine shortest 


43-47 scales in 
lateral line 


Sargocentron itlodai (Jordan & Fowler. 1903) 





ver) large scales 
on posicrittr part 
of opcrclc 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


4(MS scales in 
lateral line 


corner of prL*opcrcle 
with a sharp spine 


FAO names: En - Bigseale squirrelfish. 
Local names: 


Size: To 9 cm. 


Fisheries: No information available. 


Habitat and biology: The few specimens re- 
corded so far were collected in shallow waters 
from depths of 4 to 10 m. 


Sargocentron macrosquamis Goluni, 1984 
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Bony Fishes 



ci»mcr prvopcicle 
wiih a vharp spine 


FAO names: En - Blackblotch squirrelfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To at least 1 9 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coastal waters 
to a depth of about 90 m. 


last iktrviMln 
spine shortest 


rcd'oran^c ami 
silver) stripes 


sv'alcs j 
in lateral line 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


black blotches 


bltiichcsj 


SargocentTtm melanuspilos (BIceker, 1858) 


Sargocentron praslin (Lacepede. 1802) 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 



NhI) u ith aliemaiing 
stripes 111 red arkt 
silver) white 


last ditrsaMin 


dark spots 


FAO names: En - Dark-striped squirrelfish; 
Fr - Marignan rouget. 

Local names: 


scales in 
lateral line 


Size: To 25 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: A shallow-water spe- 
cies, often found around coral reefs. 


I conicrol preopcrcle 
with a sharp spine 



40-44 scales in 
lateral Ihk* 


Size: To 16 cm. 


comer of pre<»pcrclc 
with a sharp spine 


bod) pinkish silvery with 
lighter Stripes being wider 
than grimmi colour 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs on rocky shores 
and coral reefs exposed to wave action: often 
found in very shallow water. 


FAO names: En - Peppered squirrelfish. 
Local names: 


spinous dorsal fin whitish with 
a retliiish marcinal l>and 


Sargocentron punctatissimum (Cuvier. 1829) 


Copytighled matorial ‘ 




spiiuHJs ilorsul iln red, tips vshiic, 
4 median hand of while spots 


comer of preopercle 
w iih a sharp spine 


|73 

HOLOCENTRIDAE 


U-37 scales in 
lateral line 


FAO names: En - Redcoat; Fr - Marignan 
rouget. 

Local name: 

Size: To 32 cm. common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Ashallow-water species 
found in protected habitats such as bays and 
lagoons. 


Guid e lo Specie s 


Sa/gocfn/ron ruAnrm (Forsskal, 1775) 



Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, traps, 
and by spearing. 

Habitat and biology: Associated with coral 
reefs; hides by day and emerges for foraging 
with the onset of darkness. Feeds on cri 
ceans. 

lower jaw 
projecting 


comer <*f prcopcrcIc 
w iih a sharp spine 


HOLOCENTRIDAE 


FAO names; En - Sabre squirrelfish; 
Fr - Marignan sabre. 

Local names: 


Size: To 45 cm. common lo 35 cm. 


bright a*d 


Sargocentron spiniferum (Forsskdl. 1775) 




ZEIDAE 

Dories 


Cyttopsis mseus (Lowe. 1 843) 

FAO names: En - Rosy dory; Fr - Saint Pierre 
ros6. 

Local names: 

Size: To 22 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Found beyond a depth 
of 200 m. 



I *2 spirK’ 




opyrighled material 


low honv ridge 
along I'm bases 
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Bony Fishes 


Zenopsis conchifer (Lovic. 1852) 


ZEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Silvery John dory; 

Fr - Saint Pierre argente. 

Local names: 

Size: To 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Found near the bottom 
beyond a depth of 90 m. 



keeled biHi) 
scuics 


spines 


CAPROIDAE 

Boarfishes 


Antigonia rubescens (Giinthcr. I860) 

FAO names: En - Indo-Pacific boarfish; 

Fr - Sanglier indo-pacifique. 

Local names: 

Size: To 22 cm. 

Fisheries: Taken as bycatch In bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Living near the bottom, 
in depths of 65 to 600 m. 
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AULOSTOMIDAE 

Trumpetfishes 


Auloslomus chinensis (Linnaeus. 1758) 


FAO names: En - Chinese trumpetfish; 

Fr - Trompette chinoise. 

Local names; 

Size: To 75 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch with various 
types of artisanal gear. 



Habitat and biology: Occurs in shallow clear 
water; most frequently observed hanging ver- 
tically in the water with the head down. Feeds 
on small fish and shrimps. 


FISTULARIIDAE 
Cornetfishes, flutemouths 


Fistularia commersonii (Ruppell. 1835) 


FAO names; En - Bluespotted cornetfish; 
Fr - Cornette a taches bleues. 

Local names: Bustooni. 

Size; To about 1.6 m, common to 1.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, gillnets, 
and lines. 

Habitat and biology: Most common in sea- 
grass beds and coral reefs in shallow water. 
Feeds on small fishes and shrimps. 





FLiluIaria petimha {Lacepede. 1803) 


FISTULARIIDAE 


FAO names: En - Red cornetfish: Fr - Cornette 
rouge. 

Local names: Bustooni. 

Size: To 2.0 m, common to 1 .0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, gillnets, 
and lines. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal areas over 
soft bottoms, usually at depths greater than 
10 m. 



bony plaies 


red lo onini!c*bn>wn above, silvery below 


sector of back in front of dorsal fin 
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Bony Fishes 


SCORPAENIDAE 

Scorpionfishes, rockfishes, stonefishes, etc. 


Apistus carinatus (Bloch and Schneider. 1801 ) 



FAO names: En - Ocellated waspfish; 

Fr - Rascasse ocellee. i ; — - 

™hJv scaled 

Local names: ' ' 

Size: To 15 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with bottom trawl, 
occasionally with shore seine. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on soft bottoms 
to a depth of 60 m. 

Remarks: Fin spines venomous. 


black spot 


pectoral tin black, 
uppcrmosl ray while 


I free peci<»ral-fin ray 


Minous inennis Alcock. 1889 


SCORPAENIDAE 



I fra; pct’loral-fin ray 


tong. rc;u;hing well over 
middle of anal. I'm ha.\e 


FAO names: En - Alcock's scorpionfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To at least 10 cm standard length. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawl. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, from depths of 
35 to 420 m. 


Pterois miles ( Bennett. 1 828) 

FAO names: En - Indian turkeyfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught incidentally with bottom 
trawl. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, to about 60 m. 
Remarks: Fin spines highly venomous, sting 
can cause death in humans. 


SCORPAENIDAE 



UNUully 14 soli 
rjys 


1 3 dorsal-fin 
sptnev 


dark spots 
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Pterois radiata C\x\'\ex. 1829) 


SCORPAENIDAE 


FAO names: En - Clearfin turkeyfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
water to a depth of about 30 m. 



12 


usiully )6Ni)lt 
nyv 



usuoll) 1 3 soft 


FAO names: En - Plaintail turkeyfish: 

Fr - Laffe gouvernail. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawl, occa- 
sionally with shore seine. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on soft bottoms 
to a depth of 60 m. 


Pterois russelli Bennett. 1 8.1 1 




SCORPAENIDAE 


had not highly 
afchcJ 


usually IK soft rays 


FAO names: En - Bearded scorpionfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 22 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, to a depth of at 
least 30 m. 


Scorpaemipsis harhata iRiippell. 18.18) 
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Bony Fishes 


Scorpaenopsis gibbosa (Bloch and Schneider, 1801 ) 


SCORPAENIDAE 



FAO names: En - Humpback scorpionfish; 

Fr - Rascasse bossue. 

Local names; 

Size: To 21 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught occasionally with bottom 
trawl, also with spear. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in inshore wa- 
ters, among rocks and corals. 


inner surface of pecutral fin yellow 
w ith a large dark blotch and a bnskl 
suhicnninal band, base blue 


humped back 


usually 17 soft rays 


Synanceia verrucosa Bloch and Schneider. 1801 


SCORPAENIDAE 



FAO names: En - Stonefish; Fr - Poisson 
pierre common. 

Local names: 


Size: To 40 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with spear. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow wa- 
ters, around coral reefs and rocks and in tide 
pools. Very well camouflaged. 

Remarks: Fin spines highly venomous, sting 
can cause dead in humans. 


18 ( I9> st>fi rays 


extremely camouflaged, 
overgrown with algae 


TRIGLIDAE 
Gurnards, searobins 


l^epidolrigla benluriai Richards & Saksena. 1977 


FAO names: En - Twohorn gurnard; Fr - Gron- 
din cornu. 

Local names; 

Size: Known to reach 12 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught probably by trawls. 

Habitat and biology: The few specimens col- 
lected so far were collected between depths of 
25 to 49 m. 




rostral process in dorsal view 
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Ijepidotriglabispinosa (Steindachner. 189S) 


TRIGLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Bullhorn gurnard; Fr - Gron- 
din taureau. 

Local names: 

Size: To 16 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: At depths between 9 
and 115 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 





TRIGLIDAE 


12- 16 Ntjlc nm> 
hclo\fc lulcnil line 


Ijepidotrigla faueri Gilchrist & Thompson. 1914 


FAO names: En - Scalybreast gurnard: 

Fr - Grondin armure. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: At depths between 50 to 
175 m. 


ntslral pmress in dorsiil vieH 



l^pidirtrigla mullispinosa Smith. 19.14 


TRIGLIDAE 



FAO names: En - Spiny gurnard: Fr - Grondin 
bpineux. 

Local names: 

Size: To 15 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In depths from 230 to 
335 m. 


pn»mincnl 


spines 


n»Ktral priK'evi in dorsal \ k‘M 
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Bony Fishes 


l^epidiHrigla omanensis Regan. 1905 


TRIGLIDAE 


FAO nantes: En - Oman gurnard; Fr - Grondin 
d'Oman. 

Local names: 

Size; To 12.5 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: At depths between 56 to 
220 m. 




iO-14 

bdem Ulend line 


Lepidotrigla spiloplera Gunther. 1 880 


TRIGLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Spottedwing gurnard; 
Fr - Grondin aile tachetbe. 

Local names; 

Size: To 10cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 


Habitat and biology: At depths between 76 
and 256 m. 




HMlral pn>cev» in dorsal >ie>* 


DACTYLOPTERIDAE 
Flying gurnards 


Ikictyloplena orienlalis (Cuv ier. 1829) 




FAO names: En - Oriental flying gurnard; 
Fr - Grondin volant 6toil6. 


Local names: 


Size: To 40 cm, common to 20 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with seines. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on sandy bot- 
toms in coastal waters. Feeds on benthic 
crustaceans, clams, and small fish. 


prctorul fin 


I gtddcn spoiv 


2 spincH scparaicd from rc\l 
of spinous tinrsal fin 
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PLATYCEPHALIDAE 
Spiny flatheads 



FAO names: En - Crocodile flathead; 

Fr - Platycephale crocodile. 

Local names: Tixsi gaad. 

Size: To 50 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found on sand 
or mud bottoms from near the shore to a depth 
of about 100 m. 


bi>n> riJt;e cn»ssin^ check 
heUm c\€ 'kilh ^ spine> 


MiutI djrk ^pol^ 
on Ittp of head 
and hack 


Cociella crocodila (Tilcsius. 1812) 


pored laicraMine scales tm rear 
half of hod) ne\cr with spines 


(jmmmopUtes suppositus (Troschcl. 1840) 


PLATYCEPHALIDAE 



Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found on sand 
or mud bottoms at depths of 45 to 94 m 


usually 3 spines on picopcrcic. 
the upper lon^. rcjchinjt heyond 
nur^'in of opcauijr matihninc 


Size: To about 25 cm, common to 20 cm. 


FAO names: En - Spotfin flathead; 
Fr - Platycephale epee. 

Local names: 


all or most pored 
laicraldinc wales 
with a hackward 
directed spine 


hons ridges crossing cheek 
below eye with 2*4 spines 



a priHTtineni papilla on 
upper surface of eye 


PLATYCEPHALIDAE 


snout long, eye diameter 2.5-' 
limes in disianec from up of lower 
juw to posterior margin of eye 


FAO names: En - Tenlacled flathead: 

Fr - Platycbphale tentaculd. 

Local names: Tixsi gaad. 

Size: To about 70 cm. common to 50 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
spears. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found on sand 
bottoms near coral reefs at depths from 1 to 
15 m. 


hiins ndges emssing 
cheek helow c 
witli 1 spine 


PapUlitctiliceps hngiceps (Cuvier. 1829) 



Platycephalus indicus (Linnaeus. 1758) 


PLATYCEPHALIDAE 



FAO names: En - Bartall flathead; 

Fr - Platycephale indien. 

Local names: Tixsi gaad. 

Size: To about 1.0 m, common to 60 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found on sand 
bottoms in shallow areas, also estuaries: to 
depths of about 25 m. 


bony ndges on head and 
cheek smooth; only a 
small prct^ular spme 


2 spines on prcopercic. upper 
a Inilc sh«>ncr than the limer 


Copyrighted mater: 






IS2 


lli'in l ishcs 


Kogadius prisliger ( Cu v icr. I S29 ) 

FAO names: En - Thorny flathead: 

Fr - Platycephale epineux. 

Local names: Tixsi gaad. 

Size: To about 17 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found on sand 
or mud bottoms at depths from 15 to 95 m. 
Remarks: In Fischer and Bianchi. 1984, listed 
as Rogatliiis a.\per {Cuvkr. 1829). 


PLATYCEPHALIDAE 



4 Nfvtncs on prcitpcrvlc. pluN 
a furwiard-poiniinf 
«pinc on Umcr face 


hon> ^Jgc^ on head 
finely serrated; iHily a 
single pnriKular spines 



? spines on preofica’lc. 
not pointing fonsard 


PLATYCEPHALIDAE 


Sonoguna nigripinna (Regun. 1905) 


FAO names: En • Blackfin flathead. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 1 1 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, to depths of 
70 m. 


hony ridges on heost and cheek 
sTTMioih to serrate: prcocular 

spuK's; ridge crossing check 
Nrlow eye ssiih small spines 


Sorsogima prionola ( Saus age, 1 87.1 ) 


PLATYCEPHALIDAE 



FAO names: En - Blackblotch flathead. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 22 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, to depths of 
65 m. 


bsmy ridges on head 
finelv serrate; 

3-4* 


s spines on prcopcrck. 
not pointing forssard 


bcnealh opca le a dark 
Notch imertas'cd lAilh 
light lines 



PLATYCEPHALIDAE 


Copyrighted material 


iris lappet of eye with fingcr-hkc 
or hranJicd Uihcs, small papillae 
on up|xr surface ol eye lacking 


Thysanophrys chilloiiae Schult/. 1966 


FAO names: En - Longsnout flathead: 

Fr - Platycephale din d'oeil. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 23 cm, common to 18 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
spears. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found over 
sand in coral reel areas. 


h(tn\ ndge crossing cheek helou 
eye u nh 4 or more spines 


pored lateral-line scaks 
t»n rear half of txxly 
nescT vkith spines 









ACROPOMATIDAE 
Glowbellies, splitfins 


Acropoma japonicum Gunther. 18,^9 



FAO names: En - Glowbelly; Fr - Maconde 
luminaux. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Over trawlable bottoms 
in depths of 100 to 300 m. 


anus closer to pelvic 
fins than lo anal fin 


Synagrops adeni Kotthaus. 1 970 


ACROPOMATIDAE 



FAO names: En - Aden splltfin: Fr - Maconde 
aden. 

Local names: 

Size: To 11 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Over trawlable bottoms 
in depths of 280 to 600 m. 


Synagrops japonicus (DiHlerlein. 1884) 


ACROPOMATIDAE 



FAO names: En - Japanese splitfin: Fr - Ma- 
conde bonche noire. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs over trawlable 
bottoms in depths of 180 to 600 m. 


anus chtscr tn anal fin 
than lo pcIsK fins 


12 (fill rakers on 
limcr limb *>f 
I** gill .irch 


pelvic*fin 
spine serrate 
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Buns I'isiic'i 


SERRANIDAE 

Groupers, seabasses, rockcods, hinds, combers, coral trouts, lyretails, soapfishes 



FAO names: En - Redmouth grouper; 
Fr - Vieille roga. 

Local names: Caalo (if black). 

Size: To 60 cm. 


(plate 1, 31 


opines aiul 
!?• 18 M)(‘l rays 


Aelhaloperca rogaa (Forsskal. 1775) 


biHly colour dark brou n 
to black. occa.sional1y 
with an orange cast 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, spear, 
and probably in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs from depths of 3 to at least 60 m. Feeds 
on small fishes and crustaceans 


inside of mouth and gill 
cavity a’ddish orange 


AnyperiHton leucogrammicus (Valenciennes. 1828) 


(plate I, 4) 


SERRANIDAE 



background golden, vsith 
duik edged bluish sinpcs 


juwnile 


FAO names: En - Slender grouper; Fr - Merou 
elegant. 

Local names: Yaaquuri. 

Size: To at least 52 cm. 


orangc*red spots 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. spear, 
and probably in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on protected 
coral reefs in depths of 5 to 80 m. Feeds on 
small fishes and crustaceans. 


body elongate and 
compressed, body width 
3-4 limes in head length 


Kxly greenish 



FAO names: En - Arrowhead soapfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 1 4.5 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: On reefs, hiding in 
caves: becomes active at dusk. 


2 separated 
dorsal fins 


SERRANIDAE 


yellow spot 


Belonoperca chabanaudi Fowler & Bean. 1 9.30 
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Cephalopholis argus (Schneider. 1801 ) 


FAO names: En - Peacock hind; Fr - Vieille la 
prude. 

Local names: Maka. 

Size: To 55 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, spear, 
and in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral reefs 
from tide pools to a depth of at least 40 m. 
Feeds primarily on fishes. 



(plate 1,5) 


SERRANIDAE 


hackgnHind colour dark 
hmwn. covered wiih small 
hlack-edged blue ocelli 


often 


pale kirs 


Cephalopholis hemistiktos (RUppell. 1830) 


FAO names: En - Yellowfln hind; Fr - Vielle 
d’Arabie. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
spear. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral reefs 
from depths of 4 to at least 55 m. Feeds on 
fishes and crustaceans. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 





(plate I, 6) 


ttcelli n>ore 
numerous vcniralK 


SERRANIDAE 


background colour 
brownish lo reddish, with 
dark -edged blue ocelli 


Cephalopholis miniata (ForsskSl. 1775) 


(plate 1, 7) 


SERRANIDAE 


IFAO names: En - Coral hind; Fr - Vieille de 
corail. 

Local names: Guduudow-Filfil. 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, spear, 
and in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs from depths of 2 to 150 m. Feeds mainly 
on small fishes. 



9 spines and 14-16 soft rays 


no spins tin 
underside of 
Umcr juw 


orange-yellow disially 


background colour orangc-red 
to reddish bn>wn. covered with 
small pale bluc-grcy spots 
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IS6 


Bony Hishes 


Cephalopholix sexmaculata ( Riippcll. 1 828) 


(plate 1. 8) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - SIxblotch hind; Fr - Vieille 
six taches. 

Local names: Guduudow. 

Size: To at least 48 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, traps, 
and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs from depths of 1 0 to 1 50 m. Feeds mainly 
on fishes: nocturnal in shallow water, diurnal 
in deeper water. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



6 iLirk blitichcs 
iMtmcdnicv >cr> lainii 


UNuali) blue lino 
raJiiilmg Intm eye 


‘inpinoand 14-lb \ofi ra>> 


background colour orange-red 
Uilh Nmall blue spots 


Cephalopholis sonnerati (Valenciennes. 1825) 


(plate II, 9) 


SERRANIDAE 



Remark: 

firmed. 


Presence in Somalia to be con- 


on head, nhuilla 
anil lips 


FAO names: En - Tomato hind: Fr - Vieille 
ananas. 

Local names: Caalo. 

Size: To 57 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and in 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs from depths of 30 to 100 m. Feeds on 
fishes and crustaceans. 


pritltk* straight to 
concave in adults 


hackgnHjnd colour orange-red 
to radish bnmn. ollen with 
smalt whitish t>r purple spots 


juveniles dark reddish 
brown to nearly block 



FAO names: En - Smooth grouper; Fr - Mbrou 
lisse. 

Local names: Caalo. 

Size: To 85 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs to depths of 15 m. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


bockground coktur yelktw ish to 
reddish brown with dork spots 


SERRANIDAE 


1 1 spines nnd 
IK-IVsoH rays 


Dennatolepis striolata (Playfair, 1867) 


body depth distirwtly 
greater than head length 
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SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Yellowfin soapfish. 
Local names; 

Size; To 14 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 


I tilacki^ 


Diplopriim drachi Esleve. I'f.'i.S 


Kackfsniund ci>k>ur 
Nuish grc> 


Hpinephelus areolatus (Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Areolate grouper; Fr - Merou 
arbolb. 

Local names: Sumeyn. 

Size: To about 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, traps, 
and in trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, usually in 
seagrass beds near rocky reefs, dead coral, 
or alcyonarians: from depths of 6 to 200 m. 


I plate IL III) 


SERRANIDAE 



hackgnmrkt I'tilour pjic. 
co'crcd uiih cltKC-sct bn>wn 
Of |srecnj*»h >cliuw >pois 


injncalc Hiih n 
uhftc 




FAO names: En - Whitespotted grouper; 

Fr - MOrou taches blanches. 

Local names: Yaquuri. 

Size: To 59 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


(plate II. II ) 

upper edge ol 
operculum 
Mimo'ti siniighi 


SERRANIDAE 


Kpinephelm caendeopunctaUts ( BItK'h. 1 790) 


hackgnHjnd colmir hroMnish gre>. 

co\ercd >Aith small pale spots 
overlain wtih targe pale hkttches 


large adults bntwnish. covered 
uiih indistinct small pale spots 
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Epinephelus chabaudi (Casticnuu. 1861 ) 


Fao names: En - Moustache grouper; 

Fr - M6rou moustache. 

Local names: 

Size: To 137 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: Demersal, on rocky bot- 
toms, in deeper, cooler water. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



brt»ad djfi har\ bciwccn 
doTNul On arkJ bioral line 


SERRANIDAE 


head and ht>d\ gre>ivh 
hrov^n. shading inio pale 
grevish vcnirally 


Epinephelus cMorostigma (Valenciennes. 1 828) 


(plate II. 12) 


SERRANIDAE 



Fisheries: No information available. 


Habitat and bioiogy: Demersal, on coral 
reefs and mud bottoms, at depths between 4 
to 280 m. Feeds on fishes and crustaceans. 


FAO names: En - Brownspotted grouper; 
Fr - Merou pintade. 

Local names: Sumeyn. 

Size: To 75 cm. 


Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


no while margin 


slightly cttnvasc. 
wiih a while margin 


background ctiUnir forming a pale network; head, 
body and Fins with closc>sci ilark hrown spots 


Epinephelus coioides (Hamilton. 1822) 


(plate II, 1.1) 


SERRANIDAI 


FAO names: En - Orangespotted grouper; 

Fr - Merou taches oranges. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 95 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, traps, 
trawls, and liftnets. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Demersal, along conti- 
nental and island shores, also in estuaries; 
offshore to depths of 100 m. 



IK-20 

pL'cioral'fin 

rays 


background colour tan dorsalty, 
shading to whitish vcnirally. w ith 
small brownish orange spots 
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SERRANIDAE 


Epinephelus rpistictus (Temminck arui Schlegel, I K42) (plate II. 14) 


FAO names; En - Dotted grouper: Fr - Merou 
pale. 

Local names: Sumeyn. 

Size: To at least 80 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on rocky and 
trawlable bottoms, from depths of 71 to 290 m. 
Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


I tbri spttiN 


lUirk hand 


hackgrounj colour pule 
t>ntwnish lo greyish 


Epinephelus fasciatus (ForsskSI, 1 775) 


(plate III, 15) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Blacktip grouper; Fr - Merou 
oriflamme. 

Local names; Wayeer. 

Size: To about 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, spear, 
traps, and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs and rocky bottoms from the shore to a 
depth of 160 m. Feeds on a variety of crusta- 
ceans and on fishes. 



' a black tnanglc on 
I spinous incmhruncs 


1 1 spi nes jml 15-^7 soli rays | 


hackgrountl colour varying 
from pale greenish grey to 
pale atidish yellow 



Epinephelus Jlavocaeruleus (Lacepode. 1 802) 


(plate III. 16) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Blue-and-yellow grouper; 
Fr - Merou faraud. 

Local names: Caalo. 

Size; To at least 80 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
spear. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, juveniles oc- 
cur on shallow coral reefs, adults on deeper 
reefs to depths of 150 m. Feeds on fishes, 
crustaceans and cephalopods. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



1 1 spines and 16-1 7 solt rays 


iruncule with a 
black margin in 
some fish 


black in 
some fish 


head ar>d body dark bluish violet lo 
greyish blue: fins and Jaws bright 
yellow (diminishing with growth) 


large adults dark greyish, dark blue. 
viokM. chestnut brown or alntost black 
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Bony Fishes 


Epinephehts fuscoguttatus (Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Brownmarbled grouper; 
Fr - Merou marion. 

Local names: Caalo. 

Size: To at least 95 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, traps, 
and spear. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on shallow 
coral reefs and rocky bottoms to depths of 
60 m; juveniles in seagrass areas. Feeds on 
fishes, crustaceans, and cephalopoda. 



28-31 gill rdkcrv in 
loial on I'* gill arch 


18-20 pccioral-lln 
ravN 


background colour pale 
yellowish hnmn. wiih closc-sci 
small brown spots 


(plate III, 17) 


SERRANIDAE 


tnd I4-1> rav 


rhknuition 


pine 


in dorsal 


saddle-shaped 


profile 


blotch 


Epinephelus gahriellae Randall & Heemstra. 1991 


(plait- III. 18) 


SERRANIDAE 



Size: To at least 37 cm. 


FAO names: En - Multispotted grouper; 
Fr - Meroti passoire. 

Local names: 


Fisheries: Caught with trawls and hook-and- 
line. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over rocky 
bottoms in depths of 40 to 88 m. 


white edge, 
subniarginal 
/one blos k 


1 1 spines and 14-15 soft ray s 


background coUiur pule bnnvnish 
grey, covered with close-set dark 
itrange-hrow n spots 


entarginate to 
coiwusc 



4 pale hUncites 
dor sally 


Local names: 


Size: To at least 80 cm. 


Fisheries: No information available. 


FAO names: En - Somali grouper; Fr - Merou 
Somali. 


SERRANIDAE 


Habitat and biology: So far only known from 
the holotype, which was trawled at a depth of 
70 to 80 m. 


1 1 spines and 14 soft rays 


Epiitephelus indisliitclus Randall & Ht-enistra. 1991 


no iniomiulittn on colour patient 
ol' Ircsb specimen available 
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Epinephelm lanceolatus (Bloch. 1790) 


(plate 111. 19) 


SERRANIOAE 



juvenile 


FAO names; En - Giant grouper; Fr - Merou 
lanceole. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 2.3 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
spear. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, often found 
in shallow water but also at depths of 100 m. 
Feeds on crustaceans and fish. 


1 1 spines and !4>I6 soft rays 


small juveniles yellow, 
with irregular hnukl 
black burs on body 


adults dark brow n 
w ith fuini mottling 


fins with numerous 
small black spots 


Epinephelus malaharicus ( Bloch and .Schneider. 1 KO I ) 


(plate IV, 20) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Malabar grouper; Fr - Mdrou 
malabar. 

Local names: Yaquuri. 

Size: To 1.15 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, longlines, 
traps, spear, and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral and 
rocky reefs, tidepools, estuaries, mangrove 
swamps and sand or mud bottoms; from the 
shore to depths of 150 m. Feeds mainly on 
fishes and crustaceans. 




head, body and fins brow nish, 
covered w ith small blackish 
brown and while spots 


I8-2U 

pecloral'fin 

rays 


ot'ien S irregular 
dark brown bars 
visible on IxkIv 


Epinephelus morrhua (Valenciennes. 18.1.1) 


FAO names; En - Comet grouper; Fr - Mbrou 
comete. 

Local names; Sumeyn. 

Size: Perhaps to 90 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, longli- 
nes. and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, usually found 
in depths of 80 to 370 m. 

Remark; Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


(plate IV, 21) 


SERRANIDAE 



background colour 
light botwnish with 
dark brown bands 


dark baiHls 
tin head 


1 1 spines uiid 14-15 soft ray s 
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Bony Fis hes 


l« 



I i \pinc\ and 
15-17 M>fi rd) 4 


SERRANIDAE 


(plair IV, 22) 


FAO names: En - White-blotched grouper; 

Fr - Merou plate grise. 

Local names: Caalo. 

Size: To 1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and in 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, juveniles on 
inshore coral reefs, adults in deeper waters to 
a depth of 90 m. Feeds on fishes and crusta- 
ceans. 


u>uall> dark 
reddish hnmn 
spiMs vontrally 


Epinephelus multinolatiis I Peters. 1 876) 


head and body purplish 
grc> wiih whitish spots 
and blotches 


Epinephelus oclofascialus Griffin. 1 926 


(plate IV. 23) 


SERRANIDAE 



FAO names: En - Eightbar grouper; 
Fr - Merou huit raies. 


Local names: 


Size: To 80 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, probably on 
rocky reefs, from depths of 150 to 300 m. 


background colour pule, 
with h broad dark bars 


Epinephelus poecilonulus (Temminek and Sehlegel. 1842) 


(plate IV, 24) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Dot-dash grouper; Fr - Mdrou 
morse. 

Local names: Sumeyn. 

Size: To 65 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, vertical 
longlines. and in trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, from depths 
of 45 to of 375 m. 



V 



dark blotch 
not joined to 
low cf Kind 


adults, pale brownish, the spots and 
hands on htHly are Cami nr absent 


juscnilcs pale >clktwish 
with a black bUHch and 
brown bands 


juvenile 
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SERRANIDAE 


NptHv (j«irallv smaller anti | 
tlenscr than vcniralK 


1 1 spinc\ and 
17 soli ms 


Epinephelus polylepis Randall and flccmslra. 1991 


I plate V, 251 


FAO names: En - Smallscaled grouper; 

Fr - M^rou petites ^cailles. 

Local names: 

Size: To 61 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Demersal, so far known 
from depths of 33 to 100 m. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


65*72 UtcraMinc ^culc^ I 


Ktekgroumi coknir 
pale, etnered with 
dark hn>w n \p(ils 


iruncotc lo slightly 
cmargiruiic. with 
while margin 


Epinephelus pohphekadion (Blocker. 1849) 


FAO names: En - Camouflage grouper; 

Fr - Mbrou camouflage. 

Local names: 

Size: To 75 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. spear, 
and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, in clear water 
on coral reefs. Feeds on crustaceans and 
fishes. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


(plutc V, 26) 


SERRANIDAE 



iiofNui pf«»nic 
evenly convex 


• kllc 
hloieh 


16-ln pcctoral-fin 


hackgriHind colour 
pale brown, covered 
w ith dark bniw n spots 



Epinephelus radialiis ( Da\. 1 867 ) 


I plate V, 27 ) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Obliquebanded grouper; 

Fr - Merou zebre. 

Local names: 

Size: To 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and vertical 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, from depths 
of 80 to 383 m. 



I head and htids dusky or bn>wnish. with 
5 oblique dark-edged pale bands, replaced 
by scries of dark spots m large adults 
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black*cdged pale bunds 








Bony Fishes 


194 


Hpinephelus rivulalus (Valenciennes, 1830) 


FAO names: En - Halfmoon grouper; 

Fr - Merou demi-lune. 

Local names; Sumeyn. 

Size; To 37 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, longlines, 
gillnets, traps, and spear. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on rocky bot- 
toms or coral reefs from depths of 10 to 150 m. 
Feeds on fishes and crustaceans. 

Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


(plate V, 28) 


SERRANIDAE 



4 irregular ilari 
handv (the 3*^ and 
4*^ usuallv joined 
midlatcrally) 


dark 

reddi>li 

hand 


1 1 spine> unJ 
16-18 sof t rays 


dark reddish Notch 


hackgmund colour 
reddish to ga'cnish 
brown, with whitish 
spots on each scale 


Hpinephelus sloliczkae ( Day. 1 875 ) 


FAO names: En - Epaulet grouper; Fr - Merou 
Epaulette. 

Local names: 

Size: To 38 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with hook-and-line and in 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on shallow 
sandy bottoms. 


(ptatc V, 29) 


SERRANIDAE 



Jjrk 

a’ddish 

spots 


usuall) vdlow 
margin 


1 1 spines anti 

16-18 st»h ravs 


dark blotch 


hackgnHind colour 
yellowish grey, with 
darker bars 


Epinephehts summana (ForNskal. 1775) 


(plate V, 30) 


SERRANIDAE 



dark Nn>wn with large while 
I hliitciios and small white spots 


Fisheries; Caught with hook-and-line, spears, 
and in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, usually on 
shallow coral reefs in lagoons or brackish en- 
vironments. 


dark nuMlIar) 
streak 


FAO names: En - Summan grouper; 
Fr - MOrou summan. 

Local names: 

Size: To 52 cm. 


Upper edge «»I opertle 
siomgiy convex 


no white margin 
on median fins 
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Kpinephelus tauvina (Forsskal. 17751 


FAO names: En - Greasy grouper; Fr - M6rou 
loutre. 

Local names; Farey. 

Size: To 75 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. spear, 
and in traps. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Demersal, dear water 
areas on coral reefs, in depths to at least 50 m. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


(plate VI. 51 1 


SERRANIOAE 



spiMs on txKi) ncarlv as 
lar^c as r>c in vining. abcHil 
pu|>il 51/c in large fivh 


blackivh hlt>ich 
often prevent ai have 
of lavl 4 vpincv 


IK- 19 pectoraMin ra>s 


head uihI hodv pole greenish grey or 
brown, w ith orange-red to dark bniwn 
spots, the ecnircs darker than edges 


Epinephelus tukula Morgans. 1959 


(plate VI, 35) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names; En - Potato grouper; Fr - Merou 
patate. 

Local names: Sumeyn. 

Size: To 1 .5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
spear. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs, in depths of 10 to 150 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



siivaks radiating 
from eye 


1 1 spines and 14-15 rays 


body pale brownish grey with 
several dari brown to black 
w idely spaced blotches, 
arranged in vertical scries 


Epinephelus iindiilosus (Quoy and Guimard. 1824) 


(plait- VI, 52) 



SERRANIDAE 


FAO names; En - Wavylined grouper; 

Fr - Merou ondul6. 

Local names: Sumeyn. 

Size: To 73 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. vertical 
longlines. and with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on sand 
banks, from depths of 24 to 90 m. Feeds on 
fish, crustaceans, and pelagic tunicates. 



membrane mv incised 


hniwn lo 
golden-brown 
Jilts on he>td 


adults w ith a prominent 
knob or hiM>k-ltke (vrov'Css 
t»n ventral edge of mavilla 
tc»iven?d by upper Itpi 


bod) purplish grey (o 
brownish grey with wavy 
hvngitudinal litves 
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Bony Fishes 


Grammistes sexiineatus (Thunbcrg, 1792) 


FAO names: En - Sixllne soapfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 27 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs and over 
rocky bottoms: carnivorous. 


SERRANIDAE 



yelU)u \inpcs 


ikirsal fin deeply mxched. 
7 spinex amJ 13 ray\ 


[ tmly 2 spines 


hackgmund colour dark 
brown lo blackish 


Piectropomus areolalus Riippcll. 1 830 


FAO names: En - Squaretail coralgrouper; 

Fr - Merou queue carree, 

Local names 

Size: To 60 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: Demersal, in lagoons 
and outer reef areas, from depths of 2 to 
20 m. 



I5-Ib pccioral-rm rays 


(plate VI, 34) 


SERRANIDAE 


mjncjlc lo 
slightly 
emjr^inaie 


background colour 
brownish \siih small 
dark -edged blue spots 


Plectropomus laevis (Laccpccic. 1801) 


FAO names: En - Blacksaddle coralgrouper; 
Fr - Merou selle. 

Local names: Wayeer. 

Size: To 125 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. spear, 
and in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reefs from depths of 4 to at least 90 m. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


(plate VI, 35 and 361 


SERRANIDAE 



dark form 


1 6- IK pcclnrul-rin 
rays 


background colour 
olivaceous lo reddish 
brown, the dark bars arc 
usually fainl or ubscnl 



pule bluck-suddle form 
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background cohmr whitish or 
pale yellow i>h with 5 dark 
brown sa<klle*like blotches 
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1‘leclmpomus pessuliferus (Fowler. I*J()4) 


(plate VII, 37) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Roving coral grouper; 

Fr - M6rou-loche vagabonde. 

Local names: 

Size: To 120 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, spear, 
and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on or near 
coral reefs in depths of 25 to 147 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



stmw Npois on 
;iikI Milcv 
ckHipafcd 


inicnirhiidl 
area nakcii 


cinafjiinaie 


hackj!nHitKl coltHif hrtmnish 
Miih nuntcriHjv sriull 
tiark-cdgicvl blur spiKv 


l5'l6pcv'toral-rin 

ra>s 


lirM I i*r 2 anal'fin 
vpincs emhcikkd 


Variola /oiiri (Forsskul. 1775) 


(plate VII. .Vk) 


SERRANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Yellow-edged lyretail; 

Fr - Croissant queue jaune. 

Local names: Guduudow-Caydheere. 

Size: To at least 81 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, spear, and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on coral 
reels in depths of 3 to 250 m. Feeds on fish 
and crustaceans. 



broad 

vclknt, 

cd^c 


head, bixiv. and median finv 
yellowish brow n lo orange-red 
with numcnniv srrMlI round or 
elongate blue tir pink spots 


pelsK: 11ns of adults 
reaching past anus 


TERAPONTIDAE 
Terapon perches, terapons 


relates quadrilineatus ( BkK'h. 1 790) 



ktwer opercular spine not 
extending hevond edge of 
opercular llap 


FAO names: En - Fourlined terapon; Fr - Violon 
crbpuscule. 

Local names: Geedow. 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handline, setnets, 
traps, and castnets. 

Habitat and biology: In inshore waters and in 
brackish waters. 


blotch of sanable 
intensity 


spirHius purl of dorsal Tin arched. 
n<M deeply mitched 
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Bony Pishes 


Teraponjarhua {FoKska\. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Jarbua terapon; Fr - Violon 
jarbua. 

Local names: Geedow. 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handline, setnets, 
traps, and castnets. 

Habitat and biology: In inshore waters, often 
in brackish and freshwaters. 


TERAPONTIDAE 



12-1.^ gill 
rakers «m 
lower limb 
of I “ arch 


spinous part of dorsal Hn strongly 
arched and deeply notched 


Terapon pula [Cu\\eT. 1829) 


TERAPONTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Smallscaled terapon: 

Fr - Violon grogneur. 

Local names: Geedow. 

Size: To 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handline, setnets, 
traps, and castnets. 

Habitat and biology: In inshore waters, often 
in brackish and freshwaters. 



18-24 gill 
rakers on 
hmer limb 
of I '* arch 


4 namiw. dark 
brown stripes 


lower opercular spine ver> 
long, cxlcrkling distinctly 


beyond edge nt opercular tlap 


[>-85 scales in 
lateral line 


spinous part of dorsal I'm strongly 
arched and deeply notched 


Terapon theraps (Cuvier. 1829) 


FAO names: En - Largescaled terapon: 

Fr - Violon tigre. 

Local names: Geedow. 

Size: To 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handline, setnets, 
traps, and castnets. 

Habitat and biology: In inshore waters, 
sometimes in brackish waters. 


TERAPONTIDAE 



spinous part of dorsal tin strongly 
arched and deeply notched 


lower opercular spine very 
long, extending disiincily 
beyond edge of opercular flap 


Copyrighted material 






Guide lo Spe cies 


m 


KUHLIIDAE 
Flagtails, daras 


KuMia miifiil (Forsie. 1801) 


FAO names: En - Barred flagtail: Fr - Crocro 
drapeau. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm. common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with small hooks, beach 
seines, and thrownets. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling near reefs. 
Feeds on planktonic crustaceans and small 
fish. 



23-26 Itmcr 
gill nikets 


block 


Kuhlia rupestris ( l,acepedc, 1 802 ) 


KUHLIIDAE 



FAO names: En - Rock flagtail; Fr - Crocro 
sauvage. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. beach 
seines, gill nets, and thrownets. 

Habitat and biology: Common in estuaries 
and freshwater. 


hUlKir j 


I6-I*i bluer 
gill rakers 


PRIACANTHIDAE 
Bigeyes. glasseyes. bullseyes 



Cookeolus japonicus (Cuvier. 1829) 


PRIACANTHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Longfinned bullseye. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 
Habitat and bioiogy: In deep waters, from 
depths of 60 to 400 m. 


pels 1 C On vcr> 
long in odulis 


hockground colour 
Mlscr> nrtlJish 


portions of 
unU anal 
lin produced 
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Heleropriacanlhus cnientatus (Laccpede. 1801) 


PRIACANTHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Glasseye; Fr - Beauclaire 
de roche. 

Local names: Taraaqo. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and bioiogy: In shallow waters on coral 
reefs and rocky bottoms, to a depth of 20 m. Feeds 
on cephalopods, crustaceans, small fishes, and 
polychaetes. 


poslcrior 

prct)pcfL*lc 

NcalelcsN 


small dusky 
spots 


Priacanlhus bktchii Bleeker. 1853 


PRIACANTHIDAE 



pa'opcrcic spine 
reduced in adults 


FAO names: En - Paeony bulleye: Fr - Beau- 
claire pivoine. 

Local names: 


Size: to at least 35 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, rarely 
trawled. 


Habitat and biology: Benthic in shallow 
coastal waters, over reef or rocky bottoms, 
usually at depths of more than 25 m. 


Priacanthm hamrur (Forsskal. 1 775) 


PRIACANTHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Moontail bullseye: 

Fr - Beauclaire miroir. 

Local names: Taraaqo. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and gillnets. 
Habitat and biology: Bottom-dwelling in shal- 
low waters, associated with coral and rocky 
reefs. Feeds on small fish, crustaceans, and 
other small invertebrates. 


fink dusky 
blackish 


I 24-2h U)ial gill rakers | 
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Priacanthus proxilus Starnes. 1988 


PRIACANTHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Elongate bulleye. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: The type series was 
trawled at depths between 35 to 250 m. 

I 2II..M Inul fill takers 


crrsccnlnc 



FAO names: En - Arrow bulleye. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 28 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Recorded from depths 
of 60 to too m. 


PRIACANTHIDAE 

riHirklctl 


I 19-22 toui gill rakers 


Priacanihus Sagittarius Slamcs. 1988 


Prisligenys niphonia (Cuvier. 1829) 

FAO names: En - Japanese bigeye. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 27 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters, in rocky 
habitats, from depths of 80 to 100 m. 



PRIACANTHIDAE 



I hijck margins 


posterior spines shtwter 
than middle ones 
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Biinv Fishes 


SILLAGINIDAE 

Sillagos 


SUlagoaeolus Jordan and Evemiann. I9<)2 

FAO names: En - Oriental sillago; Fr - Peche- 
madame oriental. 

Local names; 

Size: To 30 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, to a depth of 
60 m. 



Sillago chondropus Bleeker. I K49 


SILLAGINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Clubfoot sillago: Fr - Peche- 
madame diablotin. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 35 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, in shallow 
coastal waters, to a depth of 5 m. 




Sillago sihama (Forsskii. 1775) 


SILLAGINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Silver sillago; Fr - Peche- 
madame argenfd. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 30 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with seine and cast nets. 
Habitat and biology: Demersal, in shallow 
coastal waters and estuaries seldom to a 
depth of 60 m, over sandy bottoms. Feeds on 
small polychaetes. crustaceans, fish, and al- 
gae. 
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Malacanthus brevirosiris Guichcnol. 1 848 


FAO names: En - Quakerfish; Fr - Matajuel 
nez court. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 32 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 



black bunds 


sniHit ntM elongate. 
poMerittr margin of 
javk bcKm eve 


Habitat and biology: Bottom-dwelling, in 
depths of 5 to 33 m; inhabits burrows in pairs. 


Malacanthus lalovitlalus (Lacepcdc. 1801) 


FAO names: En - Blue blanquillo; Fr - Mata- 
juel bleu. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 43.5 cm, common to 35 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits burrows in sand 
and rubble bottoms near reefs in shallow wa- 
ters. 


sniHii cl«>ngaie, 
poMeriitr margin of jaw 
not reaching eye 


MALACANTHIDAE 



Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


LACTARIIDAE 
False trevallies, hulk trevallies 



iMctarius laclarius (Schneider. 1801 ) 

FAO names: En - False trevally: Fr - Pellau 
chanos. 

Local names: Buraasow. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, boat 
seines, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters to 
depths of too m. 



and 
I ray\ 


nuHJih large 
uml oblique 


3 spines and 23-28 soft rays 
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pomatomidae) 

Bluafishes 


Pomatomus siibatrix 1766) 


FAO names: En - Bluefish; Fr - Tassergal. 


7>8 spines, eonnccicd 
by nx'mbnmcs 


Local names: Qayac. 

Size: To 1 .2 m, common to 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with glllnets, lines, and 
purse seines. 

Habitat and biology: A voracious predator in 
warm coastal waters. 



RACHYCENTRIDAE 

Cobias 


Rachycentron canadum (Linnaeus. 1 766) 


FAO names: En - Cobia: Fr - Mafou. 

Local names: Takho. 

Size: To 2.0 m, common to 1 .1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, bottom 
trawls, trolling gear, driftnets, and floating gill- 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, but also over 
shallow coral reefs, occasionally in estuaries. 
Feeds on crabs, squids and fishes. 



spines very short, mu 
cunnecied to each other 


2 light bunds 


ECHENEIDAE 

Remoras, sharksuckers, disefishes 


Echeneis naucrates Linnaeus. 1758 


sucking disk on head 


FAO names: En - Live sharksucker; Fr - Remora 
common. 

Local names: Eey-Maanyo. 

Size: To at least 75 cm. 

Fisheries: Taken with trawls. 



Habitat and biology: In coastal and oceanic 
waters; remoras attach themselves to a vari- 
ety of fishes, whales, and floating objects; also 
found free-swimming. 
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CARANGIDAE 


Jack*, trevallies, acads, queanfishes, runnars, pompanos 


A/fcds ri&vis (Bloch. 1788) 


FAO natnas: En - African pompano; 
Fr - Cordonnier fil. 

Local namas: Dhareerow. 


Siza: To 1 .5 m total length, common to 1 .0 m 
fork length. 

Fishariaa: Caught with hooK-and-line; juve- 
niles taken in beach seines. 



Habitat and biology: Adults are solitary in shal- 
low coastal waters to a depth of about 100 m; 
young pelagic. Feeds mainly on sedentary crus- 
taceans. 


JuveHHc of 13 cm 
slmdard kncdi 



12-17 kmcr fill ndten 
icAL'iuding rudimcni’k) 


scuick icnUrgcd. 
thickened and tiften 
pointed walek) in 
lateral line 


scaick minute 
iKwly superficially nakcdl 


spines very short, 
embedded in adults 


A^refu Midicu^ (Rilppcll. 1830) 


(plate VII, 39) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En • Indian threadfish: 

Fr - Cordonnier plume. 

Local names: Dhareerow. 

Size: To 1 .3 m, common to 1 .0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. juve- 
niles taken in beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Adults schooling in 
coastal waters: juveniles solitary and often 
entering estuaries. Feeds on fish, small 
squids, and crustaceans. 




wales minute 
tbody Miperncially naked! 


2 1 -2b lower gill rakers 
(excluding rudiments) 


spines very shtwi. 
embedded in adult 



Alepes djedaba ( Forsskiil. 1775) 


(plate VII, 40) CARANGIDAE 



Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: Common near inshore 
reefs, often forming schools. Feeds mainly on 
invertebrates such as shrimps, copepods, and 
decapod larvae. 


32-.^H total gill rakers 
(including rudiments) 


FAO names: En - Shrimp scad; Fr * S^lar 


subari. 

Local names: Cawalo. 
Size: To 34 cm. 


c\clkl well ilcNcliificil 
on posientH hall o( eye only 


both jaws with a single 
row of numemus 
vxNnbtikc teeth 





upper juH 


Ittterul line 
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Bony Fishes 



adipose eyelid well 
developed on posierior 
half of eye only 


CARANGIDAE 


Herring scad; Fr - Sdlar 


both jaws with a single 
mvfc of numerous 
comhlike teeth 


FAO names: En ' 

harengule. 

Local names: 

Size: To 56 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and bioiogy: Occurs in shallow 
coastal water. Feeds on shrimps, copepods, 
decapods, and small fish. 


Alepes vari (C\}\ ier, 1833) 


supnimaxilla lar^c. with 
a spincitke projccitun 



upper jaw 



lateral line 


Atule mate (Cu\\er, 1833) 


FAO names: En - Yellowtail scad; Fr - Selar 
queue jaune. 

Local names: Sisimoole. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 26 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: Schools at depths of 
about 50 m. Feeds mainly on crustaceans 
and cephalopoda. 



adipose eyelid 
completely covering eye 
eitcepi a vertical slit 


CARANGIDAE 


last ray more separated, but 
jointed by a membrane 


Carangoides armatus (Riippell. 1830) 


FAO names: En - Longfin trevally; 

Fr - Carangue sap-sap. 

Local names: Shiiraan Dhareerow. 

Size: To 55 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and 
spears. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits rocky and coral 
coastlines, also in shallow lagoons. 




filaments present in 
males (more titan 21 
cm fork length) 


)- 1 8 soft rays 


1 9-22 soft rays 


fin lobe longer than head length 


CARANGIDAE 
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Carangoides hajad (Forsskal. 1775) 


(plalc VII, 41) 


CARANGIDAE 



FAO names; En - Orangespotted trevally; 

Fr - Carangue lentigine. 

Local names: Yool. 

Size: To 55 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with hook-and-line and gill- 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters. 


numentUN 

orange*>dlovk 

vpiTls 


hreast complctclv vcalcd. or onl> 
a namtu naked area, scarcely 
visible in lateral view 





FAO names; En - Coastal trevally; 

Fr - Carangue cotiere. 

Local names: Shllraan. 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hoo)(-and-llne. gill- 
nets. and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Common in coastal wa- 
ters. 


CARANGIDAE 


I lobe shorter than head length 


scalekss area 


scaleless area 


Carangoides caenileopinnatus iKlippcII. I8.F0) 


21-25 total gill rakers 
on l^aah (including 
ruduiK’ntsi 


Carangoides chrysophrys (Cuvier. 1853) 


CARANGIDAE 




IK- 20 soft rays 




FAO names; En - Longnose trevally; 
Fr - Carangue tapir. 

Local names: Shllraan. 


Size; To 60 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-llne. gill- 
nets. and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters 
to at least 60 m. 
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Bony Fishes 


Carangoides equula (Temminck & Schlegel, 1844) 


CARANGIDAE 



Size: To 37 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Benthic, largely re- 
stricted to shelf and slope habitats, at depths 
of 100 to 200 m. 


FAO names: En - Whitefin trevally: 
Fr - Carangue aile blanche. 

Local names: Shiiraan. 


Mitmiarginal black bands 


brcasi complclcly 
sculed (W '*> ilh a very 
small nuked area 
antcfxncnirally 


Carangoides ferdau 1775) 


(plate VIL 42) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - Blue trevally; Fr - Carangue 
tachetee. 

Local names: Shiiraan. 

Size: To 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, gill- 
nets. and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters adjacent 
to sandy beaches: also found to depths of 60 m, 
often near reefs. 




dusky bands 


Carangoides fulvoguttatus (Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Yellowspotted trevally: 

Fr - Carangue pailletde. 

Local names: Sisimoole. 

Size: To 1.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and ar- 
tisanal gear. 

Habitat and biology: Prefers rocky and coral 
reefs, but also found on offshore banks to 
depths of 100 m. 



CARANGIDAE 



2^-27 tolul fiiil rakers 
on h' uah (including 
nidimciKs^ 


25-.10 soli rays 


btxly covered wiih many 
brassy-golden spots 
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Carangoulrs gymmosMhus (Cuvier. 18.^3) 


FAO names: En - Sludger; Fr - Carangue balo. 
Local names; Shiiraan. 

Size: To 90 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, gill- 
nets. and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Common over deeper 
offshore reefs. 


profile of MKHtt 
modcraicl) nHinticd 
and bccttmtng le\v 
Mcep with age 




27-!l| uital gill raLcrv 
t>n I** arch nnduding 
rudimenix) 


hori/oouU line frmn lip 
of snoul passes through 
level of eye in adults 


CARANGIDAE 


2X-32 soft rays 


Carangoides malabaricus {Bloch and Schneider. 1801 ) 


CARANGIDAE 



FAO names: En - Malabar trevally; 

Fr - Carangue monique. 

Local names: Shiiraan. 

Size:To 28 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, bottom 
trawls, gillnets. and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Over coral and rocky 
reefs, but also found in shallow sandy bays. 


vcaieless area 


exlends above 


pectoral-fin 


base 


2(>-2.^ volt raw 


.)2-3K total gill rakers 
on I'* arch (including 
rudiments) 



Carangoides oMongus (Cuvier. 18.3,3) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - Osachwhip trevally: 
Fr - Carangue postilion. 

Local names: Shiiraan. 

Size: To 46 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and bot- 
tom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 




20-22 soft rays j 
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Bony Fishes 


Carangoides plagiolaenia ( BIcckcr. 1851) 


CARANGIDAE 



Size: To about 41 cm. 


FAO names: En - Barcheek trevally; 
Fr - Carangue grimee. 

Local names: Shiiraan. 


posterior margin 
of prwipcrele 
black in aJulls 


Uwer jaw 
sonicwhul 
enlarged and 
prujecling 


Fisheries: Caught vyith hook-and-line, bottom 
trawls, and different types of artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: Outer reef areas. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


Caranx /if Aen (Bennett. 1830) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - Blacktip trevally; 

Fr - Carangue cocole. 

Local names: 

Size: To 85 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line and gill- 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: Prefers clean, open 
coastal waters: adults in small aggregations 
over rocky reefs. Feeds on fish and crusta- 
ceans. 

^ uppvrjaw 




upper juw with an outer 
ivericN of moderulc to 
strong canines and an 
inr>cr band of line teeth 



adip«>se eselid 
mtxkrately developed, 
small anteriorly 


24-27 total gill rakers on I'* 
arch tincluding rudimenlsk 
usually only 25-26 


Caranx ignobilis (Forsskal. 1775) 


CARANGIDAE 



FAO names: En - Giant trevally: Fr - Carangue 
tetue. 

Local names: Baal-Guguud. 

Size: To 1 .65 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. gill- 
nets, and spear. 

Habitat and biology: Abundant in all marine 
habitats. Feeds mainly on fish. 


18-21 soft rays 


upper jaw' with an outer 
series of moderulc to 
strong canines and an 
inner bund of fine teeth 


uppirja« 


20-24 total gill rakers 
on r' arch (including 


Silvery to black 


rudiments) 


patch oi 

prvpelvic scales 


sea e ess urea 


coimiuin 


less comimm 


rare 


types of scalation patterns on breast 
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Caranx melampygus (C\i\'\CT. 1833) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En • Bluefin trevally; 

Fr - Carangue aile bleue. 

Local names: Shgiiraan-Sisimoole. 
Size: To 80 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, 
nets, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Associated with 
habitats. Feeds primarily on fish. 


upper jaur with an outer 
series of moderate to 
strong canines and an 
inner bund of fine teeth 



^ upper jaw 


gill- 

reef 



UHiil 

gill rakers on 
I '* arch 
(including 
rudiments) 


breast cumplelely 
scaled 


Caranx sexfasciatus (Quoy and Gaimard. 1824) 


CARANGIDAE 



adipose eyelid 
well descloped 


breast completely 
scaled 


FAO names: En - Bigeye trevally; 
Fr - Carangue corace. 

Local names: Shiiraan llweyne. 
Size: To 85 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, gill- 
nets, and purse seines. 

Habitat and biology: Associated with reefs: 
juveniles may occur in estuaries. Feeds on 
fish and crustaceans. 


21-2.'i lolal 
gill rakers 
iKi I arch 
(including 
rudiments) 


upper jaw w ith an outer 
series of moderate to 
stning canines und an 
inner bund of fine teeth 


upper jau 


On lobe dark, with a 
white tip (in adults) 




Decapterus macarellus (Cuvier. 1 833) 


CARANGIDAE 



FAO names: En - Mackerel scad; Fr - Comete 
maquereau. 

Local names: 

Size: To 32 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines and 
trawls. 


Habitat and biology: Schooling in open wa- 
ters; taken at depths between 40 and 200 m. 
Feeds on smaller planktonic invertebrates. 


pectoral fin not reaching to 
level of 2"^ dorsal fin 


upper jaw 
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Bonv I-ishes 


Decapterus macrosoma ( BIcckcr. 1851) 


CARANGIOAE 


FAO names: En - Shortfin scad; Fr - Comete 
fine. 


Local names: 

Size; To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines and 
trawls. Of major importance to fisheries. 
Habitat and bioiogy: A schooling species; in 
depths between 30 to at least 170 m. Feeds 
on small planktonic invertebrates. 


pectoral fin not 
reaching to level 
of 2'*^ dorsal'fin 


_ nninJcd 

upper jaw ' 




/^capfrru.t ru.vjiW/i (RuppcII, 1830) 


CARANGIOAE 


FAO names: En - Indian scad; Fr - Comete 
indienne. 

Local names: Buraasow. 

Size: To 38 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines and t 
trawls. Of major importance to fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters and on 
o|3en banks at depths not exceeding 100 m. 
Feeds on smaller planktonic invertebrates. 




Elagatis bipinnulata (Quuy and Gaimard, 1824) 


CARANGIOAE 


FAO names: En - Rainbow runner; Fr - Comete 
saumon. 

Local names: Aari-Joog. 

Size: To 1 .2 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, gill- 
nets, and seines. 

Habitat and biology; Pelagic, usually found 
near the surface; may form schools. Feeds on 
invertebrates and small fish. 
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Guide to 


Gnathanodon speciosus (FoTsskM. 1775) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - Gotden trevally; 

Fr - Carangue royale. 

Local names: Quoomaar. 

Size: To 1.1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets and spear. 
Habitat and biology: Found Inshore. Includ- 
ing rocky reefs, deep lagoons and seaward 
reefs: a bottom feeder that preys on crusta- 
ceans, mollusks and small fish. 



lips flcshv jfu 
papiitosc' 


juveniles umi 
youni yelkm 


Mtgalaspis cordyla (Linnaeus. I75K) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - Torpedo scad; Fr - Comdte 
torpille. 

Local names: Roob ma waaye. 

Size: To 80 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, beach 
seines, trawls, purse seines, and traps. 
Habitat and biology: A pelagic, schooling 
species. Feeds mainly on other fish. 



very high scutes 


7*9 dcuchcd finteis 




FAO names: En - Pilotflsh; Fr - Poisson pilote. 
Local names: Buraasow. 

Size: To 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with pelagic trawls. 
Habitat and biology: A pelagic species with a 
seml-obllgate commensal relationship with 
large sharks, rays and other fishes and turtles. 


CARANGIDAE 


m> scutes. 

4 fleshy keel on 
ctHKbi peduncle 


upper yaw narrow at 
end. extending to 
aiiirrinr nuirgin of eye 


6*7 dark bars 


Maucrates duclor (Linnaeus, 1758) 


2 i ‘27 total gill rakers 
on I* arch (including 
rudimentsi 
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Bony Fishes 


Parastromateus niger (BliK'h, 1795) 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - Black pompfret; 

Fr - Castagnoline noire. 

Local names: Soor yaxaas. 

Size: To 55 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gilinets, boat seines, 
and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic on the continen- 
tal shelf; usually in depths of 1 5 to 40 m, over 
muddy bottoms: near the bottom during the 
day, near the surface at night. Feeds on 
zooplankton. 



MTUles 


pcKic fins uhvcni 
in specimens 
liirgcrllun 10 cm 
fork length 



I dorsal fin higher 
tlun 2 


lips noliccahK 
papillose 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - White trevally; 
Fr - Carangue dentue. 

Local names: 


Size: To about 82 cm, common to 40 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On banks and shelf 
slope habitats at depths of 80 to 200 m; an 
opportunistic bottom feeder. 


Pseudoearanx dentex (Bloch & Schneider. 1801 ) 



upper juss exlending 
well besond cve 


CARANGIDAE 


FAO names: En - Talang queenfish; 
Fr - Sauteur talang 
Local names: Jabto. 


Size: To 12 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with drift setnets, gilinets, 
seines, and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, fre- 
quents reefs and offshore islands. Feeds on 
fish, cephalopods, and other pelagic prey. 


Scomberoides commenonianiis (Lacepede. 1 802) 


8- 1 5 loial gill ntkers <m I arch 
fexduding mdimenls) 
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Scomheroides lysan (ForsskSl. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Doublespotted queenflsh; 
Fr - Sauteur sabre. 

Local names: Jabto calasey. 

Size: To 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with drift setnets. glllnets. 
seines, and hook-and-llne. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits Inshore waters 
from shallow lagoons to offshore areas from 
the surface to depths of 100 m. Feeds on 
other fishes and small crustaceans. 



2 1 -27 iiiial gill rakers on I arch 
(excluding rudimenis) 


upficr jaw extending 
to posterior margin 
t>f eye 


a diHjhIc series of 
dark htoichcs 


CARANGIDAE 


semi -detached 
nnlcls 


Scomheroides tol (Cuvier. 1 8.12) 


FAO names: En • Needlescaled queenflsh: 
Fr - Sauteur leurre. 

Local names: Jabto calasey. 

Size: To 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with drift setnets. glllnets. 
seines, and hook-and-llne. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling near the sur- 
face In coastal waters. Feeds primarily on 
fish. 


IplaU- VH.4.t) CARANGIDAE 




adipose eyelid 
completely covering eye 
except a vertical slit 


FAO names: En - BIgeye scad: Fr - Selar 
coulisou. 


Local names: 


Size: To 30 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-llne. beach 
seines, purse seines, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling Inshore or In 
shallow waters, but ranging In depths of about 
170 m: also over shallow reefs. Feeds on 
benthic and planktonic invertebrates. 


CARANGIDAE 


Selar crumenophthalmus (Bloch. 1 79.1) 




}*ill chamber after lifline opercle 
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Bony Fishes 


5rno/a rivo/uuui (Valenciennes. 18.13) 


CARANGIDAE 



FAO names; En - Almaco jack; Fr - Seriole 
limon. 

nuchal har i>ficn 

Local names: Shiiraan. persisteni in adults 

Size: To 1.1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, bottonn trawls, 
and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Adults pelagic and 
epibenthic; oceanic, rarely found in inshore 
waters. 


caudal-pcduncle 
grooves present 


no scutes 


22-26 total gill rakers on I** arch 
(excluding rudiments) 


juveniles with a 
dark nuchal har and 
6 dark htxly bars 


Seriolina nigrofasciata (Riippell, 1829) 


FAO names: En - Blackbanded trevally; 

Fr - Seriole amourez. 

Local names: Buraasow. 

Size: To 70 cnn. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, traps, gillnets, 
and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Solitary, mainly in off- 
shore reefs on continental shelf at depths of 
20 to 150 m. 




4 10 total gill rakers 
on I** arch (mostly 
rudiments) 


no scutev. 
ridge at tail base 


upper jaw broadly rounded 
extending to below 
posterior margin of eye 


CARANGIDAE 


caudal-peduncle 
grooves pre.seni 


young with 5-7 dark 
hands and blotches 
that fade with age 



CARANGIDAE 


21-23 soft rays 


FAO names: En - African pompano: 
Fr - Pompaneau africain. 

Local names: Madax-Dhagax. 

Size: To 90 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with traps, gillnets, and 
handlines. 


Habitat and biology: In shallow coastal wa- 
ters with reefs or rocky outcrops. Feeds 
mainly on mollusks (rock mussels). 


spines very shi>rl 


Tracliinotus africanus Smith. 1967 


1 9-2 1 soft rays 
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Trachinotus baiUonii (Laccpedc. 1801 ) 

FAO names: En - Smallspotted dart; 

Fr - Pompaneau muscadin. 

Local names: Dumb. 

Sl2e: To 54 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, gillnets. and 
handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 
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CARANGIDAE 



spines very 
short 


1-5 small 
hlack spots 


I5-I<^ lower-gill rakers on 1** aah 
(including nidinKnisl 


Trachinotus blochii (Laccpedc. 1801 ) 

FAQ names: En - Snubnose dart; 

Fr - Pompaneau lune. 

Local names: Madax-Dhagax. 

Size : To 65 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, gillnets, and 
handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coral and rocky 
reef areas in shallow coastal waters. 



CARANGIDAE 



anal fin dusky (o 
diny orange, lobe 
w ith a brtiwnish 
anterior margin 


I b- 1 H soft rays 


profile hroiHlty 
roiinJctl 


spines scry 
short 



Trachinotus russeUii (Cuvier, 1832) 


FAO names: En - Largespotted dart; 

Fr - Pompaneau pierrot. 

Local names: 

Size: To 75 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets, and 
hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 



anterior 2 spots larger 
eye dian>eier in 


CARANGIDAE 

22-24 soft rays | 


19-22 soft rays 


11-15 lower-gill rakers on I** arch 
(including rudiments) 
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Bony Fishes 


Trachurus indicus Nekrasov, 1966 


FAO names: En - Arabian scad; Fr - Chin- 
chard d’Arabie. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, hand- 
lines, and gillnets. Of major importance to 
fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, in depths of 
20 to 100 m. Feeds on small crustaceans and 
fish fry. 



CARANGIOAE 


Nculcs along tolul 
length of lateral line 


Vlua mentalis (Cuvier. 18.1.1) 


CARANGIDAE 



FAO names: En - Longrakered trevally; 

Fr - Carangue demeloir. 

Local names: Shiiraan 
Size: To 1.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets, traps, and 
handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 


74-R6 itHal gill 
on I'* arvh (including 
rudiments) 


gill raker cxtremel)' long, 
projecting into the mouth 


Uraspis helvola ( Forster. 1801) 


CARANGIDAE 




Fisheries: Caught with trawls, purse seines, 
dipnets, longlines. and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: An oceanic species, pe- 
lagic in surface waters as well as demersal; 
solitary or forming small schools. 


sculeless area 
cxtcmls to 
pel\ic*rin t»rigtii 


tongue, mof and fltntr of nu»uth svhiie 
or crcam-colourcd. the a*sl Wue-black 


FAO names: En - Whitetongue jack; 
Fr - Carangue langue blanche 
Local names: 


Size: To 50 cm. 
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CORYPHAENIDAE 

Dolphinfishes 


Coryphaena equiselis Linnucus. 1 758 


FAO names: En - Pompano dolphinfish; 

Fr - Coryphene dauphin. 

Local names: Sucbaan. 

Size: To 75 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trolling gear and float- 
ing lines. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, inhabiting open 
waters, but also approaching the coast. 
Feeds on fish and squids. 




dnrsiil surface of tonjiui' 


Coryphaena hippurus Unncuus. 1758 


FAO names: En - Common dolphinfish: 

Fr - Coryphene commune. 

Local names: Sucbaan. 

Size: To 2.0 m, common to 1.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with trolling gear, tuna 
longlines, and driftnets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, inhabiting open 
waters, but also approaching the coast. 
Feeds mainly on fish, but also on crustaceans 
and squids. 



mure ihjn hull 
of IhtjJ length 


CORYPHAENIDAE 


Mill raVA 
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MENIDAE 

Moonfishes 




Bony Hshcs 


Ment maculala ( BI«K'h and Schneider. 1801) 

FAO names: En - Moonfish; Fr - Luneur. 
Local names: Dhareerow. 

Size: To 24 cm, common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, beach seines, 
and traps. 

Habitat and biology: In deeper coastal wa- 
ters. especially around coral reefs, sometimes 
in estuaries: feeds on benthic invertebrates. 



I'* 2 niy» of pclvk' fin\ 
fused and prufunged 


anal fin vcr> 
k»ng and km- 


LEIOGNATHIDAE 


Ponyflshes, slipmouths, toothponies 


mi/iura (BI(K'h. 1797) 


FAO names: En • Toothpony; Fr - Sapsap 
dentu. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm. common to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, bag- 
nets. and shore seines. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters down to 
depths of about 40 m. mostly near the bottom. 



iplale VIII.44I 


LEIOGNATHIDAE 



ha'aM scalclcss 


anicnor pari ol 
Kai'k scaled 


Ijtiognalhus herbis (Valenciennes. 18.15) 


(plate VTII. 45) 


LEIOGNATHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Berber ponyfish; 

Fr - Sapsap berbere. 

Local names: 

Size: To 11 cm, common to 9 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and in- 
shore seines. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow waters down to 
depths of 40 m, predominantly near the bot- 
tom. Feeds on small crustaceans and bi- 
valves. 



Copyrighted material 




GuiJc IQ Specie» 


Ij/iognathus daura (Cuyier. IK2*)) 


(plalc VIII, 46) 


LEIOGNATHIOAE 


FAO names: En - Goldstripe ponyfish; 
Fr-Sapsap dor6. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm, common to 9 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and in- 
shore seines. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow waters down to 
a depth of 40 m, predominantly over muddy 
bottoms. Feeds on polychaetes. bivalves, 
small crustaceans, and sponges. 



hrcjsi scalcloN 


lu-iognaihus elongalus GUnlhor. 1874 


iplak' VHI.47) LEIOGNATHIOAE 



FAO names: En - Slender ponyfish: 
Fr - Sapsap elegant. 

Local names: Dool-Dool. 


Size: To 12 cm, common to 8 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow waters down to 
a depth of 40 m; schooling near the bottom. 

Feeds on small crustaceans, polychaetes. 
and algae. 

hrcavt scaknl 


NhIv depth shorter 
than head tenpth 


Ixiognalhus equulus (Forsskal. 1775) 


(plate Mil. 48) 



LEIOGNATHIOAE 



FAO names: En - Common ponyfish; 

Fr - Sapsap common. 

Local names: 

Size: To 24 cm. common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow waters down to 
a depth of 40 m. enters brackish waters: 
schooling near the bottom. Feeds on poly- 
chaetes. small crustaceans, and small fish. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


close -set tiiinl dtrk 
hors IH1 hock 
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Bony Fishes 


■»v) 


IMognalluis fasciatm (Lacepede, 1X03) 


(plate Mil. 49) LEIOGNATHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Striped ponyfish; 

Fr - Sapsap raye. 

Local names: 

Size: To 21 cm, common to 17 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
driftnets. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Shaliow waters to 
depths of about 40 m, schooling. Feeds on 
polychaetes, small crustaceans, and small 
fish. 


2^^ dor*al-rm 
spine cloniialed 


ahoui 1 1 
xcrtical lines 


axil )elluu 


breast sealcicss 


l^iognalhiis leucisciis (Giimhcr. I860) 


(plate VIII. 50) LEIOGNATHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Whipfin ponyfish; 

Fr - Sapsap fil. 

Local names: 

Size: To 12 cm, common to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, bag- 
nets, and shore seines. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in shallow wa- 
ters down to depths of about 40 m, usually 
near the bottom. Feeds on shrimps, other 
crustaceans, and polychaetes. 



2"^ di>rsal-fin 
spine elmi^ated 


l-eiof’iiatliiis lineolatiis (Valenciennes. 1835) 


(plate Mil. 51) 


LEIOGNATHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Ornate ponyfish; 

Fr - Sapsap ecriture. 

Local names: 

Size: To 9.5 cm, common lo 7 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
shore seines. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters, down 
to depths of about 40 m, usually near the 
bottom. Feeds on small crustaceans, chaetog- 
naths, nematodes, bivalves, and gastropods. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



no disiinci 
no4i'h 
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Habitat and biology: Inhabits shallow waters 
down to depths of about 40 m. Schools near 
the bottom. Feeds on small crustaceans, 
foraminiferans, and bivalves. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 

I hreasi scaled 


l^iognallws splendens (Cuvier, 1829) 


(plate IX. 52) 


LEIOGNATHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Splendid pony: Fr - Sapsap 

soleil. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm, common to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, bag 
nets, and shore seines. 


bhick sptM 


lip o( smHJi 


iloUcJ hliick 


Secular imidiator ( Bloch. 1 797 ) 


(plate IX. 53) LEIOGNATHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Pugnose ponyfish; 
Fr - Sapsap boxeur. 

Local names: Dhareerow. 


Size: To 11 cm, common to 8 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, inshore 
seines, bagnets, and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow waters down to 
depths of about 40 m, predominantly near the 
bottom, schooling. Feeds on small crusta- 
ceans. 




Secular ruconius (Humilton-Buchunun, 1822) 


(plate IX. 54) 


LEIOGNATHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Deep pugnose ponyfish: 
Fr - Sapsap bouledogue. 

Local names: 


Size: To 8 cm, common to 6 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, inshore 
seines, bagnets, and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow waters down to 
depths of about 40 m, lives near the bottom, 
schooling: enters estuaries and rivers. Feeds 
on small crustaceans. 


mouih oblique. 
potmL^l upward 
w hen proiracled 


Copyrighted material 



224 


Bony Fishe,s 


BRAMIDAE 
Pomfrets, ocean breams 


Brama dussumieri (Cuvier, 1831 ) 


FAO names: En - Lesser bream; Fr - Castag- 
nole mignonne. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Taken as bycatch in bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Epipelagic and along 
the continental slope. 



LUTJANIDAE 
Snappers, jobfishes 


Aphareus furca (Lueepede. 1 802) 


(plate IX, 55) 


LUTJANIDAE 



prc<»|>crv1c atui o|K*rclc 
ikiimiied bv jiUrk liiK* 


Local names: Carabi. 


Size: To 40 cm. common to 30 cm. 


FAO names: En - Smalltoothed jobfish; 
Fr - Vivaneau tidents. 


fin\ scalcicxs 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines and vertical 
longllnes. 

Habitat and biology: Inshore coral reefs at 
depths between 6 and 70 m. Feeds mainly on 

16-IS gill rjkcrs on 
lower Imib of T' arch. 
incluJinj: nuliiiu:nls 


l^ack^round c«>lour 
ducky blue 


Aphareus rutilaiis Cuvier, 1830 


FAO names: En - Rusty jobfish; Fr - Vivaneau 
rouille. 

Local names: 

Size: To 80 cm. common to 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trolled lures, hand- 
lines. bottom longlines, and bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Inshore reef areas, from 
the surface to a depth of 100 m. Feeds mainly 
on fishes. 


(plate I\, 56) 


LUTJANIDAE 



30- .U gill rakerc on 
lower limb of 1'* arvh. 
including rudimciiic 


I edge of 
i inuxilla 
I hlaek 


background colour dusky blue 
or eniirclv ivddish 
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Aprion virescens Valenciennes. 1 830 


FAO names: En - Green jobfish; Fr - Vivaneau 
job. 

Local names: Huud. 

Size: To 1 m, common to 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, bottom 
longlines, and bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits inshore reef 
areas, from the surface down to a depth of 
1 00 m. Feeds mainly on fishes, but also on 
shrimps, crabs, cephalopods, and plank- 
tonic organisms. 


(plate IX, 57) 


LUTJANIDAE 



leotli in hands, 
vuih 2 virnnp 
anlcnor canines I 


fills scalelcss j 




(plate X, 58) LUTJANIDAE 

dorsul fin deepK 
notched 


Size: To 80 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom longlines and 
deep handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Over rocky bottoms at 
depths of 90 to 300 m. Feeds on fishes and 
larger invertebrates. 

maxilla 
scaled 

11-14 giH rakers on 
lower limb ol 1'* arch. 


FAO names: En - Ruby snapper; Fr - Vivaneau 
rubis. 


lobes fciativols 
short 


Local names: Qashaar. 


Etelis carbunculus Cuvier. 1 828 


inchidirip ruJimcnls 



EieKs coruscans Valenciennes, 1 862 


(plate X. 59) 


LUTJANIDAE 



FAO names: En - Flame snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau laflamme. 


Local names: 


Size: To 70 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with deep handlines. 
Habitat and biology: Over rocky bottoms at 
depths between 100 and 300 m. Feeds on 
small fishes, squids, and crustaceans. 


lIMXillu 

sealed 


upftcrcaiidiil-fin It'bc elongate 
(in the course of gn>wth) 


dorsal fin 
notched 


15-18 pill rakers on I 
lower limb of T' an.-h. 
ifKliMling rxidimcnts 
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(plate X. 60) 


Bony Fishes 
LUTJANIDAE 


iMljamis argentimaculaliis (Forsskal. 1775) 





sl'jIc n>ws uhovc Ijicral line 
hori/oiitul anlerinrly 


vomerine tnnth-pateh 
on rtHif of mouth 


FAO names: En - Mangrove red snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau des mangroves. 

Local names: Buraad. 


Size: To 1 .2 m, common to 80 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, bottom 
longlines, and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Juveniles and young 
adults in mangrove estuaries and in the lower 
reaches of freshwater streams; adults in 
deeper reef areas to depths of 100 m. Feeds 
on fishes and crustaceans. 


colour greenish 
hnnvn to reddish 


itHXh |)aich on 
somcrercsceniic. 
u iihoui n posterior 
median extension 




emarginaie. 

a(m«)si 

truncate 


iMljaiius heiigaleiisis (Bloch. 1790) 


(plate X, 61 ) 


LUTJANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Bengal snapper; 

Fr - Vivaneau du Bengale. 

Local names: Tiin-Tiinbiyow. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs at depths 
between 10 and 25 m. Feeds on fishes and 
crustaceans. 


ItHtlh |vileh t»n 
xomcrcrcsccniic. 
without a posterior 
median extension 


sides ofh<Ki\ vellow’. 
with 4 blue lines 



1 fins sealed 

^ 'W ' 












\ 




poimvd I v'uarginalc 
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iMtjanus holmr ( Forsskal. 1775) 


(plate X. 62) 


LUTJANIOAE 



icttoral I'm pink. \^ith d«»rvil 
cd}:c iiHKil) block 


size: To 75 cm. common to 50 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines and bottom 
longllnes. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs, shel- 
tered lagoons, outer reefs, usually at depths 
between 10 and 70 m. Feeds mainly on 
fishes. 


FAO names: En - Twospot red snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau chien rouge. 


UKMh patch on vomer 
crcsccniic. uiihiHJi o 
piMcnor median cxienvion 


Local names: Buraad. 


upper vides dark or black, 
lower vulcv and beilv reddish 


>(»ung and stxne adults 
With 2 while sptMs on buck 


slighll) 

cmarginalc 


nostrils inside 


gitmve 


iMtjanux coeruleolinealus iRiippcII. 18.58) 


FAO names: En - Blueline snapper; Fr - Viva- 
neau strie. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and bioiogy: On coral reefs at depths 
between 10 and 20 m. , 

itNtih patch on / 
vomer crescentic, 
without a pttsiehor 
median extensitm 



tpluU' \, 63) 


LUTJANIOAE 

hlA'k .piH ~] 


back bmwn. sides vellow 
grading to while ventrallv 


Ijiljanus ehrenhergii (PeterN. 1869) 


ipluti- \I, 64) 


LUTJANIOAE 



FAO names: En - Ehrenberg's snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau encrier. 

Local names: Can-Gub. 


Size: To 35 cm, common to 20 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 


Habitat and biology: On coral reefs at depths 
between 5 and 20 m. 




often 4*5 narrow vellow lines 
on sides bcUnv lateral line 


iiKtih patch iKi 
vomer triangular, 
with a p»»sienor 
median eviensittn 


prtHmiH'nl hnmn 
blotch 
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Bony Fishes 


Iji^anus fulvijlamma (Forsskal. 1775) 


(plate XI, 65) 


LUTJANIDAE 



hluck blotch on taloml line 


FAO names: En - Blackspot snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau gibelot 
Local names: Can-Gub. 


Uxnh patch on vomer 
Irianjiulur. ujth a 
posienor median 
extension 


Size: To 35 cm, common to 25 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs at depths 
between 3 and 35 m. Feeds on fishes, 
shrimps, crabs, and other crustaceans. 


6-7 vellow stripes 
on sides 


caudal fin truncate or 
slightly emarginatc 


a small splice 
often present 
between bands 
of temporal 
scales 


back brown 



|Hco|K'rculur 
knob and notch 
well developed 


(plate XI. 66) 


Size: To 40 cm, common to 25 cm. 


LUTJANIDAE 


caudal fin black w ith a 
narrow while margin 


FAO names: En - Blacktail snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau queue noir. 

Local names; Can-Gub. 


ivHtth patch on 
vomer crcsecntic. 
without a posterior 
median extension 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs in la- 
goons and on outer reef slopes from depths of 
2 to 40 m. Feeds at night on fishes, shrimps, 
crabs, holothurians, and cephalopods. 


background colour dusky yellow 
to brow n. often with a series of 
yellowish brown stripes 


iMtjanus fulvus (Schneider, 1801) 


lAttjanm gihhus ( Forsskal. 1775) 


Ipfatc XI. 67) 


LUTJANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Humpback red snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau pagaie. 

Local names: Clijo. 

Size: To 50 cm. common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs, often 
schooling; from depths of 6 to at least 30 m. 
Feeds on fishes and a variety of invertebrates. 




prcopcrcular 
kni'b .iml noich 
well developed 


UH>ih patch oil 
vonuT crescentic, 
vviihoul a posterior 
median exienNion 


caudal fin deeply 
iofked, with 
munded lobes and 
u white margin 


background colour yellowish; 
soft part of dorsal and anal 
I'm with a while margin 
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iMljanusjohniH^Xoch, 1792) 


(plate XI, 68) 


LUTJANIDAE 



FAO names: En - John's snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau ziebelo. 


Local names: 


Size: To 70 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, bottom 
longlines, traps, and bottom trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Juveniles in brackish 
mangrove estuaries, adults probably on coral 
reefs; found to depths of 80 m. Feeds on 
fishes and benthic invertebrates. 


nils scukd 


hluck spot 


hackgnHind colour yellow 


iMtjanus kasmira {ForsukiA, 1775) 


(plate XI, 69) 


LUTJANIDAE 



preopercular knob and 
notch well developed 


4 blue stripes 


FAO names: En - (Jommon bluestripe snapper;. 
Fr - Vivaneau a rales bleues. 

Local names: Can-Gub. 

Size: To 35 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Coral reefs to depths of 
at least 60 m. Feeds on fishes, crustaceans, 
and cephalopoda. 


UM)ih patch ttn 
vomer crcsccntic. 
w iihout a pitslcrior 
median extension 


background colour 
yellowish 


■0K 



distance between 
upper jaw and 
ese narrow 


(plate XII, 70) 


LUTJANIDAE 


dark yellow to 
brownish stripe 


fins scaled 


FAO names: En - Bigeye snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau gros yeux. 

Local names: Can-Gub. 


tooth patch on 
vomer triangular, 
w ith u median 
posterior extension 


Size: To 30 cm, common to 20 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits offshore coral 
reefs to depths of at least 90 m. Feeds on 
fishes and crustaceans. 


iMtjanus lutjanus BUkH. 1 790 


body usually 
golden brown 
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Bony Fishes 


iM^anus monostigma (Cuvier. 1828) 


FAO names: En - Onespot snapper; 

Fr - Vivaneau eglefin. 

Local names: Can-Gub. 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs from 
depths of 5 to 30 m. Feeds on fishes and 
benthic crustaceans. 



(plate XII, 71) 


tooth patch on 
vomer crescenlic. 
uiihout a posterior 
median extension 


LUTJANIDAE 


usuallv a black 
blotch above 
lateral line 


hackgnnmJ colour 
yellowish pink 


iMtjanus rivulatus (Cuvier, 1828) 


FAO names: En - Blubberlip snapper; 

Fr - Vivaneau maori. 

Local names: Tar-Tawo carbeed. 

Size: To 65 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
gillnets, trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occasionally on coral 
reefs or shallow inshore flats; also in deeper 
waters up to a depth of 100 m. Feeds on 
fishes, cephalopods, and benthic crusta- 
ceans. 


(plate XII, 72) 


LUTJANIDAE 



iiKvih puich on 
votner crescentic, 
without a posterior 
median extension 


scales on sides brown-ed^ed and w ith 
2-^ bluish white central spots 


background colour 
olive-brow n to yellow ish 


di.stincll) pointed 



7-8 narrow brownish golden stripes 


(plate XII, 7.^) 


LUTJANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Russell’s snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau hublot. 


Local names: Can-Gub. 


Size: To 45 cm, common to 30 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
bottom trawls. 


background colour 
reddish to brownish 


tooth patch on 
\onKr tnangulji. 
with a postcrioi 
median exieitsion, 
or diumond-sfups'd 


iMljamts russelli (Blecker, 1849) 


Habitat and biology: In offshore coral reefs 
and inshore rock and coral reefs: juveniles in 
brackish mangrove estuaries and in the lower 
reaches of freshwater streams; down to a 
depth of 80 m. 


tnuiigulur. with a 
median extension 


diumorHi'shapcd 


vomerine l(Mith*putch 
on niof of mouth 
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XII, 74) 


LUTJANIDAE 


a hiiick vitiillc-likc 

hUnch 


FAO names; En - Humphead snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau telu. 


Local names: Ciijo-Tuurey. 

Size: To 85 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, vertical 
longlines. traps, and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On coral and rocky reefs 
to depths of at least 100 m. 


I Mtjanus sanguineus (Cuvier. 1828) 


background colour bright red 


palatine ycllou 




LUTJANIDAE 


caudal Hn 
slightly forked 


\ 

dislinclly pointed 


(plate XII. 75) 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
bottom trawls. 


subadull 


FAO names: En - Emperor red snapper; 
Fr- Vivaneau bourgeois. 

Local names: Clljo-gilrey. 

Size: To 1 .0 m, common to 60 cm. 


tooth patch on 
Nonicr crcsccntic 
iri.mgular. uithtnil 


background colotir a'ddish 


prvopcrcular knob 
and notch inodcralcly 
dex eloped 


Habitat and biology: In the vicinity of coral 
reefs and over adjacent sand flats: juveniles 
commensal with sea urchins or in mangrove 
areas; adults found in depths of 10 to 100 m. 
Feeds on fishes, benthic crustaceans, and 
cephalopoda. 


Ijitjanus sebae (Cuvier. 1 828) 




Macolor niger ( Forsskal. 1 77.5 ) 

FAO names: En - Black-and-white snapper; 
Fr - Vivaneau plate: 

Local names: Tar-Tawo. 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, glllnets, 
and traps. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs at depths 
of 5 to 90 m. Feeds mainly on fishes and 
crustaceans. 



(plaU- XIII, 76) 


LUTJANIDAE 



long pcclorul (in 


ct>lour: bljtck | 


jiiu'iiile 
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Bony Fishes 


Paracaesio xanthurm Bleeker. IK69 


(plate XIII, 77) 


LUTJANIDAE 



FAO names; En - Yellowtail blue snapper; 
Fr - Vivanette queue jaune. 

Local names: Carabi. 

Size: To about 40 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with handlines and bottom 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Over rocky bottoms at 
depths of 20 to 150 m. Feeds mainly on 
zooplankton. 


wale r«>us tht haek 
parallel i<> lateral line 


fins walelciis 


background colour blue; 
bright vcilow area on back 
extending to caudal fin 


upper and lower proHlcs 
of bead evenly rounded: 
bixly lusiform 


dorxal fin w ith 10 spines and 
usually 10 soft rays (rarely 1 1 > 



(plate XIII. 78) 


LUTJANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Pinjalo: Fr - Pinjalo. 

Local names: Ciijo. 

Size: To 50 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps and 
bottom trawls- 


Habitat and biology: On reefs and rocky bot- 
toms to depths of 60 m. Feeds on benthic and 
planktonic invertebrates. 

, Z 

dorsal and ventral 
profiles of hc;Kl ct|uplly 
rounded. eye placed on 
inidline of head 


Pinjalo pinjalo {QXcckcr, 1850) 


hns scaled 


caudal fin 
emarginate 
w ith a black 
margin 


background colour 
reddish 


Pristipomoides Jilamentosns (Valenciennes, 1830) 


(plate XIII. 79) 


LUTJANIDAE 




small blue spots 
on top of head 


Copyrighted material 


dorsal aiul caudal fin 
light blue or lavcndar with 
a'ddish oranee marelns 


background colour brow nish 
to reddish purple 


FAO names: En - Crimson jobfish; Fr - Colas 
fil. 

Local names: Carabi. 

Size: To 80 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom longlines and 
deep handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Over rocky bottoms be- 
tween depths of 90 and 360 m. Feeds on 
small fishes, crustaceans, and pelagic inver- 
tebrates. 


tongue 


liKKhless 


14-16 gill rakers 
on lower limb of 
r' arch (including 
rudiments) 
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Prislipomoides muUidens (Day. IS70) 


(plate XIII. 8AI 


LUTJANIDAE 




FAO names: En - Goldbanded jobfish, 
Fr - Colas a bandes dordes. 


ft foklcn. hn»kcn %lnpc^ 


•ocsl names: 

Size: To 90 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Over rocky bottoms at 
depths between 40 and 200 m. Feeds on 
.mall fishes, crustaceans. and< pelagic uro- 
hordates. 


yclkm ivh 


ha^d^ 


1 1 - 15 piil rukm 
<in Umcf limb <if 
l‘*an:hOiKiwlinp 
nidimcnls) 


background colour 
yelUmish lu pinki«h 


Pristipomoidts sirhttUii (Blocker. 1857) 


(plate XIII. 81) 


LUTJANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Lavender jobfishj^ 

Fr - Colas lavande. 

Local names; 

Size: To about 60 cm. common to 40 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom longlines and 
deep longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Over rocky bottoms at 
depths between 180 and 360 m. Feeds on 
fishes, crustaceans, and pelagic urochor- 
dates. 


vnuti dark ^po(v 
on lop i»f head 

oninge margin 


caudal (in purple, wiih a 
paler hind margin 

1 — " - ' V d. 


1 



iv-:: pill rulers 
on lim tr limb of 
I** arch (including 
rudinK*nlHi 


hackgrourKl cohnir 


fine Mralck.Nv 

silvery to pink 




Prislipomoides zonalus (ValoncienncN. 1830) 


(plate XIV. 82) 


LUTJANIDAE 



I hactpnmKl cnliHif pint In 


4 yellow or orange 
brttad. oblit]uc Kir> 


Hns scaletcxx 


FAO names: En - Obliquebanded snapper; 
Fr - Colas bagnard. 

Local names: Carabi. 


Size: To 50 cm. common to 35 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Over rocky bottoms be- 
tween depths of 70 and 300 m. Feeds on 
fishes, benthic and pelagic invertebrates. 


12-1.5 lower-gill 
raker> t»n I '* arch 
(including 
rudimentM 
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Bon y 


Caesio carrulaurea Latcpede. 1 802 


(plate XIV, K.3) 


CAESIONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Blue-and-gold fusilier; 

Fr - Caesio azuror. 

Local names: Carabi. 

Size: To 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, gillnets. traps, 
trawls, and handlines. 

Habitat and biology: A schooling species 
found in coastal waters, primarily around coral 
reefs. Feeds on zooplankton. 



Caesio lunaris CxivicT. 1830 


(plate XIV, 84) 


CAESIONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Lunar fusilier; Fr - Caesio a 
croissant. 

Local names: Carabi. 

Size: To about 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with drive-in nets, seines, 
and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Found in coastal areas, 
mainly on or near coral reefs. 



KmIv bluish 
or greyish 


Caesio teres Scale. 1 906 


FAO names: En - Yellow-and-blueback fusilier; 
Fr - Fusilier k dos jaune et bleu. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with drive-in nets, gill-nets, 
handlines, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling around coral 
reefs, with a preference of coralline lagoons. 
Feeds on zooplankton. 


(plate XIV, 85) 


CAESIONIDAE 



I (iluivh ^hIc. I 
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Caesio variUneata Carpenter. 1987 


AO names: En - Variablelined fusilier; 

•r - Fusilier a bandes varides. 

.ocal names: 

Size: To about 40 cm. 

Isherles: Caught with gillnets. handlines, 
ind traps. 

labitat and biology: Schooling around coral 
•eefs. Feeds on zooplankton. 


(plate XIV. 86) 
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CAESIONIDAE 



nxirc ilun I 
\clitm line 


hliick vtreakx 
and tips 


Caesio xanihonota Bleeker. 185.3 


FAO names: En - Yellowback fusilier; 

Fr - Fusilier a dos jaune. 

Local names: Carabi. 

Size: To about 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets, handlines, 
and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling around coral 
reefs. Feeds on zooplankton. 



(plate XIV. 87) CAESIONIDAE 


Diplerygonolus hallealus (Valenciennes. 1830) 


(plate XV. 88) 


CAESIONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Mottled fusilier; Fr - Fusilier 
marbrd. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught at night, using lights and 
dip nets; important as a tuna baitfish in some 
countries. 

Habitat and biology: A primarily nearshore 
pelagic species. Feeds on zooplankton. 



body v ery 
slender 


nuichcd 
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Bony ^i'.bc:^ 


Gymiwcaesio gymnopiera {WceVi-cx. IH56) 


(plate XV. K9) 


CAESKHNDAE 


FAO names: En - Slender fusittee; Fr - Fusilier 
^Idgant. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 18 cm. 

Fisheries. Caught with traps and drive-in 
nets; used as a baitfish for tuna. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters around 
coral reefs. Feeds on z(x>plankton. 






CAESIONIDAE 


(plate XV, 91 ) 


CAESIONIDAE 


(plate XV, 92) 


CAESIONIDAE 


FAO names: En - Goldband fusilier; 
Fr - Caesio a ceinfure d'or. 

Local names: 


Size: To about 21 cm. 


FAO names: En - Marr's fusilier; Fr - Fusilier 
de Marr. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with drive-in nets, gillnets. 
and traps. 


FAO names: En - Capricorn fusilier; Fr - Fu- 
silier capricorne. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 21 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters, around 
coral reefs. 


hclly pink 


Fisheries: Caught with drive-in nets, gillnets. 
handlines and occasionally with trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Sch<x)ls around coral 
reefs. Feeds on zooplankton. 


(plate XV, 90) 


yelktw stnpc (pinkish 
after deaihi umler lateral 
line, bruatfer in fntnt 


hodv blue above 
Uucml line 


Pterocaesio capricomis Smith & Smith. 196,3 


Plerocaesio chrysozona (Cuvier. 18.30) 


Pterocaesio marri Schxi\u . 1953 


Habitat and biology: Schools around coral 
reefs. Feeds on zooplankton. 
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Pterocaesio pisang iB\ecker. 1853) 


AO names: En - Banana fusilier; Fr - Fusilier 
anane. 

seal names; 

ize: To atJDUt 21 cm. 

Isheries: Caught with drive-in nets, gillnets. 
nd traps. 

abHat and biology: Schooling around coral 
refs. Feeds on zooplankton. 


(plate XVI, 93) 


CAESIONIDAE 



Plemcaesio tile (Cuvier. 1 8.30) 


( plate X VT. 94) CAESIONIDAE 


FAO names; En ■ Darkbanded fusilier; 

Fr - Fusilier a ligne olive. 

Local names: 

Size: To about 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with drive-in nets, gillnets. 
traps, and handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling around coral 
reefs. Feeds on zooplankton. 



dark hniun itr hliM.k■^h sinpc 


hrif>h( bluivh 
in lilc 


LOBOTIDAE 

Tripletails 



Ijtholes surinamensis ( BliK-h. 1 790) 

FAO names: En - Tripletail; Fr - Croupia 
roche. 

Local names: Jalow. 

Size: To 1 .0 m, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines, gillnets. 
traps, and hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters and 
muddy estuaries. Feeds on bottom-dwelling 
crustaceans and small fish. 
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Bony F ishc 


GERREIDAE 
Silverbiddies, mojarras 



Gems acinaces BIcckcr. 1854 


FAO names: En - Longtall silverbiddy; 

Fr - Blanche goubernail. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Favours shallow waters 
over sandy bottoms: from coral reefs to brack- 
ish lagoons. 


4. 3-5. 5 scale 
Kiwccn K»sc 5* 
spine jnJ lateral line 


bod> depth 2.S<2.9 times 
m standard length 


Gems filamentosus (Cuvier. 1829) 


FAO names: En - Whipfin silverbiddy: 

Fr - Blanche fil. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm. common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines and bot- 
tom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coastal waters 
to depths of at least 50 m. Feeds on benthic 
organisms living on sand and mud. 



GERREIDAE 


2"^ dorsjMin spine vers- hwg 
thui oiten hmken> 


Gems ohlimgus (Cuvier. 1 8.t0) 


GERREIDAE 


FAO names: En - Slender silverbiddy: 

Fr - Blanche diegante. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with setnets and beach 
seines. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Prefers coralline areas. 
Feeds on benthic organisms living on sandy 
bottoms. 
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Gerreso.vfn<i(Forsskal. 1775) 


GERREIDAE 


FAO names; En - Common silverbiddy; 
Fr - Blanche commune. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
seines. 

Habitat and biology: Along sandy beaches 
but also entering estuaries and brackish la- 
goons. 



^5-.W laicral-hnc >«.'4kN 


htidv ikpih 3-3.5 limes 
in slandani length 


HAEMULIDAE 

Grunts, sweetlips, rubberlips, hotlips 


Diagmmma pictum (Thunberg, 1792) 


(pliHfXVT.95) 



FAO names: En - Painted sweetlips; 

Fr - Diagramme voilier. 

Local names: Cadaasho. 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 45 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, bot- 
tom trawls, and longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coastal areas 
and coral reefs down to a depth of 80 m. 
Feeds on bottom invertebrates and fish. 


undepkide of heud 


9 -10 spines 


3 1 -36 soli ra>'s~| 


juveniles with longiludinal hlaek hantls. adults 
w iih splits disappearing in targe indis iduals 



Pleclorhinchiis chuhhi (Regun. 1919) 


(platv XVI, 96) 


HAEMULIDAE 



FAO names: En - Dusky rubberlip; Fr - Dia- 
gramme sombre. 

Local names: Matako. 

Size: To 75 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and gillnets. 
Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters 
near reefs: juveniles in weedy areas. 


I .hin 


uni)i*rsidtf of )u‘ad 
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Bony FK hfs 



(platf XVI, 97) 


HAEMULIDAE 

19-22 wfl ray\ [ 


FAO names: En - Lemon sweetlip; Fr - Dia- 
gramme citron. 

Local names; Xabkoole. | oningc iinc^ 

Size: To 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Inhabits coastal waters 
near reefs and weedy areas. Feeds on fishes 
and crustaceans. 


underside uf head 


Pleclorhinchus flavomaculatus (Ehronbcrg. 1830) 


juvenile 



I .r spines I 


HAEMULIDAE 


(plate XVI. 98) 


FAO names: En - Blackspotted rubberlip: 

Fr - Diagramme mouchete. 

Local names: Xabkoole-Fil-Fil. 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with handlines and by 
spear. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters. 

5-7 hijck buiuK 


mtHJih red in^idc 


undi^rside of heud 


juvenik 


PlectoHtinchus gaterinus (Forsskal, 1775) 


citluur vcllowish 
grev Mvilh dark spots 
on Ktdy and fins 


Pleciorhinchus gihhosus (Laccpedc. 1802) 


<plali> XVI, 99) 


HAEMULIDAE 
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FAO names: En - Harry hotlips; 
Fr - Diagramme noir. 

Local names: Matako-Tuurey. 
Size: To 70 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handlines, spears, and 
gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal reefs, sand- 
banks, and near estuaries. 


r/ Ml 

underside of head 


lips llcshy. 
greatly swollen 
vvtili auc 


I 15- U> soft rays 
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Pleclorhinchus paulayi Sleinduchncr. I S95 


FAO names: En - Zebra sweetllp: Fr - Oia- 
gramme zebre. 

Local names: Tar-Tabo. 

Size: To about 45 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines. 

Habitat and biology: A rare species, taken in 
inshore. 



HAEMULIDAE 



6 oHique (tori 
lines 


16 s«>ft mvs 


ImkI> silvery 
grc> 


Pleclorhinchus ptagiodesmus Kowicr, 1935 


M spines 


jlmost divided 


HAEMULIDAE 



1516 soft rays 


FAO names: En - Barred rubberlip; Fr - Dia- 
gramme rayb. 

Local names: Matako-Tuurey. 

Size: To about 90 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and by 
spear. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coral reefs, 
often seen in pairs. 

ft fKlfCS [ 


uliemjiin^ t«3uipe and 
black Stripes 


undiTNidi* of head 



Pleclorhinchus playfairi ( Pcllcgrin. 1914) 


FAO names: En - Whitebarred rubberlip; 

Fr - Diagramme rayons de soleil. 

Local names: Sufac. 

Size: To 90 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handline and spear. 
Habitat and biology: In coral reefs, down to 
a depth of 80 m. 



iplulr XVI. HMD HAEMULIDAE 



4 nomm uhiic bars on grey 
lit black hockgriHind 
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Bony Fishes I 


Plectorhinchus scholaf ( Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names; En - Minstrel sweetlip: 

Fr - Diagramme menestrel. 

Local names: Matako. 

Size: To 80 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and by 
spear. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters 
near reefs. 



(plate XVH. 101 1 HAEMULIDAE 



red tipercular 
nKmbnmc 


I 




undeptide of head 


Plectorhinchus sordidus ( Klun/.inger. I S70) 


FAO names: En - Sordid rubberlip; Fr - Dia- 
gramme a levres rouges. 

Local names: Matako. 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits Inshore and 
offshore rocks and coral reefs. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 



1 2 spinet 


HAEMULIDAE 



I 1 8-20 rays ) 


body dusky grey lo 
hnm nish grey 


underside of head 


Plectorhinchus vittatus (Linnaeus. 1758) 

FAO names: En - Oriental sweetlips; 

Fr - Diagramme oriental. 

Local names: Geedoy. 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and by spear. 
Habitat and biology: Inhabits coral reefs and 
inshore rocky reefs. 

Remarks: In Fischer and Bianchi, 1984, listed 
as Pleclorhim hiis orienialis (Bloch, 1793). 



underside iifliead 



(plate XVII. 102) 


upjKT bandv 
hori/onuliv 


HAEMULIDAE 
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5 scale rows 
hclwccn lateral 
line und origin of 
dorsal fin 


HAEMULIDAE 


FAO names: En - Silver grunt; Fr - Grondeur 
argente. 

Local names: 

Size: To 52 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, bottom 
longlines, gillnets, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 


juvrnile 


Pomadasys argenteus (ForsskSI, 1775) 


2 pores and 
a median pit 
on chin 


Pomadasys commersonni (Laccpcdc. 1802) 


FAO names: En - Smallspotted grunter; 

Fr - Grondeur mouchetd. 

Local names: Matako-Tuurey. 

Size: To 50 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, bottom 
longlines, gillnets, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters, 
sheltered estuaries and tidal creeks. Feeds 
on fishes and crustaceans. 



HAEMULIDAE 




Pomadasys furcatus (.Schneider. 1801 ) 


FAO names: En - Banded grunter; Fr - Goret 
^ six bandes. 


Local names: Huuqle. 

Size: To 38 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters 
near reefs. 



(plate XVI, 103) 


HAEMULIDAE 



underside of head 
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Bt>nv Fishes 


Pomadasys kaakan (Cuvier, 1830) 


(plate XVII. 104) 


HAEMULIDAE 


FAO names: En - Javelin grunler; 

Fr - Grondeur javelot. 

Local names: Huuqle. 

Size: To 80 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, bottom 
longlines, grilnets, and traps. 

Habitat artd biology: Inhabits coastal waters, 
at depths of about 60 m. 




(lari hrtmn to greyish 
spots, forming transverse 
bars in juveniles and 
disappearing with age 


2*.' rows of 
brown spots 
on dorsal fin 


Pomadasys maculalum (Bloch. 1797) 


(plate XVII. 105) 


HAEMULIDAE 


FAO names: En - Saddle grunt: Fr - Grondeur 
selle. 

Local names: Huuqle. 

Size: To 50 cm. common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, hand- 
lines. and traps. 

Habitat and biology: inhabits coastal waters, 
to a depth of about 40 m. 




Pomadasys multimacuUuum (Flayfair. 1866) 


HAEMULIDAE 


FAO names: En - Cock grunter; Fr - Grondeur 
coq. 

Local names: Huuqle. 

Size: To 76 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 




underside of head 
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Pomadasys otivaceum (Day. 1875) 


HAEMULIDAE 


FAO names: En - Olive grunt; Fr - Goret olive. 
Local names: Matako. 

Size: To 31 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, bottom 
longlines, handlines, gillnets, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 



underside of head 



lar;gc blotch 
NirJcrcJ hv yellow 
antcriorK 


II*I2 soft rays 


Pomadasys stridens (Forsskal. 1775) 


FAO names: En - Striped piggy; Fr - Goret A 
trois bandes. 

Local names: Geedoy. 

Size: To 16 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 
Feeds on crustaceans and fishes. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 



HAEMUUDAE 



dark hanJ> on body, ibe loMcrmost 
extending through eye lo caudal 


pelvic fins and anal 
fin Nclluu 


SPARIDAE 
Porgies, seabreams 



Acanthopagrus herda (Forsskal. 1775) 


(platvXVH, 106) 



FAO names: En - Picnic seabream; Fr - Pagre 
picnic. 

Local names: Bir-Birtoy. 

Size: To 90 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Mainly on rough and 
muddy sand grounds in coastal waters. Feeds 
on benthic invertebrates. 


riRhl half of upper jaw 
fmm below 


pitstcnor molar mti 
greatly enlarged 


inierorbital 


scale less 


dusky with a 
\ellow tmee 
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Bony Fishes 


Acanihopagrus bifascialus (Forsskal. 1775) 


(plate XVII, 107) 


SPARIDAE 



brijiht yellow 


FAO names: En - Twobar seabream; 

Fr - Pagre double bande. 

Local names: Tar-Tawo. 

Size: To 50 cm. common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines, handlines, 
stakenets, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow coastal wa- 
ters, mainly around coral reefs; enters estuar- 
ies and bays. 


nnulu yellow 


right hair of upptT 
from below 


no ^reaU> cnljrgeJ 
ptiNlcrior niolar 


Argyrops JUanteniostts (Valenciennes. 1830) 


SPARIDAE 



1'* 2 Npines 
\ cry vhon 


FAO names: En - Soldierbream; Fr - Spare 
soldat. 

Local names: 

Size: To 70 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, handlines, and 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: On reefs. Feeds on ben- 
thic invertebrates. 


scaled 


inierorl>ital 

i 

area 

f 


at I'ront of jaw vomc 
enlarged canines, 
molars proeni hui not 
grcall) enlarged 


Argyrops spinifer Forsskal. 1 775 ) 


FAO names: En - King soldier bream; 
Fr - Spare royal. 

Local names: Tar-Tawo. 


Size: To 70 cm. common to 30 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, longli- 
nes, handlines, and traps. 


Habitat and bioiogy: Bottom-dwelling, most 
common between depths of 5 and 100 m. 
Feeds on benthic invertebrates, mainly mol- 
luscs. 


scaled 

inlerorhiial 



area 

' \ 


at from of jaw some 
enlarged canines, 
molars present hut not 
greatly enlarged 



(plaU- XVIII. lOS) 


SPARIDAE 


l^rj.^ih ..pinp elongated 


all fms red 
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FAO names: En - Santer seabream; 

Fr • Dente nufar. 

Local names: Tar-Tawo. 

Size: To 75 cm, common between 25 and 
35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines, handlines, 
and bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: At moderate depths in 
shelf waters. 


I -7^ spine elongated 
1 


SPARIDAE 


6 dark hats, 
dis^ippcarin)! 
in adullv 


(Virimeriu.v ni//nr(Ehrcnbcrg in Cuvier & Valcneicnnes. 1830) 


iHJicr iceth 
cunmcN. 
molap> 
absent 


binK moderately 
deep 


I 


Crenidens crenidens (F-orsskal, 1775) 


(plate Will. IIM) 


SPARIDAE 


FAO names: En - Karanteen seabream: 

Fr - Saupe de Mer rouge. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trammelnets and 
beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy bottoms in 
shallow coastal waters. 






WV 


molurifi>mi 


edge 

teeth absent 


crenulaled 


i. 

Ut-lh 



b(Kl> moderately 
deep 



Pagellus af/hiis Boulengcr. 1887 


SPARIDAE 


FAO names: En - Arabian pandora: 
Fr - Pageot d'Arabie. 

Local names: 


Size: To 37 cm, common to 2 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Over various grounds, 
down to a depth of 150 m: omnivorous with 
preference for carnivorous diet. 


no enlarged teeth at Imnt of 
jaws, nktiars present 


I 




Kkly slender, depth 
times in 
standard length 


upper ju>i 
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Bony Fishes 



SPARIDAE 


filuc spot^ on each scale 
forming lines 


btidy nuxlcraiely deep 


Polysleganus coenileopunctatus Klunzingcr. 1870 


FAO names: En-- Blueskin seabream; 

Fr - Dente a points bleus. 

Local names: Bir-Birtoy. 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with line gear. 

Habitat and biology: Mainly in deep waters 
around reefs: carnivorous predator. 


outer leelh 


mo ars 


ubscni 


Rhahdosargus haffara (Forsskal. 1775) 


SPARIDAE 


FAO names: En - Haffara seabream: 

Fr - Sargue haffara. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trammelnets, gillnets, 
beach seines, and handiines. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Mainly around coral 
reefs and over sandy or mud-sandy bottoms. 
Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 




body slender, depth 
2. .^-3 limes in 
standard length 


Rhahdosargus sarha (Forsskal, 1775) 


SPARIDAE 


FAO names: En - Goldlined seabream: 

Fr - Sargue dore. 

Local names: 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, gillnets, 
longlines, handlines, and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic in coastal waters 
to depths of 60 m, sometime entering estuaries. 
Feeds on bottom-living invertebrates. 



pstslcrior iiKtlar 
greatly enlarged 


ight hulf of uppiT jau 
from bidoM 



dusky yellowish 
green 


stripes 
on btHly 
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LETHRIMDAE 

Emperors, pigface breams, largeeye breams 


(inallutdenlex auroHneatus ( Lacepede. I S02 ) 


(plate XVIII, lllll 

I 



FAO names: En - Striped largeeye bream; 
Fr - Empereur striee. 

Local names: Qashaar. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with spears, traps, gilinets. 
and handlines. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs at depths 
of 3 to 20 m; forms aggregations of a hundred 
or more individuals. Feeds on benthic inver- 
tebrates. 


iicniiirui^icd 

ndj;c 


dymniKranius elongalus Sentu. 1973 


(plate XVIII, 112) 


LETHRINIDAE 



FAO names : En - Forktail largeeye bream. 
Local names: 


Size; To 35 cm, common to 25 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology . Benthic on the continen- 
tal shelf, at depths of 50 to 100 m. Feeds on 
bottom-living invertebrates. 


nuMlIu Nurtacc 
sniiHiih 




checks utih 
scales and vka>> 
blue lines 


iplaleWIII. Ill) 


LETHRINIDAE 


Fisheries; Caught with bottom longlines. and 
bottom trawls. 


Size: To 80 cm, common to 50 cm. 


Habitat and biology: Benthic on the continen- 
tal shelf and offshore rocky bottoms, at depths 
between 50 and 100 m. Feeds on small fish 
and bottom-living invertebrates. 


Local names: Matako. 


FAO names: En - Bluelined largeeye bream; mmiiia surfjiv 
Fr - Empereur tatue. 


(iymmicranius grandoculis (Vaicneienno. IS30) 


b«id> depth 2 .^-2-5 limes 
in standard length 
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Itoin Fi'^ho 


iMhrinus borbunicus Valenciennes. I S.^O 


(pluti-WIII. 113) 


LETHRINIDAE 



Size: To 40 cm, common between 20 to 30 cm. 
Fisheries; Caught with traps, trawls, and 
handlines. 


FAO names: En - Snubnose emperor. 
Local names: 


retkilvh 

nuryins 


Habitat and biology: During daytime in sandy 
areas near reefs, to depths of about 40 m, 
sometimes in groups: at night solitary, feeding 
on echinoderms, molluscs, and crustaceans in 
shallow waters. 


t; hocks 
Milhtnit 
soak*' 


h(xi> greenish grey or 
yelkm-hnmn. irregular pailcm 
of hritkcn dusky on sides 


Ixihrinus erythracanihiis Valenciennes. I S.tO 


(pluir \l\, 114) 


LETHRINIDAE 



Fisheries: Caught with handlines, vertical 
longline, traps, and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits deep lagoons 
and channels, outer reef slopes and adjacent 
soft-bottom areas: at depths of 20 to 120 m. 
Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 


FAO names: En - Orange-spotted emperor. 
Local names: 


Size: To 70 cm, common to 50 cm. 


E 


i)(lL*n trrjngc 
spo|\ 


body brow n lo dark grey . m ilh 
indistinct small dark and light spots 





FAO names: En - Thumbprint emperor: 
Fr - Empereur Saint Pierre. 

Local names: Tan-Gub. 


(plate \IX, 115) 


LETHRINIDAE 


large bla«.'k blotch | 
ed ged **^^j^^*^^* j 


size: To 50 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with shore seines, gillnets. 
traps, and handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow sandy areas, 
coral rubble, mangroves, lagoon, and sea- 
grass areas inshore and adjacent to coral 
reefs. Feeds on benthic invertebrates and 
small fish. 


checks 

w ithoul 
scales 


l^thrinus harak (Forsskal. 177.5) 


Copyrighted material | 





iui^ u> Spec ies 


l^thrinus lentjan (Lacepede, 1802) 


251 


(plate XIX. 116) 


LETHRINIDAE 



bixl> jcrccnish (*rgrcy. ccnircs 
ol sculcv ollcn (tcjrlv uhilc 


inner base 
Miih<»ui M.alcs or 
panialK ^calcll 


checks 

UllhiHll 

scales 




FAO names: En - Pinkear emperor; Fr - Em- 
3ereur lentille. 

Local names: Maxaaso. 

Size: To about 50 cm, common to 30 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, 
rawls, beach seines, and gillnets. 
ilabitat and biology: Over sandy bottom in 
coastal areas, deep lagoons, and near coral 
■eefs to depths of 50 m. Feeds on benthic 
nvertebrates. 


I I/;; scale row > 

, aboNC lateral line 



Ixlhrinus mahsena (Forsskal. 1775) 


IplalcXIX. 117 and 118) 


LETHRINIDAE 


AO names: En - Sky emperor; Fr - Empereur 
ahsena. 

.ocal names: Caroole, Dhan-Guduud. 
size: To 65 cm, common between 35 and 45 cm. 
-Isherles: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
rawls. 

abitat and biology: On coral reefs and ad- 
acent sandy and seagrass areas. Feeds on 
schinoderms, crustaceans, and fishes. 


rH»d> yelh»u i\h to greenish blue 
usiiiillv w Mh 10 ilarker bars 


4 l/J v,ale n>ws 
above l.iicTiil line 



IjCthrinus miemdon Valenciennes. 1 8.50 


(plate ,XIX, 119) 


LETHRINIDAE 



inner base 
withmii scales 


cheeks 

uiihoui 

scales 


FAO names: En - Smalltooth emperor: 

Fr - Empereur tidents. 

Local names: Orofay. 

Size: To about 70 cm, common between 30 
and 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, gill- 
nets. and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Sandy areas near coral 
reefs to depths of about 800 m. 
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iMhrinus nehulosus (ForNskal, 1775) 


(plati-MV 120) 


licry I'lvh. 

LETHRINIDAE 



membranes ot inner 
rays nH)>»lly dark 


Size: To about 80 cm. common between 20 
and 50 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with handiines, traps, 
seines, and giiinets. 

Habitat and biology: Nearshore and offshore 
coral reefs, coralline lagoons, seagrass beds, 
mangrove swamps and coastal sand and rock 
areas to depths of 75 m. Feeds mainly on 
benthic invertebrates. 


FAO names: En - Spangled emperor; 

Fr - Empereur moris. j blue >pi»|s 

Local names: Dhuuwane. I 


5 I/' rows 
jiHoe Ijicral Imc 


Jusrnitf 


iMhrinus ohsolelus (Forsskal. 1775) 


(pluti- XX. 121 ) LETHRINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Orangestriped emperor; 

Fr - Empereur a bandes oranges. 

Local names: 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, shore seines, 
giiinets. handlines, and trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Seagrass beds, sand 
and rubble areas of lagoons and reefs to 
depths of 30 m. Feeds on crustaceans, mol- 
luscs. and echinoderms. 



' 1/2 M.4lc tows 

jbi>\e Ijicral line 


mcmhruics of timer 
ruys mostly clear 


iMlirinus oUraceus Valenciennes. IS.tO 


LETHRINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Longface emperor; 

Fr - Empereur gueule longue. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 .0 m, common to 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, 
trawls, and giiinets. 

Habitat and biology: Sandy coastal areas, 
lagoons and reef slopes to depths of 185 m. 
Feeds mainly on fish, crustaceans, and 
cephalopods. 



5 1/2 scale n»w s 
abme lateral Ihk* 


cheeks 

Without 

svak's 
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l^thrinus nihriopervuiatiis Salo. 1978 

FAO names: En - Spotcheek emperor; 

Fr - Empereur honteux. 

Local names: Orofay. 

5lze: To 50 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines, traps, and 
rawls. 

riabitat and biology: Sand and rubble areas 
3f outer reef slopes to depths oM 60 m. Feeds 
}n fish, crustaceans, echinoderms, and mol- 
uscs 


25.1 


(plait- XX. 122) LETHRINIDAE 



4 1/2 NCjIC lOttN 

aK>\e laicnl line 


u iJc icJ sealclcvs 
patch tm upper 
margin of «»pcrde 


checkv 

umIkiui 

scales 


inner base 
u iihmit wales 


iMhrinus variegalus Valenciennes. IH.K) 


(plait- XX. 123) 


LETHRINIDAE 


FAO names: En - Slender emperor; 

Fr - Empereur bas cou. 

Local names: Huud. 

Size: To about 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with shore seines, and 
Irawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Sandy and weedy areas 
near coral reefs. Feeds on small benthic in- 
vertebrates. 



4 )/2 n-vfcN j 
ahose lateral Imc ■ 


vef^ slcnticr. 3 4-3.9 
Itincs in slandani lenjith 


Monotaxis graiidoculis (Forsskal. 1775) 


(plait- XX. 124) 


LETHRINIDAE 




(t-t-lh in Inut-r juH 


FAO names: En - Humpnose bigeye bream; 
Fr - Empereur bossu. 

Local names: Qashaar. 


Size: To 60 cm, common lo 40 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with gillnets. traps, spears, 
and handlines. 


JcntKulaicJ 

ridge 


Habitat and biology: Near coral reefs at 
depths of 3 to 60 m. Feeds mainly on gastro- 
pods, ophiuroids, and echinoids. 
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Bony Kishes 


NEMIPTERIDAE 

Threadfin breams, monocle breams, dwarf monocle breams 



Habitat and biology: Benthic on sand or mud 
bottoms in depths between 18 and 100 m. 

Feeds on crustaceans, cephalopods, small 
fishes, and polychaetes. 

spine aivscnt. 
Iraiisverse s».‘alc tows 
on |Hvt>pcrclc 


5*7 pale greenish 
)cllo\s sinpcs 


(platrW, 1251 


FAO names: En - Delagoa threadfin bream; 
Fr - Cohana delago. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and bottom 
trawls. 


2*4 longmitliiial yeilovs 
siripes on anal fin 


Nemipterus hipundatus (Hhrenberg. IK.10) 



suNtihtlal spine ahseiil. 
4 iransserse sLale mws 
iH) preofvrele 


reti-sulhiscvl 
yelloM hloieli 


(plate XX, 126) NEMIPTERIDAE 


FAO names: En - Japanese threadfin bream; 
Fr - Cohana japonaise. 

Local names: Huuqle-Baraawe. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines, bottom 
trawls, and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic in coastal wa- 
ters, found on sand bottoms in depths of 5 to 
80 m; usually schooling. Feeds on small 
fishes and benthic invertebrates. 


I|.|2|>jl(; 
>cllovy stripe 


yellow 

fibmeni 


Nemipterus japonicus ) Blodi. 1791) 


Nemipterus randalii Russell. 1986 


(plate XX, 127) NEMIPTERIDAE 



FAO names: En - Randall's threadfin bream. 
Local names: 

Size: attains at least 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic on sand or mud 
bottoms in depths of 22 to 225 m. 


yellow stripes 
xrlow laterjl line 


light reiklish 
caudal fiiament 
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Nemipterus zysron (BIceker. 1856-57) 


FAO names: En - Slender Ihreadfin bream; 
Fr - Cohana el6gante. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic on sand bot- 
toms near rocks in depths between 10 and 
125 m. Feeds on benthic organisms. 


(plate XX, 128) NEMIPTERIDAE 



suh«»rhMal spine 
3 •ranwcisc sv'alc rows 
nn prco|KTcle 


sh«tii \ciltm 
lilamcnl 



(plate XXI. 129) 


NEMIPTERIDAE 


Parascolopsis aspinosa (Rao and Rao. 1981 ) 


FAO names: En - Smooth dwarf monocle 
bream; Fr - Mamila lisse. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found on sand 
or mud bottoms in offshore waters, in depths 
of 20 to 225 m. Feeds on benthic inverte- 
brates. mjr}:in Mihnnh or 

ssiih lins spines. 4*5 iranwersv' 
s*.-ak* Mtws tni prciipcu-lc 


inicmrbilal 


space 


compicict) 


sea cd 


Parascolopsis eriomma (Jordan and Richardson. 190‘J) 


(plate XXI. 1501 


NEMIPTERIDAE 


FAO names: En - Rosy dwarf monocle bream; 
Fr - Mamila rosee. 

Local names: Qashaar. 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with longllnes and bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic on sand or mud 
bottoms in offshore waters in depths of 25 to 
175 m. Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 

NuKtibiul margin senate, a small 
spine at up|Vi cornel. 4-.^ 
transverse scale rtiw s «»n preojvrc Ic 



17-19 gill rakers 
on I '• arch 


Parascolopsis townsendi Boulenger, 1901 


NEMIPTERIDAE 



FAO names: En - Scaly dwarf monocle bream; 
Fr - Mamila mignone. 

Local names: 


Size: To 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic on sand or mud 
bottoms in offshore waters in depths of 100 to 
410 m. Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 


suhs>rbital scaly, 
inojgin serrate, no spine 
at upper comer 
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Bony Fishes 


Scolopsis himaciilatiis Riippcll. 1828 


FAO names: En - Thumbprint monocle bream; 
Fr - Mamila Saint Pierre. 

Local names: Can-Gub. 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, hand- 
lines. traps, and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic in inshore wa- 
ters; usually on coral reefs or on sand and mud 
bottoms near coral reefs, in depths to 60 m. 
Feeds on crustaceans, molluscs, echino- 
derms, and fishes. 


(plate \XI. 1311 


NEMIPTERIDAE 



large Nuhofbital 
spine picseni 


1-2 hnwnish 
hliitclics 


blue Niripc 
joining c>es 


Scolopsis ghanam (ForNskal. 177.5) 


FAO names: En - Arabian monocle bream; 

Fr - Mamila arabe. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, hand- 
lines. traps, and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, found in in- 
shore waters on shallow sandy bottoms close 
to coral reefs. Feeds on crustaceans, mol- 
luscs, echinoderms, and fishes. 



dark bnm n or 
blaiL'ksp«>tN 


IpluU-XXI. 132) 


NEMIPTERIDAE 


Scolopsis taeniaUts (Ehrenberg. 1830) 


FAO names: En - Blackstreak monocle bream; 
Fr - Mamila dos noir. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Benthic, commonly as- 
sociated with reefs. 



brge suNtrbiial 
spine preseni 


dark brown or 
black streak abosc 
luterul lino 


(plaU-XXI. 133) 


NEMIPTERIDAE 


Scolopsis Yosmeri (Bloch. 1792) 


(pla(f XXL 134) 


NEMIPTERIDAE 


FAO names: En - Whitecheek monocle bream; 
Fr - Mamila joues blanches. 

Local names: Bir-Birtoy. 

Size: To 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, hand- 
lines, and traps. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Benthic in inshore wa- 
ters. usually on sand or mud bottoms close to 
reefs. 
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SCIAENIDAE 

Croakers, drums, meagres, weakfishes 


Johnius (Jolinius) amblycephalus (Bleckcr. 1855) 



FAO names; En - Bearded croaker; 
Fr - Courbine barbiche. 

Local names: 

Size: To 23 cm. 


imiuth 

intVnor 


2*^ and .V** vpmc 
cl« 'finale 


Fisheries; Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, down 
to a depth of 40 m. 

Remarks: In Fischer and Blanch!. 1984. listed 
as J. ilii.ssiimieri (Valenciennes. 1833). 


I hluni hartx'l 
v^ilhiKil ptne al Up 


lui)!c and miuII iceth in upper jask 
iHily, ihc lar^c tmes forming iHitcr 
closc'^ci scriev 


gill raKcr\ i 
lower limb of T' 


^ 

swimbtaikicr hamnwr-shaped. 

with M-I.f pairv of appendages Kf* j _ 


swimhlurlder 


Johnius (Johnieops) dussumieri (Cuvier. 18.50) 


SCIAENIDAE 



Fisheries; Caught with bottom trawls, gillnets. 
and bagnets. 

Habitat and biology. In Inshore and coastal 
waters, down to a depth of 40 m. Feeds on 
invertebrates and small fishes. 

Remarks: In Fischer and Blanchl. 1984. listed 
as (Cuvier. 1930). 

12 lb gill rakers on lower 
limb of I'* gill aa'h 


FAO names: En - Dussumler s croaker; 
Fr - Courbine de Dussumier. 


Local names: 


Size: To 40 cm. 


2.S-.^P soli rays 




widely spaced 
enlarged ixitcr 
leclh 


small and large icelh both 
in upper and lower jaw 



swimMadder hamnK'r shaped. 
w ilh 14*15 pairs of appendages 


swimhliidder 
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Bony Fishes 


Otolithes ruber ( Schneider. I SO I ) 


SCIAENIDAE 




swimhluildcr 
carrot- vliapcd. uiih 
pairs of 
appendages 


sHiitihludder 


27*30 soft ra>s 


1 

2 pairs of 

strong canines 

m 

upper jatA 

and 

1 pair at lip 

ot 

low er Jaw 


b«»dy slender, greatest 
depth 4*5 times in 
standard length 


FAO names: En - Tigertooth croaker; 

Fr - Grande verrue tigre. 

Local names: Laqanto. 

Size: To 80 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, gillnets 
and handlines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters, 
down to a depth of 40 m. 


U»\vcr javs 
projecting 


x-n gill 
on limer hmh 
of I'* arch 


Vmhrina canariensis Valenciennes. 1 84,1 


SCIAENIDAE 



26-2‘i s<»ft ravs trarcly 25*32j 


rounded to 
u edge-shaped 


FAO names: En - Canary drum; Fr - Ombrine 
bronze. 

Local names: 

Size: To 80 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits shallow coastal 
waters. 


hjrivl wilh 
pore al tip 


underside nf head 


MULLIDAE 


Goatfishes 


MuHoidichthys flavoHneatus (I.acepede. 1802) 


(plate XXII. 115) 


MULLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Yellowstripe goatfish; 

Fr - Capucina a bande jaune. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, hook-and-line, 
and spears. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters, on 
sand bottoms of calm lagoons and bays. 



blackish 

s|>«H 
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Mulhidichthys vaniciilensis (Valenciennes. 1 8.M ) 


(plate WII. I.Vil 


MULLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Yellowfin goatfish; 

Fr - Capucina de Vanicolo. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 38 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, glllnets, hook- 
and-line. and spears. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters, on 
sand bottoms of calm lagoons and bays; forms 
aggregations on coral reefs during the day. 
feeds individually at night. 



.'2--^* gill rjkcfN 
tin I arch 


>clUm siripc edged 
uiih blue 


5 \cjIc nmv 


Pampeneus harherinus (Laeepede. ISOI ) 


(plate XXII, 137) 


MULLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Dash-and-dot goatfish: 

Fr - Rouget-barbet barberin. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 50 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, shore 
seines, and trapnets. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters on 
sandy bottoms, but reported to a depth of 100 m. 
Feeds mainly on benthic crustaceans and poly- 
chaetes. 



dark hf\mn uhii>c 
and uhitish bclovi 
w ilh dark sinpc 


Pampeneus hifasciatus (Laeepede, ISOI ) 


(plate XXII. I3S) 


MULLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Doublebar goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-barbet double-tache. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 35 cm, common to 27 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with shore seines and with 
hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs from 
depths of a few to 60 m; feeds mainly on crabs 
and other crustaceans. 




Pampeneus cinnaharinus (Cuvier, IS2y) 


FAO names: En - Cinnabar goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-barbet cinnabare. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 24 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Lives over silty and bot- 
toms, rarely in depths less than 15 m. 



(plate XXII. 1.31) 


MULLIDAE 
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Bony Fishes 



(plate XXII. 140 and 141) 


MULLIDAE 


yellow saddle 


Pantpeneus cycloslomus ( Lucepode. 1801) 


FAO names; En - Goldsaddle goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-barbet dore. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 50 cm, common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with lines, seines, and traps. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs: feeds 
mainly on small fish. 

harlKis extending to or heyond 
pttsichor end of iKad 


Panipenetis forsskali (Fourmanoir and Gue/.c, 1976) 


(plate XXII, 142) 


MULLIDAE 



Size: To 28 cm, common to 22 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line, traps, 
and gillnets. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Very common in shallow 
waters on sand bottoms near coral reefs. 


> ntws of sL'ules 


[low ahoxe and whitish 
beUtw dark stripe 


dark spot 


Local names: 


FAO names: En - Red Sea goatfish; 
Fr - Rouget-barbet a bande noire. 


Parupeneus indicus (Shaw. ISO.t) 


FAO names: En - Indian goatfish: Fr - Rouget- 
barbet Indian. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
trapnets. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits shallow coastal 
waters. 



(plate XXIII, 143) 


MULLIDAE 


3 n>ws of scales I 


elongate 
yellow spot 


Parupeneus macronema (Laeepede. 1801 ) 


(plate XXIII. 144) 


MULLIDAE 



dark spi>t usually 
larger than eye 


FAO names: En - Longbarbel goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-barbet bandeau. 

Local names; Fangalaato. 

Size: To 32 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, shore 
seines, and trapnets. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters on 
sandy or weedy bottoms. 

long. reaching to 
pehic-lin base 


ImhIv reddish 
brown 
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Parupeneus pleurosligma (Bennett. 18.^1 ) 


FAO names: En • SIdespot goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-barbet pastille. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps and gillnets. 

Habitat and bioiogy : Primarily an insular spe- 
cies, in clear water near coral reefs: feeds on 
benthic invertebrates. 



(plate XXIII, 145) 


MULLIDAE 


2-? of scales 


pate urea 


often dusky 
vuddle 


Parupeneus rubescens (Laccpedc. 1801) 


FAO names: En - Rosy goatfish; Fr - Rouget- 
barbet selie. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 23 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and gill- 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters at 
depths more than 15 m; associated more with 
turbid water and silty sand bottoms than with 
coral reefs. 



MULLIDAE 



(plate XXIII, 146) 


MULLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Bensasi goatfish; 
Fr - Rouget-souris bensasi. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 20 cm, common to 13 cm. 


7 spines. 

I'* ibc loiijicsi 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
trapnets. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, down 
to a depth of about 40 m; schooling; feeds on 
benthic invertebrates. 


L'peneus bensasi (Tcmminck and .Schlegel. 1842) 


B 


Upeneus moluccensis ( B leckcr, 1855) 


FAO names: En - Goldband goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-souris bande or. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 20 cm, common to 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with shore seines and bot- 
tom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On mud bottoms at 
depths of 10 to 40 m. 



(plate XXIII, 147) 


MULLIDAE 


slnpcs only on 
upper lobe 
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Bony Fishes 


L'penetis sulphureus Cuvier. 1829 


FAO names: En - Sulphur goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-souris aurore. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 23 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with shore seines, bottom 
trawls, and trapnets. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Schooling in coastal 
waters at depths of 20 to 60 m: enters estuar- 
ies. 



MULLIDAE 


(plate Will. 148) 


Upeneus taeniopterus Cu\'icr. 1829 


FAO names: En - Pinstripe goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-souris raye. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 33 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, traps, gillnets, 
and castnets. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters on 
sandy bottoms near coral reefs. 



(plate Will. 149) 


MULLIDAE 


Vpeneus lrai;iila Richardst)n. 1 84.S 


FAO names: En - Freckled goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-souris a bande sombre. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 23 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, shore 
seines, and trapnets. 

Habitat and biology: On sand or silty sand 
bottoms near coral reefs from depths of a few 
to at least 40 m. 



(plate Will. 150) 


MULLIDAE 



(plate WIV. 151) 


MULLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Striped goatfish; 

Fr - Rouget-souris orange. 

Local names: Fangalaato. 

Size: To 28 cm, common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, shore 
seines, and boat seines. 

Habitat and biology: In turbid waters over 
mud bottoms from depths of a few to about 
100 m. 


4 orange-yellow 
slnpcv 


Vpenem vitlaliis (Forsskal. 1775) 
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Seachubs. rudderfishes, stonebreams 
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Kyphosus higihhiis Laccpcdc. I SO I 



kypliosus cinerascem (Forsskal. 1 775) 


soil pjfi higher thjn 
spimtus pari 


KYPHOSIDAE 



IH-ill gill rakers on lovkcr 
hmh o| I'* gill arvh 


FAO names: En - Blue seachub; 

Fr - Calicagere bleue. 

Local names: Bood-Boodo. 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in shallow 
coastal waters, about reefs and rocks; mainly 
herbivorous, feeding on seaweeds and asso- 
ciated invertebrates. 



kypliosus vai/fiensis {Quo\, and Gaimard. 1S25) 


KYPHOSIDAE 
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DREPANIDAE 

Sicklefishes 


Bony Fishet 


2ft4 


hrepane Urngimanus (Bloch & Schneider. ISOI ) 


FAO names: En - Concertina fish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Lives in coastal waters 
including estuaries. Feeds on small benthic 
invertebrates. 



Drepane punctata (Linnaeus. 1758) 


FAO names: En - Spotted sickleflsh; 

Fr - Forgeron tachete. 

Local names: Kibili. 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines. traps, and 
bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow coastal wa- 
ters around coral and rocky reefs: enters also 
brackish waters. Feeds on benthic Inverte- 
brates and fishes. 



(plate XXIV, 152) 


DREPANIDAE 
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EPHIPPIDAE 


Spadefishes, batfishes 


Platax orhiciilaris (Forsskal 1775) 



FAO names; En - Orbicular batfish. 

Local names: Kibili. 

Size: To 50 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and nets. 

Habitat and bioiogy: On coral reefs, in bays 
and along rocky shores. 

Remarks; In Fischer and Bianchi (1984) in- 
cluded in the family Platacidae. 


chin with 5 
mamlihular pores 
on each sitk* 


anterior profile 
angular 


Platax pinnatm (Linnaeus. 175k) 


EPHIPPIDAE 



antenor profile 
angular 


FAO names: En - Dusky batfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and nets. 
Habitat and bioiogy: On coral reefs. 
Remarks: In Fischer and Bianchi (1984) in- 
cluded in the family Platacidae. 


chin with .^-4 
mandihulur pores 
on each side 



Platax tiera ( Forsskal 1775) 


FAO names: En - Tiera batfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with handlines and nets. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 

Remarks: In Fischer and Bianchi (1984) in- 
cluded in the family Platacidae. 


jlISP 



EPHIPPIDAE 



Wt-65 scales tn 
lateral line 


anterior profile 
cvenl> convex 


1 
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EPHIPPIDAE 


Triplerodon orhis Playfair. I S66 


FAO names: En - African spadefish. 

Local names; Buunshoole. 

Size: To 75 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with handlines and traps. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in shallow wa- 
ters around reefs. Feeds by nibbling at organ- 
isms on rocks and coral. 



ifciih 4-5 
dark har> 


str\mg and 
diNliiK.i >pincs 


, 3 »»J - 5^'’ spines longer: 
than soft nivs I 


MONODACTYLIDAE 

Moonies 


Monodactylux argenteus iLinneaus. I7.SS) 


Iplati- XMV. 153) 



FAO names: En - Silver moony; Fr - Lune 
d'argent. 

Local names: Soor-Yaxaas. 

Size: To 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines and 
throw nets. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coastal waters, 
in freshwater, estuaries and harbours. Feeds 
on plankton and detritus. 


IH-22 gill rakers on lower 
hmb of I'* arth 


pcisic hn 
riMiimcnurv v 
ahscnl 


htxl> ilcpih eonlaincd 
1 .2* 1 .6 limes in standard 
length in aduils 


Monodactylux falcifonnix l.acepcdc. I SO I 


MONODACTVUDAE 



22-24 gill Hikers on lower 
limhof !'* arch 
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FAO names: En - Full moony; Fr - Lune 
pleine. 

Local names: Soor-Yaxaas. 

Size: To 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines and 
throw nets. 

Habitat and biology: Found in estuaries and 
shallow coastal waters. 


hod) depth contained 
1.5-2 0 limes in standard 
length in adults 


pelsic I'm 
rudimcniar) or 
absent 
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SCATOPHAGIDAE 


Scatophagus letracaiitliiis (1-acepede, 1801 ) 


AO names: En - Scatty. 

.ocal names: 

Size: To 18 cm. 

'isheries: Caught with traps and gillnets. 


Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, also 
entering estuaries. Feeds on detritus and 
Denthic invertebrates. 


Scats 



POMACANTHIDAE 


Angelfishes 



FAO names: En - Threespot angelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 
nets. 


Habitat and biology: Shallow coral reef ar- 
eas. from depths of 15 to 30 m. Feeds mainly 
on sponges and tunicates. 


Apolemichthys trimaculatus (Lacepcde. 18.11 ) 


Ntdy. head arul fin^ 
brighi yelltm 


block 

spot 



Apolemichthys xanthotis Frascr-Brunner. 1951 


POMACANTHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Yellow-ear angelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coral reef ar- 
eas. to a depth of about 35 m. Feeds on algae, 
sponges, and invertebrates. 

pa’ttpcrclc 
vpinc blue 


head brown to block. 
bcHly yellowish grey, and 
caudal peduncle, dorsal 
and anal fin black 
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Bonv hi>«hc' 



yelUm bar enit^nding 
(mill ilorxal Tin 


POMACANTHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Arabian angelfish. 
Local names: 


Size: To 35 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 
nets. 


Pomacanthus asfur ( Forsskal. 1 77.5 ) 


anicnor p;in of body 
bluish. poslL'rior part 
bluish black 


Habitat and biology: Coral reef areas, from 
depths of 15 to 30 m. Feeds mainly on 
sponges and tunicates. 


hcitJ 


black 



ycitouish 

orange 

ring 


body dark brown 


yellowish 
vertical lines 


FAO names: En - Goldtail angelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 33 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coral reef ar- 
eas, from depths of 1 to 25 m. Not common. 


POMACANTHIDAE 


yellowish 

ttrangc 


Pomacanthus chrysurus Cuvier. 1 8.1 1 


Pomacanthus imperator ( Bloch. 1 787 ) 


POMACANTHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Emperor angelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: Outer coral reef areas, 
from depths of 1 to about 70 m. 
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-AO names: En - Yellowbar angelfish. 

.ocal names: 

Size: To 50 cm standard length. 

fisheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 

lets. 

■tabitat and biology: More often in silty reef 
ireas than in rich coral growth, to a depth of 
about 50 m. 

Remarks: Poimuimilws sirUitm (Ruppell. 
1035) is a junior synonym. 


hluish 


dark curved 
iturkingv 


POMACANTHIDAE 


M>n pimions of 
dtvrval and anal 
rm> elevated 
and angular 


Pomacantlius maculosus (Forsskal. 1775) 



hinlv pale hniwni>h with 
nunverxHiv blue cUmgaie \pois 


vptne. margin ot 
poMpervIe and 
iipcalc blue 


POMACANTHIDAE 


Pomacanthus semicirculatus (Cuv ier. IK3I ) 

FAO names: En - Semicircle angelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 40 cm standard length. 
Fisheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 
lets. 

Habitat and biology: Coral reef areas, to a 
depth of about 30 m. Feeds on sponges, tuni- 
cates. and algae. 


posterior part of body, dorsal and anal 
fin and caudal fm dark hnvwnish with 
numerous white spots 




K black-edged 
whitish bars 


FAO names: En • Royal angelfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm standard length. 

Fiaheries: Caught mainly with traps and gill 
nets. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coral reef ar- 
eas. from depths of 1 lo 20 m. 


POMACANTHIDAE 


PygoplUes diacanthus ( Bodducrl. 1 772 1 


background 
colour yellow 






PENTACEROTIDAE 

Armourheads 


Histiopterus typus Temminck and Schlegel. I K44 

FAO names: En - Sailfin armourhead. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm. common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Bottom-dwelling, at 
depths of 40 to 400 m. 


Bon\ FishC5 



4 Jor^dl'fin 
spincv 


CIRRHITIDAE 


Hawkfishes 



scali's on khcck muvh sinaltcr 
lhan NcalcN ihi hod> 


FAO names: En - Stocky hawkfish; 

Fr - Epervier de corail. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 23 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: A nocturnal species, 
living on rocky shores and reef fronts exposed 
to wave action. Feeds on crabs. 


FAO names: En - Blackside hawkfish: 

Fr - Epervier t bande noire. 

Local names: 

Size: To 22 cm, common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with hook-and-line. 

Habitat and biology: A common coral reef 
species. Feeds mainly on small fishes. 


.S-ft ol large 
'H-ales tm eheek 


single cirrus near 
lip of each spine 


CIRRHITIDAE 


dark haiHl 


Paracirrliiles fonteri (BUk'Ii and Schneider. 1801 ) 


Cirrhiim pinnulalus (BItKh and .Schneider, 1801 ) 


gnmnd coltxir white wiih 
(wim n blotches and orutgish 
lo rcOdish hnmn spots 


griHind colour 
yellowish 
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MUGILIDAR 


Mullets 


Crenimugil crenilahris (Forsskal. 1775) 



FAO names; En - Fringelip mullet: Fr - Mulet 
boxeur. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 26 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch with seines. 
Habitat and biology: Inhabits shallow waters, 
especially coral reef areas. 





u UiMinci keel prcMrni in 
fntni of l''ilitfvtl fin 


FAO names: En - Keeled mullet: Fr - Mulet 
cardnd. 

Local names; 

Size: To 18 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 


jJiposc evdid iovennt: 
iiKv^i eye 


MUGILIOAE 


I pceioful jxilbry 
j ■H.'alc jbMrni 
I niditncnljn 


IJza carinata (ValcuL'icnncs. 18.16) 


Usa macnilepis (.Sinilh. 1849) 


FAO names: En • Largescale mullet: 

Fr - Mulet d grandes ecailles. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 26 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with gillnets. castnets, 
stakenets, liftnets, and beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling in shallow 
coastal waters, estuaries and backwaters: 
spawns at sea: feeds mainly on living and 
detrital organic matter taken with sand. 


MUGILIOAE 



9 Mtfi fays 


pceUHTil 
axillary scale 
rudimentary 


iiilipose eyelid 
hitle devcl(*pi.‘d 




MUGILIOAE 


FAO names: En - Otomebora mullet: 
Fr - Mulet otomebora. 


Local names: Caanood. 


Size: To 22 cm, common to 18 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with gillnets catnets, 
stakenets. and beach seines. 


Habitat and biology: Schooling in shallow 
coastal waters, lagoons and estuaries: feeds 
on small benthic animals and organic material tissue 
contained in sand and mud. i c«u-nn(: eye 


Uza melinoplera (Valenciennes. 18.16) 


scales in 
lateral senes 
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Bony Fishes 



MUGILIDAE 


Mlipitsc lisNUC 
covcnng mo'ii 
«f c>c 


FAO names: En - Tade mullet; Fr - Mulet fade 
Local names: 

Size: To 70 cm, common to 33 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets. castnets, 
stakenets. and beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coastal waters, 
lagoons, backwaters, and estuaries. 


fin orifiin M 
ihrtKi^h poNiehor h.ilf 
anul-fin base 


\ pccutral JAilluT) 

I M'jk* ruJinK'nldT) 
dhscnl 


IJza tade ( Forsskal. 1 775 ) 


IJm vaigiemis (Quoy and Gaimard. 1824) 


MUGILIDAE 



FAO names: En - Squarelail mullet: Fr - Mulet 
mopiro. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 55 cm, common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with castnets. stakenets, 
and beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters. 


pcLiordi aAilUr) 
M;ak nMlmM:niar> 


24*27 scaio in 
lateral senes 


Ijil alrihtsl 
Imncalc 


ailipoxc cyclul I 
I Itilltfik V ei* ►pc^ 


Mugil cephalus Linnaeus. 1 758 


MUGILIDAE 


FAO names: En - Flathead mullet: Fr - Mulet 
cabot. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 90 cm. common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets, castnets, 
stakenets, barriernets, liltnets, and beach 
seines. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling in estuaries 
and brackish water lagoons, also entering 
freshwaters: leeds on organic matter con- 
tained in sand. 



peciordl axillary scale long. 

I dboui 1/.^ pecloral-fm length 


adipirse (Issue 
coscring m<»si 
of eye 


.^K-42 scales in 
lateral series 
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Oedalechilus lahiosus (Valenciennes. IS.36) 


MUGILIDAE 



FAO names: En - Hornlip mullet: Fr - Mulet 
labeon. 

Local names: l_i'^ 

Size: To 40 cm. common to 20 cm. \ 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets. liftnets. and 
seines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits coastal waters, 
mainly in coral reef areas. 

I Upper lip uilh u 
nm of projtfciions. 
mhk'hJc\clop tnlo 
I d hi«m> inngc in 
larger fish 

“ I I 

Itmcr lip 


adipose eycliJ 
hitic ik'vciopcd 


unlerinr of hi'ud 



FAO names: En - Bluetail mullet: Fr - Mulet a psvmrji aMibrj 

queue bleue. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 48 cm. common to 35 cm. ~ 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets. castnets, 
stake or barrier nets, liftnets, and beach 
seines. 

Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, estu- 
aries and also rivers. ailip«M;e>clid 

Itlllc ik'\ eloped 


MUGILIDAE 


d Mill ra>s 


2"^ dorsal-ftn oh|!in above 
anal-lin «irigin 


\'alamiif’il hiichaiiani ( UIcckcr. I S5.3 ) 


scales in 
laieral scries 



VaUtmui’il cunnemis (Valenciennes. IS.36) 


MUGILIDAE 


FAO names: En - Longarm mullet: Fr - Mulet 
longue aile. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 41 cm. common 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with gillnets. castnets. 
stakenets. liftnets. beach seines, and trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Schooling in shallow 
coastal waters, estuaries and backwaters, 
also entering freshwater: feeds on organic 
matter contained in sand and mud. 



M»fi rays 


pccUKal avillarv 
s^alc very lt»ng 


.kliposC hsMK’ 
L'oscring inosi 
«»f eye 


scales in 
laicntl sencs 
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Bony Fishc’ 



2*^ ilitiNutrin onjiin aK)vc 
oiuil'lln origin 


pectoral axillary 
scak* very l«*np 


FAO names: En - Bluespot mullet; Fr - Mulet 
a tache bleue. 

Local names: Caanood. 

Size: To 50 cm. common to 24 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with glllnets, castnets, 
stakenets, liftnets. and beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Schooling in brackish 
waters and freshwaters: spawns at sea; feeds 
on organic matter contained in sand and mud. 


' tkiiposc eyelid 
I litilc developed 


MUGILIOAE 


soft rayv | 


Valamtigil seheti (Forsskal, 1775) 


.^8*42 scalcv in 
lateral veriev 


POLYNEMIDAE 
Threadfins, tasselfishes 



upper pectoraMin 
niy> unhranched 


namm duskey 
>tnpes 


FAO names: En • Striped threadfin: 
Fr - Barbure raye. 

Local names: Samaduul. 


Size: To 45 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines and bot- 
tom trawls. 


Habitat and biology: Over shallow muddy 
bottoms. Feeds on small crustaceans, fishes 
and other benthic organisms. 




5 free rilamentiHj> rayv I 


Polynemus pleheius Broussoncl. 1 7K2 


Potynemus sextarius Bloch and .Schneider. I SO I 


IplaU-XXIV, 154) 


POLYNEMIDAE 



Upper pcctimil-nn 
ray s hranched 


FAO names: En - Blackspot threadfin: 

Fr - Barbure tache noire. 

Local names: Samaduul. 

Size: To 30 cm total length; common to 20 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with beach seines and bot- 
tom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
coastal waters and estuaries. Feeds on crus- 
taceans, fishes, and other benthic animals. 


6 lire filjnHrnUHJN rays 
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Fisheries: Mainly taken by hook-and-line, occasionally trawled. Marketed fresh, larger ones of commercial 
importance. Smaller species, like the cleaner wrass UihmUlcx dimidUnus, are of interest to the aquarium 
trade. 

Habitat and biology: From shallow coastal waters to a depth of about 100 m. Occur on various habitats 
like coral reefs, rocks, and sandy bottoms. Feed on bottom-dwelling invertebrates, some on ectoparasites 
of other fishes. 



SiKiy olive, cudi wulc 
w ith u itari'Cdgcd blue 
vcrtk'ui line 


Ananipses caenileopunctatus Riippell. 1828 

En - Bluespotted wrasse. 

To 42 cm; inshore, on rocky bottoms exposed to surge, 
(platv XXIV, 155 and I5A) 


fc'inak' 


body brown, reddish 
vcnirally. each scale w iih 
durk-edged blue spot 



dark sptti on 
opercular liar 


Anampses Uneatus Randall. 1972 
En - Lined wrasse. 

12 cm; rare in depths less than 20 m. 


body orungish, wiih dark -edged blue-green 
stripes, passing along middle of scale rows 


Ini wime 
black disiaiiv 




irregular 
blue lines 


Anampses meleagrides Valenciennes. 1 840 
En - Spotted wrasse. 

To 22 cm. 


female 

females dark brow n, 
head ami body covered 
with white spots 

' ;. •• -k:'- - i m 


alerial 


males reddish brown 
with a blue line on 
scales tin sides 
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Bony Fishes 




hlue-cdgcd 
Mack spiiLs 


curved irregualur 
hiiick Kind 


Anampses twistii BIceker. 1856 
En - Yellowbreasted wrasse. 
To 18 cm. 


deepi) cmarginatc 


Bodiamts anthoides (Bennett. 18.10) 
En - Lyretail hogfish. 

To 21 cm. 


uhilish u iih >calicrcd | 
brou n vp«.>is 


head. chcM. and 
ahd«>mcn 
hfviu n 


KkIv dark bnnvn uiili 
dark-cdgcd blue >p«>ts 




uhitc bloichcN 


while hloidkjs] 
vcnlraU) I 


juvenile 


Bodianus axillaris ( Bennelt. 1 8.1 1 ) 
En - Turncoat hogfish. 

To 20 cm. 



Bodianus biliimilalus bilimiilalus ( l.ucepede. 1801) 

En - Tarry hogfish; Fr - Vieille a sells noire. Maambiyo. 

To 50 cm. on offshore reefs and coral dropoffs in depths from 8 to 1 60 m. 


Kk1> pink above and white 
beltm with numerous 
narrow, hori/onial red 
stripes on sides 
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hluck spol (HI 

culuiul I'm 


.1-4 white spots 


hbek spots 
posteriorly 


juvenile 


Bodianus diana l.acepede. 1801 
En - Diana's hogfish; Fr - Vieille diane queue. 
To 25 cm; in coral reefs, from depths of 9 to 50 m. 


hcHiy red above, creamy 
w hile on sides and Ik'Iou 




narrow hori/ont.ii 
stripes and inicn>ennin)! 
row s of spots 


Bodianus macrognathos (Morris. 1974) 

En - Giant hogfish. 

To 62 cm; over rocky bottoms, in depths 
of 25 to 65 m. 


black spot on 
opercular 


Bodianus leucosticlus ( Benncll, 1 8.4 1 ) 


En - Fourline hogfish. 

To 28 cm; in coral and rocky reefs, to 
depths of 50 m. 


filiinicmous 
lobes in adults 


background 
colour yellowish 
to pinkish 


\cr> large 
adults pink 
w ith a blue jaw 


disliiKlI) 

cuned 




Bodianus opercularis (Guichenot. 1847) 

En - Blackspot hogfish. 

To at least 12 cm; deeper reefs, at 
depths less than 35 m. 


Bodianus Irilineatus (l^iwlcr. 19.44) 


body pale, with } broken stripes 
on upper lull on sides 


En - Threeline hogfish. 

To 25 cm; over rough bottoms, at depths of 50 to 100 m. 
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Bony Fishes 




small individuals 
u ilh iihoui 4 venical 
bn>wn hiirs on 


Cheilinus hitnaculalus Valenciennes. 1 840 

En - Two-spot wrasse. 

To 15 cm; often in areas with thick vegetation. 


d;irk Npot 
behind eye 


upper and Mtmc 
mkkllc rays 
prolonged in uUulls 


hod) greenish hfi>wn uiih 
reddish brow n fins; each 
scale on sides usually 
with a bluish spot 




Cheilinus chloninis ( Bloch. 1 79 1 ) 

En - Floral wrasse; Fr - Vieille tachetee. 

To 36 cm; on coral reefs, to depths of 15 m. 

(plate XIV, 157) 


(plate XIV. 1581 


red lines 


hUk'k stripes 


Cheilinus diagrwnmus ( Lacepede. 1801) 

En - Cheeklined wrasse; Fr - Vieille barbe noire 
To 37 cm; on coral reels, at depths from 
10 to at least 50 m. 


Nxly greenish brown above, 
reddish brown below: each 
scale on sides w Ith a red spot 


head with 
scattered 
iirange*red dins 






£ 






bright orange- 
vcllow mark 




ales with scrtical 
i»range-a*d line 


Cheilinus fasciatus Bloch. 1791 
En - Redbreast wrasse; Fr - Madame tombee rage 
To 40 cm; on coral reefs, to depths of 30 m. 
(plate XXV, 159) 


body mostly greenish 
hniwn to black 


bod) greenish 


Cheilinus lunulatus (Forsskal. 177.S) 


En - Broomtail wrasse. 

To 40 cm; on coral reefs, sand and seagrass habitats, to depths of 30 m. 


Copyrighted material 


Quick.* to Species 


279 




h(Hl\ green lo purplish hmwn \cith 
aKiul 4 vertical hruvsnish kirs 


I hr^mnivh mi uiih 
I '-null MhllC spiMs 


Cheiliniis mentalix Riippcll. 1828 
En - Mental wrasse. 

To at least 20 cm. 


Cheiliiuix nxyclieplialiix BIceker. 1853 
En - Snooty wrasse. 

To 17 cm; on coral reefs. 


caudal Hn 
inlohcd in 
adults 


head uith 

-mall red sptMs 




small individuals with .^-4 dark 
spots niidlaierully on sides 


bixly greenish, with vertical 
purplish hmw n bars on 
scales behind pectoral fin 


Cheilimis trilohaliis Lacepede. 1801 
En - Tripletail wrasse; Fr - Vieille triple queue. 
To 40 cm; on coral reefs, at depths to below 20 m. 
(pluti- \XV, 160) 


Cheilinus undulatiis Riippcll. 1828 
En - Humphead wrasse; Fr - Napoleon. Jalow. 
To 2.0 m; on coral reefs, at depths of about 30 m. 
(plutc \\V, 161) 


several blackish spots along 
lateral midlinc of sides 
Ismail individuals with a 
continuous Mack sinpei 


bod) most often green 
above and cream or 
bluish below 



CheiUo inermix (Forsskal. 177.5) 


En - Cigar wrasse; Fr - Longue girelle. Zuu-Zow. 

To 50 cm; in back reef and weedy areas, at depths of 1 to 10 m. 

(plate XXV, 162) Copyrighted material 



Bony 



NCvcRil horizoiUal 
nms ot bliK' spotN 
on caudal peduncle 


Cirrhilahriis exquisitus Smith, 1957 


hlack \pol above 
luicral line 


Choerodon rohmtus Giinther. 1 862 
En - Robust tuskfish; Fr - Maldague robuste 
To 28 cm; on coral and rocky reefs, at 
depths of 40 to 70 m. 


bod\ reddish orange U> pinkish brown above, 
white lo )eiIowish Ik*1ow and behind 


colour of males 
variuhlc. all w ith red to 
blue tines fn^m mouth 
through eye to nap 


En - Exquisite wrasse. 

To 11 cm; on reefs, from depths of 6 to 32 m. 



To 40 cm; juveniles in shallow tide pools, adults in weed, rock and coral areas, to depths of 
about 20 m. In Fischer and Bianchi (1984) recorded as C. f-ainuird cifrk aiui Smith, 1957, 

(plati- XXV, 16.1) 



weed, rock and coral areas, at depths of about 20 m, 
tpliilc XXV. I64:iiul 165) 
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upper 2/} of 
body slnpcd 


black spot 4in 
opercular Hal 

Coris caudimacula Quoy & Gaimarcl. 1 S34 
En - Spottail coris. 

To 20 cm; associated with reefs. 


loMcnnoNl stripe 
salnM>rt pink, breaking 
up posteriorly into 
irregular elongate spots 




hrilhani blue to green 
stripes on head 


no scales 
on cheek 


juvenile ' 

Cons frerei Giinther, 1 866 
En - Queen coris; Fr - Girelle reine. 

To 60 cm; juveniles in shallow tide pools, adults in weed, rock and coral 
areas, to depths of about 20 m. In Fischer and Bianchi (1984) recorded 
as C. fonnosd (Bennett, 1830). 


small indisiduals rcd-orangc. uiih 5 
hlack-cdgcd uhile hands or spots; 
prominent black spot on dorsal lln 


body dark green to 
purplish brown, 
turning red forw ard 
on sides and heiid 





jaws 

e.Klrentcly 

pntinisihle 


w hite 
hon/ontal 

bands 


(plate XXV, 1661 


scattered light red to 
blackish sps)ts 


dark spot 
hehiml eye 


Coris rariegala iKiipped. 1835) 
En - Dapple coris. 

To 20 cm. 


Epibulus m.vn/iar»r (Pallas. 1 770) 

En - Slingjaw wrasse; Fr - Epibule gourami. Maabiyo. 
To 54 cm; on shallow coral reefs at depths of 5 or 6 m. 


hidy whitish to 
pule greenish 


btKly yellow 
or brow n 
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Bony Fi>hc> 




Halichoeres cosmetus Randall & Smith. 1982 
En - Adorned wrasse. 

To at least 11 cm; on coral reefs and rocky substrata. 


snniii pnKlucx\l inlo a 
prnniincnl tuhc-likc 
siriK'iurL* lipped uilh 


sulmoii pink stripes dorsully. 
yellowish vcnlraliv 


hods greenish hnmn 
lo greenish blue 


blue spots 
summiuled b^ 
black and sshite 


(iomphosiis caeriileiis Lacepede, 1801 
En - Bird wrasse; Fr - Poisson oiseau. 

To 30 cm; on rocky and coral reefs at depths of 1 to 1 5 m. 
(plate XXVI. 167) 

[ ajtk jiiccn .Iripc^ j 



oblique red 
streaks on head 


Halichoeres dussumieri ( Valcncicniic!.. 1 8.^9 ) 


serlieal blue spot or Ivtnd 
behind upper hall of esc 


biHly greenish brown, 
bccoiiiing while scniratly. 
sviih 6-7 reddish brossn bars 


En - Dussumier's wrasse. 

To 14 cm; on rocky and weedy bottoms. 



biHly with 
[ blaek bars 


! black s|M»t eueireied 
1 bv vellow 


juvenile 


head bluish ga*>. 
with prominent red 
hori/oniat wavs 
strips's and sptiis 


prominent yelloss 
patch 


llaliclioeres liortulaiius (l.accpcdc. 1801 ) 

En - Checkerboard wrasse: Fr - Lalo damier. 

To 25.5 cm; on coral reefs at depths of 1 to at least 20 m. 
(plate XXVI. 168) 


bods bluish lo sshitish. each 
scale ssiih a serlical blaek bur 
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tnitial phase piiic 
olivw;cous It) 
\cltowish green on 
buck, while below 


scales with 
bluish spots 


tips large and fleshy, ihe 
lower splii on midline 


lermitui males green wiih a 
lavendcr-pink /ig/ag stripe 
and a blackish hloich on the 
anterior upper side: head w iih 
broad la\ender-pink bands 


Ifaliclweres nuirgiiiatiis (Ruppell. 18.15) 
En - Dusky wrasse. 

To 18 cm. 


juwnile 


initial phase brown with 
faint lighter stripes 
following scale rows; 2 
yellow -edged blue 
spots in dorsal Itn; 
caudal I'm whitish 


large light red to 
pink area, a white 
baud in fmnl and 
1-2 in (he miiklle 


Ualichoeres nehulosus (Valenciennes. 18.19) 
En - Nebulous wrasse. 

To 11.5 cm; inshore, juveniles in sandy areas, 
adults on exposed rocky bottoms. 


terminal phase greenish li> 
or.inge brown with liuesol 
blue-edgetl greenish sp*>is. 
caudal I'm w itii a green crcswcnt 


head greenish 
id^ove. yellowish 
Ivlow, with 
eseral blue -edged 
bron/c stripes 


small indiMduals with yellowish 
bars on body continuing as 
vcilow bars on blackish head 


lips large and 
lleshv 


Hemtf^ymmts fasaatus (Bloch. 1792) 
En - Barred thicklip; Fr - Tamarin ^ 
bandes noires. 

To 40 cm; on coral reefs at depths of 1 
to at least 20 m. 


initial phase 


Halichoerex scapitlaris ( Bennell. 1 8.1 1 ) 
En - Zigzag wrasse. 

To 20 cm; in bays or lagoons on sand, 
rubble or seagrass substrata near 
reefs or rocky areas. 


hn>wn or blackish /ig/ag stripe 
(edged in yellow on head) 


dark spot 


head light blue aho\c. greenish 
below, with reiklish spots and stripes 


Hemigyinmis melaplenis (HUich. 

En - Blackeye thicklip; Fr - Tamarin vert. Maabiyo. 

To 90 cm, common to 50 cm; on coral reefs at depths of 1 to at least 20 m. 


\cr> small individuals 
with a while vertical area 
between doiNal-fm and 
anal-fin origin 

t rvijy r 


body whitish 
anterior, dark 
posterior 


sules hl.ick with 
4-.' wliiic Isirs 



yellow cilged 


tiark spill 


luiuc to Specie 


iLirk brown with 


light hori/oniai 


sinpe 




2S4 


inilial phase bn»wn t»i 
oltse-hnmn with 
I7-IV dufi bmwn b ars 


l ishe 




adults blue 
sli.idmy to vshiic iir 
\cllnuish anlcriiTl*. 


Ijihroides dimidiatus (Valenciennes. 18.^9) 


Uidogymnosus doliatus (Laeepede. 1801 ) 
En - Pastel wrasse: Fr - Colombine pastel. 
To 50 cm, common to 38 cm; on coral or 
rocky reefs at depths of at least 30 m. 




I tcnninal mule phase ^rccn. shading lo 
blue-greon ^cnirailv. with 17 purplish ml bars 


Hologymnosm aiiiiiilaltis ( Laeepede. 1 80 1 
En - Ring wrasse: Fr - Colombine annele. 
To 37.5 cm; on coral and rocky reefs at 
depths of at least 30 m. 


black sin()o bruadcniii^ 
fhisicnorly 


initial phase p;)lc 
gn.'cnish. bluish, or 
pinkish uith 20*2.^ 
orangish bmu n bars 


icrminal male phase 
with a deep blue to 
purple bar followed by 
g broad light red bar 


bluegrccn 
bands on liead 


En - Cleaner wrasse. 

To 11 .5 cm. Feeds on ectoparasites of other 
fishes: establishes cleaning stations on the reef. 




curved blue band 


juveniles und 
females 

To 11.5 cm: 


iMrahicus quadrilineatus (RUp|>ell. 1825) 

En - Fourline wrasse, 
the young are cleaners, adults feed on coral polyps. 


male 


bodv purplish grey 



lateral Iiik' curved 
abruply downwarts 


Macropharyiifiodoii hipartitus Smith. 1957 

En - Vermiculate wrasse. 

To 13 cm. 


lcrmin;il phase with 
fiTcgular greenish spots 
(w hile spots in Juvenile) 


h(Kly blackish asJ in terminal 
pliase. orange in initial phase 
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"lUidc li> S pecies 




uhilc -edged 
lines iHi h 


n smalt individuals 
while spois on 
sides arranged in 
vcnical hors 


dail. hli'khcs 


hods green or brown with 
while spots on sides 


ilorsal fin orange 


hods deep purplish blue, 
reddish brown I'orward <m 
hack and rear of head 




dark 

with black blotch 


blotches 


I body green lo bnmnish | 

,\ovaculichthys macrolepidotus ( Bloch. 1791) 

En - Seagrass wrasse. 

To at least 1 3 cm; In seagrasses or dense 
beds of algae. 


SovacuUchthys taemourus l.accpcdc. 1X0 1 

En - Rockmover wrasse; Fr - Rason algue. 
To 30 cm; in shallow weedy areas at depths 
of a few to at least 25 m. 


anicnof lecih 
spalulalcd 


anicnor spines 
prolonged lo 
ntamcnis 


/‘sfiidixlax moliiccamis (Valenciennes. IK.19) 

En - Chiseltooth wrasse; Fr - Vieille ciseau. 

To 30 cm; on rock and coral reefs to a depth of 60 m. 



black spot 


Pteragoffus JJaneUifer Valenciennes. IS.19 

En - Cocktail wrasse. 

To 20 cm; on weedy bottoms. 


oval black spot 
till i>perde 


Pteragogus pelycu\ Randall. 19X0 

En - Sideburn wrasse. 

To 15 cm; in quiet waters on weedy bottoms. 


I'* pelvic-rm ray 
pmlongcd. very 
long in males 


taicral line cuned 
abrupilv downward 


body reddish 
brown with 
darker pigment 
along lateral lirK: 
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Bony t ishc 



} cofllinuou> 
Nile lines 


Slethojiilis alhovillala (Bonalerre. I78S) 
En - Bluelined wrasse. 

To 13 cm; a shallow-reef dweller. 


>el]ovs sia'jk 


bnm II lo greenish 
dorsdllv. uhiiish 
\cniruUy 


orange sps4 


iniliul phusc 




greenish or 

yellowish ilorsalh uiih 
tiny blue sp«tis 


often narrow 
blaek smpe 


blue line adjacent 
to dorsal tin 


terminal phase 


Slelhojulii iiiterrupla (Blcckcr. 1851) 
En - Culribbon wrasse. 

To 13 cm. 


initial phau* 


greenish Jurvilly. 
while scniraliy 



Stelhojulis strigiyenleriHcnncn. 1832) 
En - Three-ribbon wrasse. 

To 15 cm; on substrates with heavy 
benthic plant growth. 


black diagonal bartd 
in Icnninal phase 


greenish dorsuilK. 
while \enirjlly 


Siieziclilhys caiidoyillaliis (Slcindachncr. 1898) 


En - Spottail wrasse. 

To at least 10.5 cm; at depths of 50 to 130 m. 
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black '.pots rimmcti 
Mi(h pale blue 


initial pliasc orun^i>h Jorsally. 
scales on sides with pink centres 
and broad yclKtu margin. K ruint 
pinkish bars on body 


Juveniles and 
I'emales brown to 
black diMsally. 
while Ncnirally 


Suezichthys russelli Kundull. 1981 
En - Russell’s wrasse. 

?=- To at least 7.5 cm. 


caudal fin 
lunate 


b black bars 


blue-green margin 


Tlialassoma amhlyceplialiwi Blecker. 1836 
En - Twotone wrasse. 

To 16 cm. 


yellowish and blue 
vertical lines 


colour bluish green 


Tlialassoma hardwicke (Bennett. 1828) 
En - SIxbar wrasse. 

To 18 cm. 


small indisiduals 
with a large black 
sp«>l in dorsal fm and 
caudal-fin base 


body bright green to blue with ;i 
vertical red band on each scale 


Tlialassoma hehraicitm ( Laeepede. 1801) 
En - Goldbar wrasse. 

To at least 23 cm. 


caudal 

fin 

lunate 


lenninul male pliase 
bluc-grccn with } 
tneguLir pink to iuix{uoise 
sjri|X's on body 


Tlialassoma luiiare (Linnaeus. 1738) 
En - Moon wrasse; Fr - GIrelle verte. 
To 30 cm; on coral and rocky reefs at 
depths of 1 to 20 m. 



Tlialassoma pitrpureiim (Forsskal. 1773) 

En - Surge wrasse; Fr - Girelle hublot. 

To 46 cm; on reef flats and in the surge zone of coral 
and rocky reefs at depths of 0,1 to 10 m. 


initial phase green and 
reddish with 2 longitudinal 
bands of elliptical or 
rectangular green spots 


(plate XXVI, 169 and 170) 


Copyrighted material 




28S 


Bony Fishes 



green arui pink 
\tri|>es doi vjll) 


Kcail n>se with 4 
green-blue bands 
radiating from eye 


loj green ?i,mpc 

consiMs of 
close-sec 
elongate spots 


iniliul phase brownish red 
and green, the green in 2 
longitudinal series ol’ 
ellipses or rectangles 


Thalassoma quinquevittatum (Luy & Bcnnctl. 1839 
En - Fivestripe vyrasse. 

To 17 cm. 


terminal male phase 
salmon pink on hodv. uith 
2 longitudinal senes ot 
blue and green blotches 


Thalassoma Irilohaliim (Lacepedc, 180I ) 

En - Christmas wrasse; Fr - Girelle de Noel 
To 30 cm; mostly in shallow waters of exposed rocky shores, 
(plate XXVI. 171 and 172) /i 


blackish 

blotch 


alicmaling 
lines of blue 
and orange 


2 spines separated 
from rest of fin 


biue-edged hhk'k spot 
heloss 6'** dorsal-lln spine 


body grey to pinkish | 


Xyrichtys himaciilalus Riippell. 1828 
En - Two-spot razorfish. 

To 28.5 cm; lives probably on open 
sandy bottoms. 


body pale blue to green 
with } or 4 green 
iitdisiinci \ertical buis 


several hnght red sp«»ts 
outlined m pink on and 
helosN lateral line 


Xyrichtys pavo (Valenciennes. 18,39) 
En - Peacock wrasse; Fr - Rason paon. 
To 30 cm; over sandy bottoms at depths 
of 7 to at least 30 m. 


body greenish hnmn 
above, whitish behiv. 


Xyrichtys penladactyhis (Linnaeus, I7S8) 


bta^k 

spots 






En - Fivefinger wrasse; Fr - Rason ocelle. 

To 25 cm; over sandy bottoms in shallow waters,, j|g| 
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Fisheries: Parrotfishes are caught in traps, various types of nets, and with spear. 

Habitat and biology: Coastal waters in coral reefs areas, from shallow water to a depth of about 60 m. 
Feed on algae, which they rasp from rocks and dead corals, but often corals and sediment is grinded and 
ingested with the algae. Many species are territorial and occupy a certain area for a long period, less 
species are solitary or schooling. 

Remarks: The colour pattern of most species changes from juveniles to adults and during sexual 
transformation. The first colour pattern of adults is called initial phase. Depending on the species, this can 
be the a female or a young male. The second colour phase is called terminal phase and occurs exclusively 
in males. 



denial plates 
rtHj^h lo touch 


background colour 
crcen-bluc. 
head .intciiorly pink 


hump on 
turehcad 


I 


Holhometnpon muricalum (Valenciennes. 1840) 

En - Green humphead parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet bossu vert. 
To 1 .2 m; grazes on live corals. 




background colour dark 
green with pink bars on 
centres oI'NhIv scales 


dark pigment 
around anus 


reddish pink 
stripes 


dorsal and anal tin dark greenish 
with pjilcr irregular hloichcs 


whitish 

margin 


Calolomus carolittus (Valenciennes. 1840) 

En - Carolines parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet des Carolines. 

To 40 cm standard length; in shallow waters, associated with marine 
grassbeds and coral reefs. Presence in Somalia to be confirmed, 
(plate XXVI. 173andl74) 


1 row of 4'5 
cheek scales 


terminul pha.se 


hackground colour 
dull olive 


initial phase 


dark pigment 
around anus 
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Bony Kishes 






backiiRHind colour 
greenish hn»wii 


hatkground coliiur greyish black 
N^iih pale speckling ilorNullv 


ixm »>i 4-> 


cheek scale 


initial phase 


terminal phase 


Calotomus spinidenx (Quoy and Gainiurd. 1824) 

En - Spinytoolh parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet dentu. 

To 19 cm; usually in shallow waters, associated with 
marine grassbeds. Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 


4 median 
prctlorsal scales 




orange 

line 


initial phase 


Cetoscarus hicolor ( KiippcII. 1 828 1 
En - Bicolour parrotfish: Fr - Perroquet a points rouges. 
To 90 cm; on coral reefs, grazes on algae. 


Imninal plia.st' 


background ciiUiur green, scnimanlertor part 
ol bods orange, scales edged w iih orange 


background ct^our bluish grey, selloss 
dorsalis, scales edged uiih black 


denial plaie 
rough lo 
loueb 


row ol 
heck scale 


(plate XXVTI. 175 and 176) 




^-4 IXiW s t>f snuill 
check scales in a 
inanguiar patch 


terminal phase 


caudal fin 
eiiurginalc 


caudal I'm blue with a brisid 
hand «)!' orange in each lobe 


hods green, scales 
edged in pale orange 


hiiekgrourid colour 
light tan 


initial phase 

Hipposcarus hand ( Forkska 1 . 1 77.5 ) 


ilental 

plates 

snuioih 


En - Candelamoa parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet candelamoa. 
To 58 cm; associated with coral reefs, feeds on benthic algae. 


(plate XXVTI, 177 and 178) 
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3-5 median 


bodt elongated. dc|>th 2.K-.^.K 



predorsal scales 


times in standard length 

AAAA/'.^ ^ 

while stnpe 






J, i » *. V .... . 

4 • - - - 

U^' 





1 mw' of 3-b 




background colour 
dark greenish brown 

clicek scales 


htickground colour dark greenish 
brown, head and bttdy etnered 
with black and while bItHches 

1 blue s|7ois 1 

initial phase 


terminal phase 



Ijeploscarus vaigiensis (Quoy and Guimard. IS24) 

En - Marbled parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet marbre. 

To 35 cm; found in seagrass beds, feeds on seagrasses and algae, 
(plate WVII. 179 and ISO) 



hackgnHiiKl colour 
Ian. edges of M.'ale.s 
light brtmn 


Scams arahU tis (SlL'indachner. 1902) 


Ivrniinal phase 


En - Arabian parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet arabe. 
To about 40 cm. 


(plate XXVII, ISI) 


B 




\shiiisii /*'i»c 

edged hUie-grven | ^ 


background colour green, anterior 
part of scales yellowish lo pink 


initial phase 


terminal phase 


Scams atriliinula Randall & Bruce. 198.1 
En - Bluemoon parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet lune bleue. 

To 30 cm; associated with coral reefs, grazes on benihic algae. 
Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 

(plate XXVIII. island IS4) 
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Bony Fishes 




pule suliiMm 


initial phase 


huckgroumJ colour hijck with 
pinkish while Kirs posteriorly. 
ineUuii I'ms pink 


terminal phase 


Seams caudofasciaUis (Giinlher. IS62) 

En - Redbarred parrolfish: Fr - Perroquet a bandes rouges. 

To 50 cm; an outer reef species, found at depths below 10 m. Presence in Somalia to be 

confirmed. 


biHly Jorsally 
bluish ^reen 


blue-iircen 

murkinps 


5-7 mediun 
prcJorsal sculcs 




w hilish spills 


fxms o|‘ 

:hcek scute 


initial phase 


background colour dull 
reiklish brown, brighter 
on underside of head 


Scams falcipiniiis (Playfair, IS67) 

En - Sicklefin parrolfish; Fr - Perroquet faucille. 


Ii-rminal phasr 


To at least 45 cm; in shallow water, grazes on algae. Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 


6 median 
paHtiirNul scales 


IpluU'XXVTII. I87uiid ISK) 




liTininal phase 


blue margin 


Scams ferrugineus Forsskal. 1773 


blue margin 


initial phase 


background ctdour reddish hrossn 
with dark bars, caudal peduncle, 
caudal lin and dorsal tin yellow 


head and anterior part uf body 
orange-yellow, shading into 
bluish and green posterior 


6 iiKdian 


predorsal scales 


En - Rusty parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet ronille. 

To about 40 cm; found in depths of 1 to 60 m, feeds on benthic algae. 


(plate XXMII. IXVaiid MHI) 
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4-S medun 
prcdnpwit %v'uU.*s 


bixly gnm uilh 
»>ranpc-ctlt!cd >calcs 


Scarus feslivus Valenciennes, 1 X40 


^ V (>l 
L'hcck scales 


En - Festive parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet fete. To 45 cm; found in 
outer reef areas to a depth of about 30 m: feeds on benthic algae. 




initial phase 


(plate WVII. IK2) 


cn^cent V. itl 
•trance and 
hluc-t:rccn 


6-7 median 
(Hctkirvil scales 


1 mws of 
c heek scales 


6-7 darkei 
siripcs 


hud) darl {!rren uith orun{!e irregular 
lines, posicnm ahrupd) ligtii green 


background coIihji 
reddish hroun 


Scarwi frenafus I.aeepeUe. IS02 
En - Bridled parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet a six bandes. 

To 47 cm; in shallow waters, associated with coral reefs; grazes on benthic algae, 
(plate X\l\. IVI and 142) 




dull green bar 


pale bar olien 
present 


tiTminui pliasi* 


2 n»\ss ot 
check scales 


initiul phase 


huckgriHind colour 
reddish lo purple hroMn. 
scale center dull green 


background coknir green, 
scale edges reddish 


4 median 
prcdorsal scales 


Scarus fusenpurpureus I Klun/in»er. I K7 1 ) 

En - Purple-brown parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet pourpre-marron. 
To 38 cm; in shallow water, often over sand or weed bottoms. 


(plate WIX, 143 and 144) 
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Bony Fishes 




:nmsof 
check scaK'N 


initiul phase 


Scants genazonatus Randall & Bruce. 198.^ 

En - Sinai parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet de Sinai. 

To 31 cm; usually occurring deeper than 20 m; feeds on benthic algae. 

(plate XXIX, 195 and I96| 


terminal phase 


hiickgrovnU colour hluc-grccn. scales 
uith vertical saInton nvurkings 


hackgiouiul vutouf ii. eaudal 
peduncle disiincilv paler 


4 median 
predorsul scales 




ulten 5 irregular 
blue bais 


caudal fill green 
uilh a salrium-pink 
band in each lobe 


^ rtnv s til 
cheek scales 


dorsal part of head and bod> green, the 
scales \vith vcr> narrow salmon*pink 
edges; ventral part nwstly salmon 


scales of biHlv bluish, edged with 
yellow to orange, thorax and 
abdiHoen while <«r pale red 


usuuliv 6 median 
predorsal scales 


initial phase .Scani.v j?/i«AAan Horsskal. 1775 terminal phase 

En - Yellowscale parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet a ecailles jaunes. Maabiyo. 

To at least 75 cm; usually in groups on coral reefs or in lagoons; grazes on benthic algae. 


(plate XXIX. 197 and 19S) 




whiiisli blotch 

soMh.'tmk.'s present 


} row s of 
cheek scales 


background coliHir grey -green, snout 
and dorsal part of hetwl lavender 
purple, scales vv iih pink to orange bar 


ktekground coUnir dark red. 
upper lip and throat green 


median 

predorsai scales 


initial phase 


Scams nihhux RiippcII. 1828 


terminal phase 


En - Heavybeak parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet machoiron. 

To about 70 cm; usually in groups on the outer reef; feeds on benthic algae. 


(plate XXX, 199 and 200) 
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4>6 mcdiun 
pa’dorsal scalo 


y luinl 


initial phase 


uhiiish lini'N 


huckgrmmd colour green, uiih an 
orangtsh har on each scale, head 
solid green vcntrall) 


dorsallv dark hnmn. shading to 
vellowish brown xentrally 


Seams gtohkeps ValcncicnnON. 1 840 


terminal phase 


I 


En - Globehead parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet globeux. 

To 27 cm; in shallow water, associated with coral reefs; feeds 
on benthic algae. Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 



green 

stupes 


y row sol 
cheek scales 


dark brown 
hues 


kk'kgriHjml colour reddish 
brown, scales sullused 
with bluish gre> 


(vK median 
predorsal scales 



salmon pink 


vilmon pink 


background colour green, 
scales dark green, edged 
with dark reddish; ga*cn 
sirijvs i»n sides 


initial phase 


.Scaru.v m^fr Porsskiil. I??.*) 


terminal phase 


En - Dusky parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet dorade. 

To 39 cm; in shallow water, associated with coral reefs; feeds on benthic algae, 
(plate XXX, 201 and 202) 


■#K 



2 row s ol 
check scales 


initial phase 


backgrtmiul c«dour reddish 
brown. |Siic icd venirall) 


y-5 median 
predorsal scales 



terminal phase 


4-5 series ol green spots 
on caudal peduncle 


background colour 
pinkish green, scales half 
gavn. half pink 


Scams psittacus Forsskiil. 177.‘> 

En - Common parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet commun. 

To about 30 cm; associated with coral reefs; grazes on benthic algae. 


(plalf XXX. 203 and 204) 
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Bony Fishes 




h;H.'kgrnund colour greenish 
purple Ji>r>allv. scales edged 
\siih orange 


terminal pha.se 


initial phase 


Scants rubroviolaceus Bleeker, 1847 


hackgriHind colour vcllowish 
grey w ith a noiw tM-k of black 
lines on sides 


head profile 
rising sharply 


5-7 median 
predorsal scales 


En - Ember parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet braise. 

To 66 cm; common in lagoons and coral reefs in shallow water; feeds on benthic algae. 

(plait XXX. 205 and 206) 




olicn 5 il.iik hais 


dark bluish 
green 


lips 

reil-or.inge. 
edged with 
hlue-green 


terminal phase 


2 rows »>l' 
check scales 


lu 


Itow 


Ktckgroiind colour 
reddish to purplish 
brow n, w iih an (H’ange 
har on each scale 


background colour 
bluish green, scales 
edged with orange 


4 median 
predorsul scales 


initial phase 


Scarus nisselii Valenciennes. 1 840 


En - Eclipse parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet eclipse. 

To 50 cm; in shallow waters; feeds on benthic algae. Presence in Somalia to be confirmed. 


(plait XXXI. 207 and 208) 



initiul pliust 


.4 n>w s of 
check scales 


4 dark grev 
saddle hkuches 


background colour of upper halt' 
of hod) dull yellowish, lower half 
of bixly whitish to pinkish 


4-7 tusually bl 
median pa'dorsat 
scales 


Scants scaber Vale 



hniud blue 
etige 


anterior dorsal p;id of b<Hl> 
purplish grey. a*si of body green, 
scales edged with salmon-pink 


nciennes. 1840 


terminal phase 


En - Fivesaddle parrotfish; Fr - Perroquet a cinq selle. 

To 37 cm; in shallow waters, associated with coral reefs; feeds on benthic algae. 


(plate XXXI. 20*) and 210) 
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tcrniinttl phase 


Scams sordidus Forsskal. 1775 


often 2 n>w 


vnoK 


.'-4 tnediaii 
[MTclorsal >tjlc 


green «>r 
yellow cheek 


2 row % of 
check scales 


iniliail phase 


hackgriHind colour green, 
scales edged w ith pink 


background colour 
dark brown 


En - Daisy parrotfish: Fr - Perroquel marguerite. 

To 40 cm; on coral reefs and in lagoons: feeds on benthic algae, 

(pliilr XXXI. 211 and 212) 



' 5 median 
prrdorsal Hales 


f n)Ws of 


check Hale 


olour dark bn>wn 


inilini phase 



terminal phase 


blue rrurgin with a 
pink subniarginal band 


hackgriHind colour green. 
Hales edged saInHrn-pink 




Scams viridifnrcatiis (Sniilh. |y56) 

En - Roundhead parrotfish: Fr - Perroquet tete ronde. 

To about 30 cm; associated with coral reefs; feeds on benthic algae. 

(plate XXXI. 2Uund 214) 
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Bony Fi\hcs 


Sandperches (Grubfishes, Sandsmelts) 

The family Pinguipedidae was reported as Mugiloididae in Fischer and Bianchi (1984). 



FAO names; En - Whitespot sandsmelf. 
Local names; 

Size; To at least 20 cm. 

Fisheries; Taken as bycatch in bottom trawis. 
Habitat and biology; To a depth of about 
100 m. 


Parapercis alhogutlala (Gunther. 1872) 


Parapercis hexophihalma (Ehrenberg. 1829) 


FAO names; En - Speckied sandperch; Fr- Pinge 
pintade. 

Local names; 

Size; To 29 cm, common to 18 cm 
Fisheries; Taken as bycatch in bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology; On coral reefs or sandy 
areas near reefs. 



female 
1-7iK-clli I 


male 


PINGUIPEDIDAE 



FAO names; En - Smallscale grubfish. 

Local names; 

Size; To 30 cm 

Fisheries; Taken as bycatch in bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology; Known from a depth 
range of 6 to 55 m. 

Remarks; Often misidentified and in Fischer 
and Bianchi (1984) reported as P. nehtilo.sa 
(Quoy & Gaimard, 1825), a species that prob- 
ably does not occur in Somalia. 


less distincl 
dark spot 


K V-shaped dark 
bars on back 


PINGUIPEDIDAE 


Parapercis robinsoni (Fowler, 19.^2) 



rod to brouiiish dorsully. vcmrally 
pale ss iih X redihsh bars 


PINGUIPEDIDAE 


FAO names; En - Weeping sandsmeit. 

Local names; 

Size; To 18 cm. 

Fisheries; Taken as bycatch in bottom trawis. 

Habitat and biology; To depths of at least 

TO m. I uej{:c.'.hi(|vj red li> 

brownish bar below eye 


Parapercis somaliensis Schultz. 1968 
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CALLIONYMIDAE 

Dragonets 


CaUionymus marleyi Regan, 1919 



=AO names: En - Sand dragonet: Fr - Dragon- 
let de sable. 

.ocal names: 
size: To 13 cm. 

-isheries: Taken as bycatch in trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow 
;oastal areas. Feeds on small bottom inverte- 
3 rates. 




S jnjI-Hn 
rays 


y dorNal-fin rays 


prcopercular spine 


SIGANIDAE 
Spinefoots, rabbitfish 



(plate XXXII. 215) 


'AO names: En - Streamlined spinefoot; 
Fr - Sigan vermicule. 

.ocal names: Saafad. 

Size: To 35 cm, common to 25 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with liftnets, seines, dip- 
lets, traps, and setnets. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, in clear wa- 
lers around coral reefs. Feeds on algae. 


aiiicrior noNiril %viih 
long llap «>f skin 


Siganus argenleus (Quoy & Caimard. 1825) 


huckgnHiiKi colour blue, 
covered wilh yellow 
spots und wavy lines 




.Vi^onu.? /unyr/.v (Riippcil, 1829) 


(plate XXXII, 216) 


SIGANIDAE 



FAO names: En - Dusky spinefoot: Fr - Sigan 
sombre. 

Local names: Saafad. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, gillnets, and 
beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, schooling 
around coral and rocky reefs. Feeds on algae. 


.mterioi nostril with 
Ittiig flap of skin 


olive green to dark brown, 
often w iih w hite vermiculatiim 


alsrial 




_VKI 


Siganus rivulatus Forsskal. 1 775 


(plate \XXII.2I7) 


Bony H shc 

SI6ANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Marbled spinefoot: 

Fr - Sigan mabre. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines and gill- 
nets, occasionally trawled. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, on rocky and 
coral reefs, and over sandy bottoms, to a 
depth of 20 m. Feeds on algae. 



goUcn lines on k>«cr 
isso thinJs of bud> 


Siganus stellatus (Forsskil. 1 775) 


(plate XXXIl. 218) 


SIGANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Brownspotted spinefoot: 

Fr - Sigan marguerite. 

Local names: Saafad. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps and spears. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, around coral 
and rocky reefs. Feeds on algae. 



greyish green skiih 
hrmsn spk>iv 


Siganus sutor ( Valenciennes. 1 835 ) 


(plate XXXII. 21V) 


SIGANIDAE 


FAO names: En - Shoemaker spinefoot; 

Fr - Sigan cordonnier. 

Local names: Saafad. 

Size: To 45 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with seines, setnets, and 
traps. 

Habitat and biology: Demersal, schooling 
about reefs and weedy flats. Feeds on algae. 



ahttul Ml light splits 


background 
ctilour very 
variable 
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ACANTHURIDAE 
Surgeonfishes, tangs, unicornfishes 


Acanthurus hlochii Valenciennes, 1 835 

'AO names: En - Ringtail surgeonfish. 

.ocal names: Kaxan Cadde. Kacan Baxareed. 
Size: To at least 42 cm. 

'isheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs but also 
over sand where it feeds on filamentous algae. 
Remarks: Often misidentified and in Fischer 
and Bianchi (1984) reported as A. hleekeri 
Gunther. 1861. 



and ycliou- 
stripes 


hruun undubling lines 


usuall) a 
xhhiic KanJ 


Acanihunis dussumieri Valenciennes, 1 835 


FAO names: En - Eyestripe surgeonfish; 

Fr - Chirurgien couronne. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 54 cm, common to 34 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: Closely tied to coral 
reefs or rocky substrates: generally at depths 
greater than 15 m. 




ACANTHURIDAE 


iunatcU in 
aduli males 


Acanthurus gahhm Forsskal, 1 775 


FAO names: En - Black surgeonfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 

Remarks: Previously often confused with 
Acanthurus nigricans (Linnaeus, 1758), a spe- 
cies that does not occur in the Somalia, and 
A. nigricauda Dunker & Mohr, 1926. 


black hand above upper 
end ol gill ttpening 


adulls dark 
bmun 
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Acanthums leucosleriion Bennett. 1 8.32 


B ofty hishe^ 

ACANTHURIDAE 



hixl> blue »ith a while 
bund behind and bcUm 
nurisin «>f opercic 


FAO names: En - Powderblue surgeonlish: 
Fr - Chirurgien poudre. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 54 cm, common to 19 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with traps and nets. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


donml fm 
>cllow wiih » 
white nurpin 


caudal fm Moi k 
with awhile 
ceniml refiun . 


Acanthurus lineatus (Unnucus, 1758) 


ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Lined surgeonfish; 

Fr - Chirurgien zebre. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Slze:To 30 cm. common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps, throw nets, gill- 
nets, and spears. 

Habitat and biology: An inshore species of 
coral reefs or rocky substrates exposed to 
wave action. Grazes benthic algae. 



Acanthums mala (Cuvier. 1829) 


ACANTHURIDAE 



FAO names: En - Elongate surgeonlish. 
Local names: 

Size:To 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: Feeds on zooplankton, 
enters turbid water. 

Remarks: Often misidentified and in Fischer 
and Bianchi (1984) reported as A. hleekcri 
Gunther, 1861. 
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Acanthurus nigricauda Dunkcr and Mohr. 1926 


ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Epaulette surgeonfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: In lagoons and bays, 
around isolated coral heads; also around 
rocks and on sandy bottoms. 

Remarks: Previously often confused with 
A. nigricans (Linnaeus, 1758), a species that 
does not occur in Somalia, and A. ^ahm 
(ForsskSI, 1775). 



Acanthurus nigrnfuscus (Forsskal, 1775) 


ACANTHURIDAE 



FAO names: En - Brown surgeonfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 21 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. Grazes 
on benthic algae. 


hrcavt with 



Acanthurus sohal (Forsskiil, 1775) 

FAO names: En - Sohal surgeonfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and bioiogy: On coral reefs. 


ACANTHURIDAE 
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Hoii\ I jnMon 


Acanthurus lennenlii Ciiinlhcr. 1861 


FAO names: En • Doubleband surgeonfish; 
Fr - Chirurgien fer a cheval. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 31 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and bioiogy: On corai reefs. Small 
schools; grazes on benthic algae. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



ACANTHURiDAE 
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Acanthurus thompsoni (Fowler, 182.1) 


ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Chocolate surgeonfish. 
Local names: 

Size. To 27 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



Acanthurus triostegus (Linnucus. 1758) 


FAO names : En - Convict surgeonfish; 

Fr - Chirurgien bagnard. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 27 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawl nets, drive nets, 
and gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: An inshore species 
which occurs over reef flats. Feeds on filamen- 
tous algae; solitary or in large aggregations. 


ACANTHURIDAE 
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Acanthurm xanthopterus Valenciennes. 18.35 


ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names; En - Yellowfin surgeonfish: 

Fr - Chiairgien aile jaune. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 62.5 cm, common to 50 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with traps, occasionally by 
hook. 

Habitat and biology: Common on bays and 
lagoons. Feeds on benthic algae. 



4 blue baiuls cmi 
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Clenochaelus hiniilatus Randall. 1055 


ACANTHURIDAE 



FAO names: En - Twospot surgeonfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 22 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: In various reel habitats. 
Feeds on detritus. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 
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Ctenochaetus siriatus (Quo> and Gaimard. 1824) 


ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Striated surgeonfish; 

Fr - Chirurgien strie. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 26 cm. common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with various types of nets 
and in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Ubiquitous, in various 
reef habitats, from protected lagoons to ocean 
reefs. Feeds on detritus. 



dorsal and anal fins 
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Bony Fishes 




Ctenochaetus strigosus (Bennett. 1828) 


ACANTHURIDAE 



FAO names: En - Spotted surgeonfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 18 cm, common to 13 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with various types of nets 
and traps. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs, up to a 
depth of 50 m. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Whitemargin unicornfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To at least 1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs and along 
rocky shores. Feeds on benthic algae. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 
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Saso annulatus (Quoy and Gaimard, 1825) 


Saso hrachycentron (Valenciennes. 18.15) 

FAO names: En - Humpback unicornfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To at least 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with nets and traps. 
Habitat and biology . On coral reefs and along 
rocky shores. Feeds on benthic algae. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 
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ACANTHURIDAE 
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Saso hreviroslris ( ValencienncN. 1835) 

FAO names: En - Spotted unicornfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with nets and traps. 

, Habitat and biology: On coral reefs and along 
rocky shores. Feeds on benthic algae. 


ACANTHURIDAE 



2 keeled 
plates 


Naso hexacanthus (BIceker. 1855) 


6 spines 


ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Sleek unicornfish. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 75 cm, common to 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps. 

Habitat and biology: Common in deeper wa- 
ters, up to a depth of 150 m: often in large 
aggregations. Feeds on larger components of 
the zooplankton such as crab larvae, arrow 
worms, and pelagic tunicates. 



: keeled 
plates 
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Naso litiiralus ( Bltich und Schneider. 1801) 


FAO names: En - Orangespine unicornfish; 
Fr - Nason a eperon. 

Local names: Qumburo. 

Size: To 45 cm, common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with nets, traps, and 
spears. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in shallow water, 
closely tied to coral reefs and rocky bottoms. 
Feeds on benthic algae. 



ACANTHURIDAE 
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Bony Fishes 


Naso thynnoides (Valenciennes, 18.35) 


FAO names: En - Oneknife unicornfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps and nets; also 
speared. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs and along 
rocky shores. Feeds on benthic algae. 
Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 



Naso unicornis (Forsskal, 1 775) 


FAO names: En - Bluespine unicornfish; 
Fr - Nason a eperons bleus. 

Local names: Kaxan. 

Size: To 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with traps and nets; also 
speared. 

Habitat and biology: An inshore species 
which enters very shallow water; associated 
with coral reefs and rocky substrate. 




ACANTHURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Bignose unicornfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 60 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and bioiogy. Off coral reefs. Feeds 
probably on midwater zooplankton. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


colour bluish 


Naso rlamingii (Valenciennes. 1835) 
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Xebrasoma scopes (Cuvier. 1 829) 

FAO names: En - Twotone tang. 

Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. Feeds 
on benthic algae. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


ACANTHURIDAE 
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'Aehnsoma velifenim ( BIckH. 1 797 ) 


FAO names: En - Sailfin tang; Fr - Chirurgien 
b voile. 

Local names: Oumburo. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 32 cm. 

Fisheries: Mainly caught in traps. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs on coral reefs or 
rocky bottoms, generally in depths less than 
20 m. Feeds on benthic algae. 

Remarks: Z. vclifenon occurs also in the Pa- 
cific, some authors regard the Indian Ocean 
form as a distinct species. Z Jcsjanlinii (Ben- 
nett, 1035). 



ACANTHURIDAE 


dark hands with 
yolltmish lines 


Zebrasoma xaiilhiirum iBIuh. 1852) 


ACANTHURIDAE 
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FAO names: En - Yello\vtail tang. 

Local names: 

Size: To 22 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly in traps. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Occurs on coral reefs or 
rocky bottoms. Feeds on benthic algae. 
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SPHYRAENIDAE 

Barracudas 


Bon\ Fishes 


Fisheries: Caught with trolling lines, sometimes with nets. Flesh good, but large individuals can occasion- 
ally cause ciguatera fish poisoning. 

Habitat and biology: Sphyraenidae occur in coastal waters, but also in open oceans, usually found in 
surface waters. Juveniles schooling, large adults mostly solitary. 

Remarks: Several attacks have been reported from large solitary species, usually in murky waters. 



..phymena aculipinnis Day. 1876 
En - Pointedfin barracuda. 

To 80 cm. Presence to be confirmed. 


no dari han> or 
chcvron> on hixl> 





I '' doral-fin tuif in behind 
lip of pectoral fin 


dark baiN on back in 


yelk)« LUi 


no 


Sphyraena barracuda (Walbaum. 1792) 
En - Great barracuda; Fr - Barracuda. 
Zub-Saalim. To 1.8 m. 


young tndixulualtk. 
indivtinci in adults 


2 gill rakers on I** uah 


scales large, less than 
l(X) in lateral line 


Sphyraena Jlaricauda KuppcII. 18.38 
En - Yellowtail barracuda. Zub-Saalim, To 37 cm. 


scales large, less than 
l(K) in lateral line 


no dari bars or 
chevrons on body 



distinct spines 
platelets of I “ gill arch 


black spot 


Sphyraena fursteri Cuvier. 1829 


mt dark bars of 
ches ntns on biHly 


En - Bigeye barracuda: Fr - Becune de Forster. 
Zub-Saalim. To 65 cm. 


Copyrighted material 






Guide to Species 


311 




inaxilla reaching im* slightly 
passing u vcnical through 
anterior margin of eye 


Sphyraena jello Cuvier. 1 829 
En - Pickhandle barracuda; Fr - Becune jello. 
Zub-Saalim. To 1.5 m. 


scales small, more than 
120 in lateral line 



Sphyraena obtusata Cuvier. 1829 


2 gill nikcrs on I** iuvh 


origin of I'* dorsal Tin 
before lip of pectoral fin 


less than 1 00 scales 
in lateral line 


no dark bars or 
chevrons on body 


En - Obtuse barracuda; Fr - Becune obtuse. 
Zub-Saalim. To 40 cm. 



Sphyraena putnamiae Jordan & Scale. 1905 
En - Sawtooth barracuda; Fr - Becune chevronnee. 
Zub-Saalim. To 87 cm. 


scales small, about 130 
in lateral line 



Sphyraena genie Klunzinger. 1870 
En - Blackfin barracuda. 

To 1.15 m. 


lo-si 2 rays sshiiish 


maxilla reaching t>r slightly 
passing a vertical through 
antenor margin of eye 


scales small, about 
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GEMPYLIDAE 

Snake mackerels, barracoutas, escolars, oilfishes 


Of mpylus serpens (Cuvier. IS29) 


FAO names: En - Snake mackerel; 

Fr - Escoller serpent. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in the tuna 
longline fisheries. 



2 lateral linc^ 

al onr pianl 
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Habitat and biology: Mesopelagic or pelagic, 
oceanic, down to depths of 200 m or more; at 
night often near the surface. Feeds on a large 
variety of fishes, crustaceans, and cephalo- 
pods. 


pelvic fin reduced 


IjepidtKybium flavobrunneum (Smith. IK49) 


FAO names: En - Escolar; Fr - Escolier noir. 
Local names: 

Size: To 2 m, common to 1 .5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in the tuna 
longline fisheries. 

Habitat and biology: Meso- or bathypelagic. 
oceanic, down to depths of 200 m or more. 
Feeds on squids, fishes, and crustaceans. 


GEMPYLIDAE 
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Xealotus tripes Johnson. I X6.S 


FAO names: En - Black snake mackerel: 

Fr • Escolier reptile. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm, common to 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in deep trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Meso- to bathypelagic. 
oceanic, from the surface down to depths of 
600 m. 


GEMPYLIDAE 
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Seoepmnula oriental^ (Gilchrist and von Bondc. 1924) 


GEMPYLIDAE 


FAO names: En - Sackfish; Fr - Escolier 
oriental. 

Local names: 

Slze:To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with deep water trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Meso- or bathypelagic. 
between depths of 200 and 570 m. Feeds on 
a variety of small fishes, crustaceans, and 
cephalopods. 



2 liiicnl lincY, loucr running 
near vcninsl crmiiHir 


no finlcts 


Promelhichihys promelheus (Cuvier. 18.42) 


FAO names: En - Roudi escolar: Fr - Escolier 
Clair. 

Local names: 

Size To 1 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and bot- 
tom longlines. occasionally with setnets. 
Habitat and biology: Meso-, bathy- or ben- 
thopelagic. from depths of about 100 to 750 m. 
Feeds on fish, crustaceans, and cephalopods. 


GEMPYLIDAE 
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Rexea prometheoides (BIceker. IS56) 


I hliKl. spot I 
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GEMPYLIDAE 



2 laicral lines 


FAO names: En - Silver gemfish; Fr - Escolier 
tifiati. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthopelagic, from 
depths of 135 to 540 m. 


pelvic lin ahseni 
1 1 spirK' m juveniles) 



Thyrsitoides mariryi Fow ler. 1929 


FAO names: En - Slender snoek: Fr - Escolier 
royal. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1.5 m, common to 1.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls, handlines, and 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Meso- and bathypelagic. 
to depths of 400 m or more. 



2 lalcial lines, the lower originating hclow 
4ih iliirsal-rin spine or s)igh(l) SchinJ. and 
running along middle ol' IkhIv 


GEMPYLIDAE 


Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con 
firmed. 
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TRICHIURIDAE 

Cutlassfishes, hairtailfishes, frostfishes. scabbardfishes 


.114 


H4M1\ 1 I'.Ik-S 


Aphanopus microphthalmm Norman. 19.19 

FAO names: En - Smalleye scabbardfish; 
Fr - Poisson sabre petits yeux. 

Local names: 

Size: To 94 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines. 



Habitat and biology: Benthopelagic, from 
depths of 810 to 1020 m. 


Benihodesmus otigoradiatm Parin and Bcckcr. 1970 


TRICHIURIDAE 


FAO names: En - Sparse-rayed frostfish; 

Fr - Poisson sabre chauve. 

Local names: 

Size: To 51 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthopelagic on 
seamounts and the continental slope, from 
depths of 375 to 600 m, juveniles down to 
1000 m. 
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Benihodesmus luckeri Parin and Bcckcr. 1970 


FAO names: En - Tucker's frostfish; Fr - Pois- 
son sabre ruban. 

Local names: 

Size: To 77 cm standard length. 

Fisheries: No information available. 

Habitat and biology: Benthopelagic. from 
depths of 550 to 790 m, juveniles mesopelagic 
at a depth of about 500 m. 


TRICHIURIDAE 



Trichiunis auriga Klun/.ingcr. IS84 


FAO names: En - Pearly hairtail; Fr - Poisson 
sabre brochet. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with deep water trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Benthopelagic in deep 
waters from depths of 250 to 350 m. Feeds on 
deep water shrimps and small fishes. 


less than 1 20 
ikirval-fm ckmcnls 


TRICHIURIDAE 
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Trichiurus lepturus Linnaeus. 1758 


31 .^ 

TRICHIURIDAE 


=A0 names: En - Largehead hairtall; 

■r - Poisson sabre common, 

.ocal names: Maguungi. 

Size: To 1 .2 m total length, common from 50 
:o 100 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bagnets, shore and 
K>at seines, longleines. and trawls. The most 
mportant commercially caught trichiurid. 

hlabitat and biology: Benthopelagic. in 
:aostal waters, from the surface (mainly at 
light) to depths of 350 m. 



XIPHIIDAE 

Swordfishes 


Xiphias gladius Linnaeus. 1 758 


FAO names : En - Swordfish: Fr - Espadon. 
Local names: Daanbeeri. 

Size: To 4.44 m, common to 3.0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines. harpoons, 
and trolling gear. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelagic. primarily 
oceanic: highly migratory. Feeds on fishes, 
crustaceans, and squids. 




ISTIOPHORIDAE 
Marlins, saillishes, and spearfishes 



FAO names: En - Indo-Pacific sailfish: 

Fr - Voilier indo-pacifique. 

Local names: Daanbeeri. 

Size: To about 3.2 m, common to 2.7 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with longlines, setnets, 
trolling and harpooning from boats. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, epipelagic and 
highly migratory. Feeds on fishes, crusta- 
ceans. and cephalopoda. 


ISTIOPHORIDAE 


pcivit lliiN vcr\ long 


j fin v«rr\ hij;h 


Istioplwnis platypterus (.Shu\s and Nodder. 1792) 
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Sfakaira indica (Cu\ icr. 1832) 


FAO names; En - Black marlin; Fr - Makaire 
noire. 

Local names: Daanbeeri. 

Size: To about 4.6 m, common to 3.8 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with commercial longlines, 
setnets. trolling and by harpooning from 
boats. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, epipelagic and 
highly migratory. Feeds on fishes, crusta- 
ceans. and cephalopoda. 



antcnof part of JtMvil I'm 
slwwier than body depth 


ISTIOPHORIDAE 


pccittral fm ngnl 


Makaira mazara (Jordan & Snyder. 1901 ) 


FAO names: En - Indo-Pacific blue marlin: 

Fr - Makaire bleu. 

Local names: Daanbeeri. 

Size: To about 4.3 m. common to 3.5 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with commercial longlines. 
and trolling from boats. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, epipelagic and 
highly migratory. Feeds on fishes, crusta- 
ceans. and cephalopoda. 



ISTIOPHORIDAE 


pectnral fin flcuMc 


anlcni>r pud of dur>al tin 
shorter ihun body depth 


Tetrapliirus anguslirostris Tanaka, 1915 


FAO names: En - Shortbill spearfish; 

Fr - Makaire a rostre court. 

Local names; Daanbeeri Cadde. 

Size: To about 2.3 m, common to 1 .9 m. 
Fisheries: Caught as bycatch of commercial 
longlines. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, epipelagic and 
highly migratory. Feeds on fishes, crusta- 
ceans. and cephalopoda. 



tk^sul fin high posienorly 


ISTIOPHORIDAE 


unlenor pud of dorsal fin 
higher ihun htnly depth 


Tetraptunis aiidax (PhiWppi. 1889) 


FAO names: En - Striped marlin; Fr - Marlin 
raye. 

Local names: Daanbeeri Cadde. 

Size: To about 3.4 m, common to 2.9 m. 

Fisheries; Caught with commercial longlines 
and trolling gear. 

Habitat and biology; Oceanic, epipelagic and 
highly migratory. Feeds on fishes, crusta- 
ceans. and cephalopods. 
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SCOMBRIDAE 


Albacores, bonitos, kawakawas, mackerels, seerfishes, tunas and wahoos 


Acanihocyhium solandri (Cuvier. 1831) 


SCOMBRIDAE 


-AO names: En - Wahoo; Fr - Tbazard batard. 
-ocal names: Yuumbl. 

Size: To 2.5 m. 

-isheries: Caught with sportfishing gear, 
-tabitat and biology: Epipelagic, oceanic: 
solitary or forming loose aggregations. Feeds 
on pelagic fishes and cephaiopods. 



Auxis rochei (Kisso. 1810) 

FAO names: En - Bullet tuna; Fr - Bonitou. 
Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines, shore 
seines, liftnets, traps, and trolling gear. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelagic. nerltic and 
oceanic. Feeds on small fishes, especially 
clupeolds. 



posterior pnn of 
corselet witlc 


SCOMBRIDAE 


10-12 spines 


Auxis thazard (Lacepede. 1 8(X)) 


FAO names: En - Frigate tuna; Fr - Auxide. 
Local names; Jaydar-Dhiiglow. 

Size: To 58 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with beach seines, shore 
seines, driftnets, purse seines, hook-and-line, 
and trolling gear. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelagic, neritic and 
oceanic. Feeds on small fishes, especially 
clupeolds. 



SCOMBRIDAE 


posterior pan of 
corscicl namm 


KM2 spines 




EuOiynnus ajjinis (Cantor, 1849) 


SCOMBRIDAE 


FAO names: En - Kawakawa; Fr - Thonine 
orientale. 

Local names: Jaydar-Dhiiglow. 

Size; To about 1 .0 m, common to 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught mainly by surface trolling, 
also with gillnets. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelagic and neritic; 
schools with other similar sized scombrids. 
Feeds on small fishes, especially clupeolds 
and atherinids. 



Mack spots 
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Grammatorcynus bilinealus (RiippcII. 18.16) 


FAO names: En - Double-lined mackerel: 

Fr - Thazard-kusara. 

Local names: 

Size: To 1 .0 m, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with pole and line. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelaglc, schooling in 
shallow reef areas. Feeds on fishes and crus- 
taceans. 


Bony_Flvhc‘ 



2 lateral lines, the l<mcr joining 
the upper hehind pcetoral fin 
base and at caudal peduncle 


SCOMBRIDAE 


htxly dorsaliy blue-grccn. 
vcnirally silvery whitish 


Gymnosarda unico/or (Riippell. 1 8.18) 


FAO names: En - Dogtooth tuna: Fr - Bonite 
a gros yeux. 

Local names: Jaydar-Dhiiglow. 

Size: To 1 .1 m. common to 80 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with pole and line. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelaglc, usually 
around coral reefs. Feeds on small fishes and 
squids. 

Remarks: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


SCOMBRIDAE 



lateral line strongly 
undulating 


13-15 spines 


no lines. sp»»is or other 
iiurkings on body 


teeth sery 
large 


Katsiiwuniis pelamis (Linnaeus. 1758) 


SCOMBRIDAE 


FAO names: En - Skipjack tuna : Fr - Listao. 
Local names: Jaydar-Dhiiglow. 

Size: To 1 .0 m, common to 80 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines and pole 
and line. Of major commercial interest. 
Habitat and biology: Epipelaglc and oceanic, 
usually above the thermocline. Feeds on 
fishes, crustaceans, and cephalopoda. 



Rasirelliger kanagurta (Cuvier. 1817) 


FAO names: En • Indian mackerel: 

Fr - Maquereau des Indes. 

Local names: Jaydar-Dhiiglow. 

Size: To 35 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines, encir- 
cling glllnets, and liftnets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters, often schooling in large numbers: juve- 
niles feed on phytoplankton, adults primarily 
on macroplankton such as larval shrimps and 
fish. 


SCOMBRIDAE 
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Sarda orientalis (Temminck and Schlegel. 1844) 


SCOMBRIDAE 


Striped bonito; Fr - Bonite 


FAO names: En 

oriental. 

Local names: Jaydar-Dhiiglow. 

Size: To 1.02 m, common to 50 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with pole and line, purse 
seines, and driftnets. Of major commercial 
interest. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters, schooling with other small tunas. Feeds 
mainly on small fishes such as clupeoids, 
crustaceans, and cephalopoda. 




no median keel 


SCOMBRIDAE 


Size: To 50 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines, trolling 
lines, gillnets, traps, beach seines, and mid- 
water trawls. 


Habitat and biology: Primarily coastal pe- 
lagic, schooling. Feeds on small fishes, espe- 
cially clupeoids, and pelagic invertebrates. 


FAO names: En - Chub mackerel; 
Fr - Maquereau espagnol. 

Local names: Yuumbi. 


I utlipuse eyelid 


Scomber japtmicus Houtluyn. 1782 


no ucll-dcvclopcd 
corselet 


tins w idely 
separaled 


Scomberomorus commerson (Lacepede. 1801 ) 


SCOMBRIDAE 


FAO names: En - Narrowbarred Spanish 
mackerel; Fr - Thazard raye indo-pacifique. 
Local names: Yuumbi. 

Size: To 2.2 m, common to 90 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with drift gillnets, midwater 
trawls, and trolling gear. Of major commercial 
interest. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic in coastal wa- 
ters at depths between 15 and 200 m, forming 
small schools; known to undertake longshore 
migrations. Feeds on small schooling fishes 
such as clupeoids. 



vcnic;il Jiirk Ixirs 
tjuvciiilcx sptH(L*d> 


lateral line abruptly bcnl 
dtmnuard hclou end of 
I"** dorsal fin 




Thunnus alaUtnga (Bonnaterre, 1788) 


FAO names: En - Albacore; Fr - Germon. 
Local names: Yajdar-Baal-Cagaar. 

Size: To 1 .2 m, common to 1 .0 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with purse seines, longli- 
nes, and trolling gear. 

Habitat and biology: Oceanic, the young 
often forming large schools. Feeds mainly on 
fishes, squids, and crustaceans. 



SCOMBRIDAE 


finkts dark 

iopyrighted malarial 
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Bony Kishes 


Thunnus alhacares (Bonnaterre, I78S) 


SCOMBRIOAE 


FAO names: En - Yellowfin tuna; Fr - Albacore. 
Local names: Yajdar-Baal-Cagaar. 

Size: To 1.95 m, common to 1.5 m. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines and purse 
seines. Of major commercial interest. 
Habitat and biology: Epipelagic and oceanic: 
schools by size. Feeds on fishes, crusta- 
ceans, and cephalopods. 



narrovfc black 
b»»rJcr 


broken while 
silvery lines 


2b-.'4 gill rakers 
«»n I ''arch 


Thunnus obesus (Lowe. 1830) 


SCOMBRIOAE 


FAO names: En - Bigeye tuna; Fr - Thon 
obese. 

Local names: Yajdar-Baal-Cagaar. 

Size: To at least 2.0 m. common to 1 .8 m. 
Fisheries: Caught with longlines. Of major 
commercial interest. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelagic and 
mesopelagic in oceanic waters from the sur- 
face to depths of 250 m; juveniles school with 
yellowfin and/or skipjack tuna. Feeds on 
fishes, cephalopods, and crustaceans. 



vcllow 


light >cllow 


23*31 gill rakers 
on 1 arch 


Thunnus tongf;nl (Blcekt-r. 1851) 


FAO names: En - Longtail tuna; Fr - Thon 
mignon. 

Local names: Yajdar. 

Size: To 1 .3 m, common to 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with longlines. Of major 
commercial interest. 

Habitat and biology: Epipelagic and neritic; 
avoids areas with reduced salinity. Opportun- 
istic feeder. 



SCOMBRIOAE 


19*27 gill rakersi 
on 1 '• arch I 
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CENTROLOPHIDAE 

Ruffs 


Psenopsis cyanea (AlciK'k. 1890) 


FAO names: En - Indian ruff. 

Local names; 

Size: To 20 cm, common to 16 cm. 

Fisheries; Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in rather deep 
water, between depths of 250 to 300 m; forms 
small schools. 



pcl\ic*rin ongin in from of 
pccionMln origin 


NOMEIDAE 

Man-of-war fishes, driftfishes 


Cuhiceps pauciradiatus Giinlhcr, 1 872 



FAO names: En - Longfin fathead. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in bottom 
trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Deep water on the con- 
tinental slope. 


iceih on ruoi of mouih 
in j oval |utch 


Cuhiceps squamicvps (Lloyd. 19()9) 


FAO names: En - Indian driftfish: Fr - Ddrivant 
indien. 

Local names: 

Size: To 18 cm. 


iccih on nxtt of 
mouih in a >inglc 


Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in bottom 
trawls. 


Habitat and biology: Deep water on the con- 
tinental slope. 

Remarks; In Fischer and Bianchi (1984) re- 
ported as P.wmis sqiuimuTps (Lloyd, 1909). 



NOMEIDAE 



.122 


Bony Fishe s 


ARIOMMATIDAE 

Ariommas 


Ariomma indica {Ddy. IS70) 


FAO names: En - Indian arlomma; 

Fr - Ariomme indienne. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm, common to 18 cm. 

Fisheries: Taken as bycatch in deep-sea 
trawling. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs in small shoals 
over muddy bottoms to depths of 300 m; con- 
tinental shelf and upper slope. Feeds on 
zooplankton. 

Remarks: Placed by some authors in the fam- 
ily Nomeidae. 



PSETTODIDAE 
Spiny turbot 


Psettodes erumei (Schneider. 1801 ) 


FAO names: En - Indian halibut; 
Fr - Turbot epineux indien. 


(plate XXXII. 220) 


ikuNal'fin origin udi po^ierior 
lo posilHm of eycA 


Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 

Size: To 60 cm, common to 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy and sandy 
bottoms down to a depth of about 100 m. 
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PARALICHTHYIDAE 


Short pelvic flounders 



e>cil siik Nkilh Nar>ing 
pallcm of hrovin vpitls 
hut aJua>A a brgcr and 
a >maller bliHdi along 
lateral tine 


FAO nantes: En - Largetooth flounder; Fr - Rite 
dentu. 


Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 


Size: To 35 cm, common to 30 cm. 


Pseudorhombus arsius (Humilton-Budianun. 1822) 


Fisheries: Caught in bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, in shallow wa- 
ters and estuaries, on muddy and sandy bot- 
toms, to depths of 200 m. Feeds on benthic 
animals. 


6-13 teeth on 
kmer >aw of 
blind side 


scales cycloid 
on blind side 


Pseudorhombus elevatus Ogilby. 1912 


PARALICHTHYIDAE 



eyed side pale brot*n. 
uiih about ft irregular 
nm s ot blotches on 
eyed side. .1 large 
disiirK'i blotches along 
lateral line 


FAO names: En - Deep flounder; Fr - Rite 
targeur 

Local names: 


Size: To 19 cm, common to 15 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught in bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, on clay, sand 
and mud bottoms, from depths of 7 to 200 m. 
Feeds on benthic animals. 


scales cycloid 
on blind side 


BOTHIDAE 



Lefteye flounders 


/nvna.vrcr I Tumminck and Schlegcl. 1846) 


BOTHIDAE 



grey-bnmn with 
2*.3ditTuse dark 
blotches along 
lateral line 


nurrKriHJs 
bi -coloured 
sptsts 


scales on eyed 
side cy cloid exept 
along edges 


FAO names. En - Oval flounder; Fr - Rombou 
oval. 

Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 

Size: To about 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy and sandy 
grounds of the continental shelf. 

nuMlIary scaa'ely 
reaches fmnl ✓ 
border of ey e 
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Bony Fishes 


Bothus pantherinm (Riippell, 18.^0) 


(plate XXXII, 221) 


BOTHIDAE 



FAO names: En - Leopard flounder; 

Fr - Rombou leopard. 

Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 

Size: To 25 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits shallow waters, 
on muddy and sandy bottoms. 


inu\ill:ir> 
rrachev 
Ironi Kirdcr 
nl eve 


female 


hroun or 
reddish with 
irregulur dark 
blotches and 
ocelli 


male 


all scales on 
c>ed side 
ctenoid 


Cliascanopsetia lupuhris Alcock. 1894 


BOTHIDAE 



numth \cr> large 


FAO names: En - Pelican flounder; Fr - Perpieire 
pelican. 

Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 

Size: To 40 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, from depths of 
60 to 600 m. Feeds on larger benthic animals. 


grey or yellowish 
with or without 
numerous small 
ikuk spots 


I 


Crossorlwmhus valderoslratiis (Alcotk, 1890) 


BOTHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Broadbrow flounder. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On muddy and sandy 
bottoms. 



anicnor edge upper 
eye opposite posterior 
part of lower eye 


male 
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Engymprosopon grandisquamis (Temminck and Schlegel. 1846) 


BOTHIDAE 


FAO names: En - Largescale flounder; 

Fr - Perpeire a grandes ecailles. 

Local names: 

Size: To 15 cm, common to 10 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Shallower muddy and 
sandy bottoms of the continental shelf. 


divtunce hcluccn 
c>cs much smullcr 
in fcinalcN 



PLEURONECTIDAE 
Righteye flounders 


Samaris crislalus Gray. 1 8.3 1 

FAO names: En - Gray's crested flounder. 
Local names: 

Size: To 17 cm total length. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic, to a depth 
62 m. 


of 



jnicnor 
doFNaMln ravs 
niamcnious 


prominent 
indention in 
head profile 


ri^hi pelvic-fin 
ra)s pndonged 
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Bony Fishes 


SOLEIDAE 


Soles 



gn.‘vi\l! brown with 15-16 
dark barv 


Aesopia cornuta Kaup. 1 858 


FAO names; En - Unicom sole. 

Local names: 

Size: To 22 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Found in coastal waters. 
Remark: Presence in Somalia to be con- 
firmed. 


uorsdjl and anal 


Ims joined lo 


caudal nn 


l^' dorsal'fin ray 
enlarged 


Euryglossa orienlalis (Bloch and Schneider, 1801 ) 


(plate XXXII. 222) 


SOLEIDAE 



Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On shallow sand and 
mud bottoms in coastal waters. Feeds on ben- 
thic invertebrates, especially small crusta- 
ceans. 


grey or brtmii uilh 
cloudy indistinci 
ixiichcs on eyed side 


FAO names: En - Oriental sole; Fr - Sole 
d'orient. 

Local names: 

Size: To 24 cm, common to 12 cm. 


dorsal and anal 
fins joined to 
caudal tin 



pectoral fin absent 


SOLEIDAE 


Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 


Size: To 25 cm, common to 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
beach seines. 


Habitat and biology: In shallow coastal wa- 
ters. Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 


olive green ss ith indistinct 
pale dark -edged areas 


FAO names: En - Finless sole; Fr - Sole de 
lait. 


dorsal and anal 
fin separated 
fmiii caudal fin 


Pardachims marmaratm (Lacepede. 1802) 


Sotea elongata Day. 1 877 


FAO names: En - Elongate sole; Fr - Sole 
diancee. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 12 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: On shallow sand and 
mud bottoms in coastal waters. Feeds on ben- 
thic invertebrates. 



black blotch on distal 
pun of pectoral lln 


aud;il fin separate 
Ironi dorsal and 
anal fins 
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SOLEIDAE 


Local names: 


Size: To 32 cm. common to 30 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
shore seines. 


FAO names: En - Commerson’s sole; Fr - Sole 
de Commerson. 


h«Ki> cl«*n{!atc 
arkl Lipcnng 
poNtenoris 


Habitat and biology: Shallow sand and mud 
grounds of the continental shelf. 


Jitrval and anal 
fiHN joined 
caudal fin 


Synaptura commenoniana tl.accpcde. IS02) 


Zehrias quagga Kuup. I X58 


SOLEIDAE 


FAO names: En - Fringefin zebra sole; 

Fr - Sole quagga. 

Local names: 

Size: To 15 cm, common to 12 cm. 
Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 


shore seines. 


Habitat and biology: Shallow sand and mud 
grounds of the continental shelf. 



CYNOGLOSSIDAE 

Tonguesoles 


Q 



FAO names: En - Natal tongue-fish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 14 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Benthic in shallow wa- 
ters. 


10-12 rows t»f Ncalo hciwccn 
ihe mo lateral It 


C)c‘> contiguous I 


Cynoglossus acaudaliis Gildirisl. 1906 


c>cd M(lc hnmn with 
dari bars ;uid hliMchcs 
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Bony Fishes 


Cynoglossus acutirostris Norman. 1939 


CYNOGLOSSIDAE 



FAO names: En - Sharpnose tonguesole: 

Fr - Langue poignard. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm, common to 19 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: On sandy bottoms in 
waters beyond depths of 200 m. Feeds on 
benthic invertebrates. 

snout pointed 


y lalcrul lines on eyed 
side, none on blind side 


upper side uniformly 
brownish, blind side 
whitish 


Cynoglossus lachneri Menon. 1 977 


FAO names: En - Lachner's tonguesole: 

Fr - Langue Lachner. 

Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 

Size: To 46 cm, common to 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits muddy or 
sandy bottoms of the continental shelf. 



2 lateral lines on eyL*d 
side. 2 on blind side 


16-IH rows of scales 
between lateral lines 


CYNOGLOSSIDAE 



Ib'lK rowsof scales 
between lateral lines 


CYNOGLOSSIDAE 


Habitat and biology: In shallow waters, up to 
depths of 25 m; on muddy and sandy bottoms. 

Feeds on benthic invertebrates. 

I I n«)siril on eyed side 


FAO names: En - Zanzibar tonguesole; 

Fr - Langue de Zanzibar. 

Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 

Size: To 20 cm, common to 16 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
shore seines. 


lateral lines on eyed 
side, none on blind side 


Cynoglossus zanzibarensis Norman. 1939 


Paraplagusia hilineata ( Bloch. 1 784) 


CYNOGLOSSIDAE 


FAO names: En - Doublelined tonguesole; 
Fr - Langue k deux lignes. 

Local names: Sheer-Sheerto. 

Size: To 30 cm, common to 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
beach seines. 

Habitat and biology: Inhabits muddy and 
sandy bottoms of the continental shelf: often 
found in shallow and brackish estuarine wa- 
ters. 



fhnj.>ed lips 
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Guillo Id Spc^:ic^ 




BAUSTIDAE 
Triggerfishes and durgons 



Kick^nninJ coluur 
grc> iL\hcd uiih 
oitvc-gmrn 


numcnnis \nu)l blue 


spn(K on h(xl> 


FAO names: En - Starry triggertish: Fr - Baliste 
6toll6. 

Local names: Kiln-Koy. 

Size: To 40 cm. 


liccp grt» 


Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 
Habitat and biology: Found over sand, 
sponge and weed bottoms to depths of 1 00 m. 
Feeds on benthic animals. 


Ahalisles stellalus (Lacepede. I79K) 


Balistapus undulalus (Park. 1797) 


FAO names: En - Orangestriped triggertish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls and 
pots. 

Habitat and biology: Extremely varied diet: 
live corals, benthic algae, sea urchins, crusta- 
ceans, other benthic invertebrates, and also 
small fish. 


BALISTIDAE 



numorouv nranpe Mnpc' 
i»n hitd> oml head 


green «»r tLiri brtm n 



Hali'iloides conspicillum (Bloch and Schneider. 1801 ) 


BALISTIDAE 



FAO names: En - Clown Iriggerfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: In coral reefs and on 
sandy bottoms. 


VcIh'Vk hand 


2 >dhm Of 


reudivh orange 


band 


Mhite spots 

Cl 
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Bony Fis hes 



FAO names: En - Dotty triggerflsh. 

Local names: 

Size: To 70 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. Feeds 
on corals, benthic Invertebrates, and algae. 


I tljlk puff Ic 


P^lc diugoful Kind 


BALISTIOAE 


rdV V ol scviHid (fctrval. 
anal, and caudal finv 


black dicialK 


BalisUiides viridescens ( Bloch, I SOI ) 


Canthidermis macuUitus ( Bloch. 1 796) 


BALISTIOAE 


FAO names: En - Spotted triggerflsh. 

Local names: 

Size: To more than 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with various types of nets. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in offshore wa- 
ters. 



Melichihys indicus Randull and Klauscwit/, 197.3 


BALISTIOAE 



FAO names: En - Indian triggerflsh. 

Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs in coral reefs. 


hackgriHind coliHir olive 
bmvk n lo dark bnmn 
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BALISTIDAE 


Melichthys niger ( Blwh. 1 786) 


FAO names: En - Black triggerfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 35 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: Occurs on coral reefs. 
Feeds on algae and phytoplankton. 



' ivvv w w vvKi'i \AA» W;.-^ 


[ hluish Ihks I 


Kxl> ilurk 
grccnivh 


Melichthys vidua ( Sniundcr. 1 844 ) 


FAO names: En - Pinktail triggerfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 40 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. Feeds 
mainly on algae and detritus but also con- 
sumes crustaceans, sponges, octopuses, and 
fishes. 


BALISTIDAE 



p%ilc Milh bl^^'k 
nurpins 


pcctorjl rm*. 
>clU>» 



Odonus niger (RiippcII. 1 840) 


BALISTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Redtoothed triggerfish; 
Fr - Baliste dents rouges. 

Local names: Kiin-Koy. 

Size: To 50 cm, including long caudal lobes. 
Fisheries: Caught with gillnets, bottom trawls, 
and lines. 

Habitat and biology: In shallow waters 
around reefs. Feeds on benthic animals. 



Kickgntumt cttittur 
ot hiKi> and fins 
hlackivh hnmn 


Copyrighted material 





332 


Pseudohalisles flavimarginalus (KiippcII. IK29) 


Bony pivh-.'' 

BALISTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Yellowface triggerfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal fishing gear. 
Habitat and biology: Found on lagoon slope 
and lagoon floor. 



Pseudobalisles fuscus (BkK'h and Schneider. 1801 ) 


BALISTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Rippled triggerfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 55 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 



caudal On double 
cmorgtnaic m adulu 
w ith a light blue edge 


light blue edge 


hndv dark blue. N^ilh a >clltm 
split on each scale 



BALISTIDAE 


4 diagimal bluish 
uhile bands 


FAO names: En - Blackbar triggerfish. 
Local names: 


Size: To 30 cm. 


Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear, mainly 
with pots. 

Habitat and biology: In quiet waters of lagoon 
sandy areas and parts of seaward reef. Om- 
nivorous: feeds on algae, detritus, mollusks. 
crustaceans, and other benthic invertebrates. 


Remarks: Presence along the Somali coast to 
be confirmed. 


Rhinecanthus aculeatus (Linnaeus. 1 7.^8 1 
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FAO names: En - Picasso triggerfish. r 

Local names; ^ 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear, mainly 
with pots. 

Habitat and biology: Mainly over sandy bot- 
toms around coral reefs. Feeds on benthic 
invertebrates. 


BALISTIOAE 


|~ brow n bjnJ 


Rhinecamhus assai (Forskal. 1 775) 


Rhinecanlhus reclangiilus (HUkH & .Schneider. IKOI ) 


BALISTIDAE 



FAO names: En - Patchy triggerfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear, mainly 
with pots. 

Habitat and biology: Occurs on the outer reef 
and sand zones. 

Remarks: Presence along the Somali coast to 
be confirmed. 


]> tilow ‘orangc 


hluL* KinJ 


Jjrk hjnd 


SuJJlameii bursa (Bloeh & Sehnoider, ISOI ) 



BALISTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Boomerang triggerfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 25 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 
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Bony Fish es 



FAO names: En - Halfmoon triggerfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear, mainly 
in pots. 

Habitat and biology: On coral reefs. 
Remarks: A similar species is S. alhicatiiliis 
(Ruppell. 1829), its presence in Somalia is 
uncertain. It can be distinguished from 
5. chn-Mipwrus by having a broad white zone 
at the caudal-fin base. 


BALISTIDAE 


scale ndges CAicnJing ! 
to miJ-body I 


light, ssiili 4 hnuii I 

Nsliilc hor distally ' 


SuffJamen chrysopterus (Bloch and Schneidor. 1801 ) 


head and body 
dori brou n 


Sufflamen fraenatus (BUx;h and Schneider. 1801 ) 


BALISTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Masked triggerfish; 

Fr - Baliste masque. 

Local names: Kiin-Koy. 

Size: To 50 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls, pots. 
Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, on 
corals and on flat bottoms with sponges: down 
to depths of 50 m. 



scale ndges exteiHJinf 
to mid-hody 


Xanlhichlhys lineopunclalus (Hollard. 1854) 


FAO names: En - Striped triggerfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 30 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with artisanal gear. 
Habitat and biology: In coastal waters, on 
corals: down to depths of 50 m. 
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MONACANTHIDAE 
Filefishes, leatherjackets 


X / 


Fisheries: Caught as bycatch in bottom trawls. Only large individuals are eaten, smaller ones are collected 
as trash fish. 


Habitat and biology; To depths of 170 m, on coral and rocky reefs, as well as on sand and mud bottoms, 
or seagrass beds. Feed on bottom living invertebrates, algae, plants and sponges. 



v4uJjl pcdurulc slender. i(s 
depth 2 limes m ilv length 


htniy grey uiih dark 
hloichcs on hack 


Alulerus mimoceros (Linnucus. IT.SX) 


En - Unicorn leatherjacket: Fr - Bourse loulou. Kiin-Koy. 
To 74 cm. common to 40 cm; on the continental shelf 
down to depths of 50 m; feeds on benthic organisms. 


[ 




yelioMish 


I cohwrhftmn 


hloe lines and 
hn>un spots 


dt>rsal-Un spine ueak 
and siHnetinics ahscni 
in large specimens 


long stout spines in 
males, bnish-likc 
setae in females 


up to 12 dark 
Kirs on sides 


caudal pcduiH'le 
more robust 


Alulerus scriptus (Osbeck. 1765) 
En - Scrawled leatherjacket. 
To 1.0 m. 


Amanses scopas (Cuvier. 1H29) 
En - Broom filefish. 

To 20 cm. 


ruudal Tin 
long 



Cantherhines dumerilii (Hollurd. 1854) 

En - White-spotted filefish. 

To 38 cm. common to 25 cm. 

ipyrighted material 





hoiK'vcomb 
paiicni of green 
or blue linc*v 


greenish blue or 
hrimn line> 


Cantherhines pardalis (Riippcll. IK3S) 
En - Honeycomb filefish; Fr - Bourse 
rayon de miel. 

To 20 cm; on shallow coastal coral reefs; 
feeds on benthic organisms. 



hackgrtHind hluc-grecn 
with bright orange 
blotehcv 


Oxymonacanthus hngirostris (HUkH & Schneider, 1801) 
En - Harlequin filefish. 

To 10 cm; feeds on coral polyps. 


snmit pitKluecd 
into tube 



I'* dor-ail-fin spine 
uUached to back with 
a flap of skin 


blackish brown 
saddles 


Paraluterus prionurus (Bleeker. 1851) 
En - Blacksaddle filefish. 

To 11 cm; at depths of 1 to 25 m. 


Pseudalutarius nasicornis (Temminck & Schicgel. 1850) 



network of 
pale lines 


En - Rhino leatherjacket. 
To 18 cm. 


margin of ventral 
tiup convex 


biHl> greyish 
brown with 
darker blotches 


Slephaiwlepis diaspros Fraser-Brunner. 1940 
En - Reticulated leatherjacket; Fr - Bourse garnale. 

To 25 cm. Copyrighted material 
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DIODONTIDAE 

Porcupinefishes, spiny puffers, burrfishes, balfoonfishes 



FAO names: En - BIrdbeak burrfish; Fr - Porc- 
epine becard. 

Local names: Qaruumbo-Maanyo. 

Size: To 15 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Apparently mostly over 
sand and mud bottoms, in moderate depths to 
at least 170 m. 


cliiMcr of hloichcs on 
(Kick and >idc> 


no dark spots on fins 


no \pincs on 
caudal peduncle 


Chilomycterus orbicularis (Bloch. 178.S) 


Chilomycterus redculalus (Linnaeus. 1 758) 

FAO names: En - Spotfin burrfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 55 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Young are pelagic in 
oceanic surface waters; adults benthic. 



1-2 shun Spines 
on caudal 
|vdurK.'Ie 


Mack spots on 
upper surface 


DIODONTIDAE 



FAO names: En - Yellow-spotted burrfish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 28 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Juveniles are pelagic, 
adults benthic; from depths of 3 to 90 m. 

Remarks: Presence along the Somali coast to 
be confirmed. 


NCilirall) cacli spine 
m a Mack sp»M 


no dark spi»(s 
on fins ■ 


DIODONTIDAE 


no spines on 
caudal peduncle 


Chilomycterus spilostylus (Leis & Randall. 1982) 


Diodon liolocanthus Linnaeus. 1758 


FAO names: En - Balloonfish; Fr - Porc-epine 
ballon. 

Local names: Qaruumbo-Maanyo. 

Size: To 29 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Lives on coral reefs, 
over sand and mud bottoms in shallow to 
moderate depths; juveniles are pelagic. 



spines longer than 
c>c diameter 


DIODONTIDAE 


none ol the spines uholl> 
tin caudal peduncle 

> r *) ■ I ci I 
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Bonv Fivhfs 


Diodtm hystrix (Linnaeus. 1758) 


FAO names: En - Spotted porcupinefish; 
Fr - Porc-epine boubou. 

Local names: 

Size: To at least 60 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Mostly found on reefs; 
adults are benthic, young pelagic. 



DIODONTIDAE 


I or nuvr vtrutll 
spiitCN >hho]|y on 
caudal peduncle 


spines litngcr ihan | 
c\cdianK'tcr 



no dark spots 
<m fins 


DIODONTIDAE 


FAO names: En - Fourbar porcupinefish. 
Local names: 

Size: To 20 cm. 

Fisheries: Caught with bottom trawls. 

Habitat and biology: Continental shelf; adults 
are benthic, young pelagic. 


Ijaphodiodim ca/on (Bianconi. 1855) 


spines un head 
eavtilc 


MOLIDAE 

Molas, ocean sunfishes, headfishes 


A/rrfa /iir^Jia iLinneaus. 1841) 

FAO names: En - Ocean sunfish. 

Local names: 

Size: To 3 m . 

Fisheries: Not eaten generally as flesh is 
tough and unpalatable, but some consider it a 
delicacy. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, idling at surface 
often on their side. Feed on jelly-fishes and 
algae. 

Remarks: Similar species are Ranzemia Uwvis 
(Pennabt, 1776) which has a more slender 
body (depth 2 times in body length) and MoUi 
ItwceoUiiiix (Lienard, 1841) which has a cen- 
tral pointed projection at the caudal fin. 
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CHELONIIDAE 


Caretta caretta iVAnne-Mx^. 1758) 


FAO names: En - Loggerhead turtle; 

Fr - Caouane. 

Local names: 

Size: To 125 cm carapace length. 

Fisheries: Protected; Incidentaliy taken by 
large-mesh driftnets or setnets; occasionally 
caught in trawls. 

Habitat and bioiogy: Marine, highly migra- 
tory. Feeds on mollusks, sea-urchins, and 
crustaceans, also on algae. 




underside 


Chelonia mydas ) Linnaeus. 1 758) 


FAO names: En - Green turtle; Fr - Tortue 
verte. 

Local names: 

Size: To 120 cm carapace length. 

Fisheries: Protected: taken incidentally by 
large mesh driftnets or setnets. 

Habitat and biology: Marine, seagrass beds. 
Feeds on several species of seagrass: climbs 
onto reefs to feed on algae. Migrates over 
considerable distances. 



CHELONIIDAE 


4 pafo ol 
(.Kcnil sane's 


I pair o( 
prcfronial 
scales 


Eretmochelys imbricala (Linnaeus. 1776) 


FAO names: En - Hawksbill turtle; 

Fr - Caret. 

Local names; 

Size; To 100 cm carapace length. 

Fisheries: Protected. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow seagrass and 
algae beds, also on mud or coral: carnivorous 
but sometimes subsists entirely on algae, and 
feeds on the fruit of the red mangrove. 


CHELONIIDAE 



stuicsttscrlappmg <c.vccpt 
in vcr> spccimcnsl 
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l^pidochelys olivacea (Eschscholtz. 1829) 


CHELONIIDAE 


FAO names: En - Olive ridley turtle; Fr - Tortue 
olivatre. 

Local names: 

Size; To 79 cm carapace length. 

Fisheries: Protected; Incidentally taken by 
shrimp trawls and in large mesh nets. 

Habitat and biology: Shallow coastal waters 
and open sea; dorsal pigmentation of male 
more intense than female; nest scooped out 
20 to 50 m from the sea, eggs 38 to 43 mm 
diametre; 90 to 135 eggs laid at a time, newly- 
laid eggs agglutinated by mucus. 



5 or iiHtre pairs 
of luieral scutes 



DERMOCHELYIDAE 


Dermochelys coriacea I VunJelli. 1 76 1 ) 


FAO names: En - Leatherback turtle; 

Fr - Tortue luth. 

Local names: 

Size: To 180 cm carapace length. 

Fisheries: Protected; Incidentally taken by 
driftnets. 

Habitat and biology: Pelagic and migratory. 



Iimgiiuilmjl ridges 
on carapace 


dippers uithout 
\tsible ciaws 


body tAithoul hom> 
scutes, etnered by 
smooth leathery skin 
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Explanation of the System 
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: Family names. 
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1-10111 Ciuicle io the Marine Hkherics Resources of Somalia 


A 


Aari-Joog 212 

Aarigoosto 24 

Aarigoosto-Baxareed 21 

Aarigoosto-Deelley 2£ 

Aarigooslo-Sharaxley 22 

Aarigoosto-Shiikgaaley 25 

Aarijoog 145-147 

Abaiistes stellatus 129 

Ahlennes Mans 759 

Acanthoevhium i2H 

Acanthocybium solandri 117 

Acaiithopagms herda 241 

Acanthopagrus bifascia/us 246 

ACANTHURIDAE 126. 301^309 

ACANTHUROIDEl 12fi 

Acan/hurus bleekeri 10!- 102 

Acanthunis blochii 10! 

Acanthurits dussumieri 10! 

Acanthunis gahhin 10!, 101 

Avanthurus ieucostermm 102 

Acanthunis Hneatus 102 

Acanthunis mata 102 

Acanthurus nigricans 10!, 101 

Acanthurus nigricaitda 10!, 101 

Acanthunis nigrofiiscus 101 

Acanthunis sohal JO.? 

Acanthunis tennentii 104 

Acanthunis thompsoni 104 

Acanthunis triostegus 104 

Acanthunis xanthopterus 101 

acaudatiis, Cynoghssus 127 

accUvirostris, !*arapenaeopsis IS. 

Acetes erythraeus 211 

acinaces, Gen-es 21S 

Acropoma japonicum !H1 

ACROPOMATIDAE 109. 183 

aculeatus, Rhinecanthus JJ2 

acus melanotus, Tylostinis !60 

acuta, Diissumieria !41 

acutidens, Segaprion ZJ 

acutipinnis, Sphyraena 1!0 

acutirostris, Cynoghssus J2^ 

acutus, Rhizoprionodon ZJ 

Aden splitfin 1£3 

adeni, Synagrops Ml 

Adorned wrasse 282 

adustus, Myripristis t67 

aegina. Octopus 52 

aeo!us, Siliago 202 

Aesop slipper lobster 2fi 

Aesopia comuta 32fi 

Aethahpcrca rogaa !S4 

Aetobatus narinari Sb 

Aetomylaeus maculatiis fi7 

afjinis, Euthynnus HZ 

ajfinis, Hahsauropsis H 

affinis, Hyporhamphus 76/ 

ajfinis. PageUus 247 

African coris 28Q 

African flyingfish , . . 1£3 

African pompano 205. 216 

African sailfin flyingfish 

African spadefish 266 

African spear lobster 24 

africana, Coris 2S0 

africana, Coris gaiinard 2S0 

africanus, Trachinotus 2!6 


africanus, Crogymnus SS 

agassizi, Chhrophthahnus !.^4 

Agujon needlefish 162 

Aigie de mer leopard fifi 

Aiguille crocodile 16Q 

Aiguille voyeuse 160 

Aiguillette ruban 160 

alaliinga, Thitnnus J79 

aibacares, Thunnus 120 

Albacore 319. 320 

Albacores 128. 317 

aibelia, SardineUa 146 

atbicaudus, Sufflamen 114 

albiniarginatus, Carcharbinus 6Z 

aiboguttata, Parapercis 29S 

albovittata, Stethojuiis 2H6 

Albula glossodonta 7J4 

Aibuia neogtiinaica !14 

Albuh vutpes !14 

ALBULIDAE ^134 

ALBULIFORMES 91 

Alcock’s scorpionfish IZfi 

alcocki, Aristeus 12 

aicocki, Piesionika LL 

Alectis LU. 

Aiectis ciiiaris 201 

Alectis indicus 201 

Alepes djedaba 2775 

Alepes vari 206 

ALEPOCEPHALIDAE 95 

Alfonsino IfiZ 

Alfonsinos 104. 16Z 

Almaco jack 21fi 

Aloha prawn 18 

Alupias petagicus 62 

Ahpias superciliosus 6i 

Alopias vulpiniis 62 

ALOPIIDAE 58. 63 

Alose palli 145 

Alose-ecaiiie indienne 146 

ALPHEIDAE fi 

Aliiterus monoceros JJ5 

Alutenis scripta ? ?5 

Amanses scopas JJ.'> 

AMBASSIDAE 109 

ambiycephaium, Thalassoma 2H7 

amblycephaius, Johnius (Johnius) 257 

Ambiygastcr ieiogastcr 742 

Ambtygaster sinn !41 

ambiyrhynchoides. Carcharhiniis 62 

amboinensis. Carcharhiniis 68. 

AMMODYTIDAE 123 

Anampses caeruleopunctatus 275 

Anampses Hneatus 275 

Anampses tneleagrides 275 

Anampses twistii 276 

Anchois bombra 15Q 

Anchois boucanier 142 

Anchois devis 149 

Anchois douanier 142 

Anchois indien 15Q 

Anchois-moustache cornu 151 

Anchois-moustache cristal 151 

Anchois-moustache sardin 151 

Anchovies 94. 149 

ancyhstoma, Rhina 8£ 

Angelfishes 119, 267 

Angelot 8J 

Anglerfishes 100. 158 

ANGUILLIDAE 92 
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ANGUILLIFORMES .... 

angulalus, Puerulus 

aitgustiroxtris, Tetrapturus . . 

Anishow 

annulatm, Hologvmnmus . . 

aniiulatus, S'aso 

Anoli A deux laches .... 
Anoli k grandes dcailles . . 

Anoli bigarrd 

Anoli croix 

Anoli gr6le 

Anoli indien 

Anoli tumbil 

Anolie bigarre 

ANOMALOPIDAE 

Anoxypri\ti\ cuxpidatux , , , 
anlarcticiis. Balhvlagus . . . 

ANTENNARIIDAE 

anllwidf\. Bodianus 

Antignnia ruhescens 

Anyperodon Irucngrammicus 
Aphanopux microphlhalmu\ . 

Apharrii\ furca 

Aphareiis rutilans 

ApiMus carinatus 

APLOACTINIDAE 

APOGONIDAE 

Apnlrmichthys Irimaculalus . 
Apolemichlhy\ xanthotis . . . 

Apriiin rirrscrns 

Aprixtums indicus 

Arabian angelfish 

Arabian cuttlefish 

Arabian flyingfish 

Arabian gizzard shad .... 
Arabian monocle bream . . 

Arabian pandora 

Arabian parrotfish 

Arabian red shrimp 

Arabian scad 

Arabian smooth-hound . . 
Arabian whip lobster .... 

arabira. \emalalo\a 

arabica. Sepia 

arabicus. Bhynchorhamphux 

arabieux. Scarux 

archiepixcopux. Oxiichihyx . . 

Areolate grouper 

areolalux, Epinephelux . . . . 
areolalux, Pleciropnmux . . . 
argalux plalyura, Plalyhelimr 

argtnteux, Diretmux 

argenteux, Monodactyhtx . . . 
argrnirux, I’omodasyx , . . . 

argenteux, Siganux 

argenlimaculatux, Ijiljanux . 
Argentines 

afCgentinidae 

argo, Argonauta 

Argimaula argil 

Argonaule papier 

argonautidae 

Argonauts 

argux. Cephahpholix 

Argyropx JUamentnxux . . . . 

Argyriipx xpinifer 

ARIIDAE 

Ariumma iadica 

Ariommas 

ARIOMMATIDAE 

Ariomme indienne 


92 

21 

U6 

155 

2M 

3m 

155 

155 

156 
155 

155 

156 

155 

156 
104 

m 

<is 

100 

22A 

llA 

IM 

ilA 

22d 

221 

m 

108 

111 

261 

261 


. . . 61 
. 260 
,45 
. . , 162 
146 
. . . 256 
. . . 242 
.291 
,12 
. . 21B 
. . . 62 
. . . 26 
. . . Hi 
. . . IS 
... 162 
. . . 2SU 
. . . im 
. . . 162 
. . . ISl 
. . . LH6 
. . . 16U 
. . . UU 
... 266 
. . . 211 
. . . 299 
. . . 226 
... 95 
. . . 95 
. . . 55 
. . . 55 
. . . 55 
. . . 55 
. 52.55 
. . . IM 
. . . 216 
. . . 216 
. 94. 153 
. . . J22 
129. 322 
129. 322 
322 


Aristaeid shrimps 

ARISTAEIDAE 

.Arixtaeomorpha fotiacea , 

Aristeid shrimps 

ARISTEIDAE 

.An'xleux alcwki 

Ariux lhalaxxinus 

armatux, Carangaidex , , . 

Armourheads 

Arrow bulleye 

Arrowhead soapfish ... 
arxiux, Pxeudorhomhux . . 
axfur. Pumacanthux .... 

axper, Rogadiux 

axperrimux, Vrogymnux . . 
axpinoxa, Paraxculopxix . . 
axxai. Bhinecanlhux .... 
ASTRONESTHIDAE . . . 
ATELEOPODIOAE .... 

Aleleopodids 

.Aleleopux iialalensix .... 
Alherine de Barnes .... 

AthOhne samoan 

AlhOrine tSIu 

ATHERINIDAE 

ATHERINIFORMES .... 
.llberiiwmorus taeunosux , 

atriluniila, Scarux 

atrixignix, Cheitopogim . . 

.Mule male 

audax. Tetrapturus 

AULOPIFORMES 

AULOSTOMIDAE 

.Auliixiomus cbinensix . . . 

auriga. Trichiurus 

aunilinealux, (inathndentex 

australis. Sepia 

Auxide 

A axis 

.lirxi.v rwhei 

Auxis thazard 

axillaris. Bodianus 

aygula. Corix 


6 

a 

u 

12 

13 

U 

LSI 

206 

119 220 

201 

164 

121 

26B 

US2 

M 

255 

Ill 

96 

103 

103 

nil 

152 

159 

156 

102. 158-159 

102 

IS& 

292 

162 

206 

116 

92 

. . . 106. 125 
US 

m 

210 

IS 

312 

L2K 

Ill 

Ill 

216 

2m 


B 


Baal Madoobe 24 

Baal-Guguud 210 

Bacoore 153 

Baelama anchovy 151 

haelama.Thryxsa LSI 

hagio, Muraenexox U2 

baitlimii, Tracbinotus 217 


hajad, Carangoides 207 

Balibot aile noire 153 

Balibot raye 153 

Balistapus undulaliix .129 

Baliste dents rouges 331 

Baliste 6toil6 329 

Baliste masque 334 

BALISTIDAE 131. 329-334 

Balisloides conspicillum .129 

Balisloides riridexcenx 110. 

Ballon shark 64 

Balloonfish 332 

Balloonfishes 332 

balxxi, Penaeopxis 16 

ballealus. Diplerygonolus 2.?5 

Banana fusilier 237 

Banane lOvre aigue 134 
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Banane levre ronde .... 

Banded grunter 

Banded lizardfish 

Banded needlefish 

Banded whip lobster . . 

Bandfishes 

Bandroie bouche noire . . 

Bandroie marache 

hanksi, Onychiitrulhis . . . 
harhala, Seorpatnopsh . . . 

Barbel eels 

Barbel flyingfish 

barhrrinus, Parupeneus . . 

Barbu re rayd 

Barbure tdche noire . . . 

Barcheek trevally 

Barnes' silverside 

harnesi. Hypi>alherina . . . 

Barracoutas 

Barracuda 

barracuda, Sphyraena . . . 

Barracudas 

Barracudinas 

Barred flaglail 

Barred rubberlip 

Barred thicklip 

Bartail tlathead 

bartrami, Ommastrephes . . 

batei, Scyllarus 

Batfishes 

BATHYLAGIDAE 

Balhvlagus aniarclicus . . . 

BATbiD FISHES 

BATRACHOIOIDAE . . . . 
BATRACHOIDIFORMES . 

Bearded croaker 

Bearded scorpionlish . . . . 

Beardfishes 

Beauclaire de roche . . . . 

Beauclaire miroir 

Beauclaire pivoine 

Bdeune chevronnde . . . . 

Bdeune de Forster 

Bdeune jello 

Bdeune obtuse 

BELONIDAE 

BELONIFORMES 

Bflonnprrca chabanaudi . . 

Bengal snapper 

bengaltnsis, Ijtljanus . . . 

Bdnitier allonge 

Bdnitier dcailleux 

Bensasi goatfish 

brmasi, Vpeneus 

Btnlhode\mus oligoradialus 
Henthodesmui luckrri . . . 
brnluriai, l,epidolrigla . . . 

Berber ponylish 

brrbis, l^iognalhm 

berda, Acanthopagrus . . . 

brrndti, Myriprislis 

BERYCIDAE 

BERYCIFORMES 

Beryx common 

Brryx drcadactylus 

Beryx long 

Beryx splendrn\ 

bicolor, Crioscarus 

Bicolour parrortish 

bicornix, Chlorophihalmux . 
bifaxciatus, Acanthopagrux 


134 

243 

156 

16Q 

22 

12Q 

158 

158 

sa 

iZZ 

153 

165 

25S 

224 

224 

21Q 

159 



. . . 127.312 

319 

UR 

. . . 127.310 

92 

199 

241 

283 

uai 

SR 

»fl 

101. 118. 265 

95 

95 

26 

190 

lOQ 

25Z 

122 

105 

200 

200 

200 

3U 

310 

311 

311 

. 102. 159-160 

102 

lU 

226 

Z2R 

38 

38 

261 

161 

UA 

iLL 

US. 

220 

12R 

2AS 

16S 

, , , 104. 162 

104 

16Z 

161 

162 

161 

2SR 

290 

IS4 

1A6 
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Dusky spineloot 299 

Dusky wrasse 283 

Dussumier's croaker 257 

Dussumier's wrasse 282 

dussunticri. .Xcanthurus .101 

dussuinirri. Rrama 224 

dussunticri. Halichoerrs 2d2 

dussunticri. Itthnitts 257 

dussunticri. lohnius (lohnicops) 257 

Dussutnieria acuta 14A 

Dussumieria clopsidcs L4i 

Duusho 49-51 

Duusho-Baxareed 48 

Duusho-Dhuleed 46-47 

duvauccii. Ijtligo 4d 

Dwarf monocle breams 116. 254 


E 

Eagle rays 79. 86 

East African sardinella 14Z 

ECHENEIDAE 112, 204 

Echcncis naucratcs 204 

Echidna nchulosa 1.15 

Echidna polyzona 1.15 

Echidna zebra 1.15 

Eclipse parrolfish 296 

cdwardsiantis. Plesiopettaeus M ■flUjj| 

Eels 92 

Eey-Maanyo 204 

Ehrenberg's snapper 227 

chrenhergii. Eutjanus 227 

Eighibar grouper 192 

Elagatis bipinnulata 212 

Electric rays ZL 81 

ELEOTRIDIDAE 125 

ciciatus. Pseudorhontbus .121 

einngata. Solra 126 

Elongate bulleye 201 

Elongate giant clam 38 

Elongate sole 326 

Elongate surgeonfish 302 

clongatus. Oymnneranius 249 

clongatus. Hetnipristis 67 

clongatus. Ixiognatltits 221 
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ELOPIDAE 91. 133 

Elopiformes aj 

Elups machnala /.?■? 

elopsides, Dussumieria /d3 

Ember parrotfish 23S 

Emissole d'Arabie 62 

Empereur a bandes oranges 252 

Empereur bas cou 253 

Empereur bossu 253 

Empereur gueule longue 2S2 

Empereur honteux 253 

Empereur lenlille 25J 

Empereur mahsena 253 

Empereur moris 252 

Empereur Saint Pierre 25Q 

Empereur striee 249 

Empereur tatue 242 

Empereur lidents 253 

Emperor angelfish 2BS 

Emperor red snapper 233 

Emperors 116. 242 

Encornet bande violette 53 

Encornet veinb 42 

Encornet volant 52 

EncrasicbuHna devisi 149 

Encrasicholina helendoha 149 

Encrasiclwlina piincli/er 149 

enplemani. Svnadus IS6 

ENGRAULIDIDAE 93-94, 149-151 

Engraulis capensis ISO 

Engraulk japonicus ISO 

Engyriiprosopon grandisqiiamis i2S 

ensirostris, Exhippalysmata Hi 

ensiroslris, Nephropsis Z1 

Epaulet grouper 3M 

Epaulette surgeonfish 323 

Epervier k bande noire 270 

Epervier de corail 270 

EPHIPPIDAE 118. 265-266 

Ephippiii IIX 

Epibule gutirami 2H! 

Epibulus 122 

Epibiiliis insidialor 2SI 

Epinephelux areidalus 1X7 

Epinrphelus caenileopunctaliis 1X7 

Epinephelus chabaudi I XX 

Epinephelus clilorosligma I XX 

Epinephelus coioides !XX 

Epinephelus epislicliis 1X9 

Epinephelus fasciatus 1X9 

Epinephelus flavocaeruleus 1X9 

Epinephelus fuscugutlalus 190 

Epinephelus gabriellae 190 

Epinephelus indistinctus 190 

Epinephelus lanceulaliis 191 

Epinephelus nwlaharicus UH 

Epinephelus marrhua 191 

Epinephelus inultiiwlalus 192 

Epinephelus oeinfascialus 192 

Epinephelus poecilonotus 192 

Epinephelus polylepis 192 

Epinephelus pnlyphekadion 192 

Epinephelus rudiatus 192 

Epinephelus rivulatus 194 

Epinephelus stnUezMoe 194 

Epinephelus surnnianu 194 

Epinephelus tauvina !9S 

Epinephelus tukula I9.S 

Epinephelus undulosus I9S 

epislicliis, Epinephelus 1X9 


eqiiiselis, Cnryphaena . . . 
eqiiula. Caranguides . . . . 
equuliis, IMognaihus , . , 
ereguodiiolenkee, Mohiila . 
Erelmnchelys inibricala . . 
Eridacnis radclijfei . . . . 
erinniina. I’arascoliipsis . . 

eriiniei, I’selliides 

cryihracanihiis, iMhrinus . 

eryihraeus, Aceles 

Escolar 

Escolars 

Escolier Clair 

Escolier noir 

Escolier oriental 

Escolier reptile 

Escolier royal 

Escolier serpent 

Escolier tifiati 

Espadon 

Elelis 

Elelis carbiinciiliis 

Elelis ciiruscans 

Elruineiis leres 

Eulepliirhaniphiis viridis 
Eiiryglossa nrienlalis . . . 
Eurypegasus dracunis . . . 

Eulhvnniis ajfinis 

EVERMANNELIDAE . . . 
Exh ippiilysinala ensirosiris 
Exocet k grandes ecailles . 

Exocet africain 

Exocet aile courle 

Exocet aile jaune 

Exocet boue 

Exocet cadene 

Exocet Coromandel ... 

Exocet de Sutton 

Exocet pharaon 

Exocet planeur 

Exocet tachete 

Exocet voilier 

Exocet voilier africain . . . 

EXOCOETIDAE 

Exocoeliis mnnocirrhus . . 

Explorer shrimp 

Exquisite virrasse 

exquisiliis, Cirrhilabrus . . 
Eyestriped surgeonfish . 
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103. 162-186 

161 

15 

262 
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F 


falciforniis, Carcharhinus 69 

falciformis, Monodaclyliis 266 

falcipinnis. Scams 292 

False morays 22 

False pipefishes 122 

False trevaiiles 112. 203 

False trevally 203 

Fangalaato 258-262 

far, Hemiramphus 161 

Farey 125 

Farluuq . 23 

Farluuq Shabeellow 61 

fascialiiin, Slegnslnma 61 

fascialus, Cheiliniis 27 X 

fascialiis, Epinephelus 1X9 

fascialus, /leinigyinniis 2X2 

fascialus, Eeiognallius ^ ^ . 222 
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faueri, Lepidolrigla 179 

favagineiis, (iynwothorax /.?5 

fehlmanni. Clenacis 66. 

(Fennerupenaeiis) indicus, Penaeus iZ 

(Fennenipeaneiisi penicillalus, Peiweii\ IZ 

ferdau, Carangoidts 2IIH 

ferntgineus, Nrhrius 62. 

ferrugineus. Scams 292 

Festive parrotfish 293 

festivus. Scams 79 1 

filamenliisus, .\rgyrops 246 

Jilameiilosiis, Gerres 2.1S 

fUamentosus, Pristipnmoidcs 2.12 

Filefishes 13?. 335 

Finback catsharks 59. 66 

Finless sole 326 

Finstnpe goatfish 262 

fissums, Parapenacus IS 

Fisliilaria commersonii /7.5 

Fislularia pelimba ITS 

FISTULARIIDAE 15L 125 

Fivelinger wrasse 266 

Fivesaddle parrotfish 236 

Fivestripe wrasse 266 

flageUijfer, Pleragiigiis 2SS 

Flagtails 111. 129 

Flame snapper 225 

Flamingo shrimp 16 

Flat needlefish 159 

Flatfishes 13Q 

Flathead lobsters 33 

Flathead mullet 222 

Flatheads 123 

flavicauda, Sphyraena f/P 

Jiavimurginaliis, Gymniiiliorax LM 

flavimarginatus, Pseudobalisies 112 

Jlarobrunneum, Lepidocybiiim .112 

Jlavocaemlcus, Fpinephctus IH9 

Jlarolinealus, Mulluidichthys 2SS 

flavumaculatus. Pleclorhiiicus 240 

Floral wrasse 226 

Fluted giant clam 36 

Flutemouths 107. 175 

Flying gurnards 109. 160 

Flyingflshes 102-103. 162 

fntiacea, .\ristaeomorpha LI 

folium. Deiidosirea iZ 

Foodballlishes IQJ 

forbtsi, Ijtligo 4Si 

Forgerdn tachetd 264 

Forktail largeeye bream 249 

formosa. L oris 2SI 

forsskali, Pampenrus 260 

forsleri, Paracirritiles 270 

forsleri. Sphyraena .110 

Fourbar porcupinelish 338 

Fourline hogfish 22Z 

Fourline wrasse 284 

Fourllned terapon 197 

fraenaliis, SufPamen .1.14 

Freckled goatfish 262 

frenatus, Scarus 29.1 

frerei, Coris 2SI 

Freshwater eels 92 

Frigate tuna 312 

Frilled sharks 52 

Fringefin zebra sole 322 

Fringelip mullet 223 

Frog cuttlefish 46 

Frogfishes 190 

Frostfishes 127. 314 


Full moony 266 

fuhiflamma, IjUjanus 22S 

fulvogullalus, Carangoides 20S 

fuivus, l.uljamis 228 

Funi 153 

furca, .\phareus 224 

furcalus. Cheiiopogon 16.1 

furcatus. Pomadasys 24.1 

fuscogultatus, Epineplielus 190 

fuscomacuiata. Torpedo &l 

fuscopurpureus. Scams 29.1 

fuscus, Pseudobalisies 112 

Fusilier 5 bandes variees 235 

Fusilier k dos jaune 235 

Fusilier a dos jaune et bleu 234 

Fusilier k ligne olive 232 

Fusilier banane 232 

Fusilier capricorne 236 

Fusilier de Marr 236 

Fusilier didgant 236 

Fusilier marbrd 235 

Fusiliers 115. 234 


G 

Gaangish 

gabriellae, Epinepheius . 

Gacan Jebis 

GADIFORMES 

galilim, Acanthurus . . . 
gaimard africana, Coris . 
Galeocerdo cuvier .... 
gambemr, Hyporhamplius 
Gambon d'Arabie ... 

Gambon dcarlat 

Gambon rouge 

Gapers 

GASTEROSTEIFORMES 

GASTROPODS 

galcrinus, Pleclorhiiicus . 

Gazza miiiiila 

Geedow 

Geedoy 

GEMPYLIDAE 

Gempylus 

Geiiipyius serpens .... 
genazonaliis, Scarus . . . 

Germon 

gerrardi, llimanliira . . . 

GERREIOAE 

Gerres acinaccs 

Gerres filaincnlosiis . . . 

Gerres ohloiigiis 

Gerres oyena 

ghanam, Scolopsis .... 

ghohban. Scams 

Giant catfish 

Giant clams 

Giant grouper 

Giant guitarfish 

Giant hogfish 

Giant manta 

Giant moray 

Giant red shnmp 

Giant slender moray . . . 
Giant spider conch . . . 
Giant tiger prawn .... 

Giant trevally 

gihhosa, Sardinella . . . 
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flihhoxa, Setirpaenopsix I7X 

gibboxiix, Plectorhinchux 240 

liibbiix, iMljaiiux 22S 

gibbiix, Scarux 2V4 

Ginglxmiixtoma bret icaudaliim bl 

GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE 58, 63 

Girelle de Noel 

Girelle hublot 26Z 

Girelle reine 263 

Girelle verte 267 

Gizzard shads 142 

Gladiator lobsterelte 23 

gladiux, Xiphiax 1/5 

Glasseye 2M 

Glasseyes HL 199 

Glasslishes 109 

glauca, I’riimaee Z1 

glesiie, Regalecux 10.1 

Glider flyingtish 162 

Globehead parrotlish 295 

glohicepx, Scarux 2 >5 

(ilnripallium pallium i/i 

gloxxiidoitia, Albiila 1.14 

Glowbellies 109.183 

Glowbelly 163 

Onathanndon xpecioxux ZZJ 

(Itialliodcnlex 116 

Cmatbodcntex aurolineatux 24*1 

Goastbeard brotula 162 

Goatfishes 117. 266 

Gobies 126 

GOBIESOCIDAE 163 

GOBIESOCIFORMES 103 

GOBIIDAE 125 

GOBIOIDEI 126 

(labiiix 125. 

Goda river prawn 9 

Goldband fusilier 236 

Goldband goatfish 261 

Goldbanded joblish 232 

Goldbar wrasse 267 

Golden shrimp 12 

Golden trevally 213 

Goldlined seabream 246 

Goldsaddle goatfish 26Q 

Goldstripe ponyfish 223 

Goldsfripe sardinella 146 

Goldtail angelfish 266 

Gomphoxux 122 

Gamphoxux caeruleux 2H2 

Gondwana shrimp 16 

Gondwana striped shrimp 11 

GONORHYNCHIFORMES 94 

GONOSTOMATIDAE 96 

Goret 6 six bandes 243 

Qoret a trois bandes 245 

Goret olive 243 

Graceful shark 66 

Gracile iizardfish 155 

graciUx, Saurida ISS 

gracilix, Spratelloidex I4S 

Grammatorcynux biliucalux .IIS 

GrammixIcs xexliiiealux 1*16 

Gramnwplilex suppuxitux ISl 

Grand requin-marteau 25 

Grande verrue tigre 266 

grandixquamix. Engyroproxopott 125 

grandocuUx, Gymiiocraniiix 240 

granduciilix, Moiiolaxis 251 

Granulated guitariish 62 

granulalux. Rhinnbatox S2 


Gray's crested flounder 323 

Greasy grouper 195 

Great barracuda 310 

Great hammerhead 25 

Greater argonaut 55 

Greater lizard fish 155 

Green humphead parrotlish 289 

Green joblish 225 

Green tiger prawn 19 

Green turtle 340 

Greeneyes 97, 154 

Grenadier barbu 152 

Grenadiers 28, 152 

Grey chub 263 

Grey moray 136 

grixea, Siderea US 

griienlandicux. Ilimaiitolophux 101 

Grondeur argente 243 

Grondeur coq 244 

Grondeur javelot 244 

Grondeur mouchetb 243 

Grondeur selle 244 

Grondin aile lachetbe 160 

Grondin armure 1Z9 

Grondin cornu 126 

Grondin d’Oman 160 

Grondin bpineux 129 

Grondin taureau 129 

Grondin volant 6toil4 160 

Gros pouipe bleu 52 

Ground Sharks 59 

Groupers 110. 164 

Grubfishes 124. 296 

Grunts 115,239 

GRYPHAEIDAE 33,36 

Gudgeons 125 

Guduudow 166 

Guduudow-Caydheere 192 

Guduudow-Fillil 185 

Guinee saumon i.nn 

Guitarfishes 26. 83 

Gulf herring 144 

Gurnards 108. 126 

gullalux. Iximprix 10.1 

Gymnocaexio gymiwplera 2.16 

Gymnucraiiiux 116 

Gymiwcraniux clongaliix 249 

Gymnocraniux grandocuUx 249 

gymiwplera, Gymnocaexio 2.16 

Gymnoxarda unicolor .IIS 

gymnoxlellwx, Carangoidex 209 

Gymnothorax favagineux US 

Gymnotliorax Jlaeimarginaliis 116 

Gymnothorax javanieux 1 16 

Gymnothorax meleagrix 1.16 

Gymnothorax monochroux !.16 

Gymnothorax nudivomer L17 

Gymnothorax punctatux 117 

Gymnothorax ruepelliae 1.17 

Gymnothorax undulatux 1.17 

Gymnura poecilura S6 

GYMNURIDAE 79,86 

u 

haanii, Scvllarides 2^ 

HAEMUUDAE 115. 239-245 

haffara, Rhahdosarf>us 


Copyrighted malarial 


Index 


355 


Haffara seabream 248 

Hairtailfishes 127, 314 

Hairy river prawn 9 

Hakes 98 

flalarlurus hoe\rmani bit 

Halarlurwi lutariiis 6S 

Halaelurus quagga 65 

Halavis guilarlish 82 

halari, Rlihwhalns S2 

Halfbeaks 102 ifil 

Halfmoon grouper 194 

Halfmoon triggerfish 0.'14 

Halichoere\ ensmrius 2H2 

Haliclwrres dussumieri 2H2 

Halichoeres hnrlulanus 2H2 

llaliciweres marginatu\ 2SJ 

Halichorres nehuhsm 2S1 

Halichoere\ scapularii 2H.1 

HALOSAURIDAE 31 

Halosauropsis ajfinis tU 

Halosaurs 91 

Hammerhead sharks 60. 74 

hamriir, l‘riacanthus 2()0 

harak, Sxthrinus 2S0 

Hardenberg's anchovy 151 

Hardnose shark ZQ 

hardwickt, Thalas\oma 2S7 

Hardyhead silverside 158 

Hareng k bande bleue 144 

Hareng gracile 148 

Hareng rond 148 

Hareng lachele 144 

hand, Hippnscants 2M 

Harfequin calshark 68 

Harlequin filefish 338 

Uarpadon nrherrus ISt 

HARPADONTIOAE 154 

Harry hotlips 24Q 

Harvestfishes 129 

Haicheifishes 96 

Hawktishes 120. 22Q 

Hawknose shrimp 15 

Hawksbill turlle . 340 

Headfishes 132. 338 

Heavybeak parrotfish 294 

hthrri, Caranx lUl 

hehraicum, Thalassoma 2H7 

helvota, l‘ra\pis 2tS 

HEMIGALEIDAE 59, 67 

Urmigymnus fascialus 2S.I 

Hrmigymnui mrlaptrrus 2S.1 

Hemipri\ti\ ehingatu\ 67 

HEMIRAMPHIDAE 102, 161-162 

Htmiramphu\ far Uil 

Hemiramphus marginalm 161 

hemisliktos, Cephalopholis IH5 

HrrktiHsichlhy\ Imsei I4t 

llrrklolsichthyn punctatui Itt 

Hrrkhasichlhys qiiadrimaciilalus I4J 

Hrrktolsiehihys spUurus IA5. 

Herring scad 206 

Herrings 93, 142 

llrlrrorarpwi laevigatas II 

Hrirrararpus woodmasoni II 

helendoha, EncrasichoUna 149 

Heleriipriacanihus cruentatus 200 

hrxacanihus, \aso 207 

HEXANCHIDAE 5Z 

HEXANCHIFORMES 52 

Hrxanchus vitulus SI 

hexoplhalma. Varapercis 29S 


liexlii, Solenarera 

Ilians, Ablennes 

Hilsa kelee 

HIMANTOLOPHIDAE 

Ilimanliiloplius groenlandicus .... 

Himanlura gerrardi 

Ilimaninra imhrieatus 

Himanlura jenkinsii 

Himanlura uarnak 

Hinds 

Hippneampus 

HIPPOLYTIDAE 

Hipposcarus harid 

Hipposcarus harid, Hipposcarus harid 

hippurus, Coryphaena 

Hiruudichthys coromandelensis . . . 

Hisliopterus typiis 

Hogfishes 

Holbiche artouca 

Holbiche des vases 

Holbiche isard 

Holbiche mouchelbe 

Holbiche quagga 

Holbiche soufflue 

holocanthus, Diodon 

HOLOCENTRIDAE 

Hologymnosus annulatus 

Hologymnnsus dolialus 

Holohalarlurus regani 

homarus, I’anulirus 

Honey comb oyster 

Honeycomb filefish 

Honeycomb stingray 

Hooded cuttlefish 

Hooded oyster 

Hornlip mullet 

hortulanus, Halichoeres 

Hotlips 

Hound needlefish 

Houndsharks 

Huitre capuchon 

Huitre crete-de-coq 

Huitre feuille 

Hulk trevallies 

Humpback red snapper 

Humpback scorpionfish 

Humpback unicomfish 

Humphead snapper 

Humphead wrasse 

Humpnose bigeye bream 

Hunchback locust tobster 

Hunter shrimp 

Huud 

Huuqle 

Huuqle-Baraawe 

hyolis, Hyotissa 

Hyotissa hyolis 

Hypoalherina harnesi 

Hypoalherina lemminckii 

Hyporhamphus afjinis 

Hyporhamphus gamherur 

hysirix, Diodon 
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105. 167-173 
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65 
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36 

336 

84 
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32 

223 

282 

239 
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32 

32 
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203 

228 

128 

306 

231 

229 

253 

30 
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. 225. 253 

. . 243-244 

254 

J6 
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Z52 

252 

Ul 

m 

318 


I 


logo omanensis 66 

ignohUis, Caranx 210 

llweyn 133. 152 

imhricata, EretnuKhelys 240 
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imbricatus. Himaiiliiru 

intperator, Pomacantbns 

Indian anchovy 

Indian ariomma 

Indian bait prawn 

Indian drifttish 

Indian goatfish 

Indian halibut 

Indian lizardfish 

Indian mackerel 

Indian nylon shrimp 

Indian Ocean lobsterette 

Indian oil sardine 

Indian pellona 

Indian pike conger 

Indian ruff 

Indian scad 

Indian squid 

Indian threadfish 

Indian triggerfish 

Indian turkeyfish 

Indian white shrimp 

indica, Ariomma 

indica, Makaira 

indie us, Alectis 

indicus, Aprislitnis 

indicHs, Urlichtlns 

indicus, Parupcncus 

indicus, Penacus tPcnncropcnacus) 

indicus, Platyceplwlus 

indicus, Stolephorus 

indicus, Syiuutus 

indicus, Trachurus 

indistinctus, Ppinephclus 

Indo-Pacific blue marlin 

Indo-Pacific boarfish 

Indo-Pacific sailfish 

Indo-Pacific tarpon 

inermis, Cliciliu 

inermis, Minous 

inermis, Sepietla 

insidiator, Epihuius 

insidiator. Secular 

insularis, .Stolephorus 

inlerrupla, Stethojulis 

inresligaloris, Pwapenaeus .... 

Iso natalensis 

ISTIOPHORIDAE 

Islioplwriis 

Istiopliorus platyptcrus 

Isurus oxyrinchus 

illiulai, Sarpocemron 

/colt caislwrk 


SI 

2M 

150 

322 

10 

321 
260 

322 
156 
318 
. 11 

23 

142 

146 

Ml 

321 
21 ? 

48 

205 

330 

128 

12 

322 
JM 
2ili 

61 

un 

26U 

11 
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ISO 

Is/i 

im 

UUl 

.316 

124 

315 


LZSl 

JS 

2Si 


Lil 

2M 

IS 

ULL 

128. 315-316 

12S 

ilS 

62 

LZl 

65 


J 


Jablo 21A 

Jabto calasey 215 

Jacks 113. 2Q5 

Jalow 237. 279 

Japanese bigeye 2Q1 

Japanese spiitfin 1B3 

Japanese threadfin bream 254 

japonivum, .\cropoma Uil 

japoniciis, C'ookeolus 

japonicus, En^raidis 1^0 

japonicus, Semipterus 25J 

japonicus. Peuaeus (Marsupenaeusi 12. 

Japonicus, Scotnber VJl 


japonicus, Synaf;rops LSI 

Jarbua terapon I9fl 

jarbua, Terapon 

Javanese cownose ray az 

javanica, Rbinopfera HI 

javanicus, Gymnotborax / ?rt 

Javelin grunter 244 

Jawfishes 12Q 

Jaydar-Dhiiglow 317-31Q 

Jeer-Jeer 22 

jello, Sphyraena ILL 

jenkinsii, Himantura HA 

jerryi, Penaeopsis lA 

Jobfishes 224 

John's snapper 229 

(Johnieops) dussuntieri. Johnius 7^7 

Johnieops sina 257 

johnii, l.ufjanus 229 

Johnius H7 

Johnius (Johnieops) dussttmieri 757 

Johnius (Johnius) amb/yccphalus 257 

Johnius dussumicri 257 

(Johnius) amblycephalus, Johnius 257 

K 

kaakan, Pomadasys 2JJ 

Kacan Baxareed 301 

Kal 135-136 

Kalamaare 49 

kanapurla, Kasirelliper .ilS 

Karanteen seabream 247 

kasmira, l,iiljanus 22V 

Kalsuwonus pelamis MS 

Kawakawa 317 

Kawakawas 128. 317 

Kaxan 301-302. 304-305. 307-308 

Kaxan Cadde 301 

Keeled mullet 221 

Keeltail needlefish 180 

Kelee shad 148 

kelee, llilsa /4.5 

Kibili 264-265 

Kiin-Koy 329. 331 334-335 

King soldier bream 246 

Knifejaws 120 

Koonbile 153, 152 

Kulilia miigil IVV 

Kiihlia rupeslris IVV 

kuhlii, Dasyalis fii 

kiililii, .Moiiula M 

KUHLiiDAE Ill, laa 

kuntee, .Myriprislis I6S 

Kuruma shrimp 12 

KYPHOSIDAE 117.263 

kypliosiis higihhiis 26.1 

Kyphosus cinerascens 26.1 

Kyphosus raigiensis 261 


L 


iabiosus, Oedalechilus 275 

LABRIDAE 122. 275-288 

LABROIDEI 121 

Ixibroides dimidiatus 275. 2H4 

Lachner’s tonguesole 32fl 

lachneri, Cvnoglossus J2S 

LACTARIIDAE 112, 203 

tjictarius iacUirius 2(Li 

Uictarius, luictarius 205 
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lacuiwsiis, Alheriniimiinix .... 

Ladyfishes 

laerigntus. Hclerocarpus 

laevis, Malacocephalus 

laevis, Pleciriiptimtis 

laevis, Ranwnia 

Laffe gouvernail 

Lalo damier 

iMitthis truncata 

LAMNIDAE 

LAMNI FORMES 

Ijimnostoma orientalix 

LAMPRIDAE 

LAMPRIFORMES 

Ijimprix gultalux 

lanceolaliix, lipinephelux 

lanceolatux, Mota 

Langousle barriolee 

Langouste diablotin 

Langousle lestonnee 

Langouste fouet arabe 

Langousle lourchelte 

Langouste javelot d'Afrique . . . 

Langousle ornee 

Langoustine indienne 

Langue a deux lignes 

Langue de Zanzibar 

Langue Lachner 

Langue poignard 

Lanlerneye fishes 

Lantemfishes 

Laqanto 

luirahicux qiiadritineatux ..... 

Largeeye breams 

Largehead hairtail 

Largescale flounder 

Largescale llyingfish 

Largescale mullet 

Largescaled terapon 

Largespolted dart 

Largelooth flounder 

Largetoolh sawfish 

laticaudux. ScoHodon 

laticaudux. Sqiialioliix 

lalimanux. Sepia 

talixulcaliix, Penaeiix (Melicerlex) 
lalorillatux, .Ualacanlliux .... 

Lavender jobfish 

Leaf oyster 

Leatherback turtle 

Lealherjackets 

Lefteye flounders 

leio^axler. Amhlvuaxler 

LEIOGNATHIDAE 

I^iagnatlwx herhix 

l^iognathiix daura ........ 

l-eiognathux elongatiix 

l^iognathux equatux 

l^ingitathux faxeiatux 

I^iognathux leiicixcux 

l^iognathux lineolatax 

lj;ingnalhux xplendenx 

leiura, Strongytura ........ 

Lemon sweetiip 

lenijan, l^lhrinux 

Leopard flounder 

I^pidoclietyx oliracea 

I^pidocybitim 

I^pidocyhiiim Jlainhninneum . . 

I^pidiilrigla hemuviai 

l^pidotrigta hixpinaxa 
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246 
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324 
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l^pidiilrigla faueri 179 

lj;pidolrigla muUixpimtxa 179 

l,epidolrigla omanenxix ISO 

l-epid(drigla xpiluptera ISO 

Leploxcarux vaigieitxix 291 

lepliirux, Trichiurux MS 

lepluriix, I’rm-aiiger U1 

Lesser bream 224 

Lesser devilray 88 

lesxoniaiw, Sepioleuthix 19 

LETHRINIDAE 116. 249-253 

l.ellirinux IL6 

I.elliriniix horhtmieux 2S0 

l.elhrinux erythracanlhux 2S0 

iMhriniis harak 2S0 

iMliriiiiix lenijan 25/ 

Ixlhriniix mahxena 2K1 

l-elhrintix mierndon 25/ 

l.elhriniix nehuloxnx 252 

iMhriniix nhxolelux 2S2 

iMliriniix oliraceux 252 

Ij-lliriniix nihrioperciilalus 25.1 

lA'Ihrinnx rariegatux 2S1 

leiicax, Careliarltinux 611 

leiicixcux, l.eiognalliiix 222 

lencograinmiciix. Anyperodnn ISl 

leiicoxleriwn, Acanlhiiriix .102 

leticnxlicliix, Badianux 277 

levini. Sphyrna 24 

Libaax 61. 24 

Libaax-Miinshaar 6Q 

Libax 72-73 

Lilliput longarm octopus 53 

limhalux. Careharliinnx 59 

Hmhatux. I’Inloxiix ISl 

linealiix, Acanihiirux .102 

linealHx. Anampxex 27.5 

linealiix, Ploloxiix IS.1 

Lined surgeonlish 302 

Lined wrasse 225 

linenlalux, Ij'iitgnalliux 222 

lineopiinclatiix, Xanlliichlliyx .1.11 

t.iniipariix ximinioxnx , 24 

Listao 318 

Little velvetfish 108 

liluralus, .S'aso .107 

Live sharksucker 204 

Uza earinata 27/ 

Uza maendepix 27! 

Uza nieliniiplera 271 

Uza lade 272 

Uza vaigienxix 272 

Lizardfishes 92. 154 

Ijihnlex xurinumenxix 2.17 

LOBOTIDAE 115, 232 

LOBSTERS 21 

Loggerhead turtle 340 

LOLIGINIDAE 48-49 

Udigo diivauceli dK 

Udigo forhexi 49 

Longarm mullet 27.3 

Longbarbel goalfish 260 

Longcomb sawfish 80 

Longface emperor 2.52 

Longfin African conger 141 

Longfin fathead 321 

Longfin trevally 206 

Longfinned bullseye 199 

longicepx, Papillociilieepx IKL 

linigieepx, Sardinella U7 

lnnginianiix,Carcliarliinnx CuPitr^httMl 
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loitf(inianu\. Prepwte 264 

lonf{ipi's, Panulirus 2S 

longipes, Parapeiuieu\ lA 

iongiroslris, Oxynwnacanfhus 336 

Longjaw thryssa 

Longlegged spiny lobster 25 

Longnose trevally 2Q7 

Longrakered trevally 2ifl 

Longsnout tlathead 1£2 

Longtail butterfly ray 86 

Longtai! silverbfddy 238 

Longtail tuna 32U 

Lonque girelle 279 

Ijipha cristagaiU 32. 

LOPHIIDAE 100, 158 

LOPHIIFORMES Ml 

iMphiodcs mutiliis I5S 

htphiomus setigvrus !3H 

iMphodiodon cahri 

losseU Uvrkhtsichthys 144 

loutu Variola 197 

Ijixmion mavrorhimts Z2 

luguhris, ChascanopsetUt 324 

Lunar fusilier 234 

lunarv, Thatassoma 287 

tunaris, Caesio 234 

Lune d'argent 266 

Lune pletne 266 

Luneur 22Q 

litnulatus, Cheilimts 278 

luriduK. Siganus 299 

liitarius, UaUielurns 

LUTJANIDAE 114, 224-233 

iMtja/ius LU. 

Lutjaiius argenthnaculatus 226 

iMtjanus bengalensis 226 

Lutjamts hollar 227 

Lufjaitus voertileolineatus 227 

Luijauus ehrenbergii 227 

iMtjamts fulviflainma 22S 

Luijauus fulvits 228 

l.utjanus gihhus 228 

Luijauus johuii 229 

Luijauus kasmira 229 

iMljauus luijauus 229. 

I.uljaiius tuouosliguw 230 

Luijauus rivulalus 230 

Luijauus russelli 230 

Ijitjauus saugtiiuetis 23J 

Luijauus schae . 23J 

luijauus, iMljauus 229 

lymma, Taeuiura 85. 

Lyretail hogfish 226 

Lyretails 110. IM 

lysan, Scontberoides 215 


M 

Maabiyo 

Maambiyo 

macarellus. Ihraplenis 
machmita, Elops . . . 
MSchoiron titan ... 
Mackerel scad . . 

Mackerel sharks . . . 

Mackerels 

macloli. ( archarhiiwy 

Macotor niper 

Maconde aden .... 
Maconde bonche noire 


2a0i2flJ. 2B3. 294 

2ze 

211 

m 

153 

211 

53 

128.312 

m 

2U 

133 

133 


Maconde luminaux 133 

Macrobrachium 6. 

Macrohraf Ilium rude .2 

Macrobrachium scabriciilum 2 

macrognalhas, Hodianwi 277 I 

macrolepidotus, .Soeaciilichlhys 2S5 

macrolcpis, Liza 271 

macrouema, Parupeueu\ 2fih 

Macropharyagodou biparlitus 2X4 

macrups, Syuudus 1X6 

macropiis. Octopus ii 

Macrorampbosus scolopax 107 

macrorhinus. Ijixodon 22 

I macrosoma, Oecaplerus 212 

j macrosquamis. Sargoceniroii 171 

MACROURIDAE 98,157 

macrura, Thyrsoidea 119 

maculala, Mene 220 

maculalum, Pomadasys 244 

maculalus. ,\etomylacus 81 

macutalus, Cauthidermis MO 

maciilosus, I’omacauihus 269 

Madame tombde rage 278 

Madax-Dhagax 216-217 

Mafou 204 

Maguungi 138. 141-142. 315 

mahsena, l.elhrinus 2X1 

Mained snake eel 14Q 

Maka 135 

Makaira 128 

Makaira indica 116 

Makaira mazura 116 

Makaire k rostre court 316 

Makaire bleu 316 

Makaire noire 316 

Makes 58. 62 

Malabar grouper 19J 

Malabar trevally 299 

matabaricus, Caraagoides 209 

malabaricus. Epincplielus UU 

MALACANTHIDAE 112. 203 

Malacaiilhus brevirostris 201 

Matacauihus latovittatus 201 

Malacoccphalus laeeis 1X7 

Maldague robuste 280 

Mamila arabe 256 

Mamila dos noir 256 

Mamila joues blanches 256 

Mamila lisse 255 

Mamila mignone 255 

Mamila rosee 255 

Mamila Saint Pierre 256 

Man-of-war fishes 129. 321 

Mangrove prawn 10 

Mangrove red snapper 226 

Manta birostris 81 

Manta rays Z2 

Mantas 8Z 

Manie gdante 82 

Manyaaso 24 

Maquereau des Indes 313 

Maquereau espagnol 319 

Marbled electric ray 31 

Marbled moray 139 

Marbled parrotfish 231 

Marbled spinefoot 300 

I margaritifera. Pinctadu IS. 

j marginatus, Halichocres 2X1 

! marginatus, llemiramphus 161 

marginatus, Penaens I.Melicertus) IX 
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Margined flyinglish 1B3 

Marignan ardoise 168 

Marignan d oeilldres 168 

Marignan aile noire 169 

Marignan cuirasse 17Q 

Marignan ombrd 16Z 

Marignan pokl6 168 

Marignan pomme de pin 169 

Mangnan rouge el argent 12Q 

Mangnan rouge! 17P-179 

Mangnan sabre 123 

Mangnan lachete 12Q 

Mangnan violacd 169 

Marine halchetfishes 96 

Marisa 135 

marleyi, Callionymus 799 

marleyi, Thymiloidrs -t/.l 

Marlin rayb 316 

Marlins IPfl 316 

marmoraliis. Pardachiru\ J26 

marmoralm. Vropltrygius Z3S 

Marr's lusilier 236 

marri, l‘termae\iii 2M 

(Manupeiiaeus) japiinicux, Pcnaeiix 12 

martia, PIrswnika LZ 

Masked Inggerfish 334 

mala. Acanihurux M>2 

Matajuel bleu 203 

Mataiuel nez court 203 

Malako 238, 242, 245, 249 

Matako-Tuurey 240-241. 243 

mate. Aluir 20h 

Maxaaso 231 

maxima, Tridacna iK 

Mayla-Cadde 82 

Maylan 86 

mazara, Makaira 216 

Meagres IIL 252 

Mtftalaxpix i iirdvla 212 

MEGALOPIDAE 91, 133 

Mrgalapx cyprinoidex 122 

mrlampygux. Caranx ILL 

mrlanaplrrin. Careharhinax 711 

mrlaiwxpilox, Sargoceniran 172 

mrlaaaxiiclux. Myriprixtix I6S 

mrlanalux, Tyluxurux acux L6U 

mrlanura. Sardinella 1-17 

mrlapirriix. Hemigymaux iS3 

mriragridrx, Anampxex 27 S 

mriragrix. (iymaatharax LIU 

(Melicrnex) canaliciilalux, Penaeux IS 

(SLelicertex) lalixulcalux, Peaarux IS 

(¥ellcertus) marginatus. Penaeus IS 

Melit'/llhyx indicax 2M! 

Melichihyx niger 1.1/ 

Melichihyx vidua 22/ 

mrlinaplera, IJza 22L 

memhranaceiix, Oclopiix 

Mrne maeulala 2211 

Menhadens 142 

MENIDAE 114.220 

Mental wrasse 279 

mealalix, CheUinux 279 

menlalix. I'/ua 2IS 

menlo, Parexacoetux 166 

Mdrou arboie 182 

Merou camouflage 193 

Merou comete 191 

M6rou demi-lune 194 

Merou elegant 184 

Mdrou epaulette 194 


Merou faraud 189 

Merou huit rales 192 

Mdrou lanceoie 191 

Merou lisse 1 B 6 

Merou louire 195 

Merou malabar 191 

Merou manon 190 

Merou morse 192 

Merou moustache 188 

Merou onduie 195 

Merou oriflamme 189 

Merou pale 189 

Merou passoire 190 

Merou palate 195 

Merou pelites ecailles 193 

Merou pinlade 188 

Merou plate grise 192 

Merou queue carree 196 

Merou selie 196 

Merou somali 190 

Merou summan 194 

Merou laches blanches 182 

Merou laches oranges 188 

Merou zebre 193 

Merou-loche vagabonde 192 

Metapenaeupxix magieaxix lA 

Mvlapenaeux mamwerax LA 

Melapeaarux xle/ihiagi LA 

I meveni, Taeniura SS 

MICROOESMIDAE 126 

micradan, Ixl/triaiix 22/ 

microp/it/ia/mux, Ap/taaopax 2/4 

micrupirrux micraplerux, Oxypar/iamp/iux .... /62 

Milandre chicor 62 

mi/ex, /^rriiix 116 

I Milklish 94 152 

miniala, Cep/ialopho/ix ISS. 

Miiwux inennix ITS 

Minstrel sweellip 242 

miniila, (lazza 220 

Mohuia diaha/ux SS 

Muhu/a eregoodoolenkee SS 

Mohuia kuhlii SS 

MOBUUDAE 79. 67-88 

mogienxix, Melapenaeupxix lA 

Mojarras 115. P.3fl 

mokarraii, Sp/iyrna 71 

Mo/a lanceo/alux 22S 

Mo/a mo/a 22S 

I mala, Mo/a 22H 

1 Molas 132. 338 

MOLIDAE 132, 338 

moluccaitux, Pxeudodax 2S.2 

mnluccenxix, I 'penrux 26L 

MONACANTHIDAE 132,335-336 

muniurerox, A/iilrrux 222 

monocerux, .Melapenaeux lA 

motuKhroux, (iymnol/wrax /26 

I monocirrliux, Hxocoelux tSS 

I Monocle breams 116. 254 

MONODACTVLIDAE 118. 266 

Monodacly/ux argenleux 266 

.Mimodacly/ux fa/ciformix 266 

motuH/on, Penaeux l/*enaeuxl IS 

monoxiigma, /jiljanux 220 

.Monolaxix LL6 

Momnaxix grandoeu/ix 7.5.1 

I Moonfish 220 
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Moonfishes 114. 220 

Moonies US, 2£6 

Mcxjnlail bullseye 2QQ 

Moorish idol 126 

Morays 92, 135 

Morenesoce commun 142 

Moren^soce dague 142 

Morenesoce indien 141 

MORIDAE 99 

MORINGUIDAE 92 

morrhua, Hpiiiepheliis /V/ 

mofiis, MusteUis 6Z 

mnssamhiciis, Palinustus H. 

Mottled eagle ray 82 

Mottled fusilier 235 

Mourine javanaise 82 

Moustache grouper 188 

Mud calshark 65 

Mugil cephaliis 272 

mugit, KuUUa !W 

MUGILIOAE 121, 271-274 

MUGILOIDEI 121 

MUGILOIDIDAE 298 

Mulet a grandes ecailles 221 

Mulet a queue bleue 273 

Mulet e tache bleue 274 

Mulet boxeur 221 

Mulet cabot 272 

Mulet carene 221 

Mulet labbon 223 

Mulet longue aile 223 

Mulet mopiro 272 

Mulet otomebora 221 

Mulet tade 272 

Mullols 121 221 

MULLIDAE 117, 258-262 

Mulloidichihys flaviilinealiis 25H 

Mulhndichthys lanicolensis 2SV 

mulliharhata, liroliilti LS2 

muhidem. Prislipimwides 2.1.1 

muhimaculatum. Pimiadasys 244 

miiltiiwlatus. Epinephetwi !V2 

multi\phw\a, l.epidotngla 179 

Multispotted grouper 190 

MURAENESOCIDAE 93, 141-142 

Muraenesox hagiii Lll 

.yfuraeiiesox cincreiis U2 

Muraenichthys schuhzvi 1411 

MURAENIDAE 92. 13S-1.39 

miirdjati, .Myripristis Iti9 

Murbne etoilbe 135 

Murene fil geante 139 

Murene siderale 138 

Murene vole laclee 136 

Murene zebree 135 

Murex rameux 42 

Murex shells 40 

Murex virginal 42 

muricaliim, Holhtimelopon 7H9 

MURICIDAE 40. 42 

murrayi. Sepia 44 

Muyleliiy mosis 61 

muliliis, lx>phiode\ LM 

MYCTOPHIDAE 98 

MYCTOPHIFORMES 98 

mvdas. Chetania 146 

MYLIOBATIDIDAE 29. B6-87 

MYLIOBATIFORMES 28 

myriasler, Botliiis 223. 

Myripristh adustus 167 


Myripristis berndli I6S 

Myripristis kiintec I6S 

.Myripristis melatwslictus 16H 

Myripristis mardjan 169 

.Myripristis vinlacea 169 


N 


Napolwn 

naresii, Cypselurus 

tiarinari, Aetohatus ....... 

Narrow sawfish 

Narrowbarred Spanish mackerel 
nasicornis, Pseudalutariiis . . . 

\aso annulatus 

\aso brachyveniron 

Smo hrevirostris 

\aso hexacanihus 

A'd.vo lituratus 

Sasu thynuoides 

\aso univoniis 

Saso vlamingii 

Nason t eperon 

Nason a eperons bleus 

Natal tongue-fish 

itatalensis, Ateleopus 

nataieiisis. Iso 

Saucraies dui tor 

naucrates, lichencis 

SeahUis tripes 

Sebrius ferruffineus 

oebtihsa, tichidna 

nebtitosa, Parapercis 

nehutosus. Ilaliclwcres 

nebuhstts, Ix^thriiws 

Nebulous wrasse 

Needlefishes 

Needlescaled queenfish 

\egaprion acutidens 

neglecia, Sardinella 

neheretts, flarpadon 

Sematalosa arabica 

Sematopataemon 

Sematopaluenum tvnuipes , . . 

NEMIPTERIDAE 

.\emipterus 

\eniipterus bipumtatus 

Semipterus japonicus 

Semipterus randalli 

\emipterus zysron 

\eoepimiula 

SeovpinnuUi orienialis 

neoguiiiaica, Albula 

Neon flying squid 

Seomphon opercuhris 

Seooiphon sammara 

NEOSCOPELIDAE 

Neoscopelids 

NEPHROPIDAE 

Sephropsis ensirostris 

SepUropsis steward 

Sephropsis stthmi 

Neptune rose shrimp 

niger^ Maeotor 

niger^ MvUchthys 

niger. Odonus 

niger^ Parastromateus 

niger, .SrarM.v 

nigricans. Aeanthurus 
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nigricans, Cheilopogon //s ? 

nigricauda, Acanthurus 30/. A03 

nigripinna, Sorsogona 7^2 

nigrafasciata, Serioiina ^76 

nigrofuscus, Acanthurus 303 

niphonia, Pristigenys 201 

NOMEIDAE . . 122, 321-322 

NOTOCANTHIFORMES SJ 

NOTOCHEIRIDAE 122 

\tn‘acuiichthys macro/epidolus 2H3 

\nvacu/ichthys taenhtirus 2S3 

nudivomer^ Gymnothorax !37 

ntidus, Chirocentrus L51 

nufar, C/tcimcrius 247 

Nurse sharks 58. 61 

Nusiye 

o 

Garfishes 1Q3 

obesus, Thunnus .i20 

obesus, Triaenodon 2J. 

Obliquebanded grouper 123 

Obliquebanded snapper 233 

ablonf;wi, Caraiigoides 20V 

oblorifiui, (ierres 2.1S 

obsnletus. I.elhriiwx 2.^2 

oblusala, Sphyraena ill 

Obtuse barracuda 311 

Ocean breams 114. 224 

Ocean sunfish 338 

Ocean sunfishes 132. 338 

Oceanic whitetip shark ZQ 

Ocellated waspfish 126 

octofasciatu\, Epinvpheltis ; . . . tV2 

OCTOPODA 44.52 

OCTOPODIDAE 52-54 

Octopus aegina 52. 

Octopus cyaiieus 52 

Octopus dejilippi 52 

Octopus macropus .5.1 

Octopus membranaceus 5A 

Octopus vulgaris 52 

OCTOPUSES 4i 52 

ODONTASPIDIDAE 58,62 

Odonus niger ii! 

Oedalechilus labiosus 27.1 

OGCOCEPHALIDAE Ifll 

Oilfishes 127, 312 

oligolepis. Cypselurus 161 

oligoradiatiis, Henthodesmus .04 

olivacea, Ixpidochelys ill 

oUvaceum, Pomadasys 21S 

oHvaceus, l.ethrinus 2.52 

Olive grunt 245 

Olive ridley turtle 341 

Oman gurnard 18Q 

omanensis, logo 66 

omanensis, Ixpidotrigla ISO 

Ombrine bronze 258 

Ommastrephcs bartrami 5il 

OMMASTREPHIDAE 50-51 

Oneknife unicomfish 308 

Onespol snapper 230 

ONYCHOTEUTHIDAE 50 

Onychoteuthis hanks! 511 

Oolo-Oolo Shabeelley 82 

Oolo-Oolo Tuurey 81 

Opahs 103 

opcrcularis, Hodianus 277 

opercularis. Sconiphon 16V 


OPHICHTHIDAE 93, 140 

OPHIDtlDAE 99, ISZ 

OPHIDIIFOHMES 89 

OPISTOGNATHIDAE 120 

OPLEGNATHIDAE 120 

Orange-spotted emperor 250 

Grangemouth anchovy 151 

Orangespine unicomfish 30Z 

Orangespotted grouper 188 

Orangespotted trevally 202 

Orangestnped emperor 252 

Orangestriped Iriggerfish 329 

Orbicular battish 265 

orbicularis, Chilomycterus .t.?7 

orbicularis. Platax 265 

orhis, Triptcrodon 266 

ORECTOLOBIFORMES 52 

Oriental flying gurnard 180 

Oriental sillago 202 

Oriental sole 326 

Oriental svireetlips 242 

Oriental worm eel 140 

orientalis, Oactyloptena ISO 

oririitalis, liuryglossa .126 

orientalis, Ijimnostoma HO 

orientalis, \eoepinnula Hi 

orientalis, Plectorliincliiis 212 

orientalis. Sarda ilV 

orientalis, Themis il 

Ornate ponyfish 222 

Ornate spiny lobster 26 

ornatus, PanuUrus 26 

Orofay 251,253 

Orphie carene 160 

Orphie plate 159 

Ostichthvs archiepiscopus 170 

OSTRACIIDAE 132 

OSTREIDAE 3^32 

Otolitbes ill 

Otolillies ruber 2.55 

Otomebora mullet 221 

oualaniensis, Symplectoteiitliis 51 

Oval flounder 323 

oxycheplialus, CheiUnus 27V 

Oxymonacanthus longirostris .1.16 

Oxyporhamphus micropterus micropterus 162 

oxyrinchus. Isurus 62 

oyena, (ierres 2i9 

Oysters 33-34. 36-37 


p M 

pacificus, Palaeinon Ill 

Paeony bulleye 200 

Pagellus ajjinis 217 

Pageot d' Arable 247 

Pagre double bande 246 

Pagre picnic 245 

Painted spiny lobster 22 

Painted sweetlips 239 

Palaeinon concinnus iO 

Palaeinon pacificus Ill 

Palaemonid Shrimps 6, 9 

PALAEMONIDAE 6. 9-10 

PALINURIDAE 22. 24-28 

Paliiiiistiis niossanihicus 21 

pallium, (iloripalliiim J6 

Pandalid shrimps 7, 11 

PANDALIDAE L 11-12 

Panther electric ray 81 
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panthera. Torpedo SI 

patUherinus. BotUm 124 

PanuUms homarus 2S. 

PanuUrus loiigipes 25. 

PanuUnts oriialin 2h 

PanuUrus penicillatus 26 

PanuUrus sp 21 

PanuUrus versicolor 2Z 

Papilloculiceps longiceps ISl 

Paracaesio IIA 

Paracaesio xanlhurus 2.12 

Paracirrliites forsleri 271) 

PARALEPIDIDAE 92 

PARALICHTHYIDAE 130.323 

Paraliileriis prionurus JM 

Parapenaeopsis acclivirosiris 15 

Parapenaeus fissurus IS 

Parapenaeus investigaloris 15 

Parapenaeus longipes tU 

Parapercis alhogullala 2VS 

Parapercis hexopthalma 2W 

Parapercis nehulosa 2'ts 

Parapercis rohinsuni 21S 

Parapercis soinaliensis 2VS 

Paraplagusia hilinealu IIS 

Parasctilopsis aspinosa 255 

Parascolopsis eriomma 255 

Parascolopsis lownsendi 255 

Parastromateus niger 2U 

Pardachirus marmoratus I2f> 

pardalis, Canlherines 1.16 

Parexocoetus hrachypterus 166 

Parexocoetus memo 166 

Parrotfishes 122 2S9 

Parupeneus harherinus 2.5V 

Parupeneus hifascialus 25V 

Parupeneus cinnaharinus 25V 

Parupeneus cyclostumus 260 

Parupeneus forsskali 260 

Parupeneus indicus 260 

Parupeneus macronema 260 

Parupeneus pleurosiigma 261 

Parupeneus ruheseens 261 

Pastel wrasse 2M 

Pastenague a nez pointu 84 

Paslenague Ovenlail 8S 

Pastenague leopard 84 

Paslenague plumelee 84 

Pastenague queue a ruban 85 

Paslinachus seplien SI 

Patchy triggerfish 333 

pauciradiuius. Cuhiceps 121 

paulayi. Pleclorliinclius 2J1 

pa VO, Xyriclitys 2SS 

Peacock hind 185 

Peacock wrasse 288 

Pearl oysters 33. 35 

Pearleyes 92 

Pearlfishes 99 

Pearly hairtail ... 314 

Peau bleue Z3 

Peche-madame argente 202 

POche-madame diablolin 202 

Peche-madame oriental 202 

pecliiiala, Pristis SU 

PECTINIDAE 33, 36 

PEGASIDAE 106 

Pelagic thresher 63 

pelagic us, .Mopias 61 

pelamis. KalsuHonus IIS 


Pelales qiiadriliuealus 197 

Peliau chanos 203 

pelycus, Pleragogus 2S5 

PEMPHERIDIDAE HZ 

Penaeid Shrimps 7-8. 14 

PENAEIDAE & 14-20 

PENAEOIDEA Z 

Penaeopsis halssi Z6 

Penaeopsis jerryl ZO 

Penaeus IPenneropcnaeus) indicus ZZ 

Penacus (I'enncropenucus) penicillatus IZ 

Penaeus (Marsupenaeus) japonicus ZZ 

Penacus (.Melicertes) canaliculatus IS 

Penaeus (.Melicertes) latisulcatns IS 

Penaeus (.Melicertus) niarginatus IS 

Penaeus (Penaeus) nionodon IS 

Penaeus (Penaeus) semisulcatiis IS 

Penaeus) nionodon, Penaeus IS 

Penacus) semisulcatiis, Penaeus IS 

penicillatus, PanuUrus 26 

penicillatus, Penaeus (I'enneropcaneus) ZZ 

PENTACEROTIDAE 119. 270 

pentadactylus, Xyrichtys 2 Sg 

Peppered squirrellish 122 

Perch-like fishes 109 

Perchlets 109 

PERCIFORMES m 11L 12.3-129 

PERCOIDEI 109 

PERCOPHIDAE 123 

Peregrine shrimp 14 

Perioplitlialmiis 125 

Perpeire 6 grandes ecailles .325 

Perpeire pelicah 324 

Perroquet 6 bandes rouges 292 

Perroquel a cinq selle 296 

Perroquet a ecailles jaunes 294 

Perroquel 6 points rouges 290 

Perroquel 6 six bandes 293 

Perroquet arabe 291 

Perroquel bossu vert 289 

Perroquel braise 296 

Perroquet candelamoa 290 

Perroquet common 295 

Perroquet de Sinai 294 

j Perroquel dentu 290 

Perroquet des Carolines 289 

Perroquet dorade 295 

Perroquet eclipse 296 

Perroquet faucille 292 

Perroquet fete 293 

Perroquet globeux 295 

Perroquet lune bleue 291 

Perroquet machoiron 294 

Perroquet marbre 291 

Perroquet marguerite 297 

Perroquet pourpre-marron 293 

Perroquet ronille 292 

Perroquet tete ronde 297 

pessiiliferiis, Plectropomiis 197 

petersi, Dinoperca UU 

Peterson's grenadier 15Z 

petersiini, Ventrifossa 157 

petimha, Pistularia 175 

Petit diable 88 

Pqtoncle manleau 36 

Peioncie senaleur 36 

Pharao flyingfish 164 

Pharaoh cuttlefish 46 
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Index 


pliaraoiiis, Sepia 

Pholahlepharim sleiniizi . . . . 

Picasso triggerfish 

Pickhandle barracuda .... 

Picnic seabream 

picta, Siderea 

piclum, Diagramma 

Pieuvre 

Pigeye shark 

Pigface breams 

Pike congers 

Pilotfish 

Pincloda margarilifera 

Piitclada radiala 

Pinecone soldierfish 

Pinfishes 

Pinge pintade 

PINGUIPEOIOAE 

Pinjalo 

Pinjalo pinjalo 

pinjalo, Pinjalo 

Pinkear emperor 

Pinktail triggerfish 

pinnatiis. Platax 

pinnulatm, Cirrliitus 

Pintadine a Idvre noire .... 

Pinladine radiee 

Pipefishes 

pisang, Pterocaesio 

Pisttdonophis horo 

plagit>desmu\, Plectorhinclius , 
plagiotaenia, Carangoides . . . 

Plaintail turkeyfish 

Platax 

Platax orhiciilatis 

Platax pinnatm 

Platax lieru 

Platybelone argaliis platyura . . 
Platycpphale dm d’oeil .... 
Platycephale crocodile .... 

Platycephale epee 

Platycephale epineux , . , 

Platycephale indien 

Platycephale tentacuie .... 
PLATYCEPHALIDAE .... 

Platycephalus indiciis 

platvpienis. Istiophoriis . . . . 

PLATYTROCTIDAE 

platyura, Platybelone argaliix , 
playfairi, Plecturbinchus . , , , 

plebeius, Polynemus 

Plectorhinchwi 

Plectorhinclms chuhbi 

Plectorhinclius jlavoinaculatus 
Plectorhinclius galerinus . . . . 
Plccturhinchus gihhosiis , , , , 
Plectorhinclius orientalis . , , 

Plectorhinclius paiilayi 

Plectorhinclius plagiodesiniis . 
Plectorhinclius play/airi . . 
Plecturhinchus schotaf . , , 
Plectorhinclius sordidus , , 
Plecturhinchus ritlatiis . , . 
Plectropomus areolatiis , , 
Plectropomus laevis .... 
Plectropomus pessuliferus , 

Plesionika alcocki 

Plesionika mania 

Plesiopenacus edwardsianus 
PLESIOPIDAE 


M 

ULt 

333 

3U 

245 

IM 

2M 

54 

ea 

. . f16. 249 
... 93. 141 
213 

iS 

1£ 

ifia 

UB 

2aa 

. . 124. 298 

231 

231 

231 

251 

331 

2il 

2ia 

35 

35 

. . mfi-tn? 

iiZ 

IM 

2AL 

nil 

Ill 

m 

263 

341 

3M 

L6U 

1B2 

Ifil 

151 

152 

IBl 

151 

109. 1B1-182 

Ml 

i/5 

95 

IM 

2AL 

2M 

as 

23H 

2M 

nil 

2M 

Ml 

211 

Ml 

211 

211 

211 

211 

Z24 

IM 

Ml 

a 

L2 

13 

115 


m 


PLEURONECTIDAE 

PLEURONECTIFORMES 

pleurostigma, Parupeneus 

PLOTOSIDAE 

Plotosus limhatus 

Plotosiis lineatus 

plumbeus, Carcharhiniis 

puecilonulus, Epinephclus 

poeciloplerus, Cypseliirtis 

poecilura, Gyinniira 

Pointed-nose stingray 

Pointedfin barracuda 

Poisson oiseau 

Poisson paille e pois 

Poisson pierre common 

Poisson pilots 

Poisson sabre brochet 

Poisson sabre chauve 

Poisson sabre common 

Poisson sabre petits yeux 

Poisson sabre ruban 

Poisson-scie tident 

pohlepis, lipinephelus 

POLYMIXIDAE 

POLYNEMIDAE 

POLYNEMOIDEI 

Polynemus plebeius 

Polynemus se.vtarius 

polyphekadioii, ICpinepheltis .... 
Polystegaiius cocriileopiinctatus . . 

pohzona. Echidna 

POMACANTHIDAE 

Poinacanthiis asfttr 

Pomacanthus clirysiiriis 

Pomacanthus iniperator 

Pomacanthus maculosus 

Pomacanthus semicirculatiis .... 

Pomacanthus striatiis 

POMACENTRIDAE 

Pomadasys 

Pomadasys argenteus 

Pomadasys commersonni 

Pomadasys furcatus 

Pomadasys kaakan 

Pomadasys maciilatum 

Pomadasys niiilliniaculatuni .... 

Pomadasys ulivaceiini 

Pomadasys stridens 

POMATOMIDAE 

Poniatomiis saltatrix 

Pomfrets 

Pompaneau africain 

Pompaneau lone 

Pompaneau muscadin 

Pompaneau pierrot 

Pompano dolphinfish 

Pompanos 

Ponyfishes 

Porc-epine ballon 

Porc-epine becard 

Porc-epine boubou 

Porcupine ray 

Porcupinefishes 

Porgies 

Potato grouper 

Pouipe a longs bras 

Pouipe a quatre yeux 

Pouipe des sables 

Pouipe tachete 

Powderblue surgeonfish 


■ . 130.325 

135 

2M 

, , 95,153 

Ml 

Ml 

21 

M2 

MS 

M 

54 

310 

252 

52 

.... 125 
.... 213 
.... 314 
.... 314 
.... 315 

314 

314 

SO 

m 

. . . . . 105 
, . .121.274 

121 

221 

221 

m 

21S. 

US 

119. 267-269 

2M 

2M 

2M 

2M 

2M 

2M 

121 

IM 

211 

211 

211 

211 

211 

211 

211 

21S 

. . . 112. 204 

2U1 

. . . 114. 224 


212 B 

21Z 

212 

219 

m.205 

114. 220 

332 

332 

336 

65 

132.332 

115.245 

195 

53 

54 

52 

53 
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prashadi. Sepia dl 

praslin, Sarf;ocetitron 171 

PRAWNS 5 

PRIACANTHIDAE HI, 199-2Q1 

Priacanthus hlochii 

Priacanthtis hamrur 200 

Priacanthus proxilus lot 

Priacanthus Sagittarius 2iii 

Prionace ffiauca Zi 

prionota, Sorsogona ISl 

prionurus, Paraluterus JJA 

PRISTIDAE 77, ai) 

PRISTIFORMES ZZ 

Pristigenys niphonia lot 

pristiger, Pogadius ISl 

Pristiponwides fitamentosus IM 

Pristipomoides multidens Z?.? 

Pristiponwides sieboldii 2.?.^ 

Pristipomoides zonatus 2 

Pristis pectinata SO 

Pristis zijsron 80. 

Prognichthys hrevipinnis th6 

prometheoides, Kexea 2/J 

prometheus, Promethichthys 3JJ. 

Promcthichthys prometheus .?/.? 

Pronghorn spiny lobster 2fi 

PROSCYLLIIDAE 59. 66 

proxiius, Priacanthus 201 

Psenopsis cyanca 

Psenus squamiceps Ill 

Psettmles erumei -Ill 

PSETTODIDAE 130. 322 

Pseudaiutarius nasicornis J.fti 

Pseitdechina hrutnmeri IIS 

Pseudohalistes jlavimarginatus .Ill 

Pseudohatisles fuscus ?-12 

Pseudocaranx dentex 114 

PSEUDOCHROMIDAE HO 

Pscudodax motuccanus 28S 

Pseudorhomhus arsius .?2.? 

Pseudorhomhus elevatus J2J 

psittacus, Scarus 29 > 

t^eragogus flagellifer IHI 

!*teragogus pelxcus ISl 

PTERIIDAE 33, 35 

l*terocaesio capricornis 116 

Pterocaesio chrysozona 216 

l*terocaesio morri Z?6 

Pterocaesio pisang 117 

Pterocaesio tile 217 

Rerocere geant 4J 

Pterois miles LZd 

Pterois radiata 177 

Pterois russeUi 177 

Pueruliis angulatus 2Z 

Puerulus sewelli 28. 

Puffeilishes 131 

Puffers 132 

Pugnose ponyfish 223 

punctata, Drepane 264 

punctatissimum, Sargocentron 122 

punctatus, (iymnothorax UZ 

punctatus, llerklotsichthys 144 

punctifer, lincrasicholina 149 

Purple-brown parrotfish 293 

Purpleback flying squid 51 

purpureum, thalassoma 28Z 

puta, Terapon 19S 

putnamiae, Sphyraena ?// 

Pycnodonte g6ante 36 

Pygmy devilray 68 


Pygmy ribbontail catshark 66 

Pygoplites diacanthus 169 


Q 


Qaraare IfiJ 

Qaruumbo-Maanyo M7 

Qashaar 225. 249, 253. 255 

Qayac 204 

genic, Sphyraena ill 

guadrilinealtis, Ijirahiens 2S1 

guadrilinealns, Pelates IV7 

quadriinacnialns, flerklulsichthy Ill 

Quagga catshark 65 

guagpa, llalaelnni\ 65 . 

quagga, '/.ehrias 127 

Quakerfish 205 

Queen coris 2&1 

Queenfishes 113 20.3 

qiiinqiievitlaliim, Thalassoma 2XX 

Qumburo 307. 300 

Quoomaar 213 


R 

I Rabbitfish 

! RACHYCENTRIDAE . . . 
I Rachycentron canadnin . . 
i radcliffei, Hridacnis . . . . 

radiata. Pinctada 

radiata. Pterois 

! radiatus, Ppinephclus . . . 

Rainbow runner 

i Rainbow sardine 

j RAJIFORMES 

Ramose murex 

ramnsns. Chicoreus . . . . 
Randall’s threadfin bream 
randalti. Setnipterus , . . . 

Ranzania laeris 

Rascasse bossue 

Rascasse ocellee .... 

I Rason algue 

I Rason ocelle 

I Rason paon 

Rastrelliger kanagiirta . . . 
; Rayed pearl oyster ... 

■ rectangiilus, Rhinecanthus 
Red and white lobsterette 

Red cornetfish 

Red mullets 

Red Sea goatfish .... 
Red Sea halfbeak .... 
Redbarred parrotfish . . 
Redbreast wrasse .... 

Redcoat 

Redmouth grouper . . . 

Redtail prawn 

Redtoothed triggerfish . . 

I REGALECIDAE 

! Regalecus glesne 

regani. Ilolohahielnrus . 
Remora common 

, Remoras 

Renard 

Renard a gros yeux . . 
Renard peiagique . . . 
Requiem sharks .... 
Requin a museau pointu 


126.299 

112.204 

2M 

66 

11 

IIZ 

m 

212 

143 

ZS 

42 

12 

254 

2M 

ill 

m 

1Z6 

2flS 

2aa 

2BB 

HR 

35 

Hi 

23 

1Z5 

HZ 

260 

Ifil 

292 

2ZS 

123 

164 

12 

331 

103 

IM 

65 

204 

112. 204 

63 

63 

63 

60,67 
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Requin h nez rude 

Requin ii queue noire 

Requin d queue tachetde . . . 

Requin a taches noires 

Requin baleine 

Requin balestine 

Requin bord^ 

Requin bouledogue 

Requin chat arlequin 

Requin chat pygmb 

Requin corail 

Requin 6pee 

Requin gracile 

Requin gns 

Requin limon laucille 

Requin nourrice fauve 

Requin ocpanique 

Requin pointe blanche 

Requin pointes noires 

Requin sagrin 

Requin soyeux 

Requin laureau 

Requin ligre common 

Requin tisserand 

Requin zPbre 

Requin-hd a gros yeux 

Requin-marleau halicome . . . 
Requin-nourrice A queue courte 
Reticulated leatherjacket ... 
reliculalus, Chilomycteru\ . . . 

Reunion hemng 

Rrxea 

Rrxra pmmetheiiides 

Rhahdmarf‘u\ hajfara 

Rhahdasar^us sarha 

Rhina ancylosloma 

Rliincodon Ivpus 

RHINCODCiNTIDAE 

Rhinecanthus aculeatus .... 

Rhinecanthm assai 

Rhinecanthus reclangulus . . . 

Rhino leatheqacket 

RHINOBATIDAE 

Rhinohalos granulalus 

Rhinahalos halari 

Rhinohalos schlegriii 

Rhinoplera jaranica 

RhizopriontHton acutus 

rhombus, Thysanotrulhis . . . 
Rhynchohalus djiddrnsis .... 
Rhynchorhamphus arahkus . . 

Ribbon halfbeak 

Rice-paddy eel 

Ridgeback shnmp 

Righteye flounders 

Ring wrasse 

Ringtail surgeonfish 

Rippled triggerfish 

Rile dentu 

Rile targeur 

riroliana, Srriala 

ris'ulalus, Kpinepheius 

rirulalus, Ijiljanus 

rifttlalus, Siganus 

robinsoni, Parapercis 

Robust tusklish 

robustus, Choensdon 

rochri, .Auxis 

Rock flagtail 

Rockcods 


... 70 

... 72. 

. . . ZJ 
. . . Z3 

. . fij 

. . . 

.63 
63 
. . 6fi 
. 66 
. . Z4 

. . . TA 
. 68 
ZJ 

. . 72 

. . . 62 

. . ZQ 
. 6Z 
. ZQ 

... 72 

63 

62 

72 

. 66 

. 61 

.66 
. 7A 
. . . 61 
336 
. . . iil 
... 145 
. . . 12Z 
. . . .!/.» 
. . . 2dS 
... 24a 
. . . «i 
. SZbl 
. 57. 61 
. . ■ .t.t2 
. ■ ■ ■».? 
. . . JJi 
. 336 

78 . 81-82 
. . . S2 
. . . S2 
. . . S2 

. . . az 

... ZJ 
. . . 5i 
. . . S2 
. . . 161 
.161 
. . . 14D 
. . . 12 
130. 325 
... 284 
301 
332 
. 323 

.323 
. . . 116 
. . . m 

. . . IM 

. . . sm 
... 22a 

. . . 28Q 
. . . ISO 
. . . ill 
... 199 
110. 184 


Rocklishes 108. 1Z6 

Rockmover wrasse 285 

rogaa, .Xelhaloperca LSI 

Rogadius asper US2 

Rogadius prisliger 161 

Rombou leopard .324 

Rombou oval 323 

Roob ma waaye 213 

roseus, Cyllopsis ITJ 

Rosy dory 1Z3 

Rosy dwarf monocle bream 255 

Rosy goatfish 261 

Roudi escolar 313 

Rougel-barbet 8 bande noire 26Q 

Rougel-barbel bandeau 26Q 

Rougel-barbet barberin 259 

Rouget-barbel cinnabare 253 

Rougel-barbel dore 260 

Rouget-barbel double-lauche 253 

Rougel-barbet Indian PRO 

Rouget-barbel pastille 261 

Rougel-barbel selie 261 

Rouget-souris a bande sombre 262 

Rouget-souris aurore . . 262 

Rouget-souris bande or 261 

Rougel-souns bensasi 261 

Rouget-souris orange 262 

Rougel-souns raye 262 

Round herring 143 

Roundhead parrotfish 232 

Roundheads 110 

Roundjaw bonelish 134 

Roving coral grouper 197 

Royal angelfish 269 

Royal cloak scallop 36 

Rubberlips 115. 239 

ruber. Otolilhes 2.AS 

ruhrscens, Anligonia 174 

rubrscrns. Parupeneus 261 

ruhrioperrulatus, Lrlhrinus 2.AJ 

ruhroriolaceus. Scarus 296 

rubrum, Sargoeenlron Ill 

Ruby snapper 225 

ruconius. Secutor 221 

Rudderfishes 117. 263 

rude, Maerohrachium 2 

ruepelliae. (ivmnolhorax 117 

Ruffs . . . .■ 120. 321 

rugosus. Scyllarus JO 

Runners 113. 205 

ruprstris, kuhlia 122 

Ruppell's moray 137 

russelii. Seams 296 

Russell's snapper 230 

Russell's wrasse 222 

msselli. Decaplerus 212 

msselli, /.uljanus 2.10 

msselli, 1‘lerois 177 

msselli. Sueziehihys 267 

mssrilii, Trachinolus 217 

Rusty jobfish 224 

Rusty parrotfish 292 

mtilans, .\pharrus 224 


s 


Saalad 299-300 

Sabertooth fishes 9Z 

Sabre squirrelfish 173 

Saccosirra cuccullala JZ 


Index 
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Sacktish 313 

Saddle grunt 244 

sagiltariux, Friacanthux 2U1 

Saillin armourhead 270 

Sailfin flyinglish Ifi6 

Sailfin tang 309 

Sailfishes 128. 313 

Saint Pierre argente 1Z4 

Saint Pierre rose 123 

Salicoque balafree 12 

Salicoque des vases profondes 12 

SALMONIFORMES 95 

sallalrix, l‘oinalomiis 20-J 

Samaduul 13i 149-151. 224 

Samaris cristatus 325 

Sammara squirrelfish 120 

sammara, Neoniphim 17(1 

Samoan silverside 159 

Samurai squirrelfish 121 

Sanbelag 152 

Sand dragonet 299 

Sand eels 123 

Sand tiger shark 62 

Sand tiger sharks 58. 62 

Sand tiletishes 203 

Sandbar shark 21 

Sandbird octopus 52 

Sandlances 123 

Sandperches 298 

Sandsmelts 29S 

Sanglier indo-pacifique 124 

sanguineus. I.u(janus 2.U 

Santer seabream 242 

Sapsap berbere 220 

Sapsap bouledogue 223 

Sapsap boxeur 223 

Sapsap common 221 

Sapsap dentu 220 

Sapsap dore 221 

Sapsap ecriture 222 

Sapsap elegant 221 

Sapsap til 222 

Sapsap raye 222 

Sapsap soleil 223 

sarha, Rhahdusargus 24K 

Sarda urientalis .119 

Sardine arc-en-ciel 143 

SardineUa edbella 1-16 

Sardinella gihbosa (46 

SardineUa longieeps 147 

Sardinella melunura 147 

Sardinella neglecia 147 

Sardinella sindensis l4tS 

Sardineilas 93. 142 

Sardinelle blanche 146 

Sardinelle daniva: 142 

Sardinelle doree 146 

Sardinelle indienne 142 

Sardinelle miyako 14S 

Sardinelle queue noire 142 

Sardinelle tachetee 143 

Sardines 93., 142 

Sargoceniritn caudimaculalum 170 

Sargoeentron diudema Ill 

Sargocentron ittndai 171 

SargoeeiKron maerusquamis 171 

Sargocentron melanospilos 122 

Sargocentron praslin 172 

Sargocentron pnnctatissimnm 122 

Sargocentron rubrnni tZi 


Sargocentron spinifernm . . . 

Sargue dore 

Sargue haffara 

Saupe de Mer rouge 

Sauridu gracilis 

Saurida lumbil 

Saurida undosquamis 

Sauteur leurre 

Sauteur sabre 

Sauteur talang 

saeignyi. .Sepia 

Sawfishes 

Savirtooth barracuda 

Scabbardfishes 

scaber, Scarns 

scabriculnin, Macrobrachium . 

Scads 

Scalloped hammerhead .... 
Scalloped spiny lobster .... 

Scallops 

Scaly dragonfishes 

Scaly dwarf monocle bream . . 

Scaly stingray 

Scalybreast gurnard 

scapiilaris, Haliclioeres .... 

SCARIDAE 

Scarlet shrimp 

Scarns arabicus 

Scarns atrilunnia 

Scarns caudofasciatus 

Scarns falcipinnis 

Scarns ferrugineus 

Scarns feslivus 

Scarns frenalus 

Scarns fuscopurpurcus .... 

Scarns genazonatus 
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Scarns gibbns 

Scarns globiceps 

Scarns niger 

Scarns psittaens 

Scarns rnbroriolaccus 

Scarns ru.sselii 

Scarns scaber 

Scarns sordidns 

Scarns viridifurcatns 

SCATOPHAGIDAE 

Scatophagus telracantlius . . , 

Scats 

Scatty 

schlegelii, Hbinobatos 

schotaf, Flectorliinclius .... 
scliullzei. .Muraenichllivs . . . 

SCIAENIDAE 

Scoliodon laticaudns 

scolopax, Macroramphosus . . 

Scolopsis 

Scolopsis bimaculalus 

Scolopsis gbanam 

Scolopsis Ineniatus 

Scolopsis I'usineri 

Scomber japoniens 

Scomberoides 

Seomberoides commersonianus 

Scomberoides lysan 

Scomberoides to! 

Scomberomorns 

Scomberomorus commerson . 

SCOMBRIDAE 

SCOMBROIDEI 

scopas, .Amanses 
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scopas, '/.tbrasoma 

SCOPELACHIOAE 

SenpeMenKys Irisles 

SCORPAENIDAE 

SCORPAENIFORMES 

Scorpaenopsis harhata 

ScoqHtrnopsis gihluna 

Scorpiontishes 

Scrawled leatherjacket 

icriplus. Aluterus 

SCVLIORHINIOAE 

SCYLLARIDAE 

Scyllaridrs haanii 

Scytlaruies \qttammosu\ 

Scyllaridrs Iridacnophaga . . . . 

Scyllarus hairi 

Sfyllarus rugusus 

Scythe shrimp 

Sea catilshes 

Sea loads 

SEA TURTLES 

Seabasses 

Seabreams 

Seachubs 

Seagrass wrasse 

Seahorses 

sralei. Carcharhinus 

Seamoths 

Searobins 

sehae, IjUjanus 

Secutur insidiator 

Seculur ruconim 

Seerfishes 

seheli, yalamugil 

Seiche australe 

Seiche capuchon 

Seiche d'Arabie 

Seiche grandes mains 

Seiche grenouille 

Seiche gros dos 

Seiche pharaon 

Seiche Indent 

Sblar coulisou 

Selar crumenophlhalmiis . . . . 

Sblar harengule 

Seiar queue jaune 

Sblar suban 

Semicircle angeliish 

semicirculalii\, l'oinacaiilhu\ . . 
semisulcalm, I'enaciis (I’eiiariis) 

srnatnria, Chlamy\ 

Senatorial scallop 

srphen. Pastinachus 

Srpia arahica 

Srpia australis 

S6pia inenne 

Srpia lalimanus 

Sepia murrayi 

Sepia pharaoiiis 

Srpia prashadi 

Srpia sarignyi 

Srpia Irygimia 

Sepirlla iaermis 

SEPIIDAE 

SEPIOIDEA 

Sepiotruthis lessoniana 

Sergeslid shrimps 

SERGESTIOAE 

Srriola 
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SERRANIDAE 

seligrrus, Ijtphiamus . . . 

setirosiris. Thryssa 

srwelli. Pueruliis 

sexfascialus. Caranx .... 
sexiinealus, (irammistes . . 
sexmaculala. Crphalaplwlis 
sextarius, Polynemus . . . 

Shadine ronde 

Shadowlin soldierfish . . . 

Shads 

Shafane 

Shalane Cordaal 

Shalane Shabeellow 

SHARKS 

Sharksuckers 

Sharpjaw bonelish 

Sharpnose stingray .... 
Sharpnose longuesole . . 

Sheer-Sheerto 

Shgiiraan-Sisimoole ... 

Shiiraan 

Shiiraan Dhareerow . . 

Shiiraan llweyne 

Shoemaker spineloot . . 

Shoolii 

Short pelvic llounders . 

Shortbill speartish 

Shortfin flyingfish 

Shortlin make 

Shortfin scad 

Shorlhead anchovy . .. 

Shortnose greeneye .... 
Shorttail nurse shark . 
Shortwing llyingtish ... 
Shoulderbar soldierfish . . 

Shovelnose rays 

Shrimp scad 

Shrimpfishes 

SHRIMPS 

Sicklefin lemon sharir . . . 

Sicklelin parrotfish 

Sicklefishes 

Sideburn wrasse 

Siderea grisea 

Siderea pitta 

Sidespot goatlish 

sieholdii. Pristipomuidrs . . 

Sigan cordonnier 

Sigan mabre 

Sigan marguerite 

Sigan sombre 

Sigan vermicule 

SIGANIDAE 

Siganus argenteus 

Siganus turidus 

Siganus rirulatus 

Siganus stellatus 

Siganus sutor 

sihatna. Sillaga 

Silky shark 

SILLAGINIDAE 

Sillaga aralus 

Sillaga chandrapus .... 
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Sillago sihama 2U2 

Sillagos 202 

SILURIFORMES . 34 

Silver gemfish 313 

Silver grunt 243 

Silver moony 2SS 

Silver sillago 202 

Silverbiddies 115. 238 

Silversides 102. 15fi 

Silverspot squirrellish 120 

Silvertip shark SZ 

Silvery John dory 124 

■Vina. Johnieopx 2.57 

Sinai parrotlish 234 

Sind sardinella 14S 

sindensis, Sardinella I-IS 

sinuspersiei, Tnrpeda SZ 

sirm, Amhiygasler IJ2 

Sisimoole 206. 208 

Sixbar wrasse 2flZ 

Sixblotch hind 186 

Sixgill sharks 52 

Sixiine soapfish 135 

Skates 28 

Skipjack tuna 318 

Sky emperor 2&1 

Sleek unicornfish 307 

Slender alfonsino 167 

Slender conger 141 

Slender emperor 253 

Slender fusilier 236 

Slender grouper 154 

Slender ponyfish 221 

Slender rainbow sardine 143 

Slender silverbiddy 238 

Slender snoek 313 

Slender threadfin bream 235 

Slickheads 23 

Slimeheads 104 

Slingjaw wrasse 251 

Slipmouths 114. 220 

Slipper lobsters 22, 28 

Sliteye shark 22 

sloani, Cliauliodus Sffi 

Smallbelly catshark 64 

Smalleye scabbardfish 314 

Smallscale grubfish 298 

Smallscaled grouper 133 

Smallscaled terapon 138 

Smallspotted dart 217 

Smallspolted grunter 243 

Smalltooth emperor 251 

Smallloolhed joblish 224 

Smooth angler 158 

Smooth dwarf monocle bream 255 

Smooth grouper 186 

Smooth nylon shrimp 11 

Smoothbelly sardinella 142 

Smoothhounds 66 

Snaggleloolh shark 62 

Snaggletoolhs 36 

Snake eels 32, 140 

Snake mackerel 312 

Snake mackerels 127. 312 

Snappers 114. 224 

Snapping shrimps 6 

Snipelishes 102 

Snooty wrasse 279 

Snubnose dart 217 


Snubnose emperor . . 

Soapfishes 

Soft locust lobster ... 
Softhead grenadier . . . 
Sohal surgeonfish .... 
sahal. Acanthurus .... 
xolandri. Acanthacyhium 

Soldierbream 

Soldierfishes 

Sole d'orient 

Sole de Commerson . . 

Sole de lait 

Sole elancee 

Sole quagga 

Soica elangala 

SOLEIDAE 

Solciwcera clioprai . . . 

Solenocera hexlii 

Solenocerid shrimps . . 
SOLENOCERIDAE . . . 
SOLENOSTOMIDAE . . 

Soles 

Somali grouper 

\amalieftKis, Parapert'is . 
sumnimus, Uiiuparu\ . . 
sminerali, Ceplialnplwlis 

Soor yaxaas 

Soor-Yaxaas 

Sordid rubberlip 

sordidiis. I’leclarhinchus 
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sarrali, Carcharinus . . . 

' Sorsogona nigripinna . . 
Sorsagana prianota . . . 
Southern African anchovy 
Southern cuttlefish . . . 

Spadefishes 

Spadenose shark . . 

Spaghetti eels 

Spangled emperor .... 

I Spare royal 

I Spare soldat 

I SPARIDAE 

Sparse-rayed frostfish . . 

Spearfishes 

speciosus, (inatlianadoii . 

Speckled catshark .... 
Speckled sandperch . . . 

Speckled shrimp 

; Speckled sidereal moray 
Sphyraeiia aculipinnis . . 
Sphyraena barracuda . . 
Sphyraena flaricaada . . 
Sphyraena forsleri .... 

Sphyraena jelin 

Sphyraena ahlusalu . . . 
Sphyraena pntnainiae . . 

Sphyraena qenie 

SPHYRAENIDAE . . . . 
SPHYRAENOIDEI .... 

Sphyrna lewini 

Sphyrna nwkarran .... 

SPHYRNIDAE 

Spider prawn 

Spikefishes 

spilaplera, Lepidalrigla . 
spilnstylas. C hilamyclerus 
spilurus. Ilerkinisicluhys 
Spined pygmy shark . . . 

Spinefoots 

Spineless cuttlefish . . . 
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spinidens, Calotomm 290 

spinifrr. Argyrops 246 

spiniftrum. Sargocrniron 17.1 

Spinner shark 68 

Spiny eels 91 

Spiny (lalheads 109,181 

Spiny gurnard 179 

Spiny lobster 21 

Spiny lobsters 22. 24 

Spiny pullers 337 

Spiny turbot 130. 322 

Spinyjaw greeneye 154 

Spinytooth parrotfish 290 

\plrndrns. Brryx !6? 

spirndrm, Ixiognalhus 22.1 

Splendid pony 223 

Splitfins 109. 183 

Spotcheek emperor 253 

Spottin burriish 337 

Spotlin llathead 181 

Spotfin flyinglish 163 

Spottail coris 281 

Spoltail shark 71 

Spottail wrasse 286 

Spotted eagle ray 86 

Spotted herring 144 

Spotted porcupineiish 338 

Spotted sardinella 143 

Spotted sicklelish 264 

Spotted surgeonfish 306 

Spotted triggerlish 330 

Spotted unicomlish 307 

Spotted wrasse 275 

Spottedwing gurnard 180 

Spralrlloidr\ delicalulus I4S 

Spralrlloidrs gracilis I4H 

Sprats 142 

Squale nain 75 

SQUALIDAE 60.75 

SQUALIFORMES 60 

Squaliiilus lalicaiidus 75 

squamiccps. Cuhiceps 52/ 

squamiccps, Psenus .121 

sqiiammmus. Scyllarides 29 

squamosa. Tridacna .1H 

^uaretail coralgrouper 196 

Squaretail mullet 272 

SQUIDS 43.48 

Squirrellishes 104-105, 167 

Stargazers 123 

Starry moray 135 

Starry tnggerlish 329 

strhhingi, Metaprnarus 14 

Sirgosloma fasciatum 61 

STEGOSTOMATIDAE 57,61 

sleinitzi, Pholohicpharon 104 

slellalus. Abalisles .129 

sicllatus, Siganus .100 

Sirphanoirpis diaspros .1.16 

STERNOPTYCHIDAE 96 

Stethojulis alhorittala 206 

Slelhojulis inlerrupla 2H6 

Sirlhojulis sirigivtnicr 2S6 

slrwarii, Scphropsis 2,1 

Sticklebacks 106 

Stinging catfishes 153 

Stingrays 78, 83 

Stocky hawkfish 270 

Sloirphorus cnmmersonii /5W 

Sinirphorus indicus ISO 


Sloirphorus insularis ISI 

sloliczkar, lipincphelus IV4 

STOMIIDAE 96 

STOMIIFORMES 96 

Stonebreams 117,263 

Stonelish 178 

Stonelishes 176 

Straighthead soldierfish 170 

Streamlined spineloot 299 

Striated surgeonlish 305 

siriatus, Clenocharlus .105 

sirialus. Pomacanthus 269 

siridrns, Pomadasys 245 

sirigirrnler, Slelhojulis 2S6 

sirigosus, C'lenttchaelus 106 

siriolala, llermalolepis IS6 

Striped bonito 319 

Striped eel cattish 153 

Striped goatlish 262 

Striped largeeye bream 249 

Striped martin 316 

Striped moray 135 

Striped piggy 245 

Striped pon^ish 222 

Striped round herring 148 

Striped threadlin 274 

Striped tnggerlish 334 

STROMATOIDEI 129 

Strombe tricorne 41 

STROMBIDAE 40-41 

Slromhiis Iricornis 41 

Sirongylura Iriura 160 

Sucbaan 219 

Surzichihys caudoviiialus 2S6 

Suezichihvs russrili 2S7 

Sulac 241 

Sufjlameii alhicaudus .1.14 

SufJIamen hursa .1.13 

SuJJtamen chrysoplerus 1.14 

Siifflamen fraeoalus 1.14 

suJJIans. Cephaloscyllium 64 

siihmi, Sephropsis 2.1 

Sulphur goatlish 262 

sulphureus, I'peocos 262 

Sumeyn 187-189, 191-192. 194-195 

Summan grouper 194 

summana. Ppinephelus 194 

suprrciliosus, Alopias 6.1 

supposilus, (irammoplilcs ISI 

Surl sardines 102 

Surge wrasse 287 

Surgeonlishes 126. 301 

surinamensis, Ijihotes 237 

sulor. Siganus IIS) 

Sutton's llyinglish 164 

sulloni, Cheilopogon 164 

Sweepers 117 

Sweetlips 115.239 

Swordlish 315 

Swordlishes 128.315 

Symplecloleulhis oualanirnsis SI 

Synagrops adrni IS.1 

Synagrops japoniciis IS3 

Svnancria verrucosa !7S 

SYNAPOBRANCHIDAE 92 

.Synaplura commersoniana .127 

SYNGNATHIDAE 107 

SYNGNATHIFORMES 106 

Syngnalhiis 107 

SYNODONTIDAE 97, 154-156 

Syoodus hinoialiis . , . . 155 
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Syttoiliis dermatoficnys 156 

Syiunlus englemani 156 

SyiKHiiis indicus 156 

Synodus macrops 156 

SyiUidiis varief>atus 156 
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Tade mullet 272 

tade, Uza 272 

taeitialus. Scolopsii 25(5 

laeniopleriis. Vpeiieiis 262 

taenimtrus, .\ovacuIichthy\ 2HS 

Taeniiira tymma S5 

Taeniiira mi’veni 55 

Takho . . . ■ 204 

lalahoniiidet. Congresoi 141 

Talang queenfish 214 

Tamartn a bandes noires 283 

Tamarin vert 283 

Tan-Gub 250 

Tangs 126, 301 

Tar-Tabo 241 

Tar-Tawo 231,246-247 

Tar-Tawo carbeed 230 

Taraaqo 200 

Tarpon indo-pacilique 133 

Tarpons 91. 133 

Tarry hogfish 276 

Tasselfishes 274 

Tassergal 204 

Taupe bleu 62 

laiirus, Carcharias 62 

laurina, Epinephcliix 195 

Tawny nurse shark 62 

Teems dentatm 4! 

temminckm llypoatherina 159 

leniientii, Acaiillmriis 304 

Tenpounder 133 

Tenpounders 133 

Tenlacled (lathead 181 

leniiipes, .\cmalopalaeiiioii 9-10 

Terapnn jarhua I9S 

Terapon perches 110. 197 

Terapoii piita 1 95 

Terapnn therups !9H 

Terapons 110. 197 

TERAPONTIDAE 110.197-198 

teres, Caesiu 234 

teres, Ktrumeus 143 

tetracanthus, Seatnphaftns 267 

TETRAODONTIDAE 132 

TETRAODONTIFORMES 131 

Tetrapturus !2H 

Tetraptnrns anftustirnstris 316 

Tetrapturus aiidax 316 

TEUTHOIDEA 43. 48 

thalassinus, Arius 153 

Thalassnma amhlycephaliim 257 

Thalassnma hardwicke 257 

Thatassnma hehraieuni 257 

Thalassnma lunare 257 

Thatassnma purpureum 257 

Thalassnma quinquevittutum 255 

Thalassnma trilnhatam 255 

Thalassnihia cirrhnsa 100 

Thazard batard 317 

Thazard raye indo-pacifique 319 

thazard, Aiixis 1/7 

Thazard-kusara 318 


Theniis nrientalis 31 

theraps, Terapnn 195 

Thinlail thresher 63 

thnmpsnni, Acanthnrns 3t)4 

Then mignon 320 

Then obese 320 

Thonine orientate 317 

Thorny llathead 182 

Threadlin breams 116, 254 

Threadfins 121, 274 

Three-knobbed conch 41 

Three-ribbon wrasse 286 

Threeline hogfish 277 

Threespot angelfish 267 

Threshersharks 58. 63 

Thryssa haelama 151 

Thryssa setirnstris 151 

Thryssa vitirnstris 151 

Thumbprint emperor 250 

Thumbprint monextIe bream 256 

Thunnus 125 

Thunnns alalnnga 319 

Thunnus alhaeares 120 

Thunnus nhesus 120 

Thunnus tnnpgni i20 

Ihynnnides, ,\asn 105 

Thyrsituidcs marleyi 313 

Thyrsnidea maeruru 139 

Thvsannphrvs chiltnnae 152 

THYSANOTEUTHIDAE 51 

Thysannteuthis rhnmhus 51 

Tiera batfish 265 

tiera, Flutax 265 

Tiger moray 139 

Tiger shark 72 

Tigertooth croaker 258 

tigrinus, L’rnpterygins 139 

Tiin-T(inbiyow 226 

tile. Pterneaesin 237 

Tilefishes 112 

Tixsigaad 181-182 

Toadfishes 100 

till, Senmhernides 215 

Tomato hind 186 

tnnggni, Thunnns 320 

Tonguesoles 131,327 

Toothponies 114,220 

Toothpony 220 

Tootone 50-51 

Top shells 40, 41 

Top vase 42 

Topes 66 

TORPEDINIDAE 77,81 

TORPEDINIFORMES 77 

Tnrpedn fusenmaenlata 51 

Tnrpedn panthera 51 

Torpedo scad 21 3 

Tnrpedn sinuspersici 51 

Tortue luth 341 

Tortue olivatre 341 

Tortue verte 340 

tnwnsendi. Parasealnpsis 255 

TRACHICHTHYIDAE 104 

TRACHINOIDEI 123 

Trachinntus 1 13 

Trachinntus ttfricanus 216 

Trachinntus hailinnii 217 

Trachinntus hinchii 217 

Trachinntus russcilii 217 

Trachurus indicus 215 

Truchypenaeus currirostris 20 
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Iragula, L’prneus 262 

Trevallies 113. 205 

TRIACANTHODIDAE 131 

Triaenodon ohesus 7-/ 

TRIAKIDAE 59, 66-67 

TRICHIURIDAE 127,314-315 

Trichiurus auriga M4 

Trichiurus lepturus MS 

TRICHONOTIDAE 123 

Iricornis, Sinmihux ■// 

Tridacna 29 

Tridacna maxima JX 

Tridacna \quamma 2H 

TRIDACNIDAE 34, 38 

Iridacnaphaga, Scyllaridrs 29 

Trident cuttlefish 47 

Tfiggerfishes 131.329 

TRIGLIDAE 108. 178-180 

Irilinralus, Hndianiis 277 

iriiohatum, Thala^soma 2XS 

triiohatas, Cheitinus 279 

Irimaculaliii, Apolrmichlhys 267 

iriuslrgus. Acanlhuriis JO-t 

tripes, \ealolus 312 

Tnplecross lizardlish 156 

Tnplefins 124 

Tripletail 237 

Tnpletail wrasse 279 

Tnpletails 115,237 

Tripirrodon orhis 266 

TRIPTERYGIIDAE 124 

Irisles, Scaprirlengvs 9M 

TROCHIDAE 40-41 

Trompette chinoise 175 

Tropical halfbeak 161 

Troque pyramidal 41 

True lobsters 22-23 

Trumpetfishes 106. 175 

Inincala. Iximhis 4! 

Irygania, Sepia 47 

Tsivakihini paste shnmp 20 

Tube shoulders 95 

Tubesnouts 106 

Tucker's frostfish 314 

tuckeri, Henthndesmus M4 

liikiila. Epinepheius !9S 

liimhil, Saurida ISS 

Tunas 127-128. 317 

Turbinelle cornue 42 

TURBINELLIDAE 40. 42 

turbinellus, Vasum 42 

Turbot bpineux indien 322 

Turkey moray 136 

Turncoat ho^ish 276 

Tuskfishes 122,275 

Iwislii. Anampses 276 

Two-spot razorfish 288 

Two-spot wrasse 278 

Twobar seabream 246 

Twohom gurnard 178 

Twospol lizardlish 155 

Twospot red snapper 227 

Twospol surgeonlish 305 

Twotone tang 309 

Twotone wrasse 287 

Tylosurus acus melaiwliis 160 

Tylosurus crocodilus criicodilus 160 

typus, Ifistiaptenis 270 

typus, Khincitdim 57, 61 
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uarnak, Himantura S4 

lluamentalis 2IH 

I nthrina canariensis 25H 

undosquamis, Saurida /55 

* Undulated moray 137 

I undutaUis. Halistapus 329 

I unduiatus. CheHinus 279 

I unduiatus, (iymnothorax 137 

undulosus, Epinepheius /95 

unicolor, (iymnosarda 31H 

Unicom leatherjacket 335 

Unicom sole 326 

Unicomfishes 126. 301 

unicornis, \aso 30H 

L'peneiis hensasi 261 

L'peneus moluccensis 261 

t 'peneus sulphurcus 262 

l'peneus taeniopterus 262 

l 'peneus tragula 262 

l’peneus ri7/a/ii.v 262 

URANOSCOPIDAE 123 

I’raspis helvola 21S 

I nK-onger lepturus 141 

I roftymnus africanus 

I 'rogymnus asperrimus S5 

I ropterygius concolor 139 

l'ropteryf(iu\ mannoratus 139 

I 'ropterypius tigrinus 139 
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PLATE I 



1. MEGALOPIDAE: Megalops cyprinoides 
580 mtn T.L. (photo by G. Blanchi) 



3. SERFIANIDAE /lrt/ia/operca rogaa 
276 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



5. SERRANIDAE: Cephalopholis argus 
212 mm S.L. (photo by J.E Randall) 



7. SERRANIDAE: Cephalopholis miniala 
254 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 




2. HEMIRAMPHIDAE Hemiramphas far 
355 mm T.L. (photo by G. Bianchi) 


4. SERRANIDAE: /tfi.vpmx/ofl leucogrammicus 
242 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



6. SERRANIDAE: Cephalopholis hemistiktos 
120 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



B. SERRANIDAE: Cephalopholis sexmaculala 
200 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE II 



9. SERRANIDAE: Cephalopholis sonnerati 
330 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



1 1 . SERRANIDAE: Epinephetus caenileopunctatus 
237 mm S.L (photo by J.E. Randall) 


10. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus areolatus 
218 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



12. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus chlorostigma 
327 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


13. SERRANIDAE: 


Epinephelus coioides 
323 mm S.L. 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 




14. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus epistictus 
326 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



15. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus fasciatus 
153 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE III 


16. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephelus Jlarocaenileus 
410 mm S.L. 

(photo by S. Chafer) 




17. SERRANIDAE; 


Epinephelus fuscoguttatus 
90 mm S.L. 

(photo by J.E. Randall) 


18. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephelus gahriellae 
224 mm S.L. 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 




19. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephelus lanceolatus 
-1700 mm S.L. 
(photo by R. Taylor) 
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21. SERRANIDAE: Epinephetus morrhua 
345 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


20. SERRANIDAE: Epinephetus matabaricus 
584 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


22. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephetus muhinotatus 
340 mm S.L. 

(photo by J.E. Randall) 



23. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephetus octofasciatus 
228 mm S.L. 

(photo by J.E. Randall) 


24. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephetus poecitonolus 
520 mm S.L. 

(photo by J.E. Randall) 
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25. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephelus polylepis 
440 mm S.L 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 


26. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephelus polyphekadion 
408 mm S.L. 

(photo by J.E. Randall) 





27. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus radialus 
295 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


28. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus rivulalus 
221 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 




29. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus stoUczkae 
202 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


30. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus summana 
334 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE VI 



31. SERRANIOAE: Epinephelus tauvina 
310 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


32. SERRANIDAE: Epinephelus undulosus 
158 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


33. SERRANIDAE: 
Epinephelus tukula 
320 mm S.L. 

(photo by P.C. Heemstra) 




34. SERRANIDAE: Plectropomus areolatus 
316 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


35. SERRANIDAE: Plectropomus leavis 
492 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



36. SERRANIDAE: 
Plectropomus leavis 
475 mm S.L. 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE VII 




38. SERRANIDAE: Variola loiili 
273 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



40. CARANGIDAE: Alepes djedaba 
185 mm T.L. (photo by G. Blanch!) 



1 J 

42. CARANGIDAE: Carangoides ferdau 
243 mm T.L. (photo by G. Blanch!) 



39. CARANGIDAE; Alectis indicus 
265 mm T.L. (photo by G. Blanch!) 



41 . CARANGIDAE: Carangoides hajad 
430 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



43. CARANGIDAE: Scomberoides tot 
365 mm T.L. (photo by G. Blanchl) 


Copyrighted material 



PLATE VIII 



44. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Gazut minuta 
127 mm S.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 



46. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Leiognalhus daura 
(III. by G. Jones) 



48. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Leiognathus equulus 
156 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 



45. LEIOGNATHIDAE: leiognathus berbis 
93 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 



47. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Leiognathus elongatus 
56 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 



49. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Leiognathus fasciatus 
90 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 



50. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Leiognathus leuciscus 
125 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 


51. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Leiognathus lineolatus 
103 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 


Copyrighted material 


PLATE IX 



52. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Leiognathus splendens 
120 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 


53. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Secutor insidiator 
107 mm T.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 


54. LEIOGNATHIDAE: Secular ruconius 
60 mm S.L. (ill. by G. Jones) 


55. LUTJANIDAE: Aphareus furca 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 




56. LUTJANIDAE: Aphareus rutHans 
(ill. by R. Swainslon) 


57. LUTJANIDAE: Aprion virescens 
(ill. by R. Swainston) 
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PLATE X 





60. LUTJANIDAE: Uttjanus argenlimaculalus 
(ill. by R. Swainslon) 


62. LUTJANIDAE: Luljanus bohar 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 


63. LUTJANIDAE: Ijitjanus coeruleolineatus 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 


58. LUTJANIDAE: Elelis carbunculus 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 


59. LUTJANIDAE: EleSs coruscans 
(i. byM. Thompson) 


61. LUTJANIDAE: Ijtljanus hengalensis 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 
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PLATE XI 



64. LUTJANIDAE: Lu^anus ehrenbergii 
(HI. by M. Thompson) 


65. LUTJANIDAE: Ijttjanus fuMJlamma 
(ill. by R.Swalnston) 


66. LUTJANIDAE: Lutjanus fulvus 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 


67. LUTJANIDAE: Lu^nus gibbus 
(ill. by R. Swainston) 


68. LUTJANIDAE: Ijitjanus johnii 
(ill. by R. Swainston) 


69. LUTJANIDAE: Lutjanus kasmira 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 
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PLATE XII 


A 




70. LUTJANIDAE: iMljanus lutjanus 
(ill. by R. Swainslon) 


71. LUTJANIDAE: Lutjanus monostigma 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 


72. LUTJANIDAE: Ijttjanus rirulatus 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 


73. LUTJANIDAE: iMtjanus russelli 
(ill. by R. Swainslon) 


74.LUTJANIDAE: Lutjanus sanguineus 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 


75. LUTJANIDAE: iMtjanus sehae 
(ill. by R. Swainslon) 
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78. LUTJANIDAE: Pinjttlo pinjalo 
(III. by P. Lastrico) 


80. LUTJANIDAE: PristipomoUles multidens 
(III. by M. Thompson) 


79. LUTJANIDAE: Prislipomoides JUamentosus 
(III. by R. Swalnston) 


81. LUTJANIDAE: Pristipomoides sieboldii 
(III. by M. Thompson) 
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PLATE XIV 



82. LUTJANIDAE: Pristipomoides zanatus 
(ill. by M. Thompson) 




83. CAESIONIDAE: Caesio caeruUturea 
208 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


84. CAESIONIDAE: Caesio lunaris 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 



85. CAESIONIDAE: Caesio teres 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 


86. CAESIONIDAE: Caesio rarilineala 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 



87. CAESIONIDAE: Caesio xanihonola 
139 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE XV 




90- CAESIONIDAE: Pterocaesio capricornis 
(ill. by P. Lastrico) 


91. CAESIONIDAE: Pterocaesio chrysozona 
99 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


88. CAESIONIDAE: 
Diplerygonotus balieatus 
89 mm S.L. 

(photo by K. Carpenter) 


89. CAESIONIDAE: 
Gymnocaesio gymnoptera 
112 mm S.L. 

(photo by J.E. Randall) 


92. CAESIONIDAE: Pterocaesio marri 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE XVI 



93. CAESIONIDAE: Pterocaesio pisang 
107 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



95. HAEMULIDAE: Diagramma pictum 
504 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



97. HAEMULIDAE: Pleclorhinciws flavomaculatus 
164 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



99. HAEMULIDAE: Plectorhinchus gibbosus 
277 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



94. CAESIONIDAE: Pterocaesio tile 
175 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



96. HAEMULIDAE: Plectorhinchus chubbi 
296 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



98. HAEMULIDAE: Plectorhinchus gaterinus 
134 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



too. HAEMULIDAE: Plectorhinchus playfairi 
372 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 

Copyrighted material 






PLATE XVII 




101. HAEMULIDAE: Plectorhinchus schotaf 
255 mm S.L. 


103. HAEMULIDAE: Pomadasys furcatus 
(photo by G. Blanchi) 



102. HAEMULIDAE: Plectorhinchus vittatus 
216 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



104. HAEMULIDAE: Pomadasys kaakan 
(photo by G. Blanchi) 




105. HAEMULIDAE: Pomadasys maculatum 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 


107. SPARIDAE: 
Acanthopagrus bifasciatus 
260 mm S.L. 

(photo by J.E. Randall) 


106. SPARIDAE: Acanthopagrus berda 
185 mm T.L. (photo by G. Blanchi) 
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PLATE XVIII 



108. SPARIDAE; Argyrops spinifer 
288 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



110. LETHRINIDAE. (inuthodentex aurolinealus 
147 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



109. SPARIDAE: Crenidens crenidens 
198 mm T.L. (photo by G. Bianchi) 



111. LETHRINIDAE: Gymnocranius grandocutis 
375 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



112. LETHRINIDAE: 
Gymnocranius 
elongatus 
(III. by Swalnston) 


113. LETHRINIDAE: 
iMhrinus borbonicus 
(ill. by Swalnston) 
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PLATE XIX 



114. LETHRINIDAE; 
l^lhrinus erythracanlhus 
(ill. by Swainston) 



1 15. LETHRINIDAE: Ijethrinus harak 
207 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



117. LETHRINIDAE lA’lhriiws inahscna lomi \anguiiii-ns 
252 mm S.L (photo by J.E. Randal) 



1 19. LETHRINIDAE; l^thrinus niicrodon 
122 mm S.L. (pholo by J.E. Randall) 



116. LETHRINIDAE: l^lhrinus lenijan 
175 mm S.L. (pholo by J.E. Randall) 



120. LETHRINIDAE; Ix’ihrinus nehuhmts 
234 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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121. LETHRINIDAE: l^tlirimis ohsolelus 
295 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



123 LETHRINIDAE: l^lhiiiws variegatui 
135 mm S.L (photo by J.E, Randall) 


125 NEMIPTERIDAE: \emiptrnis hipunctatua 

(phoio by J.E. Randall) 


127. NEMIPTERIDAE: Semiplerus raiidalli 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 



122. LETHRINIDAE. iMlirinux nihriiiperciilalus 
131 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



124. LETHRINIDAE \toiwlaxh graiiditculis 


126. NEMIPTERIDAE: Saiupterus japomcui. 



128. NEMIPTERIDAE. \rmtptrrus zysnin 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE XXI 




129. NEMIPTERIDAE: Parascolopsis aspinnsa 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 


130. NEMIPTERIDAE: Parascolopsis eriomma 
198 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 




131. NEMIPTERIDAE: Scolopsis himaculatus 
90 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


132. NEMIPTERIDAE: Scolopsis ghanam 
150 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



133. NEMIPTERIDAE: Scolopsis taeniatus 
(photo by J.E. Randall) 


134. NEMIPTERIDAE: Scolopsis vosmeri 
159 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE XXII 



135. MULLIDAE: MuUoidichthys flavolineatus 136- MULLIDAE Mullnidichlhys vanicolrnsis 

158 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 150 mm S.L (photo by J.E Randall) 



137. MULLIDAE: Pariipeneiis harherinus 138. MULLIDAE Parupeneus hifasciatus 

243 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 198 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



139. MULLIDAE Parupeneus cinnaharinus 140 MULLIDAE Parupeneus eycloslumus 

234 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 222 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



141. MULLIDAE: Parupeneus cyclostomus 142, MULLIDAE: Parupeneus farsskali 

159 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 217 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE XXIII 



143. MULLIDAE: Parupeneus indicus 
164 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



145. MULLIDAE: Parupeneus pleiirostigma 
160 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



147. MULLIDAE: Upeneus moluccensis 
136 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



149. MULLIDAE: L'peueus laeniupterus 
120 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 





144. MULLIDAE: Parupeneus macronema 
151 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



146. MULLIDAE: Upeneus bensasi 
115 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



146. MULLIDAE: Upeneus sulphureus 
160 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



150. MULLIDAE: Upeneus tragula 
116 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


Copyrighted material 


tA‘ >■« 






PLATE XXIV 



151. MULLIDAE: Vpeneus viflatus 
155 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



153.MONODACTYLIDAE: Moiufdaclylus argenfeus 
130 mm T.L. (photo by G. Bianchi) 



155. LABRIDAE: Anampses caeruleopunclatus 
163 mm S.L.. female (photo by J.E. Randall) 



157. LABRIDAE: Cheilinus cMorunis 
147 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



152. DREPANIDAE: Drepane punctata 
159 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



154 POLYNEMIDAE: Polynemus sextarius 
186 mm T.L. (photo by G. Bianchi) 



156. LABRIDAE; Anampses caeruleopunctatus 
203 mm S.L.. male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



158. LABRIDAE: Cheilinus diagrammus 
217 mm S.L. male (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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159. LABRIDAE: Cheilinus fasciatus 
150 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



161. LABRIDAE: Cheilinus undulatus 
915 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



163. LABRIDAE: Coris africana 
280 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



165. LABRIDAE: Coris aygula 
465 mm S.L. large adult (photo by J.E. Randall) 



160. LABRIDAE: C'heilinus trilohalus 
205 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 



162. LABRIDAE: Cheilio inrrmis 
206 mm S.L. female (photo by J.E. Randall) 



164. LABRIDAE: Coris aygula 
115 mm S.L. small adult (photo by J.E. Randall) 



166. LABRIDAE: Coris frrrei 
225 mm S.L. female (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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PLATE XXVI 




169. LABRIDAE: Thalassoma purpureum 
150 mm S.L. female (photo by J.E. Randall) 


170. LABRIDAE: Thalassoma purpureum 
310 mm S.L. terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


171. LABRIDAE: Thalassoma trilohalum 153 mm S.L. 
female/initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



173. SCARIDAE: Calotomus carolinus 235 mm S.L. 
temale/lnltial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


172. LABRIDAE: Thalassoma Irilohalum 162 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



174. SCARIDAE: Calotomus carolinus 318 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


Copyrighted mat 
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175. SCARIDAE: Cetoscarus bicolor 123 mm S.L. 
female/initial phase male(photo by J. E. Randall) 



177. SCARIDAE; Hipposcarus harid 328 mm S.L 
female/initial phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



179. SCARIDAE: l^ptoscarus vaigiensis 159 mm S.L. 
female/initial phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



181 . SCARIDAE: Scams arahicus 309 mm S.L. 
temninal phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



176. SCARIDAE: Cetoscams bicolor 365 mm S.L. 
tennlnal phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



178. SCARIDAE: Hipposcams harid 335 mm S.L. 
tenninal phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



180. SCARIDAE: l^ptoscarus vaigiensis 179 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



182. SCARIDAE: Scams festivus 288 mm S.L. 
male (photo by J. E. Randall) 
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PLATE XXVIII 


183. SCARIDAE: Scans alrilunula 
female / initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


184. SCARIDAE; Scans atrilunula 
lenninal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


185. SCARIDAE: Scans caudofasciatus 379 mm S.L 
female / initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


186. SCARIDAE. Scans caudofasciatus 357 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


187. SCARIDAE: Scans falcipinnis 
female / initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


188 SCARIDAE: Scans falcipinnis 384 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


189. SCARIDAE. Scans fcrngineus 268 mm S.L. 
female / initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 


190. SCARIDAE; Scans fcrngineus 323 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (pholo by J.E. Randall) 
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191. SCARIDAE: Scarus frenatus 109 mm S.L. 
female / initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



193. SCARIDAE: Scarus fuscopurpureus 157 mm S.L. 
female / initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



195. SCARIDAE: Scarus genazonalus 241 mm S.L. 
female / initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



197. SCARIDAE: Scarus ghobban 228 mm S.L. 
female/initial phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



192. SCARIDAE: Scarus frenatus 234 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



194. SCARIDAE: Scarus fuscopurpureus 288 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



196. SCARIDAE: Scarus genazonalus 227 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



198. SCARIDAE: Scarus ghobban 450 mm S.L 
terminal phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 
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199. SCARIDAE: Scams gibbus 335 mm S.L 
female / initial phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



201. SCARIDAE: Scams niger 172 mm S.L. 
female/initial phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



203. SCARIDAE: Scams psittacus 171 mm S.L. 
female/initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



205. SCARIDAE: Scams mbroviolaceus 308 mm S.L. 
lemale/initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



200. SCARIDAE: Scams gibbus 315 mm S.L. 
tenninal phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



202. SCARIDAE: Scams niger 220 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J. E. Randall) 



204. SCARIDAE: Scarus psittacus 148 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



206. SCARIDAE: Scarus mbroviolaceus 355 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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207. SCARIDAE: Searus russelii 203 mm S.L. 
(emale/initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



209. SCARIDAE: Searus scaber 145 mm S.L. 
(emale/initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



211. SCARIDAE: Searus sordidus 164 mm S.L. 
(emale/initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



213. SCARIDAE: Searus viridifueatus 120 mm S.L. 
(emale/initial phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



208. SCARIDAE: Searus russelii 273 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



210. SCARIDAE: Searus seaher 189 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



212. SCARIDAE: Searus sordidus 242 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 



214. SCARIDAE: Searus riridifurealus 143 mm S.L. 
terminal phase male (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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215, SIGANIDAE: Siganus argenteiis 
(ill. by Meschini) 


217. SIGANIDAE: Siganus rivulatus 
(ill. by Meschini) 


219. SIGANIDAE: Siganus sutor 
(ill. by Meschini) 


220. PSETTODIDAE: PseUodes erumei 
(photo by G. Binachi) 




221 . BOTHIDAE: hollws pailtlwriilus 
124 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 


216. SIGANIDAE: Siganus luridiis 
(ill. by Meschini) 


218. SIGANIDAE: Siganus stellalus 
(ill. by Meschini) 


222. SOLEIDAE: ICurygInssa orientalis 
170 mm S.L. (photo by J.E. Randall) 
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This field guide covers the ms|or resource groups likely to be encountered In the 
fisheries of Somalia. These groups Include shrimps, lobsters, bivalves, 
gashopods, cephalopods, sharks, batold fishes, bony fishes and sea turtles. 
Each resource group Is Introduced by a general section on pertirrent technicsl 
terms and measurements and an Illustrated guide to the orders and families of 
the group. The annotated and Illustrated list of the more Important species 
includes scientific nomenclature, FAO names in English and French (where 
available), local Somali names, maximum size, notes on fisheries, habitat and 
biology, diagnostic features and one or more illustrations. The guide Is fully 
Indexed, and a list of related literature is appended. 
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